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Preface

Secondary content area teachers are beginning to see the need to make reading
strategies a part of their instructional technique. Limited time for teachers to access
resources hinders the process, as few resources exist for locating quality content area
literature-fiction, narrative nonfiction, and biographies-which could be used to
enhance instruction in the high school curriculum. The purpose of this project was to
survey the curriculum of core content areas (social studies, science, health and
psychology) of a representative public high school in order to provide a comprehensive
accessible print resource in the form of an annotated bibliography, both to make literature
available for the enhancement of instruction and to encourage student exploration of
literature across the curriculum. It was also expected to be an invaluable selection tool
for collection development of high school libraries.
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Introduction

The origin of this project is rooted in a 1925 study conducted by The National
Committee on Reading, which found that the lack of interest in reading exhibited by the
general population, coupled with the inability of may citizens to effectively read the
simplest material was a cause for concern. The study resulted in exhaustive
recommendations for all grade levels from primary through high school. One suggestion,
targeted as a necessary component to classroom instruction at the high school level,
supported the idea of group recreational reading and enjoyment of selections of good
literature to enrich experience and to broaden understanding oflife. Teachers in each

subject area were advised to be responsible for skillfully directing the reading activities
ofstudents by providing them with lists of interesting books in their field and stimulating
interest in reading those books. Enlisting assistance from the school librarian to aid in
the selection of books and the promotion of reading was strongly suggested [italics added
by this researcher] (Whipple, 1925, pp. 65-67, 70-71, 73).
Today, more than 80 years since the forgoing recommendations for the improvement
of content area reading skills were made, educators, as well as the general public remain
dissatisfied with the nation-wide lack ofreading proficiency exhibited by many high
schools students. Our nation's secondary schools continue to graduate a number of
students who struggle to interact successfully with the world. (Fisher, 2001; Greenleaf,
Schoenbach, Cziko, & Muller, 2001). The 1925 recommendation of the National
Committee on Reading to use literature across the curriculum has gained some attention
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by educators as evidenced by the publication of articles in professional journals
describing methods to promote adolescent literacy through the reading of literature in
content areas (Smith & Johnson, 1994; Greenleaf, Schoenbach, Cziko, & Mueller, 2001;
Albright, 2002; Fisher, 2001; Marshall, 2002; Fordham,Wellman, & Sandman, 2002).
Accordingly, a focus on improving reading skills on a school wide level is receiving
some attention in practice, but this practice is not grounded in research. The most recent
volume of The Handbook of Reading Research (2000) offers the following comment:
Another untapped area ofresearch involves efforts to use young adult literature in
content classrooms outside English. Given the large collection of outstanding books
for young adults spanning science, social studies, physical education, and other
fields, it is surprising that more work has not been undertaken in this area. . . . In
short, this dimension ofliterature ... is one that has yet to attract much research
energy. (Kamil, Mosenthal, Pearson, & Barr, p. 640)
While no recent research appears to support the integration of literature into content
areas at the high school level, there is little doubt about the effectiveness of such a
strategy, given the implications of related research in reading. A number of studies have
demonstrated a positive correlation between providing students with opportunities to
practice reading skills and subsequent improvement in academic performance. Harris
and Serwer (1966) and Anderson, Wilson, and Fielding (1988) found that time spent
reading had a significant impact on reading achievement. The work of Long and
Henderson (1973) indicated that time spent reading was associated with more favorable
attitudes toward reading and that a clear relationship existed between time spent reading
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and academic achievement. This correlation of reading with achievement was further
investigated by Nagy, Herman, and Anderson (1985), who found that learning vocabulary
from context not only compares favorably with direct vocabulary instruction, but that
even a moderate amount of reading will lead to substantial vocabulary gains. In two
subsequent studies, Cunningham and Stanovich (1991) and Stanovich and Cunningham
(1993), reading improved spelling, word knowledge, verbal fluency, vocabulary, and
general knowledge. These same researchers also found that print exposure is a more
potent predictor than ability, of general knowledge aptitude. Moreover, this positive
impact of reading on academic performance becomes even stronger if the reading is
guided by a trained professional.
The impact oflibraries as studied by Hale (1969) was found to be significant on both
learning and academic achievement, if there were direct instruction by a qualified
librarian. McQuillian and Au (2001) found a correlation between reading comprehension
and visits to school and public libraries and further, that the number ohimes students are
taken to the school library by teachers may lead to an increase in reading frequency. The
investigation of the impact oflibraries on reading that was first conducted in Colorado by
Rodney, Lance, and Hamilton-Pennell in 1993, has been replicated in Iowa (2002) and
eleven other states with the same results: reading test scores rise with the development of
school library media programs.
Clearly, these studies strongly support the conclusion that an increase in time spent
reading improves academic performance by improving reading ability, and that this
improvement is greatly enhanced by the involvement of a library media specialist.
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Therefore, it seems reasonable to suggest that high school students who struggle with
content area reading would benefit from more time spent reading, especially guided
reading.
The majority of. . .inexperienced adolescent readers do not need further instruction
in phonics or decoding skills. What many of them do need, however, is the
opportunity and instructional support to read many and varied kinds of materials in
order to build their experience, fluency, and range as readers. Many also need
guidance and the opportunity to read books of their own choosing in order to
develop as independent, lifelong readers. (Greenleaf, Schoenbach, Cziko,& Mueller,
2001, Electronic version)
Integrating literature into the content area curriculum would provide some of this muchneeded practice, yet the limited time teachers have to locate quality literature for the
purpose of enhancing classroom instructional strategies is a basic impediment to the
practice of reading across the curriculum. It is the hope of this researcher that this
annotated bibliography will be a suitable resource to augment such a practice.
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Addams, Jane
Twenty Years at Hull House
cl910 462 pp
Macmillan
Biography
While autobiographical in nature, no doubt Addams' intent was to underscore her many years of
devotion to Hull House, a settlement house in Chicago founded by her with her friend Ellen
Starr. Committed to the plight of the disadvantaged, Addams welcomed immigrants to her
settlement, which was a "center for a higher civic and social life." Hull House offered art classes,
discussion groups, a kindergarten, a library, a coffee house, cooperatives, and gymnasium.
Addams spent her life calling America to address the evils embodied in industrial development:
child labor, infant mortality, urban crowding, juvenile delinquency, unemployment, and poverty
wages. Written in prose representative of the time, this is an interesting, inspirational read.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Adichie, Chimamanda N gozi
Purple Hibiscus
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill ISBN:1565123875 c2003 307pp
Realistic Fiction
The unspeakable pain of abuse that is frequently masked by its sufferers is at the very heart of
this tale of a wealthy Nigerian family living under the tyranny of a patriarch whose religious
fanaticism ironically ignores the revered underpinnings of his faith. Fifteen-year-old Kambili
and her older brother Jaja are forced to live on tightly controlled schedules with little opportunity
to enjoy the wondrous pleasures of youth, while their mother suffers in silence, never mentioning
the beatings brought on by her husband's unrestrained temper. Not until the children visit their
aunt and cousins do they learn about the fulfillment of unselfish love in a home that rings with
laughter in spite of the scarcity of financial resources. The stark contrast between the two
environments gradually enables the children to question their father's brutal authority, leading to
a climax and resolution that is unexpected, but nevertheless is not so surprising. Yet through all
of this sadness, Adichie has woven her tale with a tremendous sense of place, providing the
reader with mental images of a country and a culture that comes alive with beauty as it
underscores the universal significance of family.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers
Weekly; Library Journal; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Airth, Rennie River of Darkness
Viking Adult
ISBN:0670885959
cl999 400 pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
WWI has ended and John Madden returns home to become a Scotland Yard detective. When
called to the scene of a gruesome mass murder in a small village outside London, Madden's
investigation points to the work of a madman. Drawing from his experiences in the trenches
of war, Madden astounds his colleagues with his skills for tracking and capturing the killer. This
history-mystery provides insight into the after effects of war on combatants and is also an
instructive account of tum-of-the-century investigative techniques.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
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Alborn, Mitch
Tuesdays With Morrie
Doubleday
ISBN:0385484518
cl997 192pp
Narrative Nonfiction
Mitch Alborn blossomed under the tutelage of his college sociology professor, Morrie Schwartz,
and upon graduation he vowed to keep in touch with this man he had come to love. Life has a
way of taking over, however, and sixteen years later, Mitch had never contacted Morrie during
his race for wealth and notoriety as a sports journalist. It wasn't until the news program
"Nightline" began a series of interviews with Morrie focusing on his end oflife journey with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS, or Lou Gehrig's disease) that Morrie summoned the will to
visit his old friend. Feelings of uncertainty soon gave way to a rekindling of old affections as the
two comrades spent every Tuesday in passionate discourse about the meaning of life. Alborn
chronicles the life draining effect of ALS with candid descriptions of the muscle deterioration
that would one day render his friend unable to breathe. Although he allowed himself private
moments of sadness, Morrie never relinquished his role as a teacher, making his final months a
lesson about the one and only important thing in life, communicated time and again in his
mantra: "love each other or perish."
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Anderson, Alison
Darwin's Wink: A Novel of Nature and Love
Thomas Dunne
ISBN:0312331991
c2004
228 pp
Fiction
Fran, an American naturalist, is determined to save the endangered mourner-bird on Egret Island
before its fate becomes identical to that of the Dodo, which went extinct three centuries earlier.
Frustrated by tourists and natives who cannot appreciate the delicate nature of the local
ecosystem, Fran seems to be fighting an impossible battle. When her beloved assistant tragically
dies, Christian is hired to take his place. A long time Red Cross delegate in Bosnia, Christian is
harboring painful memories of a lost love as well. Anderson expertly portrays the forces of
evolution against the backdrop of a love story that explores the fragile yet resilient human heart.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Anderson, Laurie Halse
Fever 1793
Simon & Schuster ISBN:0689838581
c2000 251 pp Historical Fiction
Mattie Cook is a typical teen, caught up in the concerns of her daily life. In fact, she has no
concept of how difficult life can become until she awakens one morning to find that one of the
employees of her Mother's coffeehouse has died from an unknown illness. Anderson's wellresearched and engaging story of the 1793 Yellow Fever Epidemic successfully portrays the
rapid outbreak of this deadly fever that nearly turned Philadelphia, then the nation's capital, into
a ghost town.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core
Collection for Young Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publisher's Weekly; Hornbook;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; YALSA Best Books for Young
Adults GRADE LEVELS: Sand Up
Mother Nature
Andrews, Sarah
St. Martins's Press ISBN:0312966164
c1997 342 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Third in a series of geological mystery stories featuring Em Hansen as the engaging heroine, this
tale finds an unemployed Em reeling from the recent shock of her father's death. As money
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becomes scarce, Em takes on the murder investigation of Janet Pinchon, a fellow geologist and
daughter of a wealthy California senator. An environmental consulting firm supervising the
removal of leaky gasoline tanks contaminating ground water had fired Janet just two days before
her death. Em manages to infiltrate the company when she is hired to fill Janet's position-placing her in the middle of an environmental conflagration that leads to surprising answers to
questions surrounding the murder. With characters that are as large as life, readers will
especially appreciate Em's private, often humorous contemplations that are instrumental in
keeping this very real and serious subject on the lighter side.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Kirkus Review; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult

Angelou, Maya and Kirkpatrick, Patricia
Maya Angelou
Creative Education
ISBN:1583412816
c2004 45 pp
Biography
Although this brief biography does not contain a wealth of information about the life of this
celebrated American writer, it highlights the important events that shaped her life and fueled her
dreams. Accompanied by some of the poets' original pieces, this beautifully formatted book also
contains photos of Angelou as well as wonderful illustrations by the gifted John Thompson.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal
GRADE LEVELS: 5-9
Angelou, Maya
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Bantum
ISBN:0553279378
c1970
304pp
Biography
Angelou's gift for lyrical writing and her command of the language is apparent from the first
page of this beautifully crafted account of her early years when she and her beloved brother were
sent alone by train, as toddlers, to live with their Grandmother in Stumps, Arkansas. Lessons
concerning racial injustice and strength of character were learned within the bosom of her
Grandmother's firm but loving care. The story progresses through Angelou's teen years
recounting the frustrations and tragedies of her life that would ultimately shape her world as an
adult.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; School
Library Journal; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 10 and Up
Anthony, Patricia Flanders: A Novel
Ace Books
ISBN:0441005284
c1998 354pp
Historical Fiction
Through a series ofletters written to his brother, Travis Lee tells a story that details the horrors
of his life in the trenches in Flanders during WWI. A victim of abuse by an alcoholic father, a
graduate of Harvard, and a Texas sharpshooter, Travis Lee volunteers for service with the
enthusiasm that was typical of young men at the time. Over the course of nine months, Travis
Lee's shooting skill ultimately becomes his nemesis as the number of his kills leads to
devastating emotional consequences. These extensive and mesmerizing letters
home will not be quickly forgotten.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly;
ALA Notable Books GRADE LEVLES: High School/Adult
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Antle, Nancy
Lost in the War
Dial Books
ISBN:083722990
c1998 137 pp
Fiction
Lisa and Jenny Grey are victims of the Vietnam War, suffering the loss of their father and
enduring the decade-long struggle their mother has undergone fighting a depression that seems
unable to pass. Antle portrays an honest account of the horrors of Vietnam and the lingering
post-war trauma illuminated through the impact on the children of the plight of their mother, a
nurse who met and lost her husband on the battlefield. The story is reflective of the political
climate of the late sixties, highlighting the anti-war sentiments that dominated the country at the
time. This effectively written and engaging novel provides a rare glimpse of the impact of the
war on the nurses who courageously and selflessly risked their lives to save others.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE
LEVELS: 6-10
Armstrong, Lance and Jenkins, Sally It's Not About the Bike: My Journey Back to Life
G.P. Putnam's Sons
ISBN:0399146113
c2000 275 pp
Biography
Lance Armstrong tells his audience that ifhe had to choose between having cancer and winning
the Tour de France, he would choose cancer, "hands down". His story is passionately written,
describing his childhood, his grueling training routines, his cancer as well as its treatment, and
his comeback two years after initial diagnosis. While the sheer joy of accomplishment threads it
way throughout the book, it is clear that his second chance, which included a loving wife and a
miracle in the form of a child, has provided a clear vision of what is truly important in any life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Auch, Mary Jane
Ashes of Roses
Dell Laurel Leaf
ISBN:044023851X
c2004 256pp
Historical Fiction
As the story opens in 1911, Rose and her family arrive from Ireland in New York Harbor with all
of the hopes for opportunity and success that is represented by the famous statue they pass on
their way to the docks. But the hopes inspired by "Ms. Liberty" tum to disappointment and fear
by the end of the day, when it becomes clear that not all members of the family will obtain
clearance through Ellis Island. Auch tells a historically accurate tale that describes the heartrending experiences of many among the mass of immigrants that arrived in America in the early
part of twentieth century. It is a tale of the pain of separation from loved ones, of the distress of
poverty, of deplorable working conditions, and of those who persevered in spite of it all. The
story culminates in an account of one of the most devastating tragedies in the U.S. during the
Industrial Revolution.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's
Books; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults; Middle and Junior
High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog READING LEVELS: 7-12
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B, David
Epileptic
Pantheon ISBN:0375423184
c2005
368 pp
Graphic Novel Biography
This painfully penetrating memoir chronicles the endless quest made by Beauchard's family to
find a treatment for his older brother, Jean-Christophe, who began having "grand mal" seizures at
the age of eleven. When medical interventions make virtually no impact, the Beauchards spend
several months in a macrobiotic commune hoping that the seizures can be controlled by diet.
Over time, it becomes clear that other avenues must be explored. Driven by guilt and a desperate
desire to rescue their tormented child from this condition (about which little was known in the
1970s), endless alternative therapies are eventually employed, including acupuncture, alchemy,
psychiatry and spiritualism. What makes this autobiographical account so powerful is its format.
Touted by professional reviewers as one of the best graphic novels to date, the intensity of
emotion is deftly depicted through images that are both visually and symbolically disturbing.
Other issues haunt the family as well, especially the death of a beloved grandfather, which casts
yet another heavy pall of emotion over this already over-burdened household. Though it would
be impossible for any family member to escape from such chaos unscathed, Beauchard's
epilogue seems to conclude with a feeling that he has arrived at some sense of peace.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist Starred Review; School Library
Journal; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred Review GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Barnes, Julian
The Lemon Table
Alfred A. Knopf
ISBN:1400042143
c2004 241 pp
Fiction
The poignant effect of this collection of short stories may well be lost on those who are closer to
the beginning of their lives than to the end, yet each story is pervaded by the bittersweet essence
inherent in dealing with the subject of aging that will not fail to be sensed by any reader. While
the characters, both male and female, represent a wide range of time periods and life experiences,
they all tell their stories primarily through memories, which though they may or may not be
accurate--yet retain an aura of knowledge and wisdom that can exist only by having come far on
the journey through life. Many stories contain explicit sexual language and situations, but in
contrast to a gratuitous ruse for readership, it occurs to this reviewer that Barnes repeatedly
employed this theme to make a statement about the crucial importance oflife's special
discoveries and relationships, and the gift of memory that allows them to provide comfort to the
end of one's existence.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal; Kirkus;
ALA Notable Books GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell
A Coal Miner's Bride: The Diary ofAnetka Kaminska
Scholastic
ISBN:0439053862
c2000 219 pp
Historical Fiction
The diary format used in this work contributes to the quick pace of an intriguing account of the
life of a Polish immigrant at the tum of the twentieth century. The dated entries, which span the
course of a year, accurately describe the horrific conditions in the coalmines of Lattimer,
Pennsylvania and the endless toil of women in pre-industrial societies, strikingly depicting the
day-to-day life of those struggling to survive. Yet contrasting with this dismal backdrop is the
story of the personal journey of Anetka, who's tender relationships create a thread of hope
throughout the book. The author's historical notes included as a postscript provide further
insight into this fascinating period of American history.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; Children's Catalog; Middle and
Junior High School Catalog GRADE LEVELS: 5 and Up
Bauer, Joan
Hope Was Here
G.P. Putnam's Sons ISBN:0399231420
c2000 186pp
Fiction
After she has been abandoned by both parents, Hope's aunt Addie becomes her legal guardian
and provides all of the love and nurturing she needs to become a perfect personification of her
name. Addie's well deserved accolades as a culinary expert take the two on a circuitous route
through several restaurants, in which Hope hones her skills as a waitress. When a business
partner absconds with Addie's investments, she and Hope move to rural Wisconsin to run a diner
whose owner needs help while he fights two battles--one to overcome leukemia and the other to
unseat the incumbent mayor who has demonstrated a history of political favoritism for big
business. Bauer's well-developed characters provide important and insightful lessons about
courage, hope, determination, love, tolerance and acceptance.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; ALA Notable Children's Book; Newbery Honor Book; School Library Journal
Best Books; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 8 and Up
Bauer, Joan
Squashed
Delacorte Press ISBN:0385307934
cl 992 194 pp
Realistic Fiction
This light hearted and humorous tale of a young teen who has inherited her grandparent's love
for farming takes place in a fictitious tow in central Iowa, within close proximity to Des Moines.
As a result of her past successes Ellie Morgan has gained the prestigious honor of being the only
teen to ever compete in the adult class of the annual Rock River Pumpkin Weigh-In and Harvest
Fair. Her only serious competition is the mean spirited Cyril Pool who has taken home the blue
ribbon for the past four years. Ellie must try every agricultural trick she knows to coax Max, her
beloved pumpkin to gain the 200 pounds necessary to win the prize. When her best friend's
cousin Wes moves to town Ellie would like nothing more than to enlist his celebrated
agricultural expertise, but her discomfort with the twenty extra pounds she is carrying on her
frame renders her unable to approach him. When they are introduced at a party Ellie is nearly
tongue-tied and feels inferior to the sleek cheerleader who is vying for Wes' attention. As the
story continues to unfold Ellie maintains her focus on her weight and on her desire to befriend
Wes as she spends the remainder of the growing season protecting Max from inclement weather
and pumpkin vandals. In the end, Bauer's not so surprising conclusion stands as an affirmation
for teen girls to place priority on the development of their inner beauty, for that is what
ultimately forms the basis of a true and lasting friendship.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE
LEVELS: 6-10
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Bauer, Marion Dane An Early Winter
Clarion Books
ISBN:0395903726
c1999 120pp Realistic Fiction
As suggested by the title, Bauer tackles the subject of Alzheimer's disease within a context that
will not only captivate readers but also will inform them of the pervasive and potentially
dangerous effects of this illness that robs years of meaningful life from its sufferers. Elevenyear-old Tim was devastated when his mother and her fiance took him to live in the city,
extricating him from his idyllic life on his grandparents' farm. Now they are headed back for a
visit to make plans for dealing with his grandfather's poor health. Bauer's tender tale oflove,
forgiveness, and hope takes shape when Tim and his grandfather, Leo, run away together to
recapture the precious times they spent camping and fishing during Tim's childhood, for Tim is
convinced that Leo will surely improve if they can only spend more time together. A series of
unexpected and unfortunate events painfully drives home the truth, not only about Leo's illness,
but also about events in Tim's past that have never before been addressed.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books GRADE
LEVELS: 4-7
Bear, Greg Danvin's Radio
Ballantine
ISBN:034542333X c1999
430 pp
Science Fiction
Mitch and Kaye are up-and-coming young scientists whose independent breakthrough
discoveries inevitably bring about their meeting and the development of a relationship which-though strictly professional at first--rapidly becomes much deeper. Their newly-won scientific
pre-eminence quickly pushes them into the eye of a hurricane caused by the overnight
appearance of a pandemic of spontaneous abortions in every pregnant woman around the globe.
When the scientific establishment is unable to provide the answers the world demands for why
this is happening, a fear that there will be no more children--that humans will shortly be extinct-becomes wide-spread. As a result, the social rights we take for granted rapidly erode: all women
become pariahs, and those found to be pregnant are summarily interned in concentration camps.
We learn early in the story that neither Mitch nor Kaye are reluctant to question authority when
their conscience demands it, and this strength of character becomes the pivot on which the
survival of the human race turns in a heart-stopping ending that is sure to blindside any reader,
from the "non-scientific" layman to the Nobel Laureate.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal; Library Journal Best
Fiction; Nebula Award GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Bechard, Margaret Hanging on to Max
Roaring Brook Press
ISBN:0761315799
c2002 142 pp
Realistic Fiction
Single parenting is difficult at best, even for well-seasoned adults, but when the responsibility for
a child falls on the shoulders a teenager, the struggle becomes nearly insurmountable. Sam
Pettigrew quickly recognized this reality during his senior year of high school when he lovingly
accepted the role of fatherhood to avoid loosing his newborn son, Max, to adoption. While
Sam's widowed and somewhat embittered father agrees to support Sam's care of Max through
his last year of high school, he is adamant that Sam must forego his plans for college and take
full responsibility for his child upon graduation. Sam's difficult journey comprises an honest
look at the social and financial implications of teen parenting as well as the ramifications it can
have for the future. Bechard paints a realistic picture of the long, exhausting days of balancing
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parenthood with school as Sam does his best to make it all tum out right. Avoiding any hint of
judgment, this author clearly endorses the importance of good decision-making, which
sometimes involves redefining what is best for both parent and child.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Booklist; School Library J oumal;
Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; School Library J oumal Best Books; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 8-12

Becker, Walt
Link: A Novel
William Morrow ISBN:0688158226
c1998 380 pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
More than anything, Samantha desires professional acclaim for her work as a
palenoanthropologist. An unexpected find in a West African cave may be her chance for
notoriety, as it sets this story of human evolution in motion. Hoping that she has discovered the
"missing link" between ape and man, Samantha enlists the help of her long ago lover, Jack
Austin, even though he has been ridiculed in the past for his wild ideas about the possible
connection between man and extraterrestrial beings, since the African find promises to vindicate
his theories. This page-turning adventure takes the reader from Mali to remote areas of South
America with one exciting exploit after another. Although the premise is science-fictional,
Becker's characters are truly believable and engaging.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVLES: High School/Adult
Bell, James Scott The Darwin Conspiracy: The Confessions of Sir Max Busby
Broadman & Holman
ISBN:0805425004
c1995 264 pp
Fiction
Calling to mind the literary style C. S. Lewis employed in his resoundingly successful and
creative The Screwtape Letters, Bell has used the character of Max Busby to play devil's
advocate in effort to influence Charles Darwin to advance his theory of evolution. Busby, a
convinced atheist, is certain that a widely held acceptance of Darwin's controversial theories will
encourage others to cast aside their religious beliefs concerning the origins of humankind.
Adding an adventurous twist, Bell weaves a present-day story line featuring Bell himself as a
present-day lawyer who has been selected by a close friend of the now deceased Busby to
eradicate the latter's mistaken lifelong atheism. While the "take home message" is ultimately
that asserted by the intelligent design faction, this timely and well-researched novel is a superb
study of the life and thought of Charles Darwin.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Bernhardt, William Dark Justice
Ballantine Books
ISBN:0345407385
cl999 388 pp
Fiction
The logging industry in the Pacific Northwest is serious business with zero tolerance for the
rapidly growing environmentally concerned constituency. George Zakin, a forthright
environmental activist, evaded conviction for the murder of a primate research scientist, only to
find that he is again being pegged for the death of a local logger. While the evidence is stacked
against him, Zakin is certain that his lawyer from the previous trial will once again believe in his
innocence and persuade the jury to return a verdict of not guilty. Reluctantly, the highly skilled
trial lawyer Ben Kincaid agrees to take the case and meets his match in the courtroom as he
attempts to disassemble the iron clad evidence constructed by the ruthless and ravishing Rebecca
Granville "Granny" Adams. This entertaining read is appended with an author's note that offers
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a very sobering statistic: "Before Europeans arrived, almost fifty percent of this country was
covered by virgin forests. As recently as 1850, more than forty percent still was. Today, less
than one percent is. And the trees are still being cut--even in our national forests."
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Kirkus Review; Publishers Weekly; Oklahoma Book Award
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Bernstein, Sara Tuvel
The Seamstress: A Memoir of Survival
Putnam ISBN:039914322
c1997
353pp
Biography
Sara Tuvel's skills as a dressmaker, learned at an early age, helps sustain her Romanian Jewish
family as WWII approaches and the Nazi's threaten their existence. After being sent to the
Ravensbruck concentration camp for women along with her younger sister and two of her
friends, Sara's exceptional intelligence, ambition and street smarts enable them to survive.
Though Sara weighed just forty-four pounds when the war ended, she counted herself among the
lucky as nineteen of every twenty women transported to Ravensbruck died. Although she was a
seamstress by trade following the war, Sara's natural talent for writing is evidenced by her vivid
and unforgettable descriptions of how she and her companions managed to defy the odds.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult

