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David Archambault II (Lakota: Tokala Ohitika)  
 

Biography 

David Archambault II (Lakota: Tokala Ohitika) is former tribal Chairman of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 

in North Dakota. 

In 2016, Chairman Archambault emerged as a global leader for Indigenous Peoples’ rights as he led the 

opposition to the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline. He continues to be a voice for tribal 

sovereignty in championing protection of tribal treaty lands and natural resources. Archambault testified 

before the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva, led the Washington, D.C. “Native Nations 

Rise” march, and published editorials in The New York Times. Archambault was recently named a 

“Leading Global Thinker of 2016” by Foreign Policy Magazine, was given the “Native American 

Leadership Award” by the National Congress of American Indians, and received a “Doctorate of Law 

Honoris Causa” from the Vermont Law School. 

Archambault continues to speak regularly on his experiences with DAPL and as Tribal Chairman across 

the world on behalf of his tribe and on behalf of this land. In his address “Standing with Tribes – Past, 

Present & Future,” he discusses how the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s stand against the oil industry and 

United States government to block construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline just upstream of their 

lands quickly came to represent the long and arduous struggle of indigenous peoples everywhere to 

protect their sovereignty and ancestral heritage. In this address Archambault reflects on his Tribe’s rich 

history, and how honoring the past has powered efforts to preserve that heritage for future generations. 

He shares his experiences with the “Standing with Standing Rock” movement, the leadership decisions 

he’s had to make in the moment, and strategies he’s learned for successfully carrying the fight forward. 

And finally, he discusses next steps, not just for Standing Rock, but for all of Indian Country to stand 

together against injustice. 

In 2014, then Chairman Archambault hosted the historic visit of President Barack Obama and the First 

Lady Michelle to the Standing Rock Reservation. During that visit, he accompanied the President and 

First Lady in a meeting with Standing Rock youth, who spoke about the challenges they face growing up 

on the reservation and their aspirations for the future. In his past role as Chairman, Dave was appointed 

to the United States Sentencing Commission’s Tribal Issues Advisory Group, the Department of Justice’s 

Tribal Nations Leadership Council, and the United States Department of Labor, Native American 

Employment and Training Council. 

Archambault is the father of two and a husband of over 20 years. He attended Standing Rock Community 

College (now Sitting Bull College), Bismarck State College, and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 

Administration from North Dakota State University. He also earned a Master’s Degree in Management 

from the University of Mary. 
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Readings and Resources 

 

Selected Books: 

 

 
Coming Alive by Taylor Brorby 
ISBN: 1888160500 
Publication Date: 2017-01-31 

 

In Coming Alive Taylor Brorby overcomes his trepidations and embraces the most powerful action of all—

standing by his words. He commits to what he values most—family, home, the arts, the earth—and 

becomes a role-model for how we can all learn to take a stand. 

 

Selected Articles: 

 How to Stop a Black Snake 

Erdrich, L. (2016, December 11). How to Stop a Black Snake. New York Times, p. 4. 

 Taking a Stand at Standing Rock 

Archambault, D. (2016, August 24).Taking a Stand at Standing Rock. New York Times, p. A19. 

 Interview: Standing Rock Sioux Chairman Dave Archambault II On Army Corps Decision 

Standing Rock Sioux Chairman Dave Archambault II discusses news that the Army Corps of 
Engineers denied an easement for the Dakota Access Pipeline. Audio and full transcript. 

 For Native Americans, Land Is More Than Just the Ground Beneath Their Feet 

Mosteller, K. (2016, Sept. 17). For Native Americans, Land Is More Than Just the Ground 
Beneath Their Feet. Atlantic, 318(2) 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1888160500
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/10/opinion/sunday/how-to-stop-a-black-snake.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/25/opinion/taking-a-stand-at-standing-rock.html
https://www.npr.org/2016/12/04/504365465/standing-rock-sioux-chairman-dave-archambault-ii-on-army-corps-decision
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/09/for-native-americans-land-is-more-than-just-the-ground-beneath-their-feet/500462/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1888160500
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