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Creating Campus Connections

Highlighting Scholarship and Facilitating 

Connections



Presenters

University of  Northern Iowa

▪ Ellen Neuhaus, Digital Scholarship Librarian, Rod Library

▪ Maggie Heretakis, Preaward Specialist, Research & Sponsored 

Programs



Outline

UNI Impact: Faculty/Staff  Scholarly Publications and Featured Awards 
Newsletter

Collaborative project between Rod Library and Research & 
Sponsored Programs to create a new campus newsletter 

▪ Background

▪ Project

▪ Results & Future Directions



Background Information

▪ University of  Northern Iowa

▪ Digital Scholarship

▪ Research & Sponsored Programs



University of  Northern Iowa

▪ Comprehensive University

▪ One of  3 Iowa Regent Institutions, Cedar Falls, IA

▪ Fall 2021 – Student population about 9,231 & faculty about 626



Digital Scholarship @ UNI

▪ New library unit (July 2015) – 7 years old

▪ UNI ScholarWorks – Institutional repository that collects, preserves, and 

makes available the research and creative and scholarly output from UNI –

Faculty, staff, students, and university publications on a global platform.

▪ Links to the UNI Strategic Plan



UNI ScholarWorks

UNI ScholarWorks

▪ 3 million global downloads

▪ 1 million downloads per 
year

▪ 35,000 works posted

▪ Wide range of  content

Global Readership Map



Research & Sponsored Programs @ UNI

• Mission is to advance and support creative activity and scholarly research and provide relevant 
support.

• Assist with proposal preparation, submission, negotiation of  award, managing awards, closing out 
awards.

• Received approximately $29 million in grants and contracts & approximately 80 faculty and staff  
receive awards annually

• RSP is a member of  the Scholarly Communication Committee -

• An internal Library committee with two external partners (faculty & RSP)



Project



Idea

▪ National Conference “Scholarly Communication Assessment National 
Forum” via Zoom in May 2020. Organized by University of  Sacramento 
State University and San Jose State University through IMLS National Forum 
grant.

▪ Examples:

➢Newsletters (with Research Office)

➢ Receptions

➢ Exhibits





Project Timeline

▪ Timeline



Figuring Things Out

▪ Sample newsletter / University of  Washington Tacoma

▪ How can we extract the information – Sustainable?

o New Scopus harvest tool

▪ Reached out to Research & Sponsored Programs

▪ Scheduled meetings to develop the idea for UNI

▪ First issue distributed April 8, 2022



Summary of  Parameters

▪ Frequency – Looked for a digestible number of  records per issue

▪ Quarterly

o Volume 1, Number 1 (2022) - publication date March 10, 2022 (coverage Oct, Nov, & Dec 

2021)

o Volume 1, Number 2 (2022) - publication date May 12 (coverage Jan, Feb, & Mar 2022)

o Volume 1, Number 3 (2022) - publication date August 26 (coverage Apr, May & Jun 2022)

o Volume 1, Number 4 (2022) - publication date November 12 (coverage Jul, Aug, & Sep 

2022)



Summary of  Parameters (Cont.) 

▪ Image logo

▪ Title

▪ Scope – What to include

▪ Feedback Form



Feedback Form



Summary of  Parameters (Cont.)

▪ Sent by the Provost Office (via University Relations)

▪ Sent to:

• Institutional Officials,

• Non-Unit Faculty,

• Non-Tenure/Tenure Track Faculty,

• Tenure/Tenure Track Faculty,

• Academic Administrators,

• Professional & Scientific Staff



Summary of  Parameters (Cont.)

▪ Copyright
▪ ©2022 Rod Library and Research & Sponsored Programs, University of Northern Iowa

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License

▪ Want to have short email – Used mailchimp but then University Relations 

(UR) since Provost Office distributing newsletter – Library PR person 

worked with University Relations getting content of  newsletter/email to UR.



Email from Provost Office (via UR)



Archived in UNI ScholarWorks

• 310 Downloads (number retrieved on 5/9/2022)

• Create preprint so we can link out to the different sections in the email sent 

by the Provost Office

• Created in Word with running header – Volume 1, Number 1 (2022) and 

Sponsors (Rod Library and Research & Sponsored Programs)

• Inserted page numbers



Archived Newsletter



Archived Newsletter (Cont.)



Archived Newsletter (Cont.)



Results & Future Directions



Results

• First time a library sponsored newsletter distributed by the Provost Office

• Library Dean initiated a collaborative end-of-the-semester event to celebrate 

the new newsletter and campus faculty/staff  scholarship & awards

• Event co-sponsored by the Provost Office, Rod Library, and Research & 

Sponsored Programs.

• Held in room LIB 301 – ScholarSpace.



May 11th Celebration Event



Evolving Newsletter

• First issue not sent to campus administration, including deans and 

department heads

• Feedback form – Made changes to the form & several publications we 

missed were submitted via the form

• Added UNI Foundation as one of  the sponsors with 2nd issue



Benefits

▪ Raised awareness of  Library and Research & Sponsored Programs

▪ Filled information gap on campus

▪ Raised awareness of  open access on campus

▪ Created stronger working relationship between the Library and Research & 

Sponsored Programs

▪ Opened the door for further collaboration between the 2 campus units



Concluding Remarks

▪ Be Collaborative

▪ Be Creative

▪ Be Flexible



List of  Imaged Used

▪ Campus Map (Google Maps)

▪ Open Access Symbol (Wikimedia 
Commons)

▪ Global Readership Map (UNI 
ScholarWorks)

▪ Workstation (Research & Sponsored 
Programs)

▪ Newspaper (Wikimedia Commons)

▪ Light Bulb (Wikimedia Commons)

• Openness and Collaboration (CC 
Open Education Platform Activities 
Fund)

• Graduation Cap (Wikimedia 
Commons)

• Collaboration Logo (Wikimedia 
Commons)

• Flexible Bend (Wikimedia 
Commons)

• Theatre Curtains Closing 
(Wikimedia Commons)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Access_logo_PLoS_white.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:P_newspaper.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Light_Bulb_or_Idea_Flat_Icon_Vector.svg
https://creativecommons.org/2020/08/31/cc-open-education-platform-activities-fund-six-winners/openness-and-collaboration-by-paul-downey-cc-by-2-0-cropped/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Font_Awesome_5_solid_graduation-cap.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Excess_flexibility.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Excess_flexibility.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Guillotine-curtain.gif


Questions

▪ Ellen Neuhaus, Digital Scholarship Librarian, Rod Library

o Email: ellen.neuhaus@uni.edu

▪ Maggie Heretakis, Preaward Specialist, Research & Sponsored Programs

o Email: maggie.heretakis@uni.edu

▪ Newsletter archived in UNI ScholarWorks

o URL: scholarworks.uni.edu/pubawards_news/

mailto:Maggie.@uni.edu
mailto:Maggie.@uni.edu


Thank You
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