I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers ISBN :0689810229 c 1997 224pp Biography
This moving memoir of a teen-age girl from Hungary who was detained in Auschwitz
dramatically highlights the change in her outlook from the natural concerns about school, boys
and family life to a focus on mere survival. Fortunate to be imprisoned with her mother at her
side, Elli Friedmann describes how they saved one another from the gas chamber--often through
courage, but owing their ultimate liberation to miraculous twists of fate. The horrifically
inhumane and nightmarish conditions of the camp detailed here do not overshadow the amazing
capacity for hope against all odds. Two appendices provide timelines of both the author's
experiences and a general chronology of the Holocaust.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Middle
and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Hom Book; Bulletin of the
Center for Children's Books; Multicultural Review GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Bitton-Jackson, Livia

Block, Francesca Lia Baby Be-Bop
HarperCollinsPublishers ISBN :0060248793
c 1995
106 pp
Realistic Fiction
As our society struggles to understand the gay lifestyle, the question of choice v inherent
proclivity continues to create roadblocks for wide-spread respect and acceptance. Clearly, Block
has reached an opinion on this matter. Her story begins with a coming out statement as we learn
in the first sentence that Dirk, the main character "had known it since he could remember."
Consequently, the focus of this short yet heart-felt tale is not about the painful tussle for selfrealization and self-acceptance that plague many gay teens, but about the tender longing of a
teen-aged boy for a loving relationship. When it becomes clear that his best friend Pup is not
ready to accept himself as gay, Dirk's Grandma Fifi reaches into his soul with her tender stories,
which ultimately reassures Dirk that "any love that is love is right." Block writes with a voice of
acceptance, providing a much needed sense of validation in teen literature.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review;
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Publishers Weekly; Vandergrift 100; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS:
High School

Block, Francesca Lia The Hanged Man
HarperCollins ISBN:0060245379
c1994
137pp
Realistic Fiction
One of the first writers to confront issues outside the mainstream in young adult literature, Block
does not seem to be as interested in casting a wide net for readership as she is in honest,
nonjudgmental examination of those who are marginalized in our society. In this work, issues
abound for seventeen-year-old Laurel, whose unwholesome relationship with her father coupled
with her mother's denial has sent her on a downward spiral into risky behaviors that are
beginning to have dangerous consequences. Upon the death of her father, Laurel meets Jack, a
mysterious young man who drifts in and out of her life, yet over time has such an impact on her
that she is finally willing to confront the ugly secrets of her past and gain the perspective she
needs to take control of her life. This book will appeal to older readers, specifically those who
have an understanding of the Tarot and psychokinetic phenomena and those who are willing to
abandon the traditional problem novel for one that unabashedly explores a warped life that finds
relief by operating on the fringes of normalcy.
REVIEW SOURCES: Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal;
Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Vandergrift 100 GRADE LEVELS: High School
Boas, Jacob We Are Witnesses: Five Diaries of Teenagers Who Died in the Holocaust
Holt & Co. ISBN:0805037020
c1995
196 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
Ann Frank's diary is world-famous: translated into several languages, made into both a movie
and a play, and provided inspiration for poets, painters, and other artists. Ann had a passion for
writing and the insightful entries in her diary are truly profound for such a young woman. But as
Hitler's ultimate goal was the death of all Jewish children it probably comes as no surprise that
Ann was not the only teenager who recorded the events that surrounded their detention. Jacob
Boas presents the writings of four other teens that lost their lives to the holocaust. He
thoughtfully compares their backgrounds, their concerns and their experiences against those of
Ann. He concludes that although Hitler killed millions of people, he was not able to extinguish
the human spirit of these five remarkable teens who left behind the legacy of undying hope in the
face of impossible odds for the rest of the world to emulate.
REVIEW SORUCES: Senior High School Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Hom Book; School Library Joumal; Y ALSA Best of the Best
2001 GRADE LEVELS: 7-12/Adult
Brady, James
The Marines ofAutumn: A Novel of the Korean War
Griffin
ISBN:0312280815
c2001 274pp Historical Fiction
Loosely based on the military career of Captain John H. Chafee, the late senator from Rhode
Island, this novel celebrates the courage and determination of the marines who persevered
through the disastrous "frozen" Chasin Reservoir campaign of the Korean War. Captain Thomas
Verity is a recent widower called back into action to monitor Chinese radio transmissions,
leaving behind his job as a Chinese history professor at Georgetown University, and his
cherished daughter Kate. Brady tells a riveting story of the 20,0000 Americans who fought their
way through brutal winter weather with amazing sacrifice and valor to escape a Communist trap
in the Taebaek mountains.
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REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly;
Kirkus; School Library Journal Best Fiction Adult Books for High School Students GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
Bragg, Rick All Over But The Shoutin'
Pantheon
ISBN:0679442588
c1997 329 pp Biography
Bragg's deep love, respect and gratitude for his mother were the impetus for this engaging yet
painful memoir of his life. Bragg's father, a veteran of the Korean War, anesthetized his painful
memories with alcohol, causing him to become violently abusive and eventually abandoning his
family to poverty in the Deep South. Yet, as a result of his mother's selfless sacrifice and hard
work, Bragg's life journey was one of success, first as a local reporter, and eventually as a
national correspondent for the New York Times who captured the Pulitzer Prize for feature
writing in 1996. Far from being just another story about a poor boy that got lucky, this is a
lyrical gift not to be missed.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Bridges, Ruby
Through My Eyes: The Autobiography of Ruby Bridges
Scholastic Press ISBN:0590189239
c1999 61 pp Biography
Ruby Bridges was one of four African American students to integrate the New Orleans school
system in 1960. Amidst the jeers of protesters, six-year-old Ruby was escorted into the William
Frantz public elementary school by federal marshals. Although she was the only black student at
William Frantz, her presence precipitated a mass withdraw of white children. In fact, Ruby was
the only student in her class throughout her first year. Her experience caught the attention of the
nation and became the subject of a Norman Rockwell print, as well as one of the subjects of the
John Steinbeck novel "Travels With Charley". Told through Ruby's childhood memories, this
historic account of southern public school integration is richly enhanced by strikingly authentic
sepia tone pictures.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive;
Library Journal; Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; New York Times Notable
Children's Book GRADE LEVELS:4-9
Brooks, Geraldin Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague
Penguine
ISBN:0142001430
c2001
308 pp
Historical Fiction
This piece of historical fiction is based on the Bubonic epidemic in the lead-mining village of
Eyam, Derbyshire in 1665. Commonly know as the Black Death, this plague was apparently
brought to the village in an infected bundle of cloth. Eighteen year-old Anna Frith lost her
husband in a mining accident shortly before the outbreak of the plague, only to endure the
devastating trauma and aftermath of this insidious disease in which a significant portion of the
townsfolk died, including Anna's two young sons and two very special friends. Through the
encouragement of the vicar, the town voluntarily quarantined itself for a year, leaving the
uninfected to work day and night, caring for those who had become infected, while still
attempting, despite exhaustion, to tend to the menial chores of day-to-day existence. Brooks
expertly captures a vivid sense of time and place as she explores the myriad ways in which
people react to catastrophes. Appended are a short interview with the author and a list of
questions for discussion.
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REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library
Journal; Kirkus; ALA Alex Award GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Brooks, Kevin
Kissing the Rain
Scholastic
ISBN:043957742X
c2004
320pp
Realistic Fiction
Michael "Moo" Nelson, grossly overweight and friendless, endures the incessant heckling (or
rain as he calls it), of his peers on a daily basis. The only place he finds solitude is on a bridge
overlooking traffic. Moo's peaceful escape is irrevocably impacted one evening when he
witnesses a scuffle involving Kurt Vine, a career criminal, which ultimately results in murder.
Although he is truthful about Vine's innocence when questioned by the police, Moo soon
discovers that he has become a pawn in an unsavory police set up. Sickened by the fact that his
testimony will allow Vine the opportunity to continue his despicable acts of crime, Moo cannot
convince himself to lie, even though the police have upped the ante by threatening to ruin his
father. Brooks masterfully crafts an impossible situation in which this well-intentioned teen is
left to his own devices to resolve his dilemma as the law and the courts fail him. The shocking
finale is undeniably thought provoking.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: 9-12
Little Cricket
Brown, Jackie
Hyperion Books for Children ISBN:0786818522
c2004 243pp
Historical Fiction
Kia Vang, known as Little Cricket to her family, lives happily and peacefully in a small Laotian
village until North Vietnamese soldiers capture her father and force him to leave his home and
his family. After hearing of his ultimate demise, Kia's family makes a successful escape across
the Mekong River to Thailand where they live in a refugee camp for three years. Because Kia's
grandfather had voluntarily assisted wounded American soldiers, the family was allowed to
immigrate to the United States. Brown's well-researched story is filled with beautiful
descriptions of the culture of the Hmong people and their pain-filled immigration to America
after the Vietnam War. An author's note about the history of the Hmong people, a Hmong
pronunciation key, and a bibliography are appended.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly;
Kirkus GRADE LEVLES: 5-8

Buckley, William F. Jr.
The Redhunter
Little Brown
ISBN:0316115894 c1999
432pp
Historical Fiction
The McCarthy years are retold through an intermingling of fact and fiction in this engrossing
novel based on the life of Senator Joe McCarthy. Buckley paints McCarthy's portrait with more
pleasing colors than those with which he is historically remembered, and the progression of
events during the four-year rise and fall of this infamous politician are recounted with more than
a splash of bias. Yet, even through its unbalanced perspective, this novel is successful in
providing a sense of the time and of this key "soldier" of the Cold War.
REVIEW SOURCES: Kirkus Review; Publisher's Weekly; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Smack
Burgess, Melvin
Henry Holt
ISBN:080505801X

c1996 327 pp

Realistic Fiction

13
A decade after it was first published in Great Britain, this honest and dramatic account of teens
desperate to experience the freedoms of independent living continues to hold relevance today.
While there is a wide cast of characters, the focus of the story revolves around the relationship of
Gemma and Tar, a pair of star-crossed lovers who believe they can be self-sufficient at fourteen.
Driven by the desire to escape their home lives, the two are so committed to their newfound
autonomy they are willing to live in abandoned buildings with a small group of similar minded
teens that struggle to exist. Eventually Gamma and Tar accept an invitation to move into a
"squat" with Gamma's friend Lily and her boyfriend who generously share their space and their
heroin. It is a slippery slope from casual to constant use and Burgess makes no judgments as he
allows the story to unfold, revealing the heart breaking realities of life with smack. An appended
note on squatting and a vernacular glossary will enlighten readers who are unfamiliar with the
British culture of the 1980s.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; School
Library Journal; Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Kirkus
Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; School Library Journal Best Books; Y ALSA Best Books for
Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 10 and Up

Burgess, Melvin
The Ghost Behind the Wall
Henry Holt
ISBN:0805071490
c2003
164pp
Fiction
Unsupervised free time and a healthy dose of curiosity can be a dangerous combination for any
twelve-year-old; adding feelings of alienation and abandonment to the mix creates a combustible
concoction. This scenario introduces David, a conspicuously short and unpopular pre-teen who
yearns for the chance to join his mother in the United States where she has begun a new life
without him. Although his father cares very deeply about David, his work keeps him absent
from their London apartment several evenings each week. When the ventilation ducts of the
apartment building attract David's interest, he finds he is just small enough to climb through the
space behind the grille and explore. Curiosity soon turns into deception, although at first David
merely finds unwholesome pleasure spying on neighbors and committing minor acts of
vandalism. Yet when he encounters another presence behind the walls wishing to cause serious
harm to an elderly tenant, David must find a way to put things to rights. In dong so, he learns
invaluable lessons about the importance of honesty, about the hardships of aging, and most
importantly, about the unexpected tenderness of a relationship with an old and dying man.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Kirkus Reviews GRADE LEVELS: 5-7
Byers, Michael Long For This World
Houghton Mifflin ISBN:039589171X
c2003
432pp
Fiction
Dr. Henry Moss has long since developed a special interest in the rare Hickman disease that
dooms its victims to a death from premature aging, usually before the age of 20. Henry has
treated several patients over the years with proper professional detachment, but somehow this
time he has allowed himself to become personally intrigued with William. When Henry
discovers a promising treatment that could not only arrest, but potentially reverse the
advancement of Williams' s disease, he must grapple with ethical dilemmas that could very well
cost him his medical license. This compassionate story is woven through the pedestrian
struggles of the richly drawn characters living with Henry, dancing to the intricate rhythms of
life in a modem family.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred
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Review; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Cannon, Bettie Waddel A Bellsongfor Sarah Raines
MacMillan
ISBN:9991169180
c1987
184pp
Historical Fiction
Cannon paints a heartbreaking picture of the pathos of life during the Great Depression in this
captivating story. Unable to meet their expenses, fourteen-year-old Sarah and her mother must
leave their home in Detroit to live with relatives in Kentucky. Sarah is forced not only to leave
behind her childhood home, but her father as well, recently buried after killing himself in the
despair that befell so many destitute men of the time. Sarah slowly adjusts, but only by finding a
way to forgive her father and to celebrate his life. Readers will catch a glimpse of the comforts
of small town life as the people who surround Sarah help her overcome her sadness.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: 6-9
Carroll, Andrew (Ed.) War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondence from American Wars
Washington Square Press ISBN:0743410068 c2001 512 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
This collection ofletters was assembled through the Legacy Project, founded by Carroll in 1998
for the purpose ofremembering Americans who have served their country in a variety of
capacities by preserving their correspondence for posterity. Highlighting the force of these
honest and lyrical communications, "War Letters" includes contributions that address the horrors
of battle, the pain ofloneliness, the nature of warfare, and in many instances, the senders last
message often penned just hours before death. Written by soldiers, journalists, activists, and
legendary figures as well, these letters span a time period that profiles the impact of war on
Americans involvement in war from the Civil War to the Persian Gulf hostilities and the fighting
in Somalia and the Balkans.
REVIEW SOURCE: Booklist; Library Journal; ALA Outstanding Books for College Bound
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Secret Father
Carroll, James
Houghton Mifflin
ISBN:0618152849
c2003 352 pp
Fiction
This suspenseful novel reaches across two generations, intertwining the Cold War with WWII.
Michael, Kit and Rick are students at an American boarding school in Germany. A weekend
road trip results in their detainment behind the Iron Curtain, just days before travel between East
and West is proscribed. Rescue efforts employed by their parents go awry when an inexplicable
tragedy occurs. Although the children survive the incident, it would take thirty years for them to
finally understand the significance of their innocent quest for adventure on that long-ago
weekend.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred
Review; Kirkus; New York Times Notable Adult Fiction GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Carson, Rachel
Silent Spring
Houghton Mifflin
ISBN:061825305X
c1962 297 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
While this penetrating exposition of our country's looming ecological crisis was first published
in 1962, it remains to this day on many best nonfiction lists. Carson's assertion, that chemical
interventions used for the eradication of insects are upsetting the balance of nature and thereby
putting all living plants and animals--including humans--at risk, is one that has of course been
vindicated long since. Carson builds her case with prolific examples and concludes that the
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course for the future is in the hands of those who are dominant--humans. We can continue to
choose the deceptively easy path, which will ultimately end in disaster, or we can choose to
employ biological solutions based on understanding of the interconnectedness of nature.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Modem Library 100 Best Nonfiction; ALA
Outstanding Books for the College Bound GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Carter, Alden
Up Country
Putnam
ISBN:0399215832
c1989
256pp
Realistic Fiction
The relevance of this story to modem family life, despite the fact that it was first published
almost twenty years ago, speaks volumes about the escalating seriousness of alcohol abuse in our
society. Sixteen-year-old Carl exhibits moral fiber that is uncharacteristic of most teens, as he
struggles with the predicament of an alcoholic mother barely hanging on to her job and
frequently pursued by the police for drunk driving. Not only does Carl maintain a straight A
average in school (because he has realized that the only way out is to break the cycle and become
successful), to save money for college, he even begins a business (in which he is less than
honest, obviously an out growth of the family dysfunction). Perversely, this success in
maintaining hope in spite of the chaos in his life is suddenly threatened when his mother is sent
to an alcohol rehab center and he himself is sent north to live with relatives he scarcely knows.
Carter hooks his audience through Carl's painfully honest narration and keeps them engaged and
cheering for this exceptional teen all through the story.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Library Catalog Archives; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: 8-12
Chappell, Fred
Brighten the Corner Where You Are
St. Martin's Press
ISBN:0312050577
c1989 212 pp
Fiction
Other reviewers of this novel have underscored its humorous account of a day in the life of a
southern school teacher, yet given the current controversy over science curriculum standards
sparked by the intelligent design movement, the story is much more than just a comic work of
fiction. It may well be instructive to those who are not aware that Darwin's theory of natural
selection has frequently generated passionate debate for more than a century. In response to a
parent complaint, Joe Robert Kirkman, a skillful observer of human nature, has been summoned
by the school board of North Carolina in the year 1946 to defend his practice of including
evolutionary theory in his high school science classroom. A conscious effort to find a way to be
sympathetic while adhering to his convictions sends Kirkman into such a quandary that his
ultimate response will leave the reader flabbergasted.
REVIEW SOURCES: Publishers Weekly; Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVLES: 7 and Up
Charlesworth, Monique
The Children's War
Knopf
ISBN:1400040094
c2004 384pp
Historical Fiction
This WWII novel focuses on the parallel experiences of two teenagers living in Germany during
the outbreak of the war. Ilse is half Jewish and is therefore sent into hiding by her protestant
mother, who then becomes the nanny of Nicolai, whose wealthy family is sympathetic to the
Nazi cause. Charlesworth uses the disparate experiences of these two youths to explore the farreaching consequences of war and the senseless devastation it leaves in its wake.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers
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Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; School Library Journal Adult
Books for High School Students GRADE LEVLES: High School/Adult
Child, Lee
Tripwire
Putnam
ISBN:0399144676
c1999 343 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Jack Reacher, an ex-military policeman, is attempting to live a quiet uncommitted life in the
Florida Keys. When a private investigator appears, begins to ask questions, and then turns up
dead, Reacher attempts to make sense of the situation. He soon becomes enmeshed in a
desperate hunt for a missing Vietnam vet who is apparently MIA, but whose name does not
appear on the memorial in Washington. The hunt quickly becomes deadly as Reacher battles
evil in the form of a psychopathic victim of war. This fast-paced page-turner is well researched,
with detailed descriptions of jungle warfare and the difficult challenges encountered by chopper
pilots.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Choi, Sook Nyul Echoes of the White Giraffe
Houghton Mifflin
ISBN:0395647215
c1993 137 pp
Historical Fiction
The Korean War is raging and Sookan's family literally flee from their home in Seoul as the
tanks roll through. The family quickly becomes separated, leaving Sookan, her youngest brother
and her mother to find safe passage somewhere far from the center of the conflict. Settling in
temporary housing on a mountain in Pusan, the three refugees spend months away from home,
hoping all the while that the family will one day be reunited. Sookan becomes friends with the
son of a local physician, whose wife bitterly resents their lack of conformity to the Korean
cultural mores of the time; based on her own life journey, Choi crafts an engaging story that
provides a realistic picture of war-torn Korea and the winds of change that began sweeping
across the cultural landscape in the 1950s.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; Publishers
Weekly; Vandergrift 100 GRADE LEVELS: 7-10
Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Does My Shirts
Putnam's Sons
ISBN:0399238611
c2004
240pp
Fiction
The year is 1935, a time in this country's history when most Americans regarded themselves
lucky to have a job and a steady income. It was also the time in which famous mob boss Al
Capone was an inmate at Alcatraz, a federal maximum-security prison. Choldenko places her
characters in this setting in ways that construct a fantastic story about the unbridled curiosity of
youths whose imaginations work over-time to create excitement when they find themselves
living on the strictly guarded island of Alcatraz. Moose Flanagan and his family are the newest
residents, having moved from Southern California with the hope that Moose's sister Natalie may
be granted admission to a premier school for autistic children in San Francisco. Moose's dad
works long hours as an engineer/prison guard and his mother is overwrought by years of
devotion to Natalie. Although Moose mourns the loss of his previous life, he nevertheless
remains a steadfast support to his mother and his beloved sister, even when taunted by Piper, the
mischievous daughter of the prison warden. Laden with equal parts of wit and somberness,
Choldenko ultimately provides a hauntingly realistic account of the exhausting travails of life
with autism.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal
Starred Review; Kirkus Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; ALA Notable Children's Books;
Newbery Honor Book; School Library J oumal Best Books; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults GRADE LEVELS:5-8

Christopher, Matt
Olympic Dream
Little Brown and Company ISBN: 0316140481
c 1996 171 pp
Fiction
Fourteen-year-old Doug Cannon is overweight and has suffered so much thoughtless ridicule
from his classmates that he has developed a thick skin about his physical appearance. With
summer upon him, he is disappointed to learn that the local video arcade has burned down,
leaving him at loose ends for entertainment. When Red, a friend of Doug's college age sister,
rents a room from his parents for the summer, Doug is invited to help with a community project
to tum an abandoned rail bed into a bike path. Before his cycling accident, Red had dreams of
competing in the Olympics; with the necessary alteration in his path for life, Red has decided to
attend medical school but to use his passion for cycling to encourage others to become involved
in the sport. As a result, the end of the summer sees significant changes in Doug's social life, his
physical appearance, and his goals for his immediate future.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive; School Library Journal
GRADE LEVELS:4-6
Coburn, Jake
LoveSick
Dutton Children's Books ISBN:0525473831
c2005 240 pp
Realistic Fiction
The love and devotion of his blue-collar family has not been enough to keep Ted, a talented
athlete, from becoming an alcoholic by his senior year of high school. An unfortunate car
accident renders him unable to continue his game, thereby losing his full ride basketball
scholarship. Just when he is certain that college will not be an option, Ted is approached by the
agent of a billionaire who is willing to pay for Ted's education ifhe will agree to spy on his
bulimic daughter Erica, reporting her progress in dealing with her eating disorder. Though
somewhat uncomfortable with the idea, Ted seizes the opportunity without, of course, any
thought of falling in love with this angry, overprotected "Park Avenue Princess." When the
unexpected romance ensues, the need for honesty between the two exposes the thread that
unravels their lives as they know them, yet sets the course for their journeys of redemption.
Coburn has created a captivating story that outlines in detail the curious rituals associated with
bulimia and the futility of attempts to overcome this disorder without professional intervention.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High
School
Cohen, Daniel
Joseph McCarthy: The Misuse of Political Power
Millbrook Press
ISBN:1562949179
c1996 128 pp
Biography
This concise, clearly written biography examines the man behind the political hysteria that
consumed the country following WWII. As he details the ways McCarthy damaged the lives of
many innocent people through his allegations concerning their affiliations with the Communist
Party, Cohen also explains how McCarthy maneuvered himself into a position of power, how he
managed to retain that position, and how he ultimately lost that power, all within a few short
years.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; School Library Journal; Booklist GRADE
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LEVELS: 7-12/Adult
Collier, James Lincoln Louis Armstrong: An American Success Story
MacMillan
ISBN:0027228304
c1985 165 pp
Biography
This instructive biography spares no detail in its description of Armstrong's paltry beginning in
the slums of New Orleans, and follows his life through his rise in popularity as an American
entertainer and as a world-renowned jazz artist. The strife of his personal and business relations
are examined against the backdrop of the struggle for black equality in America. While this
work bears an older copyright, it remains one of the most highly recommended chronicles of the
life of this talented and well-loved artist.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog Archive; Senior High School Catalog Archive; School
Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 5 and Up
Airborne: A Photobiography of Wilbur and Orville Wright
Collins, Mary
National Geographic ISBN:0792269578
c2003 64 pp
Biography
At first glance this may appear to be a biography for middle readers, just as one of its reviewers
suggests. Upon perusal, however, one may quickly adopt a different opinion of this beautifully
crafted biography of the Wright brothers. It contains well researched information about the
brother's inseparable relationship, about their painstaking efforts to design and redesign, and
about their attention to every detail that ultimately catapulted them to international fame with the
success of the first powered airplane flight in 1903. Accompanied by sketches, maps, and actual
photos obtained from the Wright State University archives, this is truly a biography for everyone
to enjoy.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Children's Catalog;
Middle and Junior High School Catalog GRADE LEVELS: 5 and Up

Cook, Karin What Girls Learn
Vintage Books
ISBN:0679769447
c1997 304 pp
Realistic Fiction
Tilden and Elizabeth have never met their dad. Although he left the family when the girls were
just a couple of years old, their mother Frances, has successfully created a tight-knit family
environment for the three of them in and around the city of Atlanta. Just as the girls are headed
toward puberty Frances meets Nick, the love of her life, who shows up one day to move the
family to his home in Long Island. Life is suddenly full of adjustments: new home, new school,
new friends, developing bodies, and normal sibling discord. Just as their worlds become
somewhat routine again, Frances is diagnosed with an aggressive form of breast cancer that
quickly invades her body and the lives of those she loves. This honestly told story of a family
preparing to face one of life's hugest tragedies will linger in the minds of readers long after the
last page has been read.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Alex Award; Booklist Editor's Choice for
Young Adult Books; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Cooney, Caroline
Code Orange
Delacorte Press
ISBN:0385732597
c2005 200 pp
Realistic Fiction
Even though smallpox has been eradicated worldwide, it remains a threat as a potential
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bioterrorist weapon should this closely protected virus be inflicted on the general population.
Cooney explores this eventuality as the plot line of her newest book set in post 9/11 New York
City. Mitty, a well-to-do teen has chosen to sail through his education at a posh private school
with as little effort as possible. Having procrastinated yet one more time until the library is
closed, Mitty is forced to consult old medical books from the early 1900s lying around his house
to generate an idea for a research assignment. An envelope containing smallpox scabs tucked
between the pages of the book captures his attention and without forethought Mitty crumbles one
of them and inadvertently inhales the dust. Gradually his fear mounts to the point where he is
nearly convinced he has infected himself and thus is a walking contaminant to the whole city of
New York. The inquiries he makes about his fears via the Internet are intercepted by a terrorist
group who plan to make Mitty a human biological weapon. Filled with fast-paced drama and
splashes of humor to keep the story from becoming too dark, Cooney has a lesson to teach about
the ways the naivete of youth can be transformed into courageously mature action if one is
willing to take responsibility.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up

Cormier, Robert
Heroes
Laurel Leaf
ISBN:0440227690
cl998 144pp
Historical Fiction
Francis Cassavant returns home form WWII as a decorated hero with so many bandages on his
face that most people from his hometown do not even recognize him. His life has bee
unalterably changed by events before and during the war, but he still has one mission left in life-revenge. Cormier explores the power of evil in this story that maintains that free will is not
always so free.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Senior High
School Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Vandergrift 100; YALSA Best Books
for Young Adults; Y ALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS:
7-12
Corriher, Kurt
Someone to Kill
Tom Doherty Associates ISBN:0765301873 c2002 496pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Judith Lyles, a talented investigative reporter, comes too close to uncovering facts concerning a
covert operation during the Cold War and for this, she has to be silenced. When an unfortunate
twist of events causes the death of her four-year-old daughter as well as her own, Judith's
husband, John Pavlak, becomes determined to solve the crime, especially since he is being
considered a suspect. His search for the truth takes him from Europe to the Greek Isles as it
becomes clear that the CIA and the FBI are implicated in the cover-up. This fast-paced suspense
thriller comes to a surprising conclusion that exposes some ugly truths about human nature.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Coulter, Hope Norman Dry Bones
August House
ISBN :087 4831520
c 1990 280 pp
Fiction
Although this novel cannot be considered historical fiction, it nevertheless has an historical
underpinning. The story takes place just as the ruling on Act 590, a law seeking to provide equal
treatment of creation science and the Theory of Evolution in science classrooms is about to be
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made. Ten-year-old Jonas inadvertently finds a fossilized bone on his father's farm which creates
quite a stir in their small Arkansas town. Some are convinced it is a remnant from an American
Indian burial ground, others think perhaps it is a dinosaur bone, while still others are convinced it
is proof of the creationist theory of the origin oflife. Whatever the hypothesis, it becomes clear
that some members of the town will go to great lengths to gain ownership of this bone. Coulter
expertly captures the southern culture through realistic dialogues complete with southern
vernacular. This book may be difficult to locate because of its older copyright, but it is quite
relevant in the way it explores the embittered creation/evolution debate that remains an
educational issue at the threshold of the twenty first century.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Coupland, Douglas Eleanor Rigby
Bloomsbury Publishing ISBN: 1582345236
c2004 249 pp
Realistic Fiction
Liz, a thirty-something overweight social recluse, has come to terms with her loneliness,
although her family cannot quite understand it. The unremarkable events of her life are recounted
through flashbacks of various family interactions illuminating the possible causes of her
fundamental lack of self-esteem. To be certain, while no harm was intended, the underlying
family assumption that her lack of physical attractiveness meant she was an undesirable
candidate for romantic relationships. This self-fulfilling prophecy was indeed playing itself out
until a mysterious phone call summons her to the hospital where she meets, for the first time, her
son Jeremy (a consequence of a drunken tryst during a high school trip to Rome) whom she gave
up for adoption twenty years earlier. Liz's hope that her son had grown up in a loving family is
obliterated as she learns that he has become a pawn in the social welfare system, moving in and
out of more than a dozen foster homes, many of which were interested only in remuneration for
their meager care. A few months of joy follows this reunion; forever changing the lens with
witch Liz views the world. The fact that Jeremy suffers from Multiple Sclerosis foreshadows the
resolution of the story, however, a sudden tum of events in the final pages of the novel proves to
be both unexpected and bittersweet, seeming to suggest that if one cracks the door open,
happiness may well come in.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly Starred Review GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
Cox, Elizabeth
Night Talk
Grey Wolf Press
ISBN:1555972675
c1997 267 pp
Historical Fiction
When Evie's father, Ausust, abandons the family to purse his profession as an ecologist in 1949,
her mother invites their black cleaning lady to bring her daughter Janey Louise to live with the
family in Mercy, Georgia. Evie and Janey Louise become best friends, sharing a room and their
deepest secrets during their "night talk" despite the racial strife of the Civil Rights era
surrounding them. The story spans forty years, told mostly through Evie's memories and her
poignant letters to her father. This deftly crafted novel explores the harrowing social conflict of
the fifties and sixties and underscores the importance of honesty and forgiveness in relationships.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal;
Kirkus; School Library Journal Best Fiction Adult Books for High School Students GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
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Craven, Margaret Walk Gently this Good Earth
Putnam
ISBN:0399120408
c1977 172 pp
Historical Fiction
This heart-warming story of the Westcott family weaves the adventures and the tragedies of their
lives into the tapestry of history Great Depression through the election of President Jimmy
Carter. Craven highlights the significance of the American family and the importance of being
steadfast to the timeless virtues of hard work, common sense, and compassion for every human,
resulting in a deceptively simple, wise book containing a message that every ear should hear.
REVIEW SOURCES: Kirkus; Best Books for Senior High Readers GRADE LEVELS: 10-12
Curtis, Christopher Paul Bud Not Buddy
Historical Fiction
Yearling
ISBN:0440413281
c2002 256pp
Having lived in an orphanage for four years following the death of his mother, and having
endured some dreadful experiences in foster homes, Bud decides to travel from Flint, Michigan
to Grand Rapids in search of the man he believes to be his father. Curtis keeps the plot moving
with a hint of mystery and lots of humor. His well developed characters provide the reader with
some insights both about what it meant to be Black in America in 1936, and about the hard times
of the Great Depression.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal;
Core Collection for Young Adults; ALA Notable Children's Book; Coretta Scott King Award;
International Reading Association Children's Book Award; Newbery Medal; School Library
Journal Best Books; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 4-8
Curtis, Christopher Paul The Watsons Go To Birmingham, 1963
Delacorte Press
ISBN:0385321759
c1995 210 pp
Historical Fiction
The Watsons are a working class family struggling to make ends meet in Flint, Michigan in the
year 1963. Life's trials and tribulations are related with a humorous touch, communicating the
deep love and devotion that exists between family members. The timbre of the story suddenly
changes, however, when the Watsons visit relatives in Birmingham and become personally
involved with the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, which killed four children
during the height of the civil rights struggle. The poignant finale is a tribute to the author's skill
in developing characters that come to life through the course of the story. An historic author's
note provides informative insights into the African American struggle for civil rights in the
sixties.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Multicultural Review; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Hom Book; Publishers Weekly; Newbery Honor Book; Coretta Scott King
Honor Book; ALA Notable Children's Book; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE
LEVELS: 4 and Up
Cussler, CliveShock Wave
Simon & Schuster
ISBN:068480297X
c1996
537pp
Fiction
Covering a one hundred and fifty year span of time, this novel begins with a maritime adventure
set in 1859 that is second to none. Following a most harrowing experience at sea, a small
handful of shipwrecked survivors discover an untapped source of diamonds that allow them to
peacefully survive on their island for many years by trading with merchants making periodic
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stops at their harbor. An abrupt jump in time to the year 2000 finds the hero of the book, Dirk
Pitt, a marine biologist, working with the U.S. National Underwater and Marine Agency to
unlock the mystery of a plague that is killing untold numbers of sea dwelling creatures. When
Pitt rescues passengers from a cruise ship stranded on an island, the connection to the previous
century's story becomes clear as he befriends one of the women who is a wealthy descendant of
those early diamond miners. The climax of the story develops from his subsequent deductions,
which lead him to suspect that the plague is a result of the latest diamond mining technology.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal
GRADE LEVELS: 10 and Up

Darnton, John
The Da~in Conspiracy
Alfred A. Knopf
ISBN:1400041376
c2005 320 pp
Historical Fiction
Damton has created a seamlessly woven tale about the life of Charles Darwin, told across both
time and place, through the voices of three biographers whose writings are both real and
imaginary. Hugh Kellum, a modem-day British Biologist has taken refuge from his troubled past
by participating in a study of finches in the Galapagos. When romantic interests upset his
tranquil life on the island, Hugh returns to London and begins to focus his attention on the
curious life of Darwin, determined to uncover unknown facts that can clarify the quirkiness of
the famous naturalist. Interspersed between Hugh's narrative are entries written by Darwin
describing his voyage on the Beagle that later gave birth to his theory of evolution and by his
daughter Lizzie whose diary resonates with the timbre of life in the Darwin household.
Scrupulously researched and portrayed with life-like characters, this latest offering by Damton
will appeal to the taste of nearly anyone who enjoys a good read.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist, Publishers Weekly; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Darnton, John
The Experiment
Dutton
ISBN:0525945172
c1999
421pp Science Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Raised on a tiny island off the coast of Georgia called "the Lab", Skyler, Raisin and Julia do not
seem to question the fact that the only parents they have are the physicians who tend to all of
their needs. Yet, as childhood gives way to adulthood, life becomes both mysterious and
macabre as Sklyer escapes to the mainland, after losing his beloved "siblings" to evisceration at
the hands of the Lab physicians. The sudden discovery that he has a "twin" causes Skyler to head
to New York City to find him, hoping to be enlightened about his past and his tenuous future.
When he arrives he finds that not only is Jude his twin, but that Jude is involved in a relationship
with Tizzie, a double of his lost love Julia. As the clues come together, the three embark on a
frenzied cross-country search to discover the truth about their existence and who is responsible
for masterminding it. With political corruption and scientific malfeasance at the heart of this fast
paced adventure, Damton skillfully and accurately addresses current scientific controversies
surrounding the ramifications of human cloning.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Davis, Ossie Just Like Martin
Simon & Schuster
ISBN:0671732021
c1992 215 pp
Historical Fiction
Told through the voice of fourteen-year-old Isaac Stone, this story of fear, loss, hope, forgiveness
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and redemption is grounded in the historic events of the Korean War, the American civil rights
movement, and the assassinations ofMedgar Evans and JFK. Issac's passionate longing to be
just like Martin (Luther King, Jr.) becomes the major source of strength that allows him to face
the many challenges of his turbulent life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE
LEVELS: 5-9

Deaver, Julie Reece
The Night I Disappeared
Simon Pulse
ISBN:0613605861
c2002 256 pp
Realistic Fiction
Seventeen-year-old Jamie Tessman is a loner at her private school in Monterey, California. In
fact, the only friend she ever remembers having is Webb, an older boy with whom she has
maintained a close relationship for eight years. Just when it seems as ifthere could be romantic
overtones developing, Webb decides to spend the summer backpacking in Europe, while Jamie
departs for Chicago where her mother, a high profile criminal defense lawyer will be
representing a teen accused of murder. Though the separation is painful, Jamie finds comfort in
a new relationship as she inadvertently meets Morgan in a hospital emergency room following a
biking accident, and the two become fast friends. Although Jamie has begun to experience
periods of diminished awareness, it isn't until Morgan notices her mental disappearing act that
she is forced by her mother to seek help in determining the cause of her escapes into a fantasy
world. When the truth is exposed, Jamie and her mother are shocked to learn that Jamie's flights
of fancy have resulted from an involuntary self-preservation mechanism that has been operating
to shield Jamie from the pain of a devastating incident that happened the night Webb entered her
life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS:
High School
Devoto, Pat Cunningham
My Last Days as Roy Rogers
Warner Books
ISBN: 0446523887
c1999 358 pp
Fiction
Tab and Maudie May were never at a loss for finding summer fun in Brainbridge, Alabama
during the summer of 1954--the last "polio summer" before the Salk vaccine became available.
Opinions varied about what caused the spread of this crippling virus during the summer months
and various deterrents were employed: Brainbridge closed swimming pools and movie theatres
as a precautionary measure, and John, a friend of the girls, was sequestered in his basement
during the hottest hours of the day. While fear of the virus could not help but pervade the
thoughts of everyone, it nevertheless did not expunge the mischievousness of this ingenious
biracial female duo. Cunningham spins a realistic coming of age story within the context of
1950's southern culture that accurately conveys the slow, sleepy, unprogramed summers of days
gone by that today's teens may find quite unfamiliar and yet, appealing.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: 8-12/Adult
Doctorow, E.L.
Ragtime
Modem Library
ISBN:0679600884
c1975 320 pp
Historical Fiction
This novel is a composite ofreal (Remy Ford, Harry Houdini, J.P. Morgan, Emma Goldman,
Sigmund Freud, Theodore Dreiser) and imaginary characters in a magnificently constructed story
about life at the tum of the century. It is a fine study of the progressive era, which brought to
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many of its characters the difficulties of accepting change and the struggle for meaning and
stability. Doctorow explores issues ofrace and class in the early 1900s and refuses to sugarcoat
the horrific realities that were typical of the time. This book has commanded a wide readership
since its publication and has since been made into both a movie and a resoundingly successful
Broadway musical.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; Senior High School
Catalog; Best Books for Senior High Readers; National Book Critics Circle Award GRADE
LEVELS: 10 and Up

Doctotow, E.L.
World's Fair
Plume Books
ISBN:0452275725
c1985 288 pp
Historical Fiction
Readers will gain a truthful perspective of life in America during the Depression years as they
follow the stories of the Altshuler family and their struggles to eke out an existence supported by
the father's small profit from a Times Square music store. The engaging narrations are told from
the point of view of the youngest son, Edgar, interspersed by entries from Rose, the mother, and
Donald, the oldest son. Doctorow masterfully weaves history with the political and personal
values of this family that for better or for worse, supported one another throughout this most
difficult period of history.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review;
Best books for Senior High Readers; Adult National Book Award GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Dominick, Andie
Needles: A Memoir of Growing Up With Diabetes
Scribner
ISBN :0684842327
c 1998 220 pp
Biography
This author's personal narrative is a captivatingly, tragic account of the realities of living with
diabetes. At nine years of age Andie's older sister Denise, a fellow diabetic, recognizes her
sister's symptoms. Dominick spares few details, providing the reader with a firm understanding
of the difficulties of maintaining a body ravaged by this disease, and the psychological
implications that accompany chronic health problems. Dominick seems to want her readers to
know that even with such limitations, one never looses the capacity to have some control over
situations that are seemingly uncontrollable.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archive; School Library Journal; Booklist;
Core Collection for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Dorris, Michael
Broken Cord, The: A Family's Ongoing Struggle With Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome
Harper & Row
ISBN:0060460713
c1989 179 pp
Biography
At twenty-six, Michael Dorris is doing fieldwork in Alaska for his doctorate degree in
Anthropology when it becomes clear to him that he is ready to be a father. While he has heard of
unmarried females successfully adopting children, he is uncertain if unmarried males can do the
same. With the help of Catholic Social Services, Michael adopts Adam, a three-year-old
developmentally disabled Native American orphan who was a victim of child abuse. Believing
in the power of love and proper nurturing, Michael is certain that time will heal Adam's wounds.
Several years and two children later, a name is finally ascribed to Adam's developmental delay-Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. This heartfelt story describes the journey of this family as they gained a
mother (author Louise Erdrich) who was willing to love them all and to join in the struggle to
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identify and live with the limitations of Adam's debilitating life sentence. A forward written by
Erdrich and a short autobiography penned by Adam at age twenty accompanies the book.
REVIEW SOURCES: New York Times Book Review; ALA Outstanding Nonfiction Books for
the College Bound GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Dressen, Sarah
Keeping the Moon: A Novel
Viking
ISBN:0670885495
c1999 228 pp
Realistic Fiction
In a culture that adores the slender and abhors the obese, it is not uncommon for those who have
wrestled with unwanted pounds to be psychologically scarred by messages, both spoken and
unspoken, about their self-worth. Co lie, the teenaged daughter of a once obese fitness guru, is
begrudgingly sent to spend the summer with her overweight and eccentric aunt Mira in Colby,
North Carolina, while her mother tours Europe to promote her weight loss program. Colie has
successfully shed her extra forty-five and a half pounds, but is left, in her tender adolescence,
with the struggle to overcome the hurtful lies that have been propagated by some very cruel
classmates. Although her mother's mantra that "anyone who attempts is not a failure" rings in
her head, it isn't until she takes a job at the local diner that her self perception begins to change,
largely through the new friendships she forms there with three very colorful characters who,
along with Mira, help her see the true Co lie. Far from being a light-hearted treatment of the
socially rejected, Dressen offers intelligent and insightful philosophy, couched in the sometimes
humorous and sometimes painful realities oflife. Her array of characters are so richly drawn
that upon closing the book the reader will be convinced they have spent the summer in Colby.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; Publishers
Weekly; Library Journal; School Library Journal Best Books; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Readers GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Drucker, Olga Levy Kindertransport
Holt & Co.
ISBN:0394607988
c1992 146pp
Biography
Drucker recounts the saga of her life as a German Jew, spanning the years from 1932 when she
was just six years old through 1945 when she immigrated to America. Many of those years were
spent as a refugee living with several different families in England, having escaped certain death
under the Hitler regime through a rescue operation called Kindertransport. While she was
fortunate to be one of the ten thousand children saved by this humanitarian effort, it was
nevertheless a harrowing experience to be separated from her parents and her brother during a
large share of her formative years, never certain of her family's safety. This memoir is written
simply and truthfully, with a final plea for compassion for all child refugees that continue to be
victims of war.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly;
Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 8 and Up
Edwards, Kim
The Memory Keeper's Daughter
Viking
ISBN:0670034169
c2005 401 pp
Fiction
Following a whirlwind courtship, Dr. David Henry and his beautiful wife Norah waste no time
becoming parents. On a stormy, snowy night in 1964, the expectant couple is able to get only as
far as David's clinic before Norah begins to deliver. With the aid of Caroline, his faithful nurse,
David successfully delivers Paul, a perfect son. When contractions begin once more, Norah is
sedated while David delivers a second, unexpected child. His joy quickly turns to pain as he
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recognizes physical characteristics of Down syndrome in his baby daughter. Making a snap
decision to protect Norah from the difficult life ofraising a disabled child who would surely die
a premature death, David instructs Caroline to institutionalize Phoebe and never to speak of her.
As the first threads of deceit are spun, David tells Norah Paul's twin sister was stillborn.
Meanwhile, unable to leave Phoebe at what turns out to be a poorly managed and poorly funded
facility, Caroline decides to disappear and raise Phoebe on her own. As the story unfolds over
the next twenty-five years, David's lies and deception have destructive consequences for
everyone in his family, while Phoebe thrives within the loving care of a surrogate mother who
leaves no stone unturned in the fight for the rights of her special child.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Eisenberg, Nora
Just the Way You Want Me
Leapfrog Press
ISBN:0967952085
c2003 207 pp
Fiction
Betsy Vogel's father, Sam, is a labor organizer during the cold war era. In 1952 he refuses to
comply with the Taft-Hartley requirement that elected union officials disclaim association with
communists. While he is not affiliated with communism in any way, Sam believes it is against
his constitutional rights to be forced to make a public admission concerning his political
convictions. As a result, he is hounded and jailed several times during Betsy's young life. Sam
finally disappears, thinking it will be best for his family, however this erroneous decision has
such a huge impact on Betsy that even as she approaches her fortieth birthday (when the
narrative actually opens), she is struggling with the brokenness of her life. Betsy is under the
impression that her father is dead, but discovers her error when she finally gathers the courage to
visit the family gravesite. A cross-country hunt for the truth provides a sharp focus for the
devastation that resulted from the second Red scare that swept across America midway through
the twentieth century.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal Starred Review; Booklist; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Ellis, Deborah
The Heaven Shop
Fitzhenry & Whiteside ISBN:1550419080
c2004 186 pp
Realistic Fiction
Ellis addresses the profound impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic that has been raging out of
control for many years in Sub-Saharan Africa in this story about three children who are orphaned
as a result of this insidious disease. After the death of their mother, Binti, Junie and Kwasi
devote most of their time to study and to helping their father with his coffin building business.
Binti becomes the proud star of a weekly radio program sharing her income with the family.
When their father dies, the children want nothing more than to stay together. Grasping aunts and
uncles have other ideas, and the children are forced to separate, consigned to relatives who treat
them miserably. Unwilling to tolerate the cruel situations in which they find themselves, each of
the children escapes, with the hope that they can find a way to be reunited. Drawing from
conversations with numerous children who actually live similar lives as her characters, Ellis
skillfully portrays the ways in which this plague devastates families and communities, as she
underscores the lack of education concerning this virus and the discrimination towards those who
are affected by it. An author's note is appended, providing insightful comments and statistics
concerning HIV/AIDS as well as a short interview depicting the passion underlying Ellis'
literary works. This story is an invaluable contribution to children's literature.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 5-9

Engel, Howard
Memory Book
Carroll & Graf
ISBN:0786716444
c2006 248 pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Private investigator Benny Cooperman has emerged from a coma after eight weeks to discover
that he can no longer read. Found in a dumpster with a severe head wound near a university in
Toronto (next to a professor with a similar wound that proved fatal), Benny must now navigate
his way through the enveloping fog in his mind to solve his personal mystery. Benny's
condition, alexia sine agraphia, renders him able to write yet unable to read what he has just
written. With the help of his memory book, a rehabilitation tool that allows him to organize his
investigation, and that of his long time girl friend Anna Abraham, Benny painstakingly solves
the crime. While the story itself is not one of the most riveting mysteries, its strength is in the
clear descriptions of the struggle to cope with this strange and debilitating disorder. This clarity
comes from first hand experience as Engel himself awoke one morning and found himself with
the same disability having suffered a small stroke as he slept. An afterword written by clinical
neurologist Oliver Sacks details the incredible courage and determination that was necessary for
Engel, in his seventh decade of life, to complete this eleventh book in his Benny Cooperman
senes.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus
Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Erdrich, Louise
The Master Butchers Singing Club
Perennial
ISBN:0060935332
c2004 416 pp
Historical Fiction
It is difficult to place this celebrated novel in any one time period, as the story spans the years
from the end of the First World War through the Great Depression and on through the Second
World War. It is largely the stories ofFidelis Waldvogel, an American immigrant who arrives in
New York carrying only his butcher knives (the tools of his trade) and a suitcase of sausages, and
of Delphine Watzka, an amazingly loving woman who shepherds Fidelis through most of his life.
The story is a rich tapestry of the lives of his family and the people who inhabit the small town of
Argus, North Dakota. This book was selected by the State Library oflowa as the 2005 All
Iowa Reads selection.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus
Starred Review; Library Journal; Booklist Editor's Choice Award; All Iowa Reads Selection
2005 GRADE LEVLES: 11 and Up
Ewing, Lynne
Party Girl
Alfred A. Knopf
ISBN:0679892850
c1998 110 pp
Realistic Fiction
Anna and Kata were inseparable for most of their young lives until one horrible night when a
bullet from a drive-by shooting took Anna away, along with her unborn child. Uncertain how she
will go on without her best friend and dancing partner, Kata's story illustrates the terrifying and
dangerous world of gangs. Kata's home, far from being a haven, stirs loneliness and misery in
her soul each time she walks through the door and finds her intoxicated mother unable and
unwilling to provide the nurturing and love Kata so desperately needs. As a result, Kata
develops a tenacious desire to make positive changes in her life. Having spent several years
working for the Los Angeles Department of Social Services, Ewing no doubt drew from her
experiences to fashion this fast-paced piece ofrealistic fiction.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; YALSA
Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Fariello. Griffin
Red Scare: Memories of the American Inquisition
Avon Books
ISBN:0380727110
c1995 548 pp Narrative Nonfiction
Griffin Fariello has created a historically significant piece of work documenting the hysteria of
the anti-communist era of the late 1940s and early 1950s through this collection of personal
narratives of some seventy people who were directly impacted by this egregious assault on the
American public. Fariello's introduction provides a clear, concise synopsis of the McCarthy era
while his prefaces to the entries, which contain informative notes concerning the circumstances
under which each person was interrogated, are invaluable. This highly readable and substantive
compilation serves as a point ofrecollection to those who lived through this time and as a point
of primary source information for those who wish to experience a variety of personal
perspectives about this period of American history.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archive; Booklist; Library Journal;
Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Faulkner, William
The Reivers: A Reminiscence
Vintage
ISBN:0679741925
c1962 320 pp
Fiction Classics
Faulkner spins a hilarious yam through the misadventures of three companions from quiet little
Jefferson, Mississippi at the tum of the century. Eleven-year-old Lucius Priest, his older cousin
Boon, and a black hired hand "borrow" Grandfather's brand new automobile and head for
Memphis where they learn many lessons about life in a big city. It becomes the ride of a lifetime
for innocent Lucius, who experiences the wild world of gambling, bawdy houses, horse racing,
and political corruption. His well-instilled sense of right and wrong ultimately become his
undoing as he faces his grandfather in one of Faulkner's most touching and instructive
interchanges. While Faulkner's writing style has a tendency to be somewhat difficult, a wellseasoned reader will find this a great story.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Best Books for Senior High Readers;
Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 10-12/Adult
Fitzgerald, F. Scott The Great Gatsby
Scribner
ISBN:0743273567
c1953 180pp Fiction Classics
Set in the first years following WWI, this literary classic serves as a study of the decade
preceding the Great Depression with its unprecedented wealth that fostered the decay of social
and moral values America held dear at the tum of the century. An understanding of the great
wealth this country enjoyed prior to Black Thursday gives greater meaning to the depth of
devastation the stock market crash created. As Fitzgerald intimated in this novel, one can only
make meaning of the present by examining the past. The New Yorker magazine called this "one
of the most scrupulously observed and beautifully written of American novels."
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Best
Books for Senior High Readers GRADE LEVELS: 10-12/Adult
Follett, Ken
Jackdaws
Dutton ISBN:0525946284
c2001 384pp Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Jackdaws is the WWII code name for a group of female special operations agents headed by
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"Flick" (a.k.a Felicity Clariet), whose mission it is to destroy the telecommunications capabilities
of the Germans near Reims in the last few hours before D-Day. This fast paced thriller, (which
follows a ten-day timeline) takes some humorous twists, but the action never lags in this tribute
to the fifty courageous women sent into France as secret agents by the Special Operations
Executive, who risked their lives to combat the maniacal schemes of the Nazis.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Ford, Michael Thomas
The Voices of AIDS
William Morrow
ISBN:078578537X
c1995 221 pp Narrative Nonfiction
Ford confesses the most difficult task in creating this work was not in finding enough willing
voices, but in choosing what to use from all of the inspiring stories he gathered. Drawing from
interviews of twelve people, this book provides insight into the realities of the HIV virus and the
ramifications for its victims. Heard through the experiences of AIDS patients, some of their
friends and relatives, as well as AIDS educators and activists, these voices are instructive and
non-judgmental. Written in a question and answer format (interspersed with short chapters about
AIDS Fast Facts), Ford manages to provide a hopeful tone that is designed above all else to
educate the reader and to dispel common misunderstandings about this devastating disease. An
appendix provides contact information for the National AIDS Clearinghouse, the National AIDS
Hotline, and the names and contact information for the people featured in the book.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archive; Publisher's Weekly; School Library
Journal; Booklist GRADE LEVELS: 8-12/Adult
Fouts, Roger & Mills, Stephen Tukel Next ofKin: My Conversations With Chimpanzees
Morrow
ISBN:068814862X
c1997 420 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
Roger Fouts dreamed of being a child psychologist, but his career took a different path when he
became a graduate assistant at the University of Nevada working with Allen Gardner on his
project of teaching Washoe, a young chimpanzee from the NASA program to communicate
using American Sign Language. This fascinating personal saga of Fouts' thirty-year journey
with Washoe and other chimpanzees provides evidence that these biological relatives of ours are
indeed intelligent, that they have the ability to communicate thoughts and feelings with humans
and with one another, and that they have the desire to live in community with well defined
cultural rules. These observations, coupled with the deep respect that Fouts holds for these
creatures, has convinced him that keeping them in captivity is morally and ethically wrong,
fostering his current crusade for the humane treatment of animals.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Library Journal. Booklist; Kirkus; GRADE
LEVELS: High School
Fradin, Dennis Brin dell & Fradin, Judith Bloom The Power of One: Daisy Bates and the
Little Rock Nine
Clarion Books
ISBN:061831556X
c2004 159 pp
Biography
While the scope of this book covers the entire life of this courageous civil rights activist, the
primary focus is that of her tireless leadership and mentoring of the nine African American
Arkansas students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock in 1957.
The authors have skillfully woven archival materials and interviews of the Little Rock Nine with
accounts from Mrs. Bates' relatives to provide a comprehensive rendering of the impact this one
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woman made in the struggle for equality. Black and white period photographs and an appended
bibliography accompany this captivating tribute to a true American heroine.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog, Senior High School Catalog;
School Library Journal Starred Review; Booklist; Multicultural Review; Bulletin of the Center
for Children's Books; Hom Book GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Frank, Rudolf
No Hero for the Kaiser
William Marrow
ISBN:0688060935
c1931 222 pp
Historical Fiction
When German and Russian forces meet one another in Jan's small Polish village, their battles
have devastating consequences. After the firing ceases, Jan discovers he is the sole survivor,
with the exception of his father (a soldier for the Russian army) and his dog, Flox. Before
leaving the village, the Germans make Jan and Flox their mascots as they all set off to pursue the
Russians. Over the next two years, Jan lives through the relentless terror of war until he quietly
slips away to avoid becoming an honorary German citizen. First published in Germany in 1931,
this novel was banned and publicly burned two years later by the Third Reich in protest of its
strong anti-war message. The book was reissued in 1979 and was then skillfully translated into
English in 1986.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; ALA Notable Children's Book GRADE
LEVELS: 6-9
Franklin, Kristine L. Dove Song
Candlewick Press
ISBN:0763604097
c1999 190pp
Fiction
Growing up is a big job for children, and some must do it in spite of family hardship. Franklin
has created a heat-rending story of one such family whose father has been sent to Vietnam,
leaving behind his two young teenagers and a wife who is prone to severe episodes of
depression. Given the time period, when mental illnesses were kept secret, Bobbie Lynn and her
older brother Mason try to keep the household running, not daring to share their painful truth, but
then their father is reported missing in action and their mother plummets into a state of severe
depression. When the load becomes too heavy, Bobbie Lynn shares pieces of her predicament
with her best friend. The children soon learn that guardian angles are indeed real, and that often,
they are in the form of people around them who show care and compassion when it is needed
most.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; School Library Journal;
Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 5-10
Freedman, Russell The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marion Anderson and the Struggle
for Equal Rights
Clarion Books
ISBN:0618159762
c2004
114pp
Biography
Marion Anderson did not set out to advance the cause of civil rights in America, although that is
just what she did in her historic performance on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on Easter
Sunday, 1939. Anderson had studied and performed in Europe prior to that Easter where she
was respected and admired as a superb artist. Yet she was not accepted in her own country until
Eleanor Roosevelt pledged her support by resigning from the DAR, a women's political group
who denied Anderson the right to perform in Constitution Hall. This short, well-researched
biography is highly recommended for middle readers, but could be appreciated by anyone with
an interest in the life of one of this country's greatest performers.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; School Library Journal;
Multicultural Review; Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; ALA Notable
Children's Book; Newbery Honor Book; School Library Journal Best Books GRADE LEVELS:
5-9
Frey, James
A Million Little Pieces
Talese
ISBN:0385507755
c2003 381 pp
Biography
Frey's candid and riveting narrative of his life of addiction to alcohol and drugs, which
ultimately instigated a brush with criminal activities and admission to a rehabilitation program,
has been publicly challenged for its veracity. Whether his truths are slightly fabricated seems
immaterial to this reviewer, as his journey through the darkness of despair toward hard-won
redemption provides an instructive message of hope. Clearly, Frey wishes to apprise his readers
that addiction knows no boundaries: it is classless; its victims are represented by virtually every
age, race, economic status, and profession. His simple conversational prose quickly acquaints
readers with an extensive cast of characters that will leave indelible memories in their minds.
The one page endnote revealing the fates of several of these characters provides a truly powerful
finish.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Library
Journal; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Friend, Natasha
Peifect
Milkweed Editions ISBN: 1571316515
c2004 172 pp
Realistic Fiction
Friend takes the reader on one family's journey of healing after the premature loss of a beloved
husband and father. Thirteen-year-old Isabelle develops an eating disorder in response to her
mother's inability to help her daughters and herself work through the grief.
Pictures have been removed from the walls, familiar family rituals have been abandoned, and
most devastating of all, his name is never mentioned. After Isabelle's younger sister April finds
her purging her dinner, Isabelle is forced to attend group therapy where she is shocked to
encounter Ashley, one of the most "perfect" girls at her school. In little time the shared secret
between the two girls creates a bond that reinforces their bulimic behavior. Only through the
determined interventions of her therapist and her wise Aunt Weezy does Isabelle begin to gain
the strength and the courage to confront her mother and to look toward a future that includes
more healthful ways of coping with the trauma in her life. With this story, Friend has made an
important contribution to the world of young adult literature as she underscores the fact that no
matter how things are perceived from the outside, in reality they are not as perfect as they seem.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Hole In My Life
Gantos, Jack
Farrar, Straus and Giroux ISBN:0374399883 c2002 199 pp
Biography
This celebrated author of children's and young adult literature offers an autobiographical account
of the life events that led to a fifteen-month federal prison sentence for smuggling hashish aboard
a ship he sailed with a co-conspirator from Florida to New York. Coming from a family with
precious little resources and an abundance of hard luck, Gantos clearly needed money to pay for
college so that he could satisfy his deep desire to become a writer. Nevertheless, the candid
admissions of this misguided child of the 70s about his struggles to find himself are fascinating
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and instructive. Ultimately, he seems to want readers to gain a sense that it is important for
young adults to thoughtfully analyze big decisions and to know that it is possible to overcome
some momentous mistakes if one is willing to heed the lessons of those errors.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; School
Library Journal; Hom Book; Publishers Weekly; Michael L Printz Honor Book; Vandergrift 100
GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up

George, Jean Craighead
Charlie's Raven
Dutton Children's Books ISBN:0525472193
c2004
190pp
Fiction
Nestled within the grandeur of the Grand Teton Mountains, thirteen-year-old Charlie has thrived
under the tutelage of his beloved grandfather, a retired naturalist, who is struggling to regain his
health following a debilitating heart attack. A Sioux legend Charlie learns from his storytelling
friend Singing Bird teaches that ravens can cure the infirmed, and Charlie is determined to put
this legend into practice. Before long Charlie's raven, Blue Sky, becomes a constant companion
whose presence does indeed have a surprisingly powerful effect on the old naturalist. George
creates a very strong sense of place in this story that instructs readers about both nature and
Native American culture.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Kirkus Reviews; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: 4-7
Gerritsen, Tess
Bloodstream
Pocket Books ISBN:067101675X
c1998
324pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
This suspense-filled medical thriller finds the town of Tranquility, Maine in a frenetic hunt for
the cause of a rash of acts of mayhem and murder, committed by teens that have no former
history of violent behavior. Dr. Claire Elliot and her son Noah, newcomers to the town, are swept
up in the mystery, first as innocent bystanders, but as the wave of violence continues, Noah
becomes just as wild and uncontrollable as the other teens. Constrained by economic concerns
that would impact the town's summer tourism industry, Clarie, working in tandem with Police
Chief Kelly, explore and discard several theories before the truth is finally revealed.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers
Weekly GRADE LEVELS: 8-12/Adult
Giardina, Denise
Storming Heaven
W.W. Norton & Company ISBN:0393024407 c1987 312 pp
Historical Fiction
The industrial revolution brought a new way of life for Americans, but not without violent
confrontations. Giardina bases this novel on the historic Battle of Blair Mountain in which
10,000 workers staged an armed revolt against the coal mine operators of West Virginia in
1921. Told through the voices of its four major characters whose love and respect for their land
is grossly violated, this superbly crafted story portrays the struggle to bring justice to the laborers
of the coal mines.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Library
Journal; Best Books for Senior High Readers GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Giblin, James Cross The Life and Death ofAdolfHitler
Clarion Books
ISBN:0395903718
c2002 223 pp

Biography
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While recommended for grades 7-9, this candid look at the life and times of the man who
catalyzed the initiation of WWII is comprehensive, well-researched and masterfully written, with
an appeal for teens and adults as well. Its focus is on Hitler the man, avoiding the history of the
holocaust and the war but instead highlighting this leader's reactions to those events as they
played out over time. Of particular interest are the many black and white photos and a
concluding chapter on the origin of the worldwide neo-Nazi movement.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Hom Book; School Library Journal; Booklist; Starred Review; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books GRADE LEVLES: 7 and Up
Giff, Patricia Reilly Lily's Crossing
Delacorte Press ISBN:0385321422
c1997 180pp
Fiction
This heartbreaking story about the loss of parents, a child's most important anchor, depicts the
healing that comes with the passage of time and the hope that is gained through the help of
devoted friends. Lily misses the mother she never really knew and now her father has been
called to serve in WWII. While her father is away, Lily befriends Albert, whose parents secured
the safe passage of their children from Budapest before they perished at the hands of the Nazis.
Sadly, his sister's illness prevented her immigration. Lily and Albert spend one agonizing
summer together, sharing the secrets of their hearts, struggling to make sense of their losses and
loneliness, only to discover a year later that happiness can return to lives that have been shattered
by separation and war. While this book is targeted for younger readers, as with any good story,
it can be cherished by anyone.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Hom
Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Publishers Weekly; Newbery Honor Book;
ALA Notable Children's Book GRADE LEVELS: 5-8
Glovach, Linda
Beauty Queen
Harper Collins
ISBN :006205161 X
c 1998 169 pp
Realistic Fiction
Gravely impacted by life with her alcoholic mother who lives with an abusive boyfriend,
Samantha is determined to forge a happier existence. On the advice of her therapist, Sam keeps
a journal of her thoughts and feelings, of which a few short months is offered as the format of
this grisly tale. To gain courage to perform at her lucrative job as a topless dancer, Sam accepts
help from a fellow co-worker in the form of heroin, which does in fact curb her inhibitions and
produces wildly successful results. Unfortunately she is deceived not only by her newfound
bravery but also by the unsavory clientele at her job. Though there are a few who try to rescue
her, their lukewarm attempts cannot surmount the vice-like grip of heroin. While it is commonly
known that a downward spiral will always follow the initial euphoria of this drug, what is most
strikingly communicated here is that it takes very little time to happen.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; YALSA Quick Picks
for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 10 And Up
Going, Kelly L.
Fat Kid Rules the World
G.P. Putnam's Sons ISBN:0399239901
c2003 187 pp
Realistic Fiction
Troy Billings can remember a time when he wasn't fat, but it was a long time ago. Now, at
seventeen and 296 pounds, he is tired of the humor people seem to find in fat people: even his
kid brother is embarrassed by his appearance. As the story opens, Troy is standing on the
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subway platform contemplating a jump when Curt MacCrae, a homeless sometime student at
Troy's high school (who sits on a proverbial pedestal for his amazing talent as a punk guitarist)
intervenes. As a result, this unlikely duo form a friendship that dares to examine life on a plane
that can only be reached by exposure to some of its most painful moments. Through endless
struggles and many moments of anger and confusion with one anther, these boys finally find a
way to subdue each other's demons, leaving behind a sense of hope for both of their futures. The
strong language and realistic themes should limit the audience to older readers.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; School Library Journal Best Books; Booklist Editors'
Choice; Michael L. Printz Honor; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS:
High School
Granfield, Linda
I Remember Korea: Veterans Tell Their Stories of the Korean War,
1950-1953
Clarion Books ISBN:061817740X
c2003
119 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
This collection of thirty-two stories from American and Canadian soldiers who served in the
"Forgotten War" was written explicitly for students. These men and women represent a variety
of service areas--medical, supply, infantry, and naval. Their interesting and honest accounts of
wartime experiences will deepen the understanding of the impact of war on the personal lives of
those who saw it first hand. Each story is accompanied by at least one black and white personal
photo. A timeline of the war, a glossary, a bibliography, and a list of web sites are appended.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books GRADE
LEVELS: 6-12
Griesemer, John
No One Thinks of Greenland
Picador USA ISBN:0312283369 c2002 320pp Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Based in fact, this unsettling novel exposes the operation of a top-secret military hospital in
Greenland where critically wounded Korean soldiers, listed as MIAs, were evacuated merely to
die. Rudy Spruance is mysteriously stationed at "the Wing" to start a base newspaper. When he
probes too far, strange things begin to happen: Rudy finds himself in a struggle to reveal the truth
about the hospital, to rescue the people he loves, and to leave Greenland alive. Fraught with
tension and characters that come alive, this novel has been likened by critics to Heller's Catch-22
and Southem's Dr. Strangelove.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Grooms, Anthony Bombingham
The Free Press
ISBN:0743205588
c2001 320 pp
Historical Fiction
After Walter Burke witnesses the death of his friend Haywood, in Vietnam, he tries desperately
to carry out his promise to write a personal note to Haywood's parents. Walter's thoughts about
his friend's arbitrary death amidst the destruction and violence of the war tum his thoughts to his
painful childhood in Birmingham during the height of the civil rights movement. Through
Walter's reflections, it becomes apparent that he experienced, at an impressionable age, his first
encounters with arbitrary death, destruction and violence--within his family and his community
alike--and that Walter continues to wrestle with those demons.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly
Starred Review; Kirkus; Booklist Editors' Choice Adult Fiction for Young Adults GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult

Giindisch, Karin
How I Became an American
Cricket Books
ISBN:0812648757
c2001 120pp
Historical Fiction
Based on immigrant's letters from 1902 to 1986, this is the story of a German family who,
through hard work and perseverance, find a better way of life in America. Employing a skilled
approach to character development, the author acquaints us with the Bonfert family through the
voice of ten-year-old Johann. Providing a clear picture of his family's day-to-day life at the tum
of the twentieth century, Johann recounts the hardships experienced during the passage to
America, the helplessness and anguish that accompanied sickness and death at a time when
medical science lacked sophistication, and the many struggles immigrants faced as they tried to
become assimilated into the new culture.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Children's Catalog;
Middle and Junior High School Catalog; ALA Notable Children's Book GRADE LEVELS: 4-8
Guterson, David
Snow Falling on Cedars
Harcourt Brace
ISBN:0151004439
c1994 345 pp
Historical Fiction
Written with a clarity that almost allows a visual experience, this tale, set in the Pacific
Northwest, centers around a murder trial that is fueled by lingering scars of the past. Carl Heine,
the victim of a fishing boat accident, was allegedly killed by Kabuo Miyamoto; the proposed
motive being a long-standing family quarrel over land rights. Flashbacks in the memories of
several main characters highlight equally important storylines: World War II and it's inward and
outward after effects, Japanese internment camps, racial prejudice, and the struggles that often
accompany moral decisions.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist;
Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Haddix, Margaret Peterson
Running Out of Time
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers ISBN:068900843 c1995
184 pp Fiction
Jesse and her family are happy living the life of pioneers in the 1840s until diphtheria begins to
spread like wild fire throughout their village. Jesse's mom is the town midwife, yet she knows
she has no cure for this disease except to divulge the very deep secret to Jesse that no other child
in Clifton knows. Depending on the unwavering resourcefulness of her daughter, Mrs. Keyser
sends Jesse through a secret passageway to the year 1996 to retrieve the necessary medical help
The inhabitants of Clifton, once willing participants in an historical tourist attraction, have
become human experimental subjects whose survival safety nets have been secretly withdrawn in
the name of science. Now it's up to Jesse to do something about it before it is too late, which
could very well result in the loss of her life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Booklist; School Library J oumal; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults;
Y ALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 4-8
Haddon, Mark
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night: A Novel
Doubleday
ISBN:0385509456
c2003
226pp

Fiction
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Upon the discovery of his neighbor's dead dog, Wellington, Fifteen-year-old Christopher Boone
takes the reader along on his unsanctioned quest to find Wellington's killer. For the reader, the
most interesting part of the journey is not the destination but in the mind of this teen-age sleuth
who struggles against the limitations of autism. Through Christopher's character, Haddon has
sculpted a terrain that takes unusual twists and turns to accommodate a hero that is confused by
body language, frustrated by the nuances of spoken language, disgusted by physical touching,
fearful of interactions with strangers, and repulsed by the color yellow. To his credit,
Christopher is compassionate and seeks a connection with others, a quality not typically
associated with autism. In addition, he is a mathematical wiz who calms himself by doing
complex math problems in his head. Surprisingly, the evidence that Christopher gradually
uncovers not only reveals the solution of Wellington's demise, but also some unexpected secrets
surrounding the untimely death of his mother.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers
Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus Starred Review; ALA Notable Books; Library Journal Best
Books; Alex Award; Booklist Editors' Choice; School Library Journal Adult Books for High
School Students; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Haiam, Ann
Dr. Franklin's Island
Wendy Lamb Books ISBN:0385900562
c2002 245 pp
Science Fiction
The thrill that top-notch British science students Semi, Miranda and Amie experience after being
chosen to travel to the Galapagos Islands and the rain forests of Ecuador suddenly turns to
nightmarish horror when their plane crashes in the ocean and they become the only three
survivors stranded on an apparently deserted island. Days become weeks and the teens survive
as a result of their resourcefulness. When Amie mysteriously disappears, the girls' search for
him leads them into the underground world of the deranged scientist Dr. Franklin, who hopes to
create a superhuman breed that can mutate at will from creature to human. Inspired by H. G.
Wells's The Island of Dr. Moreau, this chilling adventure sets the imagination in motion as
readers identify with the teens that become specimens in the doctor's lab.
REVIEW SOUCES: Senior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books;
Booklist; School Library Journal; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 8
and Up
Hampton. Wilborn
Kennedy Assassinated! The World Mourns: A Reporter's Story
CandlewickPress
ISBN:1564028119
c1997 96pp
NarrativeNonfiction
Wilborn Hampton is a young journalist just hired in his first position with the UPI wire service
when he receives the first notice that three shots have been fired at President Kennedy's
motorcade. His career took him many places over the ensuing years, covering numerous newsbreaking events, yet he regards that tragic day in November 1963 as the biggest story of his life.
This minute-by-minute chronicle of how reporters collected the facts as they crystallized will
inform readers of the extraordinary shock and grief that Americans experienced on the day that
was a turning point in this nation's history. Numerous historic black and white photos
accompany the text, many of which will be familiar to those whose memories stretch back to that
dreadful day.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books GRADE
LEVELS: 5 and Up
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Hardlitschka, Shelley Kat's Fall
Orea
ISBN:155143312
c2004
176 pp
Realistic Fiction
Darcy and his sister Kat cope with life surprisingly well, given the obstacles set before them:
their mother has been in prison for ten years, convicted of dropping Kat from a balcony when she
was an infant. Their father does little more than provide the basic necessities of life, so Darcy
has assumed the serious responsibility of looking after Kat, who suffers from epilepsy and
deafness. When their mother is released from prison, the family dynamic quickly changes,
forcing every member to come to terms with issues and secrets of the past and present.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Y ALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult
Readers GRADE LEVELS: High School
Hantman, Pete
Sweetblood
Simon & Schuster
ISBN:0689850484
c2003 180 pp
Realistic Fiction
Lucy, a.k.a. Sweetblood, has been coping with diabetes ever since an encounter with a bat at the
age of six. Now in high school, Lucy has developed a theory that a person with untreated
diabetes can exhibit behaviors that resemble those of the vampires that have been described in
stories and legends. Her theory generates an interest in the goth/vampire subculture that leads
her to frequent a vampire chat room all too often, resulting in a detrimental impact on her grades,
on her relationships, and most importantly on her health. Hautman, a diabetic himself, skillfully
explores the search one very gifted teenager makes to find her true inner self as she struggles to
accept the challenge ofliving with this invasive disease.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Centers for
Children's Books; Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults GRADE LEVELS: 8-12
Havill, Juanita
Eyes Like Willy's
Harper Collins
ISBN:0688136729
c2004 144pp
Historical Fiction
While vacationing in Austria with their parents, French natives Guy and Sarah meet Willy and
they become fast friends. Successive summer vacations deepen the bond between this
threesome, until family hardship and the Great War invade their perfect world. Guy and
Willy become soldiers for their respective countries, yet allegiance to country does not interfere
with allegiance to the bonds of friendship. An author's note about WWI and a short bibliography
are included.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Middle and Junior High School
Catalog; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:6-9
Hemmingway, Ernest A Farewell to Arms
Scribner
ISBN:0684801469
cl957
336pp
Fiction
Classics
Hemmingway is known for his unhappy endings and this book is no exception. In this novel, he
explores the grim reality of combat and the relationship between love and pain set against the
backdrop of WWI. Lieutenant Frederic Henry, an American ambulance driver for the Italian
army, becomes involved in a superficial relationship with Catherine, an English nurse's aide at a
British hospital who has recently lost her fiance to the war. Following a series of unfortunate
events on the front lines of battle, Henry and Catherine develop a deep love for one another,
which is ultimately the catalyst for the story's tragic ending. Intertwined with the love story is
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one of literatures most famous descriptions of the German attack on Caporetto. This is a tender
tale that exposes the harsh realities of war.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Best Books for Senior High Readers;
Library Journal; YALSA Outstanding Books for the College Bound GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult

Hemmingway, Ernest
A Moveable Feast
Scribner
ISBN:0684833638
c1964 207 pp
Biography
This memoir depicts a small portion of the life of one of the most famous literary talents during
the beginning of his career. Hemmingway describes the time he spent in Paris with his first wife
and their infant son in the 1920s, just as he was gaining professional momentum. Readers will
visit sidewalk cafes and beautiful ski resorts, and will catch glimpses of Hemmingway' s
relationships with notable persons like F. Scott Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, and Ezra
Pound. Written nearly forty years later and published posthumously, this retrospective account
of the author's life is a tender memory of the past, which contains only fragments of
foreshadowing of the doom he would encounter later in life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Hersey, John
The Wall
Knopf
ISBN:0394756967
c1950 632 pp
Historical Fiction Classics
Presented as the personal journal of Noach Levinson, which was purportedly uncovered in the
Warsaw ghetto shortly after the end of WWII, this story records the escape of forty men and
women from the torture, starvation, humiliation and cruelty suffered at the hands of the Nazis.
Although disturbing, this account is a tribute to the courageous constitution of those who lived
this tragedy, of those who perished, and those who miraculously survived.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Hesse, Karen
A Time ofAngels
Hyperion
ISBN:0786812095
c1995 256 pp
Historical Fiction
Hesse writes masterful historical fiction for the young adult audience, but her stories have appeal
for readers of all ages. Using primary source information to research her stories, Hesse has a
talent for recreating the time period with an emotional appeal that will keep the characters
walking through the mind of the reader well after the final page has been read. This story is set
in Boston during the last year of WWI. As our country was busy supporting the war in any
number of ways, a pandemic influenza virus was also busy claiming the lives of those in its path.
In the end, eight and a half million people died in the war, while twenty-two million were lost to
the flu. Hannah Gold, a fourteen-year-old Jewish American, suffers through this horrific period,
learning many important life lessons--some tragic and some triumphant.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Kirkus; Vandergrift 100 GRADE
LEVELS: 6-9
Hesse, Karen
Letters From Rifka
Holt & Co.
ISBN:0805019642
1992 148pp
Historical Fiction
Hesse explores the immigration experience ofRifka, a young Russian Jew, which is based on the
actual experiences of the author's great aunt's journey to America. Before she leaves Russia,
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Rifka's cousin gives her a book of poetry by the Russian writer, Alexander Pushkin. Lacking
paper of any other kind, Rifka writes letters to her cousin in the margins of this beloved book,
creating a chronology of her passage to freedom. Along the way, Rifka suffers disease, sickness,
and separation from her family, yet she displays an amazing amount of courage and compassion
as she finally reaches America against insurmountable odds.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Publishers
Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; Vandergrift 100; ALA Notable Children's Book GRADE
LEVELS: 5 and up

Hesse, Karen
Out of the Dust
Scholastic
ISBN: 0590360809
c1997 240pp
Historical Fiction
Written in poetic free verse, this book is a quick and easy read, yet its literary style increases the
overall effectiveness of the emotional impact of the book as it realistically captures, in very few
words, the horrific day-to-day life of those who experienced the dust bowl days.
The ideas it explores (relationships are worth the effort they take, time helps to heal pain, the
importance of forgiveness, the value of navigating through life's unexpected disappointments)
are relevant concepts for any age group. The inclusion of dates at the end of each verse is a
simple yet effective way for readers to place this story in history. This well researched book is a
winner, without flaw, that could be enjoyed by just about anyone who chose to read it.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly;
Kirkus; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Newbery Winner;
Vandergrift 100; ALA Notable Children's Book; School Library Journal Best Books; Booklist
Editor's Choice; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 6 and up
Hesser, Terry Spencer
Kissing Doorknobs
Delacorte Press ISBN:0385323298
c1998 149pp
Realistic Fiction
Tarra Sullivan has always been a worrywart, but when worry suddenly becomes uncontrollable
fixations that can not be controlled, her life and the life of her family takes a dramatic tum for the
worst. It begins with the normal childhood game of stepping over cracks as not to break her
mother's back, but soon she needs to know just how many cracks she avoided. The obsession
becomes so great that she can't risk distraction by walking with her friends. If she is interrupted
and loses count there is nothing to do but run back to the point of origin and begin again, often
amidst tears of frustration. Tarra's parents begin quarreling, her sister is reprimanded by school
authorities for acting like Tarra's personal bodyguard, and her mother begins to consume
unhealthy amounts of wine. Doctors never seem to accurately diagnose the problem, and the
situation continues to escalate until finally a high school science teacher puts Tarra in touch
with a student who has spent a few years and many hours of hard work confronting his
obsessive/compulsive tendencies. This life-changing introduction is the beginning of a long
delayed journey toward recovery.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Bulletin for the Center for Children's Books; Booklist; School Library J oumal;
Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Y ALSA Best 100 Books 1950-2000; Y ALSA Best Books for
Young Adults; Y ALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 612

40

Hiaasen, Carl
Flush
Alfred A. Knopf
ISBN: 0375824821
c2005 263pp
Fiction
Noah and Abbey Underwood hone their sleuthing skills through efforts to vindicate their father,
Paine, who has been arrested for sinking a floating gambling casino in the Florida Keys. Paine is
convinced that the owner of the boat is dumping raw sewage into the local waters, but the Coast
Guard seems to be turning a blind eye. Now Paine must rely on his children and the boat owner's
ex-girlfriend to provide proof of his suspicions before his wife becomes too exasperated with
her environmentally crazed husband. Fraught with plot twists and hilarity that is quintessential
Hiaasen, Flush makes an environmental statement that readers young and old will appreciate.
REVIEW SORCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Kirkus;
YALSA Best Books for Young Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult
Readers; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: 5-8
Hiaasen, Carl
Hoot
Alfred A. Knopf ISBN:0375821813
c2002 227 pp
Fiction
Hiaasen has been delighting adult audiences with his twisted, and at times, irreverent sense of
humor for more than twenty years. Hoot is his first attempt at writing for young adults, and his
reputation for hilarity remains untarnished. Roy Eberhardt has recently moved with his family to
Coconut Grove where he is struggling as the new kid in this Florida town. More of concern to
Roy, however, is the fleeting appearance of a mysterious teen that runs barefoot through the
streets, seemingly on some urgent mission. Roy's determination to find out about this puzzling
situation ultimately draws him into an intriguing environmental clash with a powerful business
corporation.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Hom Book; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus;
Vandergrift 100; ALA Notable Children's Book; Newbery Honor Book; YALSA Best Books for
Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 5-9
Higgins, Jack
Flight ofEagles
Putnam's Sons ISBN:0399143769
c1998 328 pp
Historical Fiction
This action packed WWII novel follows the lives of Max and Harry, identical twins, born of a
German mother and an American father. Following the death of their father, the boys' mother
decides to take her young teens back to Germany, but needs financial assistance to do so. The
boys' grandfather is willing to help, with the stipulation that one of the boys remains stateside
with him. Having developed a love for flying at an early age, both boys become WWII pilots-on opposing sides of the battle. This easy to read story takes twists and turns that will surprise
readers to the very end.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Hillerman, Tony
Finding Moon
HaperCollins ISBN:0061092614
c1995 319 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Moon Mathias, a plain and somewhat uncertain newspaper man, experiences an irrevocable
change in his world when a phone call informs him that his mother has fallen ill at an airport
waiting for a flight to Manila. Moon soon discovers that she was en route to assume
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responsibility for her Vietnamese granddaughter, fathered by Moon's late brother Ricky, an
American businessman who had worked in Southeast Asia. Moon has no choice but to take over
for his mother. The simple transfer suddenly becomes a dangerous rescue operation along the
Mekong Delta that leads Moon to his niece, an unforeseen romance, and most importantly, a new
vision of himself.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archive; Library Journal; Booklist;
Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Hillhouse, Raelynn
Rift Zone
Tom Doherty ISBN:0765310139
c2004 349pp Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Faith Whitney learned about smuggling at an early age as she accompanied her mother on
dangerous missions to deliver Bibles in East Berlin during the early years of the Cold War. As
an adult, Faith has rejected Christianity, but she too has made a career of smuggling while living
in 1989 Germany in pursuit of an explanation of her father's death. Her activities have not gone
unnoticed by the authorities and she finds herself being forced to deliver a package to Moscow
for the GDR; failure will result in her certain death. Moreover, agreeing to comply will lead her
to her father, whose death, she discovers, has been feigned. This suspense thriller is couched in
history, exposing some of the heinous crimes and the volatile politics of the Cold War era.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Hobbs, Valerie
Sonny's War
Farrar, Straus & Giroux ISBN:0374371369
c2002 215 pp
Historical Fiction
The year is 1966. Fourteen-year-old Cory is struggling with her fears about entering high school
when her father dies unexpectedly and her older brother, whom she adores, is drafted and sent to
Vietnam. When school starts, Cory develops a crush on her young history teacher who raises the
consciousness of his students concerning the war through classroom debates and silent protests
held during the lunch hour. As her teacher's peaceful protest escalates into acts of violence,
Cory must grapple with feelings of disappointment. Using this coming of age story, Hobbs writes
a heartfelt account of the tensions that enveloped this country during one of its darkest times.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Horn Book; Booklist; School Library Journal;
Kirkus Starred Review; Vandergrift 100 GRADE LEVELS: 7 And Up
Hoffman, Alice
At Risk
G. P. Putnam's Sons ISBN:0399133674
c1988 219 pp
Realistic Fiction
Written within the first decade after the discovery of the HIV virus, a time in which so very little
was known about transmission of this deadly disease, Hoffman skillfully explores the social and
medical ramifications of this horrific illness. Eleven-year-old Amanda Farrell, a very talented
gymnast, spends most of her summer fighting what her parents assume is a chronic flu bug,
thinking it little cause for concern. Yet when her fever spikes and the pain in her leg becomes
unmanageable, testing reveals the unbelievable truth that the blood she received during a routine
appendectomy was contaminated. Suddenly, this typical middle-class New England family is
forced to navigate the uncharted waters of this affliction amidst the scorn, the hysteria, and the
alienation occurring in a very close knit small town. In very little time, family relationships
become strained, causing those who love one another deeply to turn to strangers in the effort to
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process their pain. This gentle, yet realistic account of one family's journey to come to terms
with fate underscores the importance of the larger human family and how small acts of kindness
become catalysts for hope and resolve.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers
Weekly, Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Hoffman, Eva
The Secret: A Novel
Public Affairs ISBN:34268001267494
c2002 265 pp
Science Fiction
Iris loves her mother more than anything else in the world, a typical feeling for a young child-especially for one who seemingly has no other relatives. As age increasing brings curiosity, Iris'
need to know about her background, her uncanny resemblance to her mother, and their almost
paranormal connection leads to a painful discovery that sends Iris on a search for the meaning of
life.
REVIEW SOUCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred
Review; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Hoose, Phillip
The Race to Save the Lord God Bird
Farrar, Straus and Giroux ISBN:0374361738 c2004 196 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
This chronological record of the supposed extinction of the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker is highly
readable, with an appeal for middle school audiences through adulthood. It highlights the people
who have cherished and sought to protect the bird, but whose efforts have been thwarted over the
years in the name of progress, as the Ivory-Billed habitats have been lost to the logging industry.
At the time of publication, sightings of this nearly extinct bird had been reported, though
confirmations were lacking. Happily, National Public Radio spoke with Hoose on April 29,
2005 when he reported that a sighting had indeed been documented. Whether or not it is the last
survivor is yet to be determined.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; Hom Book; School Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 6 and Up
Hopkins, Ellen
Crank
Simon Pulse
ISBN:0689865198
c2004 537 pp
Realistic Fiction
The free verse poetry (that many times is displayed in a word-art format) is the perfect literary
tool in this cautionary tale of a teen whose promising life is irrevocably changed almost instantly
when she first meets the monster (methamphetamine). Kristina's desire to forge a relationship
with her estranged father takes her from an enviable home life with caring parents for a brief
encounter with the man whose biological connection to Kristiana is the only characteristic that
qualifies him as her father. Lost in a dead end job that affords little more than enough money to
support his drug addictions, Kristina's dad practically sanctions her newfound appetite for crank,
which ultimately unleashes Bree, Kristina's alter ego, who craves not only meth, but a
dangerously promiscuous lifestyle that cannot be forgotten once she returns home. Loosely
based on the author's personal experience with her own daughter, Hopkins introduces this
riveting novel with a note that implores those who may be considering an introduction to the
monster to "think twice. Then think again."
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Reviews GRADE LEVELS: 812
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Hughes, Dean
Soldier Boys
Simon Pulse ISBN:0689860218
c2003 240 pp
Historical Fiction
The parallel lives of two young boys, an American and a German, are the focus of this novel that
underscores the invincibility of youth. Both boys join the military during WWII with a starryeyed patriotism that in no way prepares them for the realities of war they will ultimately face.
Their paths cross during the final chapters of the book, resulting in a surprise ending that leaves
an echo of the pointlessness of war.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; School Library Journal; Hom
Book Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
GRADE LEVELS: 7-9
Pictures 1918
Ingold, Jeanette
Harcourt Children's Books ISBN :0152018093 c 1998 160pp
Historical Fiction
Set against the backdrop of WWI, fifteen-year-old Asia shares her thoughts and insights about
the challenges of life: first love, the deterioration of an aging grandmother whom she adores, the
devastation of senseless acts of vandalism, and the restrictions placed on the young women of
her time. Woven into these themes is the story of Asia's quest to own a autographic camera,
which ultimately affords her the opportunity to become an apprentice to the town photographer.
Ingold successfully creates characters whose believability capture a realistic picture oflife in the
early 1900s.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE
LEVLELS: 7 and up

Itani, Frances
Deafening
Atlantic Monthly Press ISBN:0871139022
c2003 400 pp
Historical Fiction
Scarlet fever claimed Grania O'Neill's hearing at age five. Following four years of adjustment,
Grania is sent from the loving comfort of her family and her small Canadian town to a school for
the deaf in Ontario. While the separation is painful for Grania and her family, she is a bright and
willing student who successfully learns to lip-read, sign, and speak, as she develops the
emotional self-sufficiency necessary to become an independent adult. Following graduation,
Grania is employed by the school, and then meets and marries Jim, who leaves for WWI shortly
after their wedding. Itani skillfully blends the stories of these two protagonists as they fight their
respective battles, which both require courage and strength to win.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal Starred Review; Publishers Weekly Starred
Review; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Jin, Ha
War Trash
Vintage
ISBN: 1400075793
c2004 368 pp
Historical Fiction
This highly regarded novel about the Korean War is presented as a memoir penned by Yu Yuan,
a Chinese veteran who was severely wounded and then taken prisoner by UN forces. During his
captivity, Yu was forced to make some tough decisions, which for him were always guided by
his loyalties to his widowed mother and his fiance who were waiting for his return to the
mainland. This well researched story offers true historical accounts of the complex world of
POWs, while it grapples with the question of what it means to be human.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred
Review; Kirkus Starred Review; Booklist Editor's Choice Best Fiction GRADE LEVELS: High

44
School/Adult

Johnson, Angela
Humming Whispers
Orchard Books ISBN:0531068986
c1995 121 pp
Realistic Fiction
Fourteen-year-old Sophy is riddled with fear at the thought that she may one day begin to hear
the whispers in her head that plague Nikki, her schizophrenic sister who has spent the past ten
years vacillating between reality and a world that no one else can inhabit. Orphaned at a young
age, the sisters live with their wise and loving Aunt Shirley who tenderly and tirelessly guides
her nieces through their unpredictable struggle with this sinister disease, mindful of the fact that
the situation will not likely ever change. The story takes shape through Sophy's stream of
consciousness account of her sister's illness, and its impact on those who love her. Johnson
sprinkles her tale with a small cast of supporting characters whose steadfast support for both
Nikki and Sophy create a sense of hope for the future. Although this work is more than a decade
old, it remains a favorite of critics who surely admire the way in which Johnson so successfully
created, with brief yet well-chosen words, the feel for the turmoil that results from this menacing
illness.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive; Core Collection for
Young Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review;
Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Johnson, Angela
The First Part Last
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers ISBN: 0786265108 c2003 144pp Realistic Fiction
Johnson's short yet powerful novel dispels the stereotype of the typical teen parent through the
characters of Bobby and his girlfriend Nia, themselves children of middle-class educated parents.
Through penetrating and tightly written prose, the reader gains a sense that this painfully delicate
predicament is widely prevalent and that it knows neither racial nor socio-economic boundaries.
Chapters alternating between "then" and "now" chronicle the history of their relationship against
the backdrop of their everyday lives. With the help and support of their parents Bobby and Nia
have agreed to adoption placement even though they clearly have already grown strongly
attached to their unborn child. But when the "unthinkable" tragedy occurs, Bobby reassesses the
situation and chooses the extremely difficult role of single parenthood, going on to a life of
frequent exhaustion but undeniable fulfillment.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus; Correta Scott King
Award; Booklist Editor's Choice; ALA Michael L. Printz Award; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Johnson, Charles
Dreamer: A Novel
Scribner
ISBN:0684854430
c1998 240 pp
Historical Fiction
This book comes with mixed reviews, yet it was named as a New York Times Best Fiction book
in 1998. The story spans the last two years of Martin Luther King Jr.'s life beginning with his
first Chicago crusade, providing well-researched insight into the personal and political pressures
experienced by King. The twist that some reviewers seem to object to is the invention of Chyam
Smith, an intelligent and well-read MLK look-alike who is down on his luck and wants a job
with King's security force as a stand-in to protect the famous leader. Through the invention of
this character, Johnson takes the opportunity to examine issues of inequality between blacks and
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whites, and even between blacks and blacks. He also explores the idea of the importance of
family heritage and it's impact on personal success.
REVIEW SOURCES: Publishers Weekly; New York Times Notable Book GRADE LEVELS:
High School/ Adult
Katz, Jon
Death Row
Doubleday
ISBN:0385479220
c1998 228 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
When Kit DeLeeuw loses his high income job on Wall Street, it was Benchley Carrolton, his
octogenarian friend, who convinces him he has a future as a private investigator. Estranged from
his own father, Kit has come to love this benevolent man whose Quaker affiliation underscored
the gentle kindness and simplicity with which he approaches life. Therefore, the shattering
news that Benchley has suffered a stroke and been admitted to Elston Manor, a heavily guarded
upscale nursing home, left many unanswered questions for Kit; he was certain Benchley would
have preferred to convalesce at the Quaker facility in the neighboring town. A preliminary
investigation leads to some serious speculations that send Kit and his curiously disparate
comrades on an undercover mission to find out why stroke victims at Elston Manor do not seem
to stay alive. Though wildly entertaining, Katz has addressed a very important health care issue
as he exposes the vulnerability of the aged in our society.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Kirkus Review; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Keller, Nora Okja
Fox Girl
Viking
ISBN:0670030732
c2002 290 pp
Fiction
One of the ugly realities of war, children sired and abandoned by American Gis, is explored in
this heart-rending story of three teens struggling to stay alive in the aftermath of the Korean War.
Sookie and Lobetto are two such abandoned children, while Hyun Jin, the "fox girl" has been
disowned by her parents. Together they navigate the bumpy terrain oflife in post-war Korea,
turning to prostitution for survival. This disturbing tale of one of the neglected aspects of war is
crafted with a deep compassion for its victims, and a sprinkling of hope for those who remain
strong enough to dare to love.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal Starred Review; Publishers Weekly
Starred Review; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Kennedy, William Ironweed
Viking
ISBN:0140070206
c1983 227 pp
Historical Fiction
The last in the trilogy of Albany novels, this exquisitely written story paints a harsh, realistic
picture of a Depression era bum. While the anguage is somewhat coarse, this does lend
authenticity to Kennedy's pathetic characters. Caught up in the aftermath of a failed baseball
career and on the run after killing a scab during a trolley workers strike, Francis Phlean returns to
Albany to confront the ghosts of his past. At the age of 58, Francis is a slave to alcohol and to
the haunting memory of the accidental death of his infant son for which
he was responsible.
REVIEW SOURCES: Best Books for Senior High Readers; Kirkus Starred Review; Senior High
School Catalog; Pulitzer Prize for Fiction; National Book Critics Circle Award GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
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Kincaid, Jamaica
My Brother
Farrar, Straus, Giroux ISBN: 0374216819
c1997
198pp
Biography
A native of Antigua, Elaine Potter Richardson fled the tiny and impoverished Caribbean island
at seventeen, changing her name to Jamaica Kincaid and pursuing a dream to be a writer in the
United States. That dream, now a reality, finds expression in feminist writings, exploring the
cultures of both Antigua and America. In this autobiographical work, Kincaid tells the story of
her journey back to Antigua following many years of absence after learning her brother, Devon
Drew, is dying of AIDS. Knowing that Antigua lacks modem medical facilities, Kincaid brings
with her enough AZT to effect a temporary remission (sparing few details in her descriptions of
the symptoms of this fatal disease). During this brief reprieve, Kincaid explores the nature of her
troubled relationships with her siblings and with her mother. Descriptions of her early years on
the island expose the undercurrent of anger and confusion Kincaid feels about these lives thatin her opinion-have been essentially wasted.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; Library Journal; Multicultural
Review; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 8 and Up/Adult
King, Stephen
Hearts in Atlantis
Scribner
ISBN:0684853515
c1999 523 pp
Fiction
King masterfully weaves together five stories focused on the American sixties in which each, in
its own way, is an exploration of loyalty and friendship against the backdrop of the Vietnam
War. While its length may be daunting to some, this well-written book will hook readers from
the very first page, proving that King is not just a specialist in horror stories, but a talented writer
in his own right.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archive; Core Collection for Young Adults;
Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; School Library Journal;
Library Journal; Booklist Editor's Choice Best Fiction GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Klass, David
California Blue
Scholastic
ISBN:0590466887
c1994 199 pp
Fiction
John Rogers, is an enigma to his family, his friends, and almost everyone else in his small town
in the San Francisco Bay area whose economy is dependent on the logging industry. Deep
conflicts find their way into John's life when his father, with whom he lacks a close relationship,
is diagnosed with leukemia just as this teen-aged naturalist makes the most exciting discovery of
his young life. While training for a track meet, John discovers an unknown butterfly species, and
this ultimately turns the town against him as he unabashedly strives to protect this entomological
wonder from those whose livelihoods are at stake.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review;
Vandergrift 100 GRADE LEVELS: 8-12
Koertge, Ronald
Stoner and Spaz
Candlewick Press ISBN:0763616087
c2002 169 pp
Realistic Fiction
Ben Bancroft loves movies, just like other teens. He's an accomplished student and is hoping to
attend a top-notch college, just like other teens. Unlike other teens, however, Ben has a huge
obstacle that he must work around every minute of every day: the crippling disorder known as
cerebral palsy. Ben has been a loner for most of his life, living with an overprotective
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grandmother who does not quite understand Generation X. During a solitary evening at the
Rialto Theatre, Ben's world is forever changed by his chance encounter with Colleen Minou, a
high profile classmate known for her habitual drug use. She is, in fact, under the influence at this
first meeting, yet Ben finds her unabashed curiosity about his condition refreshing. The two
become fast friends, satisfying the aching need they share for a relationship based on mutual
respect. It seems as if the social chasm preventing a serious commitment between them may
disappear when Colleen crashes and emerges from the hospital with a resolve to stay clean.
Koertge has an impressive ability to create dialogue that puts the reader in the story, hoping
against all odds that the healing these two teens bring to one another will be a force strong
enough to combat the powerful seduction of drug addiction.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Vandergrift 100; Booklist; School Library Journal; Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Booklist Editor's Choice; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults; Y ALSA
Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: High School
Koja, Kathe
The Blue Mirror
Farrar, Straus and Giroux ISBN:0374308497 c2004 119pp
Realistic Fiction
Strangers to the gritty realities of urban America will be enlightened by this eerie tale of teens
who for one reason or another are not fortunate enough to enjoy the security of a home where
they are nurtured by a functional family. Sixteen-year-old Maggie has spent most of her life
taking care of Monica, her alcoholic mother who has lost the will to escape her addiction. In
effort to cope with her loneliness and feelings of abandonment, Maggie takes refuge in her
artistic talent, spending hours at a local coffee bar capturing snippets of the realities she observes
outside the window of the Blue Mirror. Captivated by the handsome face of Cole, one of the
countless skwatters who roam the neighborhood, Maggie soon finds herself under his
charismatic spell, and is certain that she has finally found someone to love. While it becomes
obvious to the reader that Cole is not the harmless free spirit Maggie imagines, it is not until her
safety-and the safety of the other skwatters Cole has befriended-is dangerously threatened
that Maggie can finally see what has always been true. In the end, it is her ability to put on paper
the feelings that rage in her soul that finally saves her from Cole's monstrous stronghold.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus;
Publishers Weekly; Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; YALSA Best Books
for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High School
Koontz, Dean
Fear Nothing
Bantam
ISBN:0553106643
c1998 391 pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
XP (xeroderma pigmentosum) is a rare and almost always fatal genetic disorder involving
hypersensitivity to ultraviolet light, making its victims highly susceptible to cancers of the skin
and eyes as well as a proclivity for progressive neurological problems; few of those afflicted
survive childhood. Christopher "Snowman" Snow is an exception to the rule, and at twentyeight he enjoys life, especially at night--the only time he can safely avoid the sun and roam his
small California town with his loyal canine companion Orson. This page turning mystery takes
place over the course of two days in which Christopher, after loosing his beloved father,
frantically pursues the curious fate of his father's corpse, which has been stolen from the
crematorium. Assisted by his life-long friend Bobby, his girlfriend Sasha, and Orson (who
possesses curiously human tendencies), Christopher sets out to solve the bizarre mystery that has

48
its roots in a scientific discovery made by his mother before her untimely death.
REVIEW SOURCES: Core Collection for Young Adults; School Library Journal; Library
Journal GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Korman, Gordon
Jake Reinvented
Hyperion
ISBN :078681957X
c2003 214 pp
Realistic Fiction
Students at upscale F. Scott Fitzgerald High School have been swept away by their mysterious
new classmate Jake: he wears the right clothes, lives in the right neighborhood, and has become
an instant success on the football team. Best of all, he hosts raucous parties every Friday night
where members of the "in" crowd are in regular attendance. However, as Jake's attempts to win
the affection of the quarterback's girlfriend Didi become apparent, the curious secrets of his past
begin to unfold, revealing a well planned scheme. It seems that Didi has been at the heart of
every decision Jake has made over the previous two years. An unfortunate mishap brings the
parties to a screeching halt, resulting in irrevocable consequences for Jake. Other reviewers have
touted Korman's novel as a retelling of The Great Gatsby in a high school setting. Undoubtedly
correlations can be made, yet the guess of this reviewer is that most readers will not
immediately make the connection, but will, nevertheless, be inclined to thoughtfully consider
the nature of popularity and its connection to self-truth and responsibility.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; YALSA Best
Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 9-12
Landvik, Lorna
Welcome to the Great Mysterious
Ballentine Books
ISBN:0345438817
c2000 324pp
Fiction
Geneva Jordan, a successful New York diva, has decided to take a break from her long run in a
popular musical. Although she had been hoping to enjoy her rest, Geneva begrudgingly agrees to
spend a month in Minnesota baby-sitting her twin sister Ann's teen-aged son, who was born with
Down syndrome, while his parents take their first vacation alone. It doesn't take long for
Geneva to reconnect with her small town roots, leaving her open and accepting of the rhythm of
family life. As she adjusts to her responsibility, Geneva finds herself fiercely protective of her
nephew and actually enjoys her new role. The two uncover an old family relic, the "Great
Mysterious,"which Ann and Geneva made as youngsters, designed to examine the opinions of
their parents and grandparents about the important questions of life. Finding its contents
timeless, Geneva's life is forever changed as these truths begin to have an impact on the way she
views her world.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: High
School/ Adult
Lawrence, lain
Lord of the Nutcracker Men
Delacorte Press
ISBN:0385729243
c2001 205 pp
Historical Fiction
As WWI begins, Johnny's toy maker father joins the British army, and the ten-year-old must
now live with an aunt he scarcely knows because his mother is working in an arsenal. Nearly
every chapter begins with a letter to Johnny from his father as part of a package which includes a
toy soldier for Johnny to add to his collection. Initially, the letters are upbeat and the enclosed
soldiers are unremarkable in character. As Johnny's father advances closer to the front lines, his
letters detail the pain of war and the toy soldiers become a reflection of that pain. As Johnny
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lines his soldiers up for battle in his aunt's back yard, he begins to fear that somehow his play is
magically having an impact on his father's life on the front lines. Lawrence successfully
portrays the irrationality of war, especially with the letter Johnny receives describing the
infamous Christmas truce of 1914.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly Starred Review;
Kirkus Starred Review; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; Children's
Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Vandergrift 100; School Library Journal Best
Books GRADE LEVLES: 5-9
Lawrence, lain
Ghost Boy
Delacorte Press
ISBN:0385327390
c2000 326 pp
Fiction
Fourteen-year-old Harold Kline is extremely unhappy living in his small, economically
depressed town. When WWII takes his father and his older brother, whom he idolized, Harold
becomes lonely and decides to run away from his mother, her new husband, and the constant
mocking he endures because of his albinism. A chance encounter with two circus "freaks" who
show him respect and kindness is enough to convince Harold to head west with the show.
Lawrence's penetrating views on what makes a person beautiful are related through a welldrawn, eclectic cast of characters who finally teach Harold what he needs to learn about himself
and finding happiness in life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog Archive; Middle and Junior High School Catalog
Archive; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Booklist; School Library Journal;
Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; ALA Notable Children's Books; School
Library Journal Best Books; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 5-10
Lederer, William J & Burdick, Eugene The Ugly American
W.W. Norton & Company ISBN:0393318672 c1958 288pp
Historical Fiction Classics
This political novel was written during a most uncertain period of the Cold War when one of the
primary concerns of our country was to stop the spread of communism in Indochina. The book is
comprised of a series of stories about several characters living in the fictional village of Sarkhan,
somewhere in Southeast Asia. It was a literary hit at the time, bringing to light the poor foreign
policy decisions of the U.S. government. One of the authors' contentions was that heavy-handed
tactics had little place in foreign diplomacy. This well-written classic provides an interesting
study of the struggle against World Communism in 1958, and it provides a lens through which
one can view some of the potential causes of our current struggles in the Middle East. An
appended factual epilogue is included, which painstakingly explains the very real situations and
sources that formed the basis of the stories.
REVIEW SOURCES: Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/ Adult
Lethem, Jonathan
Motherless Brooklyn
Doubleday
ISBN:0385491832
c1999 311 pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Frank Minna rescued Lionel Essrog and three of his friends from an orphanage, took them under
his wing, and created a family of sorts, to which the boys are fiercely loyal. As the story opens,
Lionel, who suffers from Tourette's syndrome, along with Gilbert Coney, another Minna Man,
are now in their twenties, and doing stake-out duty for Frank in his mysteriously shady limo
service/detective agency. When Frank's situation takes an unexpected tum for the worst, Lionel
and Gilbert find him gravely wounded and left for dead in a dumpster; he dies and the chase is
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on to find his killer. This masterfully crafted story, with superb characterization and plot
development, is told from inside Lionel's mind, where the reader gains a crystallizing perception
of the tormenting symptoms ofTourette's.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus
Starred Review; ALA Notable Books; Booklist Editor's Choice Best Fiction GRADE LEVELS:
High School
Levine, Ellen
Catch a Tiger by the Toe
Viking
ISBN:0670884618
c2005 192 pp
Fiction
Jamie is a typical teen living in New York in the 1950s, an unsettled time in United States
history. The Cold War is on everyone's mind, but Jamie is especially fearful, due to the liberal
political affiliation of her parents. Levine skillfully creates a captivating story that will provide
readers with an accurate picture of the "Red Scare" and the history behind the McCarthy era. An
author's note provides additional history of the era as well as a useful bibliography for further
reading.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist Starred Review; School
Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:5-8
Litoff, Judy Barrett & Smith, David C. We're In This War Too: Letters From American
Women in Uniform
Oxford University Press ISBN:0195075048
c1994 200 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
It is fair to state that the word "veteran" conjures a masculine image, and the authors of this book
have attempted to disabuse readers of this notion through their offering of letters representing the
tens of thousands of women who joined the Second World War. Following a decade-long
nation-wide search, the authors collected correspondence from women who served in every
branch of the military and published these heart-felt communications, providing perceptive
insights into the fundamental aspects of war. In addition to the glimpses of their devastating
experiences, these letters leave the reader with a sense that those who did return came back as
stronger and more capable individuals. An extensive bibliography is appended.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Library
Journal; Women's Review of Books GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Mackler, Carolyn
The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things
Candlewick Press ISBN:0763619582
c2003 246 pp
Realistic Fiction
The Shreves family has an almost perfect exterior: Mom's an adolescent psychologist, Dad's a
successful businessman, and the two older children, Byron and Anais, are on their way to high
income professional careers. Everyone in the family is slender and attractive, except fifteenyear-old Virginia, who wonders if she was placed with the right family at birth. Although she is
intelligent and compassionate, Virginia is a loner, largely as a result of her weight, which has a
huge impact on her self-image. Far from being another Chic-Lit story, Mackler deals with
substantive teen and family issues, demonstrating mastery of humor, irony, and character
development, especially with Virginia, whose eyes see past the exterior of this not-so-perfect
family as well as into her own soul, where she ultimately finds the courage to become
comfortable in her own skin.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal; ALA Michael J. Printz Honor Book; YALSA Best Books for
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Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 7-10
Martin, Ann M.
A Corner of the Universe
Scholastic Press
ISBN:0439388805
c2002 189 pp
Fiction
Hattie Owen has grown fond of her lazy summers, helping with daily chores at the boarding
house where she lives with her parents, reading stacks of books from the public library, taking
lazy strolls through town, and enjoying thoughtful discussions with Miss Hagerty, a boarder
since Hattie was born twelve years ago. Just as the summer of 1960 is getting under way,
Hattie's predictable world loses its easy flow ever with the arrival her twenty-one-year-old
mentally ill uncle Adam, whom she never knew existed. Though the nature of his illness is not
clearly defined, he is a savant when it comes to dates, and his bubbly affect is so endearing that
he and Hattie quickly develop a special closeness. Confused by her well-to-do grandparent's
treatment of Adam, Hattie pushes the limits of his established boundaries until she unknowingly
leads him into a potentially fatal situation. In the end, however, it is Adam's inability to deal
effectively with his feelings that become the catalyst for his downfall. Martin's richly drawn
characters seem to inhabit a very real place that will ultimately engender a lasting impact on
readers.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist
Starred Review; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus Starred Review; Hom Book;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; ALA Notable Children's Book; Booklist Editor's
Choice Middle Readers; Newbery Honor Book GRADE LEVELS: 6-8
Martin, Marvin
Arthur Ashe: Of Tennis and the Human Spirit
Watts
ISBN:0531159590
c1999 176 pp
Biography
Arthur Ashe earned his place in the history of the sports world not as a black tennis player, but as
a tennis player who was black. Though he is remembered for his quiet mannerly demeanor,
Ashe spent his life in passionate devotion, not only to the game of tennis, but also to the
struggles against apartheid in South Africa and racial inequities in America. Ashe fought another
battle quietly for several years until an anonymous tip to the press revealed that he was HIV
positive. Yet AIDS did not keep this champion from living his life to the very end with a
positive outlook and a willingness to serve others.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Mason, Bobbie Ann In Country: A Novel
Harper and Row
ISBN:0060154691
c1985 247 pp
Historical Fiction
Twenty years after its first publication, this novel remains as an insightful look at both the
devastating impact of the Vietnam War on its veterans, and the pop culture of the county
following war. The year is 1984, the place is Hopewell, Kentucky, and Sam Hughes is in her last
year of high school. Her father, whom she never met, was a war fatality, her mother has
remarried and moved to Lexington, and Sam lives with her mother's brother, Emmett, a
maverick who was physically and emotionally wounded by the war. Sam's curiosity about what
it was really like to be in Vietnam cannot be satisfied, since no one who was there will discuss it
with her. Eventually she encounters some truths when she discovers her father's diary, but Sam
realizes that she will never be at peace until she makes the journey to Washington D.C. to
actually touch her father's name engraved on the war memorial.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Library Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults;
Booklist; Kirkus Starred Review; YALSA Outstanding Books for the College Bound GRADE
LEVLES: High School/Adult
Mass, Wendy
A Mango-Shaped Space
Little Brown & Company ISBN:0316523887
c2003 220pp
Fiction
For Mia, numbers and letters are more than black and white; when spoken aloud, each one has its
very own color, characteristic of the rare condition synesthesia, in which the visual cortex of the
brain is activated when the auditory cortex is stimulated. Mia assumed that everyone perceived
the world the same way until a painfully embarrassing experience in third grade exposed the
truth. Alone with her realization, Mia keeps her unique reality a secret from everyone--even her
family--for five years, until learning French and solving complicated math problems becomes
too confusing. Told against the backdrop of a young girl dealing with the characteristic upheaval
of being a teen, Mass illuminates this little known condition through her factual, informative
look at synesthesia.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 5-10
McBay, Bruce and Heneghan, James
Waiting for Sarah
Orea Book Publishers ISBN:0613837126
c2003 170pp
Fiction
The rising incidence of depression among children and teens has been extensively documented
by research. Frequently a battle with depression results from a traumatic life experience such as
the one Mike Scott endured during his junior year of high school: on a day excursion with his
parents and younger sister, Mike lost his family and both of his legs in an automobile accident
caused by a drunk driver. His anger and bitterness impede his recovery, both physically and
mentally. Although his life long friend Robbie and his Aunt Norma do their best to help, it isn't
until he meets an eighth grader named Sarah who reminds him of his sister that Mike finally
begins to heal. Sarah holds a mystery of her own, however, and when she suddenly disappears,
Mike is driven to learn why. The authors weave a thread of the supernatural around this mystery
that creates an unusual twist to a story about a teen who strives to come to terms with a huge lifechanging event.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal GRADE
LEVELS: 6-10
McCormick, Patricia
Cut
Front Street
ISBN:1886910618
c2000 168pp
Realistic Fiction
When the school nurse discovers that Callie cuts herself, her parents immediately send her to Sea
Pines, a residential treatment center for adolescents. Dubbed S. T. (Silent Treatment) by her
roommate, Callie is initially determined not to talk to the other teens or to her therapist. Yet she
is not unaffected by the suffering of the other girls, whose issues include eating disorders,
substance abuse, and a variety of other aberrant behaviors. Gradually the patience and
compassion with which Callie is surrounded weakens her resolve to remain silent, and she is able
to begin processing the overwhelming feelings that led to the release she has found in cutting.
McCormick is careful to treat Callie's problem with the respect and tenderness it deserves as she
explores the impact that extreme family hardships can have on sensitive adolescents. A most
remarkable strength of this book is the superb depiction of each and every character. Readers
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will finish the last page believing they have been living at Sea Pines.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book; School Library Journal;
Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE
LEVELS: 7 AND Up
McCormick, Patricia My Brother's Keeper
Hyperion
ISBN:0786851732
c2005 192 pp
Realistic Fiction
McCormick compassionately treats several themes that pervade the lives of many twenty-first
century teens. Toby's parents have recently divorced, creating a shift in the family system that
results in problems and hardships for everyone, including a daily battle to maintain a lifestyle
above the poverty line. His mother's life vacillates between depression over her loss and
euphoria over a budding romance, which distracts her from leading her three boys thorough this
major life event. Even though Toby is only a high school freshman, he steps into her role and
tries his best to hold the family together. His younger brother Eli is confused and needy while
his older brother Jake has completely opted out by submerging his issues in alcohol and drugs.
Toby is aware of Jake's problem, yet he keeps it a secret and even covers it up hoping against
hope that things will take a tum for the better. When Jake finally oversteps his brother's
boundaries, Toby begins to realize that he can no longer be the family safety net.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: 7-10
Meade, Glenn
Snow Wolf
St. Martin's Press
ISBN:0312144210
c1995 450 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Uncertainty surrounds the 1953 death of Joseph Stalin. There are those who believe he did not
die of a cerebral hemorrhage as reported, but was, in fact, killed. Glenn Meade has unleashed his
imagination around this theme, producing a story filled with convoluted paths that lead to a
convincing conclusion in favor of the clandestine demise of this ruthless despot. CIA agent Jake
Massey had been involved in Operation Snow Wolf, a plot to kill Stalin to avert the perceived
threat of a hydrogen bomb attack on U.S. soil. Forty years later, Jake's son William is desperate
to discover the truth behind his father's death, and is granted a visit with Anna Khorev, the only
surviving member of that top-secret mission who now speaks for the first time about Snow Wolf.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Booklist; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Michener, Anna
Becoming Anna
University of Chicago Press ISBN:0226524035
c1998 264pp
Biography
This amazing memoir, written by an exceptional sixteen year old, is nothing less than a chilling
indictment of both private and state-run mental institutions in an age that fancies itself
enlightened in the field of mental health. Completed shortly after her release and subsequent
adoption by a friend's grandparents who sued for custody, Anna takes the reader on an
unbelievable journey to meet her abusive parents and her grandmother who committed her to the
system without just cause at the age of fifteen. In addition, the reader is familiarized with an
endless parade of health care professionals, many of whom were unqualified for their positions,
and the ways in which they sought malleability rather than functionality in all of their patients
through overuse of drugs, unjust discipline, and intimidation. Many of her fragile friends and
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acquaintances were irrevocably broken, some died, and some were released back into the
frightful environments from which they came. In her epilogue, Anna attributes her rescue to
luck, but when the last page has been turned it becomes apparent that it is Anna's unbreakable
spirit that ultimately saved her.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful
Scholastic Press ISBN:0064402487
c2004 208 pp
Historical Fiction
During WWI nearly 300 soldiers of the British and Commonwealth armies were executed by
firing squads, following procedures in which little, if any defense was attempted on their behalf;
most of these victims suffered from shell shock. To this day, no formal pardon has been issued
for these men, an atrocity the author attempts to redress in this thoughtful novel of two brothers
who enlist and fight in the war together. Recounted through the lifetime memories of Tommy
during the course of his night watch duty, Morpurgo creates a heart-rending story filled with
characters that learn what it means to sacrifice for the sake of love.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal Starred Review; Booklist Starred Review; Middle
and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; ALA Top Ten Best Books for Young Adults; School Library Journal
Best Books; Booklist Editor's Choice; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS:
7-12
Muller, Marcia
Cape Perdido
Mysterious Press ISBN: 089296006X
c2005 320 pp
Fiction
A drought in Southern California brings a water exporting company to a small tourist community
in Northern California where the recreational activities of the Perdido River keep the local
economy afloat. Aqueduct Systems plans to literally bag water from the Perdido and haul it to
the thirsty communities in the south. Jessie Domingo, a public/community relations consultant,
and Fitch Collier, an attorney who specializes in water rights, arrive from New York poised to
help protect the delicate ecology of the Perdido. When an angry sniper blasts irreparable holes
into one of the water bags, the situation escalates and Jessie is eventually pulled into a wave of
violence that ultimately has its roots in an unresolved, but not forgotten murder.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/ Adult
Murphy, Jim An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever
Epidemic of 1793
Clarion Books
ISBN:0395776082
c2003 165 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
This short work reflects the author's substantive knowledge of the history, the science, and both
the social and personal impact of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793, which claimed the lives of
an estimated three to four thousand people. Murphy presents the information in a narrative
format, allowing the reader to make connections with prominent players in this tragic drama. Of
special note among these are Philadelphia mayor Matthew Clarkson, Dr. Benjamin Rush, and
members of the Free African Society, who nursed many through the crisis yet were later
criticized for their efforts. An afterward includes information about the causes of Yellow Fever,
accounts of contemporary outbreaks, and the exacerbation of the problem by pesticide misuse
that makes another outbreak highly likely.
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REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Hom Book;
School Library Journal; Booklist; Kirkus Starred Review; Newbery Honor Book; ALA Notable
Children's Book GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Murray, Jaye
Bottled Up
Dial Books
ISBN:0803728972
c2003 220 pp
Realistic Fiction
A prisoner in a dysfunctional family plagued by violence, alcoholism and pharmaceutical
addiction, Pip has learned to cope through imitation. He cannot get through a day at school
without cutting class to get stoned, and he habitually meets friends at a local graveyard in the
afternoon where alcohol flows freely. Although he is burdened by the care of his six-year-old
brother Bugs, Pip loves him deeply and is worried that Bugs will follow in his footsteps. When
the principal delivers the ultimatum that Pip participate in counseling or be expelled, the fear of
his father's wrath drives his decision to comply. Although he begins to find healing through
individual and group therapy, it isn't until Bugs narrowly escapes tragedy as a result of Pip's
neglect that his thinking really begins to tum around. Murray is careful not to create a happy
ever after ending, but instead realistically depicts the long road to recovery that requires a
considerable amount of hope.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; School Library J oumal; Kirkus; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults
GRADE LEVELS: 7-12
Myers, Walter Dean Dream Bearer
HarperCollins
ISBN:00602952 lX
c2003 180 pp
Realistic Fiction
As a survivor of the rough streets of Harlem, Myers fashions this story with both authority and
compassion for the challenges experienced by David and his family as they struggle to navigate
the pervasive dangers of their impoverished neighborhood. Complicated by their father's
unpredictable outbursts of anger, which require medication for control, David and his older
brother Ty react to their world at opposite ends of the spectrum. At seventeen, Ty searches for
independence on the streets, while David does his best to be helpful, especially to his mother
who struggles to keep the family together amidst the chaos caused by Ruben's mental illness
through her quiet personification of forgiveness. While shooting hoops at the neighborhood park
with his best friend Loren, the boys meet an elderly gentleman, Mr. Moses, who seems to live on
the streets and refers to himself as a dream bearer. As time unfolds, Mr. Moses shares his
dreams with the boys through beautifully crafted and expertly delivered stories that have an
empowering effect on David's ability to identify some of the important truths not only about his
own life, but about the African-American experience throughout history.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive; Booklist; School
Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books GRADE
LEVELS: 5-8

Myers, Walter Dean
Fallen Angels
Scholastic
ISBN:0590409433
c1988 309 pp
Historical Fiction
Richie Perry, a poor black teen-ager, leaves Harlem for Vietnam, promising to send money home
to his mother to help keep his younger brother in school. Richie dreams of going to college and
becoming a writer, but has no way to pay. With no other ideas in mind, volunteering for the

56
Army seems like the best way out of the miserable life in the projects. It doesn't take long for
Richie to discover the harsh realities of war as he witnesses the death of a soldier who arrived in
country with him. When his platoon is sent to the front lines, Richie begins to notice the bias of
black troops receiving such dangerous assignments, as well as to wonder why the U.S. has
become so committed to this war.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; School Library
Journal; Hom Book; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; Vandergrift 100; 1989 Coretta
Scott King Author Award Book; American Library Association Notable Children's Trade Book
in the Field of Social Studies; YALSA Best 100 Books 1950-2000 GRADE LEVELS: 6-10

Myers, Walter Dean Malcom X· By Any Means Necessary
Scholastic
ISBN:0590464841
c1993 224 pp
Biography
Myers takes the reader on a journey through the life of Malcom X in four distinct stages--his
childhood, his adolescence, his affiliation with the Nation of Islam, and life after his break from
that organization in 1964. Other principle players in the struggle for civil rights are highlighted,
including Martin Luther King Jr. Myers is careful to leave the impression that although many
people view Malcom X as the "bad guy" in the battle for equal rights for black Americans, he
nevertheless played an important role, and that through his courageous efforts he did indeed
leave the world a better place upon his untimely death in 1965. Several black and white
photographs accompany this highly readable biography as well as a concurrent chronology of
Malcom's personal history relative to the history of the country. A bibliography for further
exploration of this tumultuous period is also appended.
REVIEW SOURCES: Core Collection for Young Adults; School Library Journal; Publishers
Weekly; Vandergrift 100 GRADE LEVELS: 5 and Up
Myers, Walter Dean
The Beast
Scholastic Press ISBN:0439368413
c2003 170 pp
Realistic Fiction
Myers' personal familiarity with the streets of Harlem gives voice to this story of two teens and
their dreams to escape the aimless existence that so often takes hold of youth in an environment
that propagates failure. Anthony "Spoon" Witherspoon has gotten his ticket out of the ghetto
through an invitation to attend a prestigious prep school in Connecticut. Though his girlfriend
Gabi is not quite so fortunate, her goal is to finish high school and study poetry at Columbia.
Upon his arrival home for Christmas break, Spoon discovers Gabi's struggles to cope with a
dying mother, a brother who is courting gang life and the care required by her blind grandfather
have caused her to lose her focus and take refuge in "The Beast" of illicit drug use. Feeling
helpless and confused, Spoon allows Gabi the space she needs, until her mother dies and Gabi
disappears. Spoon's journey through the seedy neighborhoods of Harlem as he frantically
searches for Gabi captures with clarity the underbelly of the drug subculture. Myers offers no
firm resolutions for this couple, however, he clearly believes there are alternatives to bad choices
and that, in the end; it is within each of us to approach our future with deliberate thoughtfulness
and a sense of hope.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library
Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
GRADE LEVELS: 7 And Up
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Naslund, Sena Jeter Four Spirits
Morrow
ISBN:0066212383
c2003 524 pp
Historical Fiction
Dedicated to the four young girls who lost their lives in the 1963 bombing of the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, this richly woven story involves the lives of a wide
variety of characters both real and fictitious. Naslund has created an instructive historical novel
that deals honestly with the civil rights era in the South where the deepest chasm of conflicting
opinions concerning racial integration existed. For those who have not lived through that time in
our country's history, the author has appended a note that separates the "real" events from those
that were inspired by literary prerogative. This novel would be a powerful addition to high
school curricula.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers
Weekly Starred Review; Library Journal Starred Review; Kirkus; New York Times Notable
Book GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Nelson, Marilyn
Carver: A Life in Poems
Front Street
ISBN:1886910537
c2001 98pp
Biography
This stunningly crafted short work of poetry is a survey of the life of George Washington Carver
who was born into slavery in1864 and died in 1943 as one of the very few Black Americans who
commanded respect prior to the 1960s. Each poem has its own appeal, yet when combined they
provide a picture of this extraordinary man as a botanist, an inventor, a painter, a musician, and a
teacher. Accompanied by historical black and white photos, this book should not be missed, as
the potential for appeal will range from teens to adults.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Horn Book; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books;
Coretta Scott King Honor Book; Newbery Honor Book GRADE LEVELS: 6 and Up
Newth, Mette
The Dark Light
Farrar, Straus And Giroux ISBN:0374317011
c1998 245pp
Fiction
Set in Bergen, Norway in the early nineteenth century, Newth has created a dark tale
documenting the plight of thirteen year-old Tora, stricken with leprosy and sent to die in a leper
hospital. Her journey is one of spiritual questioning and ultimate acceptance of her fate as her
dogged determination creates the impetus for her to become a pivotal member of this unique
community of souls striving to come to terms with their destiny.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review; Core Collection
for Young Adults; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS 8-12
Oates, Stephen B.
Let The Trumpet Sound: The Life ofMartin Luther King, Jr.
Plume New American Library ISBN:0452256275 c1982 498pp
Biography
Even though this comprehensive biography is more than two decades old, it remains one of the
most highly recommended sources of information on the life and work of Dr. King. Taking five
years to complete, it is a product of extensive research gleaned from the most authoritative
collections housed at many prestigious Universities and special libraries. The scope of the book
includes King as a public and a private figure, his successes and his failures, his strengths and his
weaknesses. Told in story format, this substantial work is both informative and interesting, and
includes several black and white photos.
REVIW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; The American Historical Review; The Journal
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of American History; The Journal of Southern History GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Olsen, Violet
The View From the Pighouse Roof
Atheneum Books
ISBN:0689313241
c1987 176 pp
Historical Fiction
Twelve-year-old Marie is growing up during the Great Depression. Her father has died, but has
left his family with an adequate existence on an Iowa farm. Times are hard and Marie's oldest
sister, whom she adores, has left home with her husband to travel the country in effort to find
work, while her older brother has left home to pursue a career as an electrician in Chicago.
Remaining at home with her mother and her other siblings, Marie struggles to make sense of the
changes that are occurring in her life. When tragedy strikes, Marie begins to understand what
growing up really means. Olsen writes with honesty and is successful in creating characters that
come to life in this simple heartfelt story.
REWIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 6-8
A Prayer For the Dying: A Novel
O'Nan, Stewart
Hemy Holt and Company ISBN:0805061479
c1999 195pp
Historical Fiction
Having survived the horrors of the Civil War, Jacob Hansen settles into a peaceful existence in
Friendship, Wisconsin. Though haunted by the war, Jacob finds harmony in life through his
devotion to his wife and daughter and through his service to the town as sheriff, undertaker, and
preacher. But the tranquility of Friendship is suddenly disrupted when a diphtheria epidemic
sweeps through the town, threatening the lives of all of its inhabitants. Jacob and his beloved
friend Doc repeatedly place themselves in harm's way to bring comfort and assistance to the
dying and their families. As if pestilence is not enough of a burden, a brush fire suddenly
approaches to threaten further peril to the small town. Reminiscent of the biblical story of Job,
Jacob is called to face hardships that few could withstand without losing their sanity. Indeed,
O'Nan nearly dares his readers to determine Jacob's fate as he wanders home in the final scene.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Publisher's Weekly; Library Journal; Kirkus
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Otsuka, Julie When the Emperor Was Divine
Knopf
ISBN:0375414290
c2002 144 pp
Historical Fiction
This mesmerizing story about the Japanese-American internment camps is one of the best
available. Otsuka knows her characters intimately and so will those who choose to go on the
journey from Berkeley, CA to a detention camp in Utah with the nameless family he follows.
The three main characters are referred to only as "the mother"" the girl" and "the boy," perhaps
to signify that the crowed, dirty conditions of these camps was indeed a universal experience and
that those who were forced to live in them were stripped of much of their humanity and personal
identity. Although it contains only five chapters, this book is sure to leave a lasting impression.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; Library Journal Starred Review;
Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus; Bookllist Editor's Choice Best Fiction; YALSA Alex
Award; Booklist Editor's Choice Adult Fiction for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: High
School
Partridge, Elizabeth; Lange, Dorothea
Lange
Viking Books
ISBN:067087888X

Restless Spirit: The Life and Work of Dorothea

c1998 128 pp

Biography
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Dorothea Lange, an enigma in her time, was a wife, a mother, and one of this country's most
celebrated and talented photographers. Partridge shares not only an interesting biographical
narrative about the life of this artist, generously sprinkled with quotes, but also over sixty-five of
Lang's most famous portraits of people, captured during the eras of the Great Depression and
WWII. In addition to being a chronicle of the life of this great artist, this work is a survey of
photo-journalism at its best!
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Hom Book; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Senior High School Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog;
Children's Catalog GRADE LEVLES: 6-12
Peck, Richard
A Long Way From Chicago: A Novel in Stories
Puffin
ISBN:0141303522
c1998 176 pp
Historical Fiction
Told from the adult perspective of Joey Dowdel, the narrator recounts his memories of the
summers he and his sister spent with their grandmother in a small Illinois town during the
Depression era. Grandma Dowdel would do practically anything (lie, cheat, trespass) to lend a
hand to the unfortunates of the town. Readers will gain a sense of the hardships of the time, yet
will delight in Grandma's antics which ultimately teach Joey and his sister what it means to be a
caring member of a small community.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Bulletin of the Center
for Children's Books; Hom Book; Kirkus Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; Middle and Junior
High School Catalog; Newbery Honor Book; ALA Notable Children's Book; YALSA Best
Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 5-10
Pennebaker, Ruth Both Sides Now
Henry Holt
ISBN: 0805061053
c2000 202 pp
Realistic Fiction
Liza appears to have the world figured out. Holding the coveted position as author of the advice
column in the school newspaper, she sees life clearly, and it is mostly black and white. Her
advice is sensible, if somewhat preachy, until her nearly perfect world begins to unravel. When
Liza's mother has a reoccurrence of breast cancer, she and her father find their once hopeful and
well-ordered world careening out of control. Told through Liza's well-developed voice, with
intermittent diary type entries penned by her mother, the reader is able to gain insights about the
deleterious family impact of this insidious disease.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Hom Book; Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review;
Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: 8-12
Perry, Anne Shoulder the Sky
Ballantine Books ISBN: 0345456548c2004
352pp Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
This WWI mystery, a sequel to No Graves as Yet (2003) is one of a planned five book series in
which this prolific author weaves historical fact with suspense, resulting in a an honest account
oflife on the battlefields. This novel delves into the lives of the three Reavley children, all
young adults, whose parents were killed (or murdered?) in the first book, on the eve of the war.
Joseph, a Chaplin and Judith, a driver for an English General, see front line action, while
Matthew is a London intelligence officer who is questing to discover the identity of the
Peacemaker, a suspected murderer who may not only be linked to the murder of their parents, but
who may also be at the center of a conspiracy to reshape the entire world.
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REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE
LEVLES: High School/Adult
Peters, Julie Anne Luna
Little, Brown
ISBN :0316733695
c2003 256 pp
Realistic Fiction
In a culture that is struggling to extend understanding and acceptance of alternative lifestyles,
literature that raises the consciousness about the internal struggles of those who find themselves
outside the mainstream is truly a gift. Peters offers us such a gift with Luna; by day, Liam is the
cherished brother of Regan. By night, he becomes his true self, Luna, Regan's cherished sister.
For years the two siblings have shared this secret, fostered through the privacy of their basement
rooms. Regan has willingly allowed Luna to borrow her clothes and makeup, recognizing her
need to be herself even if it can only be realized under the cover of night. Now that it is nearly
time for Luna to graduate from high school, she has decided that she can no longer hide her true
identity from her friends and family, for it is "hardwired into [her] brain like intelligence or
memory." Peters' honest and realistic treatment of transgenders successfully gives voice to this
very delicate issue, largely as a result of exquisite characterizations, which incite a compassion
for Luna that will leave readers cheering for her happiness long after the last page has been
turned.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Kirkus Starred Review; School Library
Journal; Booklist; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 8-12
Philbrick, Rodman
The Last Book in the Universe
Blue Sky Press
ISBN:0439087589
c2000 223 pp
Science Fiction
The Big Shake, an apocalyptic earthquake, has left Earth separated into four colonies, with only
one, known as Eden, with any potential for a hopeful future. Eden is comprised of proovs
(genetically improved humans) who have successfully segregated themselves from the world of
the normals and their struggles with the environmental and social fallout of the Big Shake.
Hungry for an escape from the realities of their devastated world, many of the normals have
opted to engage in mind probing, which ultimately destroys one's memory. Spaz cannot
consider such an escape. Plagued by epilepsy, he knows that engaging in mind probing
stimulates seizures and therefore he remains one of the few normals who maintains his memory
of the past and with it, a hope for the future. An unlikely encounter with Ryter, an elder in his
colony who longs to leave behind a literary legacy, precipitates a fast paced adventure across the
colonies to save the life of Spaz' s foster sister, Bean. In the end, their journey exposes a shocking
secret, illuminating the prejudicial attitudes of the vast majorityof the proovs. Phibrick's story
serves as a masterful allegory of our own violent, class-based society and begs the reader to
effect change.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus;
YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 6-9
My Sister's Keeper
Picoult, Jodi
Atria
ISBN:0743454529
c2004 423 pp
Realistic Fiction
When the Fitzgerald's young daughter Kate is diagnosed with a rare form ofleukemia, they
conceive another child who has been genetically engineered so that her bone marrow can be used
to prolong Kate's life. As the story opens, Anna, now thirteen, is consulting with a lawyer. She
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has donated bone marrow, platelets, blood, and her umbilical cord; now her parents want her to
donate a kidney. While Anna loves her family, and especially her sister, she is unwilling to
continue having her body harvested. The issues in this thought-provoking story are considered
from the perspective of several of Picoult's well-developed characters, so that the reader can
empathize with every viewpoint. The unexpected and shocking finale makes this book
unforgettable.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Library Journal; School Library Journal;
Booklist Starred Review; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly; ALA Alex Award; School Library Journal
Best Fiction Adult Books for High School Students GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
What Happened to Lani Ga-rver
Plum-Ucci, Carol
Harcourt
ISBN:0152168133
c2002 307pp
Fiction
This book addresses a wide range of teen issues, including childhood disease, eating disorders,
alcoholic parents, divorced parents, remarried parents and a number of growth and development
concerns. But that is not all: the very heart of the book is about prejudice, intolerance, and the
devastating consequences that can result when small-minded people refuse to appreciate
differences in human nature. Sixteen-year-old Claire Mckinze is in remission from leukemia, yet
fear of a relapse pervades her life and her dreams. Although she is a member of the cheerleading
squad, an accomplished musician, and a valued member of her peer group, Claire begins to
question her satisfaction with life on Hackett Island when the mysterious Lani Graver enrolls at
her high school. Lani's appearance and demeanor are somewhat feminine, and the suspicion in
town is that he is gay. Unaffected by the question of his sexuality, Claire gravitates to Lani, who
seems to be wrapped in a shroud of the supernatural, and the two become fast friends. As their
relationship deepens, Claire begins to wrestle with her personal issues, which ultimately
precipitates life-changing consequences for both of them. Strong characterization and sense of
place make this a tale that will not be soon forgotten.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books;
Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE
LEVELS: High School
I Am the Clay
Potok, Chaim
Knopf
ISBN:067941195X
c1992 211 pp
Historical Fiction
Potok's impeccable imagery allows the reader to make the journey across the war-ravaged
countryside of Korea in the 1950's with an impoverished old couple who have been displaced
from their simple home. After stumbling upon a young child who is wounded and close to death,
the story builds into a moving account of the horrors of war, the quest for love, and the strength
of the human spirit.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly;
Library Journal; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Hot Zone
Preston, Richard
Anchor
ISBN:0385479565
c1994 448 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
This chilling account of a close encounter with the lethal Ebola Reston virus reads like a work of
fiction. Yet, it is a true account of a secret mission carried out through the cooperation of the
Centers for Disease Control, the Army, and a private firm located just a few miles from
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Washington D.C., to contain an Ebola outbreak in 1989. From what has been pieced together, it
seems that Ebola Reston and three other similarly devastating filoviruses can be traced to the
African rainforests. Preston postulates that with the clearing of the rainforests, we are leaving
humanity wide open to a potential doomsday situation in which deadly viruses will kill nine out
often people, making HIV look like child's play.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Booklist;
School Library Journal; Library Journal; Kirkus Review; Publisher's Weekly GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Puzo, Mario
The Fortunate Pilgrim
Ballantine Books
ISBN:0449003582
c1964 304pp
Historical Fiction
Published in 1964, Puzzo's first novel enjoyed marvelous reviews, but never gained a readership.
Following a period of more than two decades out of print, Random House Publishers has revived
this author's most cherished personal work. It is a story of an Italian immigrant who left her
homeland to escape an inevitable life of endless poverty. It is also a story of tragedy and
hardships suffered by its heroine, Lucia Santa, as she struggles to raise her five children in Hell's
Kitchen in the early 1900s. Puzzo' s gift for storytelling is not lacking in this novel that has been
celebrated as a "most personal and deeply felt portrait of family life."
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Rash, Ron
Saints at the River
Henry Holt and Company ISBN:0805074872
c2004 237pp
Fiction
Maggie Glenn, twenty-eight-year-old newspaper photographer, has ghosts she would rather not
confront in her backwoods hometown ofTamassee, North Carolina, yet the tragic drowning of a
local preteen pulls her back home to cover the story. The assignment becomes a balancing act
as she maneuvers through the cross fire of the child's parents, desperate to retrieve the body of
their daughter, and the local environmentalists who oppose the risky, though temporary, damning
of the Tamassee River to facilitate the recovery. Complicating matters further are bitter and
unresolved feelings towards her father she would rather avoid, even though his death is
imminent.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review
GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Reed, Kit
Thinner Than Thou
Tor
ISBN:0765307626
c2004 336 pp
Realistic Fiction
The ruin and devastation that has resulted in our culture's dedication to beautiful and sleek
bodies is examined in this piercing satire about a society that has sold their souls for physical
perfection accompanied by the abiding belief that "truth may not be beauty, but beauty is
definitely truth." The gospel according to Reverend Earl effusively preaches the life of the
Afterfat, where the overweight become thin, the middle aged no longer wrinkle and sag, and
those who struggle with eating disorders are made whole. The Reverend has captivated the
country with his "Thinner than Thou" dogma and his luxury spas where the unworthy can be
redeemed. Fortunately, there are teens like the Abercrombie twins, Betz and Danny and their
friend Dave, who refuse to subscribe to the Reverend's "truths"; and when Annie Abercrombie is
sent off to a secret destination following the discovery of her anorexia, they follow in hot pursuit
to rescue her. While the story is laced with tongue-in-cheek humor, Reed has carefully included
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many keen and often painful observations that beg the reader to consider thoughtfully the
wisdom of our culture's current obsession with glitz, glamour and bodily perfection.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Kirkus;
Library Journal; ALA Alex Award GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Regis, Ed Virus Ground Zero: Stalking the Killer Viruses with the Centers for Disease Control
Pocket Books
ISBN:0671553615
c1996 242 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
In May of 1995 an outbreak of Ebola, a viral hemorrhagic fever with a fatality rate of ninety
percent, occurred in Zaire. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC), headquartered in Atlanta,
Georgia, was contacted and instantly set into motion the well defined protocol for dealing with
deadly epidemics. Regis skillfully relates the story behind this eruption with a focus on the
history and the professional proficiency of the CDC.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; ALA
Outstanding Books for the College Bound GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Remarque, Erich Maria
All Quiet on the Western Front
Little, Brown
ISBN:0316739928
c1929 248 pp Historical Fiction Classics
Youthful enthusiasm and the feeling of invincibility are all Paul Baumer and his classmates need
to entice them to enlist in the German army during WWI, but Paul's eagerness for battle turns to
shock when he experiences his first bombardment. To maintain his sanity amidst the countless
numbers of wounded and dead comrades, Paul vows to do all he can to oppose war ifhe can only
emerge from the trenches alive. Written with crisp clarity, this novel has been a favorite since it
was first published; it was subsequently adapted for a movie in 1979.
REVIEW SOURCES: Best Books for senior High Readers; Senior High School Catalog; Core
Collection for Young Adults; Booklist GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Rich, Doris Amelia Earhart: A Biography
Smithsonian Books
ISBN:1560987251
c1989 321pp
Biography
This extensively researched biography does not dwell on what ultimately happened to Amelia
Earhart, but instead focuses on her courage, generosity and determination, the qualities that
governed who she really was-the tireless advocate of women's rights and pacifism, the
visionary of commercial aviation, the co founder of the first commercial airline and the designer
of the first lightweight luggage. The book is deftly crafted and includes several black and white
photos from historical archives.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Best Books for Senior High Readers;
Booklist; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: 9-12/Adult
Rosoff, Meg How I Live Now
Wendy Lamb Books ISBN:0385746776
c2004 208pp
Fiction
At fifteen, Daisy is motherless--and nearly fatherless as his time is mostly devoted to his new
wife, whom Daisy considers to be a wicked stepmother straight from a fairy tale. In an effort to
impact Daisy's eating disorder, she is sent to England for the summer to stay with an Aunt and
four cousins whom she has never met. The new environment has precious little effect on Daisy's
eating habits, even when she begins to find comfort with her extended family, who enjoy a selfsustaining existence on their expansive farm. When her Aunt's job takes her to Sweden for a
short time, the children are left, quite happily, alone. Daisy and her cousin Edmond develop a
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magnetic fascination for one another, resulting in an incestuous romance that is interrupted quite
suddenly by a cataclysmic world event that separates the children from one another. As the
family fragments, Daisy and her nine-year-old cousin Piper are determined to find their way
back home, driven by the special love they all share for one another. The harrowing journey the
two girls make creates the opportunity for Daisy to subdue the control food once had over her as
she embraces the responsibility for ensuring Piper's safety. There are many unsettling facets of
this story, some of which are never resolved, disallowing a happy-ever-after ending. Rosoff has
created a window that looks into some of life's most gritty realities with the anticipation that
readers will notice the transforming hope that can be attained by living for others.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Kirkus Review; Booklist Editor's Choice for
Youth; Michael L. Printz Award; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 811

Rostkowski, Margaret I.
After the Dancing Days
HarperTrophy
ISBN:0064402487
c1986 224 pp
Fiction
Annie's father has been gone for two years tending WWI casualties in a New York hospital.
Upon his return to their Kansas home, he takes a job at a veteran's hospital where Annie
eventually spends time befriending a badly burned soldier. Annie has lost an uncle to the war
and through her association with her new friend she discovers the details surrounding his death.
Rostkowski's honest and masterfully constructed language ("His eyes were closed, his nose
flattened and twisted to one side, only a mass of bluish skin where his mouth should have been")
engages the reader in chapter one and continues to do so throughout the book. Through her
association with her veteran friend, Annie must sort through the confusion of war and its
consequences--death, disability and dysfunction--and she must confront her conventional ideas
about patriotism.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; Hom Book; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; School Library Journal; Core
Collection for Young Adults; ALA Notable Children's Books; Golden Kite Award;
International Reading Association Children's Book Award GRADE LEVELS: 6-9

Ryan, Pam Munoz Esperanza Rising
Blue Sky Press
ISBN:043912042X
c2002 288 pp
Historical Fiction
Fourteen-year-old Esperanza enjoys the pleasures of wealth on her Mexican ranch until tragedy
strikes and she and her mother are forced to flee their country to join the masses of immigrants
who gravitate to California to find work in the agricultural industry during the Great Depression.
Written with compassion and truth, the story will captivate readers as it gives voice to the
economic, cultural, and political issues of the time.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Middle and Junior
High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Horn Book; Multicultural
Review; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 6-9
Rylant, Cynthia
I Had Seen Castles
Harcourt Brace
ISBN:0152380035
c1993 97 pp
Historical Fiction
This short, insightful story is written as a reflection of an old man, John Dante, who shares his
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experiences and those of his family and friends during the Second World War. Rylant's anti-war
message masterfully captures the horrors of war that changed the course oflives and impacted
the physical and psychological health of the people drawn into the battles in Europe and in the
Pacific. She examines the overzealous and idealistic nature of youth in a county that was colored
by a blind patriotism that would, in the end, sacrifice the lives of countless innocent children and
their families for the safety of those on our home soil. This thought provoking message speaks
to the senselessness of all war: "The enemy is always interchangeable."
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review GRADE LEVELS:
6-12

Salisbury, Graham Under the Blood-Red Sun
Delacorte Press
ISBN:038532099X
c1994 246pp
Historical Fiction
Tomi and his family suffer the backlash of the bombing of Pearl Harbor when their JapaneseAmerican heritage threatens their peaceful life on the Hawaiian island of Oahu. Tomi is faced
with many difficult situations involving race, ethnicity, and class as he navigates through this
terribly difficult period of his life. Salisbury is empathetic to both the American and Japanese
cultures in this corning of age novel that will hold special appeal for YA readers who enjoy
baseball and have known the comfort of belonging to a special group of friends.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review; Booklist starred review; School Library
Journal; Vandergrift 100; ALA Notable Children's Book; Y ALSA Popular Paperbacks for
Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 5-9
Sanchez, Alex
Rainbow Boys
Simon & Schuster
ISBN:0689841000
c2001 224pp
Realistic Fiction
The interconnected lives of three high school teens forms the plotline of this contemporary
account of the realities of being gay/bisexual. More than simply a story about the fears
associated with corning out, Sanchez successfully explores this issue in great detail, highlighting
the struggles of self acceptance, the importance of exercising safety in sexual relations, the thrills
of first love, the devastating consequences of homophobia, the necessity for supportive school
environments, and the need for unconditional parental love. Sanchez does not mince words, nor
does he shield his readers from the veracity of sexual encounters. Undoubtedly this story is
intended for mature readers who are interested in being instructed, enlightened, and /or validated.
An annotated list of support organizations is appended.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Booklist; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly, Kirkus Review; Bulletin of the
Center for Children's Books; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS :8 and
Up
Schupack, Deborah
The Boy on the Bus: A Novel
The Free Press
ISBN:0743242203
c2003 215 pp
Realistic Fiction
Eight-year-old Charlie has suffered from severe asthma attacks for most of his life, resulting in
an ever vigilant and worrisome existence for his mother, Meg. Overseeing Charlie's diet and
medicines has marked her days, while her nights have often been sleepless as she lovingly nursed
him through countless terrifying attacks. Forced to abandon her work as an artist, Meg has spent
most of her adult life tending to the needs of Charlie, of his older self-serving sister Katie, and of
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Jeff, her children's father who is nearly always in absentia. As the book opens, an eeriness
sweeps across the lives of this family when Meg is suddenly uncertain if the Charlie she needed
to coax off the school bus was the same Charlie that left their rural Vermont home that very same
morning: he appears subtly different and he is no was longer suffering from asthma. This story
has the makings of a suspense thriller; instead, Schupack's expertly drawn characters have a
story to tell about the splintering that can occur within families over time, exacerbated by a
chronically ill child, and especially about how this can happen without anyone even noticing.
What sets this book apart from others that deal with similar themes is that Schupack delivers her
message so subtly that readers may still be putting pieces in place long after the book has been
finished.
REVIEW SOUCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus Starred Review
GRADE LEVELS: High School

Scottoline, Lisa
Killer Smile
HarperCollins ISBN:0060514957 c2004 320pp
Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
One in a series of stories showcasing the female Philadelphia law firm of Rosato & Associates,
this thriller is grounded in history. Having discovered her grandparents were forced to register as
"enemy aliens" during WWII, along with 600,000 other Italian-born Americans (of which
10,000 were forced into internment camps), Scottloline's plot finds Mary DiNuzio working a pro
bono case to gain reparation for one such American who was sent to an internment camp and
ultimately committed suicide. The investigation takes DiNuzio to Missoula, Montana, the site of
the camp, where she discovers that the suicide may well have been a homicide. Interesting
author notes at the end of the book include information about the plight of "enemy aliens", and
resources for additional information.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
Shaara, Jeff To The Last Man: A Novel of the First World War
Ballantine Books
ISBN:0345461347
c2004 672 pp
Historical Fiction
Shaara' s epic story of air and ground combat during the First World War is centered around four
principle characters: General John J. Pershing, Baron Manfred von Richthofen (the "Red
Baron"), Raoul Lufbery of the Lafayette Escadrille, and Private Roscoe Temple, United States
Marine Corps. While the characters do not share common experiences, they all emerge from the
war as heroes who are forever changed. The story is told primarily from an American point of
view; however, attention is given to the attitudes of prominent German military figures. Shaara
writes with a captivating style, producing a triumphant portrait, especially of the gripping horror
of warfare.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Library Journal; Kirkus; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Silver, Jim Kill Zone: A Novel
Simon & Schuster
ISBN :0684842890
c 1998 320 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
When the announcement is made by Nixon that American troops will be pulling out of Vietnam,
those in-country who have been lucky enough to survive can think of nothing but going home.
The duty-bound agenda of one commanding officer, Major Ralph Longbaugh, is destined to be
his undoing. The plan to send his battalion on one last dangerous mission is interrupted by his
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untimely death. That's what the Army tells his family, but in reality, the mission is scrubbed by
the major's very own battalion, who successfully ambush him, leaving behind the earmarks of a
Viet Cong attack. Though the battalion is suspected, they eventually head home and settle into
their lives, never imagining that one day they will all become the victims of revenge spawned by
an expert Army sniper, Aaron Longbaugh, the son of the late major. This is a well-written thriller
not to be missed!
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
The Jungle
Sinclair, Upton
See Sharp Press
ISBN:1884365302
c1906 352 pp Historical Fiction Classics
This detailed and unbridled account of the Chicago slaughterhouses ultimately led to the Pure
Food and Drug Act of 1906, which was enacted as a response to the novel's depiction of the
meat industry's practice of selling rotten and diseased meat to unsuspecting consumers. The
American dream, which equated hard work and morality with material success and happiness,
was not a reality for the working class, and especially not for the masses of newly arrived
immigrants. Instead of opportunity, these people encountered prejudice, exploitation, moral
corruption, and crime. Sinclair used this plot to advance his unwavering belief in the need to
transform America's capitalist political system to that of socialism. So biting were Sinclair's
accusations that the original version was edited not only for its gory descriptions of the meatpacking industry, but for much of its social and political commentary as well. Only since the
1980s has the uncensored original version been available.
REVIEW SOURCES: Publishers Weekly Starred Review; Senior High School Catalog; Best
Books for Senior High Readers; Core Collection for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS:1012/Adult
The Tree ofLife: Charles Darwin
Sis, Peter
Farrar Straus Giroux
ISBN:0374456283
c2003 44pp
Biography
Charles Darwin, naturalist, geologist, and independent thinker, was not the first person to
consider the idea of evolution, but his five-year voyage aboard the Beagle allowed him to collect
numerous specimens that allowed for the first time, the provision of physical evidence in support
of the model of evolution he devised. Sis' s creative overview of the life and works of Charles
Darwin is presented in a beautiful and uniquely illustrated account, which includes excerpts from
Darwin's diary as well as charts and maps of his travels, providing a visual rendering that will
inform and delight the young and the old.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; School Library Journal; Booklist; School Library
Journal Best Books; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS:4 and Up

Slade, Arthur Dust
Wendy Lamb Books ISBN:0385730047 c2003 192pp Science Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Although science fiction stories are generally set in the future, Slade has departed from this
tradition with his engaging tale about Matthew, a seven-year-old boy who disappears from his
small Canadian town during the dust bowl years; nor is Matthew the only child who disappears.
In time, hope of finding the children is abandoned by all except Matthew's older brother, who
recognizes a connection between the missing children and the arrival of a stranger in town who
proposes to build a rainmaking machine that will end the drought. This engaging, well-written

68
story will satisfy mystery lovers as well.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist; Middle and Junior High School
Catalog; YALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 8-12

Smith, Betty A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Perennial Classics ISBN:006092988X
c1943 496 pp
Fiction
Classics
Beginning in 1912, this book follows the lives of the Nolan family, who live a modest life in a
Brooklyn tenement. Within this superbly crafted story, Smith comments on issues such as the
plight of the poor at the tum of the century, class status, the link between education and the
American Dream, the destructive consequences of alcoholism, and the tenacity and strength that
can be found in the character of the most impoverished women. Yet this is ultimately a story of
hope in the face of hardship. Smith's characters come alive in this engaging and heartfelt tale
that has enjoyed a wide readership since its first publication in 1943.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Best Books for High School Readers; Kirkus
Starred Review GRADE LEVELS: 9-12/Adult
Smith, Helen Zenna Not So Quiet: Stepdaughters of War
FeministPress
ISBN:093531282X
c1930 300pp
HistoricalFiction
First published in 1930, this heart-rending account of the horrors of war on the front lines during
WWI is given voice through an English female ambulance driver whose experiences cannot nor
will not be appreciated by a society that revels in blind patriotism. Readers will be captivated by
this timeless, sometimes humorous, always truthful, and unashamedly passionate anti-war
commentary. Smith examines the irreversible impact of war, which not only destroys lives, but
often strips away the souls of its survivors.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Sones, Sonya One Of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies
Simon & Schuster ISBN:0689858205
c2004 272pp
Realistic Fiction
The truth that family constellations can change in the blink of an eye is unavoidably imposed on
Ruby Milliken when her life is traumatically and irrevocably changed by the death of her mother.
Ruby has always been part of a twosome with her mother, and now she must transfer this
relationship to her estranged father, a famous Hollywood star whom she has never met. Sones'
poetic prose style entries capture the painful transition Ruby must make as she begins a new life
in California, leaving behind her best friend, her boyfriend, and her beloved aunt Duffy. Even
her new opulent lifestyle does little to assuage her grief and loneliness, as she struggles to
understand why her father, who welcomes her so warmly into his world had never bothered to
contact her while her mother was alive. The astute reader may well form an idea about this
mystery well before it is resolved in the story.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High Catalog; Senior High School Catalog; Bulletin of
the Center for Children's Books, Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal Starred
Review; Kirkus; YALSA Best Book for Young Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant
Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS:7-12
Sones, Sonya Stop Pretending: What Happened When My Big Sister Went Crazy
HarperCollins
ISBN:0060283874
cl 999 149 pp
Realistic Fiction
This amazingly powerful little book of poems chronicles one family's journey through the
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tempest-tossed tide of emotions resulting from the sudden onset of mental illness. Thirteen-yearold Cookie is devastated when her older sister, whom she adores, suffers a manic-depressive
episode and must be institutionalized. Feelings of denial, fear, and anger are her constant
companions. Deserted by her friends and confused by the tension she senses in her parents'
relationship, Cookie's world has been totally fragmented. In the midst of it all, a promising
relationship with a new boy in school--who supports her through the turmoil--coupled with a
new found love for photography, seem to instill a sense of hope in Cookie's outlook. This novel
in verse, based on the real life experiences of the author, never fails to be deeply moving,
regardless of the number of times it has been read and reread.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Vandergrift 100; Booklist; School Library Journal; Y ALSA
Best Books for Young Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers
GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Soos, Troy Island of tears
Kensington Publishing ISBN:1575667681 c2001 384pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Praised for its intelligent use of historical detail, this novel exposes the hardships of immigrants
arriving at Ellis Island who faced difficult odds and uncertain futures. The story's main character
is a writer of dime novels who plans to make the journey of a fourteen-year-old Dutch immigrant
the subject of his next book. Instead, he finds himself involved in a mysterious search for the
child after she disappears. Soos captures the flavor of New York at the tum of the century as he
explores government corruption, pitiless slumlords, and merciless sweatshop owners.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Sparks, Nicholas, Sparks, Micah
Three Weeks With My Brother
Warner Books
ISBN:0446532444
c2004 368 pp
Biography
Part travel log, part autobiography, this moving memoir recounts a three week trip around the
world taken by this best-selling author and his older brother. Interspersed between each
destination, Sparks shares snippets from his life growing up with two siblings in a family that
struggled financially--and in some instances emotionally--and the ways in which they managed
to maintain a revered closeness over the years largely as a result of his mother's untiring love.
Sparks successfully disabuses the reader of the notion that the lifestyle of the rich and famous is
nothing but glamorous, as he candidly and poignantly describes the trials and small successes of
parenting his autistic son. Furthermore, he painstakingly shares the details that have lead to the
devastating reality that at the ages of thirty-seven and thirty-eight, he and his brother Micah are
the only living members of their family of origin.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly, Library Journal GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Spiegelman, Art
Maus: A Survivors's Tale (Volume I and Volume II)
Patheon Books
ISBN:0679406417
c1996 304 pp Graphic Novel Biography
This critically acclaimed two-volume graphic novel is far from fictional. It recounts the actual
experiences of the author's parents, who as Polish Jews, were forced into ghettos, unsuccessfully
attempted an escape to Hungary, and were ultimately survivors of Auschwitz. Spiegelman, a
post-war baby, masterfully weaves details of the consequences of this horrific past into the
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frames of the story, leaving no doubt that the scars of surviving have life-long impact, not only
for the survivors, but for their children as well.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Library
Journal; Vandergrift 100; Pulitzer Prize; YALSA Best 100 Books 1950-2000 GRADE LEVELS:
7 and up
Steinbeck, John
The Grapes of Wrath
Penguin
ISBN:0142000663
c1939 464pp Historical Fiction Classics
In the effort to realistically portray the plight of migrant farm workers during the dust bowl years
of the Great Depression, Steinbeck actually lived with an Oklahoma farm family and made the
journey with them to California. As one of three of his Depression era novels, The Grapes of
Wrath won the Pulitzer Prize in 1940 for its tragic, realistic depiction of the overcrowded
migrant labor camps where many, unable to find jobs, starved to death under the vigilance of
Californians who mocked them for their misfortunes. The story follows the Joad family and
their trials as "Oakies," and through their experiences, examines the social and economic policies
of the time.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young Adults; Best
Books for Senior High Readers; Kirkus Starred Review; Library Journal GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Stone, Irving
The Origin: A Biographical Novel of Charles Da~in
Doubleday
ISBN:0385120648
cl980 729pp
Historical Fiction
Upon his death in 1989, Irving Stone left behind ten biographies of famous historical
personalities. If The Origin is representative of Stone's talent as an author, then readers will
surely be enticed to read all of his works. Following five years of extensive research, consulting
the personal family materials of several of Darwin's descendents and the manuscripts and
correspondences housed in the Cambridge University Library in the special Charles Darwin
collection, Stone has penned an epic that spans the life of this great thinker from the age of
twenty-two until his death. Attention to detail and a gift both for character development and
scene setting draws the reader into the life of this would-be clergyman turned naturalist from the
very first page. While the novel may no longer appear on recommended reading lists, it stands
as a timeless example of quality writing.
REVIEW SOURCES: H.W. Wilson Fiction Catalog 1989; Publishers Weekly; New York Times
Book Review GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Sweeny, Joyce
The Spirit Window
Delacorte Press
ISBN:038532510X
c1998 256pp
Fiction
Spending the summer on a remote island in Florida does not exactly rank first on Miranda's top
ten list of most coveted vacations, yet she is curious to see her Grandmother again after ten years
of family estrangement. Within days of her arrival, however, this photography-loving fifteenyear-old has learned that the splendor of a well balanced marshland can be more exciting than a
shopping mall, that her Grandmother is one of the most loving and interesting people she has
ever encountered, and that her father has made a cold and calculated financial commitment to a
land developer that will ultimately impact the entire ecological future of his mother's beloved
Turtle Island. Laced with undercurrents of guilt, denial, heartbreak, forgiveness and the
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unavoidable trials oflove, Sweeny summons us to acknowledge our obligation to preserve and
respect our natural environment at all costs.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; YALSA Best Books for Young
Adults GRADE LEVELS: 7-12
Szeman, Sherri
Only With the Heart
Arcade Publishing
ISBN:1559705388
c2000 323 pp
Fiction
The incidence of Alzheimer's disease is on the rise, and those who are knowledgeable about the
disease will verify that it can be one of the most difficult journeys any family can take. Szeman
has created a realistic portrayal of the ruin that can be wrought by this disease; not only on the
victim but on family care givers as well. Following a lonely childhood as a foster child, Claudia
finally finds permanent placement with Mother Grace at age 13. Though she is well loved,
Claudia's need for affection is endless. Upon her marriage to Sam, Claudia finds a sense of
peace, knowing that Eleanor, her mother-in-law, loves her as a daughter. This blissful existence
is short lived, however, as Eleanor soon begins to exhibit Alzheimer symptoms. The story spans
an eight-year period in which the progression of Eleanor's disease is told through the voices of
Claudia, Eleanor, and Sam in a style that many times follows a stream of consciousness
progression.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist Starred Review; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Tateishi, John (Ed.) And Justice For All: An Oral History of the Japanese American
Detention Camps
Random House
ISBN:029597785X
c1984 259 pp
Biography
Volumes have been written describing the deplorable conditions and the psychological torment
experienced by Jews in Nazi concentration camps, evoking feelings of outrage and disbelief by
those who have read such accounts. Yet little has been written about the American concentration
camps of WWII, where over 115,000 Japanese American civilians were detained for up to three
years. While the ethnic cleansing of Hitler's Germany was avoided, it is fair to state that the
reason for these relocation camps was racism, not the perceived need to secure the safety of the
country, that the conditions were indeed deplorable, and that psychological torment was a part of
the experience. This oral history of thirty Japanese Americans, brought to light for the first time,
is composed ofreal accounts of those who suffered at the hands of the U.S. government. It is
important to note that not one Japanese American was ever brought to trial for being disloyal nor
were any charged with crimes. This invaluable collection of stories should not be missed by
anyone who calls themselves an American.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Taylor, Mildred
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry
Puffin
ISBN:0140384510
c1976 288 pp
Historical Fiction
Set in Mississippi in 1933 during the Great Depression, Taylor successfully portrays one black
family's resolute commitment to each other and to the land they own. Cassie Logan, the story's
main character, learns in one turbulent year, both the bewilderment of social injustice and the
humiliation of blatant discrimination--tempered and somewhat mitigated, however, by her
family's pride and courage. Taylor has written several stories about the Logan family; the most
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recent, The Land, published in 2001, has enjoyed success as critics herald Taylor a masterful
storyteller who "refuses to whitewash the truth."
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core
Collection for Young Adults; Newbery Award; Booklist Starred Review; Kirkus; Coretta Scott
King Honor Book GRADE LEVELS: 6-12

Taylor, Theodore
The Flight of Jesse Leroy Brown
Avon Books
ISBN:0380976897
c1998 290pp
Biography
Jessie Leroy Brown made history before his twenty-fifth birthday by breaking the color barrier to
become the first black U.S. Navy pilot. Taylor has succeeded in creating a fascinating narrative
account of the life and death of this young hero, whose fighter plane was shot down during the
Koran War amidst the marine retreat from the Cho sin reservoir. Yet, this story is much more
than a biography; based on letters and conversations with family and friends, Taylor highlights
the racial tensions of the period and he provides an instructive insight into the world of Naval
carrier aviation. The text is accompanied by several black and white photos of Brown, his
family, and his friends.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog Archives; Booklist; School Library Journal;
Multicultural Review GRADE LEVELS:8 and Up
Taylor, Theodore
The Weirdo
Harcourt Brace
ISBN:0152949526
cl991 289pp
Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Samantha Sanders once discovered the body of a murder victim near her home as a child; now
sixteen, she is fairly certain she has witnessed the secret disposal of another dead body in the
swamps of Powhatan, a National Wildlife Refuge not far from her neighborhood. The
complications stemming from the use of a wildlife refuge for the putative disposal of the remains
start to surface when she befriends Chip Clewt, a teen-age recluse committed to extending the
hunting ban in Powhatan, and he helps her understand just how deadly the battle for
environmental conservation can become. As this mystery unravels, Sam finds her conscience
impelling her to disagree with her father and of the majority of men in her small town who have
been waiting five years for the ban to expire. Taylor's engaging story speaks not only to the
importance of ecological preservation but also to the importance of young people standing up for
their convictions.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive; Booklist; School
Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Hom Book;
Edgar Allan Poe Award GRADE LEVELS: 6-12
Terkel, Studs
Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression
Pantheon
ISBN:0394746910
cl970 462 pp Narrative Nonfiction
Terkel presents the reader with a compilation of interviews reflecting the personal memories of
those who experienced the Depression first-hand with an eye toward exposing its effect on the
lives of those who lived through it. Entries range from those who escaped this era relatively
unscathed to those who were the most destitute; from those who were widely known to those
virtually unknown; from Blacks to Whites; from politicians to artists and writers; and from
racketeers to impoverished farmers. As Terkel states, "the precise fact or the precise date is of
small consequence. This is not a lawyer's brief nor an annotated sociological treatise. It is
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simply an attempt to get the story of the holocaust known as The Great Depression from an
improvised batallion [sic] of survivors."
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Senior High School Catalog GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult

Terkel, Studs
The Good War
Pantheon Books
ISBN:0394531035
c1984 589pp
Narrative Nonfiction
Terkel, a well-respected Chicago journalist, offers a superb, personalized account of WWII
through this collection of interviews of those who experienced, first-hand, the war that defeated
fascism. Entries include reflections of the famous and the not so famous, those who did
the bombing and those who were bombed, and those who remained stateside supporting the
effort, both in Washington and in the more ordinary environs of the country. This fascinating
and well-written book will capture the interest of those who are history buffs and those who are
not!
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Pulitzer Prize Winner GRADE LEVELS:
High School/Adult
Tessitore, John
F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great American Dreamer
Franklin Watts
ISBN:0531139557
c2001 112pp
Biography
This short, yet well written biography provides a candid look at the life of one of America's most
celebrated authors who hit the peak of his literary success before the age of 30. Tessitore
highlights Fitzgerald's professional successes and frustrations, his tenuous marriage to a woman
who suffered from mental illness, his commitment to fatherhood, his relationship with Ernest
Hemmingway, and his struggles with alcohol and depression. In the end, one is likely to
conclude that the fame and success Fitzgerald enjoyed so early in his career did not save him
from a life of turmoil and travail.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist; School Library Journal
GRADE LEVELS: 8 and Up
Trueman, Terry
Inside Out
Harper Tempest
ISBN:0066239621
c2003 128 pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
Afflicted by schizophrenia, sixteen year-old Zach waits inside a coffee shop for his mother to
bring his medicine when two teenaged brothers attempt a hold up. As their plans go awry, Zach
and the other customers are taken hostage. Zach's narration of this event provides a suspenseful
account of the standoff while his thoughts and actions speak volumes about the tormenting
symptoms of his psychotic disorder. Portions of Zach's medical history--that enable the reader
to better understand the shocking conclusion--introduce each chapter of this short,
compassionately written story.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books; School Library Journal; Booklist; Kirkus; Y ALSA Best Books for Young
Adults; Y ALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
Trueman, Terry
Stuck in Neutral
Harper Collins
ISBN:0060285192
c2000
114pp
Fiction
If you met Shawn in person you would no doubt perceive him as everyone else does, including
his own family--a helpless, hopeless, invalid with cerebral palsy, lacking worthy thoughts or
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emotions, whose frequent seizures are painful to watch as they clearly are to endure. Fortunately
the reader does not meet Shawn in person, but instead his story is revealed entirely through his
mind, where it becomes instantly clear that far from being a pathetic soul, Shawn is a bright and
articulate teen who remembers every single word he has ever heard. He is able to read, to form
opinions, to experience emotions, and best of all, to be released from his body to feel and see
things during seizures he cannot encounter when he is trapped inside his body. However, Shawn
begins to realize that his father is thinking of killing him, convinced that it is the most loving
thing to do! Through his detailed account of the realities ofliving with cerebral palsy, Trueman
is able to raise some thought-provoking questions about euthanasia, the meaning of freedom, and
parental rights, that will provide excellent fodder for thought or discussion.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Core Collection for Young
Adults; Booklist Starred Review; School Library Journal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus; Booklist
Editor's Choice for Older Readers; Michael Printz Honor Book; YALSA Best Books for Young
Adults; YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: 6-10
Trumbo, Dalton
Johnny Got His Gun
Lyle Stuart
ISBN:0818401109
c1939 309 pp Historical Fiction Classics
Trumbo has given us one of the twentieth century's most unabashed anti-war novels in this
frightening account of Joe Bonham, a WWI veteran who lies in a hospital bed and exists only in
his mind, since his body is so badly maimed that he can no longer communicate with the outside
world. This masterful work addresses such ideas as the senselessness of war, the class
distinctions of war, and the horrific consequences that plague those who return. Although the
author does not spare gruesome details, it is clear that his intent is not gratuitous, but is intended
to describe in brutal detail the impact of war on body and soul.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; National Book Award Winner GRADE
LEVELS: High School/Adult
Truscott, Lucian K. Army Blue
Warner
ISBN:0446359807
c1989
436pp
Fiction
Mystery/Suspense
Lieutenant Matthew Nelson Blue IV witnessed a covert CIA drug operation that left one of his
men dead from friendly fire in the Vietnam War. Refusing instructions to change the contents of
his incident report, Blue is sent to a military prison in Saigon to await court-martial proceedings
for cowardice, disobeying an order, and desertion in the face of the enemy. Although his father
and his grandfather, both career military officers, have been estranged for more than a decade,
they are able join forces to come to the aid of the young man they both love. The riveting courtmartial proceedings will keep the pages turning until the very last surprise witness makes his
entrance.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Vance, Susanna
Deep
Delacorte Press
ISBN:0385730578
c2003 261pp Fiction Mystery/Suspense
This fast paced, brilliantly conceived story is narrated through the voices of the two main
characters, thirteen-year-old Birdie and seventeen year old Morgan. Not only do these young
women originate from different continents, but they are offspring of parents with entirely
different lifestyles and child-rearing philosophies. Yet through a convoluted course of events,
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the lives of these teens are inextricably woven together, ultimately forging a deep connection that
occurs naturally as a consequence of sharing a life-threatening experience. Vance specifically
strives to illuminate the powerful impact parents have on the growth and development of their
children as well as the ways in which extreme adversity gives rise to the opportunity either to
become strong or to crumble under the weight of relentless sorrow.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog Archive; Booklist; School
Library Joumal; Kirkus; Y ALSA Best Books for Young Adults GRADE LEVELS: 7-10
Edith 's Story
Velmans, Edith
Soho Press
ISBN:1569471789
c1999 239 pp
Biography
This sincere account of the author's experiences during the German occupation of Holland is
similar to the diaries of Ann Frank, with one very important exception: Edith Velmans survived.
As the situation in Holland escalated, Edith was sent to live incognito with a Protestant family in
Holland who claimed her as their relative, a dangerous undertaking for all concerned. This story
is largely composed of excerpts from Edith's teenaged diary and of the letters smuggled between
her and her parents, interspersed with reflections by Edith as an adult. This is an astonishing
story of one young woman's journey through the painful tragedy of the holocaust, which was met
with courage, love, and determination.
REVIEW SOURCES: Senior High School Catalog; Booklist; Library Journal; Multicultural
Review; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult

Watson, James Double Helix: A Personal Account of the Discovery of the Structure ofDNA
Atheneum
ISBN:0451625943
c1968
226pp
Narrative Nonfiction Classics
This is a first hand account of the events that led to the discovery of the structure of DNA, one of
the most significant scientific discoveries ever made, which has had a profound effect on the
entire discipline of Biology. Watson's candid recall of this intensely competitive race to the
Nobel Prize, which he secured along with his co-discoverer Francis Crick, is presented in such a
way that those with just a rudimentary knowledge of science can appreciate it. Written shortly
after the discovery was made, Watson does his best to humanize science by focusing on the
people who were entrenched in the day-to-day task of characterizing the complex conformation
of the double helix.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; The Modem Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books
Published in the English Language Since 1900 GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Werlin, Nancy
Double Helix
Dial Books
ISBN:0803726066
c2004 252 pp
Science Fiction
Eli Samuels is about to graduate from high school at the top of his class, but not at the top of his
world. His mother has been institutionalized for years with Huntington's disease, and he and his
dad become nearly estranged when Eli decides to delay college enrollment for a year to work at
Wyatt Transgen~tics for the famous Dr. Quincy Wyatt. Eli's dad refuses to reveal the painful
truth about their family connection to Dr. Wyatt until it becomes apparent that Eli has been doing
his own research about the past and has stumbled upon some shocking facts concerning a longago genetic engineering experiment that has had a very real present-day impact.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High Catalog; Senior High School Catalog; Booklist;
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books; Kirkus Review; School Library Journal; Hom Book
GRADE LEVELS: 7 and Up
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Whyman, Matt
Boy Kills Man
HarperTempest
ISBN:0060746637
c2005 153 pp
Realistic Fiction
Drugs and guns have been such an invasive presence in our culture for so long, with precious
little hope for change that these subjects rarely spark a fire in the belly of even the most
compassionate people. It seems as if Whyman was determined to stir the embers, judging from
this horrifying story about South American drug dealers. Destined for a life of poverty with little
guidance from single parent homes, two twelve year old boys, Shorty and Alberto, quickly find
both financial and social success when they are recommended as hit men for the local drug lord.
Street smarts take little time to develop, revealing many truths, especially about the ultimate
power of money and the ways in which weapons can empower those with no hope. Whyman's
characters live on these pages, creating such an emotional impact that the final scenes may
become nearly impossible to read. Clearly Whyman wishes to make an appeal to his readers to
be mindful and nonjudgmental about the dreadful lifestyle choices those in poverty must often
make.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; School Library Journal; Kirkus; YALSA Quick Picks for
Reluctant Young Adult Readers GRADE LEVELS: High School
Windle, Janice Woods
Will's War
Longstreet Press ISBN:1563526395 c2001 400pp Historical Fiction Mystery/Suspense
When the author found 3,000 pages of transcripts documenting the 1917 treason trial of her late
grandfather Will Bergfeld, she realized she had discovered the makings of a real-life plot which
would draw on the family lore of her ancestors to create a story line. As the U.S. prepared to
enter WWI, much of the country adopted an anti-German sentiment. The government generated
a list of German-born Americans entitled "Subjects of the Teutonic Orders", and vigilantes
across the country committed unjust acts of violence against numerous citizens of German
descent. Suspicion that Will Bergfeld was conspiring to assassinate President Woodrow Wilson
precipitated his arrest and subsequent trial. Told thorough the voices of the three women who
loved him (his wife, his mother and his sister) this fact based novel moves at a rapid pace and
culminates in a court room scene that rivals the popular John Grisham novels.
REVIEW SOURCES: Library Journal; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High
School/Adult
Wolfert, Adrienne Making Tracks
Silver Moon Press
ISBN: 1893110168
c2000 92 pp
Historical Fiction
Fourteen-year-old Harry is growing up during the Great Depression. His mother is in a
sanitarium, critically ill with tuberculosis, and his father has gone to Chicago to find work as a
jazz musician. Harry is sent to a foster home in Connecticut, but when friction occurs between
Harry and another boy, he decides to stowaway on trains headed west to find his father.
Throughout his travels, Harry experiences first-hand the life of a vagrant as he is chased by
police and social workers. While the story is unremarkable and even somewhat predictable, it
nevertheless holds a wealth of information about the Depression, the trains of that era, and the
people who were forced to ride them illegally.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist GRADE LEVELS: 4-7
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Wolff, Virginia Euwer
Make Lemonade
H. Holt
ISBN:0805022287
c1993 200 pp
Realistic Fiction
Fourteen-year-old LaVaughn has made a firm decision that she will go to college one day, since
she realizes that education is her ticket out of the projects. To reach her goal, LaVaughn
convinces her mother that she must get a part-time job after school to begin saving tuition. As a
result, LaVaughn's life is inexorably changed; she takes a job babysitting Jeremy and Jilly, the
two young children of seventeen-year-old Jolly. Accepting her responsibility like an adult,
LaVaughn soon becomes committed to the children while she passionately devotes herself to
helping proud-minded Jolly find her way out of a life of squalor. Narrated through the voice of
LaVaughn in an open verse format, Wolf explores the underlying issues of poverty with
compassionate, nonjudgmental realism, and her expertly drawn characters become conduits for
the examination of abuse and illiteracy. The tenacity with which both Jolly and LaVaughn face
life is both inspirational and unforgettable, making this a story that can be enjoyed again and yet
agam.
REVIEW SOURCES: Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Senior High School Catalog;
Core Collection for Young Adults; Vandergrift 100; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books;
Hom Book; Booklist Starred Review; School Library J oumal; Publishers Weekly; Kirkus
Starred Review; ALA Notable Children's Book; Y ALSA 100 Best Books 1950-2000 GRADE
LEVELS: 7-12
Wolfson, Jill
What I Call Life
Henry Holt
ISBN:0805076697
c2005 272 pp
Realistic Fiction
Wolfson's larger-than-life characters seem to leap off the page in this story of eleven-year-old
Cal Lavender who is sent to a group home after her mother, Betty, suffers a mental break down
at the public library in full public view. Cal has been dealing with her mother's episodes for
years, during which time she has become quite proficient at keeping their lives running
smoothly, and therefore she is certain Betty will be coming for her almost any time to take her
home. As the hours tum into days and weeks, Cal is fortunate to be in the care of the wise and
compassionate Knitting Lady who uses storytelling as a medium for Cal and the other four girls
in the home to process the pain from their myriad problems. In time, the girls begin looking at
the world with a better understanding of human nature as they take to heart the tales (that may
have a ring of truth) of how unfortunate circumstances can ultimately be the foundation for some
rather amazing outcomes. Interwoven within the story Wolfson masterfully illuminates the often
less than adequate foster care system, along with the fear of abandonment children experience
when their family lives are fragmented by separation. Although the reader never learns the
nature of Betty's malady, this sincere story underscores the effect of mental illness and its impact
on family members.
REVIEW SOURCES: Children's Catalog; Middle and Junior High School Catalog; Booklist
Starred Review; School Library Journal; Kirkus; Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
GRADE LEVELS: 5-8
Yee, Paul
Dead Man's Gold and Other Stories
Groundwood Books ISBN:0888994753
c2002 112 pp
Historical Fiction
Comprised of ten original ghost stories, a popular Chinese narrative form, Yee has created a
tribute to 140 years of Chinese immigration to North America through these entertaining folk
tales. His characters are lured to this country for any number ofreasons--wealth, freedom, love,
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family conflict-yet wherever they go, they are reminded of home.
REVIEW SOURCES: School Library Journal; Booklist Starred Review; Hom Book; Middle and
Junior High School Catalog Archive GRADE LEVLES: 6-12/Adult
Zailckas, Koren
Smashed: A Story of a Drunken Girlhood
Viking
ISBN:0670033766
c2005 339 pp
Narrative Nonfiction
Zailckas' willingness to share the intimate details of her seduction by and eventual abuse of
alcohol is truly a gift that should be required reading in high school curricula. Beginning with
her first experience in middle school and ending with her decision to abandon alcohol use at the
age of twenty-three, Zailckas shares not only the grave consequences she suffered physically, but
also those that severely arrested her emotional development. Zailckas, a white middle class
Catholic, was not alone on her journey, as she was well loved and supported by her devoted
parents who were painfully aware that they ultimately lacked control of the outcome. Current
statistics regarding alcohol abuse in general and especially those that relate specifically to
women extensively support the seamless delivery of her story and verify the fact that
unfortunately, thousands of women share her experiences. Far from being judgmental, the tone
is honest and straightforward, allowing the reader to hear the sorrow and pain that has now been
abated by her decision no longer to allow alcohol to rule her life.
REVIEW SOURCES: Booklist; Publishers Weekly GRADE LEVELS: High School/Adult
Zempel, Solveig
In Their Own Words: Letters from Norwegian Immigrants
University of Minnesota Press ISBN:0816618593 c1991 225pp
Narrative Nonfiction
These personal letters to family and friends written by nine Norwegian immigrants provide
insight not only into the immigrant experience, but into the lives of Americans from the 1870s up
to World War II. While thousands of letters were obtained in preparation of this book, Zempel
had a desire to illuminate the stories of a select group in the effort to establish a sense of the flow
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