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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

Censorshipwdf the printed word has been a problem for as long as
there has been printed material. Since the school media specialist is
responsible for selecting reading material for use in public schools
throughout the nation his or her collection will be under continuous
scrutiny by otﬁers. Therefore, the media speclalist will want to be
aware of censorship and how it may affect the material placed in the
media center. Books as well as non-print material can be the target of
a censorship attack. Many medla specialists with years of experience
have had some problems with censofship. In preparation for a possiblé
incident the less-experienced medla specialist can benefit by knowing
something about censorship in the school: how widespread it is, who will
bring é ébmplaint,.éommon éharécteristics of £he censor, what>the céns;r
objected to in the material and whether incidents involving censorship
are increasing. This study wlll collect data from public school media

specialists in Towa to answer these questions.
Problem

Tn the past the news medla has reported a relatively small number of
censorship incidents involving a school. These have involved a parent,
a person in the community or a group who question one or more items in
the media center. The incidents which are reported generate much contro-
versy and recelve a great deal of publieity. More common, perhaps, is the

situation where a complaint is brought to the school about material -
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in the media center or in a cléssroomﬁ such a COmplaiﬁt is usually handl-
ed in such a way that fhe public does not become aware of the situation.

The goal of this study is to determine how widespread censorship is.

Hzgothesis

Research for this study covers the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975-
1976 school year. A comparison of the data collected from the two yeérs
will show that as the media centers become a more important and integral
part of the school curriculum, their visibility will cause material in the
centers to become more subject to question. There will therefore be an in-
crease in censorship in the schools in the 1975-1976 school year. Research
will also show that persons 1n the community who make complaints agalnst
material have common characteristies, such as religious background, educa-

tional level and membership in special interest groups.

Assumptions

The professional school media specialist has the responsibility for
ensuring that studehts in the schools have a wide range of books to read
as well as films, records, periodicals and any other aids which can stimu-
late thinking and introduce new ideas. The American Library Association
has formulated a "Library Bill of Rights* which upholds the right of
minors to have unrestricted use of libraries.1 Professional media spe-
cialists recognizeyfﬁat individuals have a right to express their views
on almoét all subjects. This also means that persons shall not be per-
mitted to impose théir beliefs upon others. As a public employee the media

speclalist cannot let his or her personal bellefs affect selection of

1American Library Associatlion. Intellectual Freedom Manual, comp.
by the Office for Intellectual Freedom (Chicago, 1974), part 4, p. 21.




materiél for the media center. The media speclalist mﬁst also avoid
selecting material to please special intérest groups in the community,
The professional educator must realize thét society is changing very
repidly and tecaqse of the constant input of new ideas there 1s certain -
to be'éoﬁe controvérsy about what is taught to the young people of our

nation and what is available to them to read and study.
Limitations

The validity of data collected during this study will be affected
By several‘fact;rs. The individuals selected to complete the question-
naires were selected at random from a 1list which contains only personnel
with a 34 _endorsement.2 There are several other endorsements held by
ATbrarians and media specialists in the state of Towa. These people will
not be represented in this study. The questionnaire used for gathering
data will not be pre-tested. The two years studied to indicate an in- .
crease in censorship will not ‘be suffiéient towindicateiafléng;ferm |
trend. Tn studying the cenmsor it will not always be pégéibleAfofvtﬁé
mediaVSpecialists questioned to describe the person or group who made
the complaint. He or she may not always know the age, income, religibn
or other information about the censor. The 1ist used for selecting in-
dividuals is not necessarily accurate nor up to date.v The accuracy of
the results obtained will also depend upon how completely and accurately

the questionnaires are completed by the respondents.

Definition of Terms

The following terms will be used in thls study:

2Iowa Department of Public Intruction, Computer Print-Qut 9£ the
List of School People with Media Assignments, 1975-76, (Des Moines, Jan-
uary, 1976).




Censorship: The removal of an ifen or Several'items; includingabooks,
filmstrips, tapes and any othér media frnm open circulation in a school
nedia center because they are consideréd objectionable. The item or
1teﬁs would then be placed in a restricted~ac¢ess status or removed from
the médianenter._ |
Censor: The censor is the person or persons who would attempt to have
material removed from the media center or placed in a restricted access
areé.
Tnternal censorship: Censorship which comes from a source within the
school structure, such as a student,‘,'a principal, a superintendent or a
school board member or the medié specialist is internal censorship.
External censorship: All sources of complaints which are not internal
are extefnal. These can come from a parent or parents of from a-special
interest group in the community.
Medla specialist: The media speciélist is the person who manages the
school media center and who has the proper credentials to be classified
as a librarian or media specialist by the state of Towa. Persons ques-
tionéd for this study will have the endorsement 34 which is defined by
the state of Towa as a "school librarian. The term "medla speclalist"
is used in this study4€414Za4;ﬁn4¢ﬁ7¢4/ - Nebnnt Aidororimsre,
School: A building br district served by a medla specialist.

Objections to materials are placed in one of the four categories.
which are:
Social: Objections to materials on social grounds can oecur when a per-
son i1s threatened by the fast changes in morals, family life and person-
al ¥alues of our society.

Minority: The fourth category consists of those who are concerned with the



portrayal of minorities‘in‘the media. Some minorities which could in-
itiate comrlaints against material in a media center include American-
Trdians, Blacks, women, handicapped persons, the elderly, Jews, Cath-

3.

olics, Ttalians and Mexlcan-Americans.

Significance

Censorship of printed material is not new. Restrictions on read-
ing matérial have been in existence since as early as the fifteenth cen-
tury ﬁhen methods of printing became advanced enough so that reading
material was abundant and large numbers of people had access to it,

The Constitution of the United States included a guarantee that Congress
could not make laws limiting iIndividual's rights to free speech. The
Comstock Act was passed in 1872. This act made it illegal to distribute
obscene literature through the mail. Federal, state and city governments
have enacted numerous local ordinances which were aimed at restricting
literary expression. While laws have been aimed at halting the spread

of threatening material, Paﬁl Blanshard stresses in his boo%>Igg Right
EQ Egég, that no laws have yet beeh passed which prevent individuals

from reading whatever they wish".u This is the freedom which the media

specialist must help protect;

3Kenneth L. Donelson, "A Few Safe Assumptions about Censorship
and the Censor”, Peabody Journal of Education, v. 3 (April, 1973),
PP . 23 9"2“‘0 .

uPaul Blanshard, The Right to Read: the Battle Against Censor-
ship. (Boston: Beacon Press, 1955), p. 34.




CHAPTER TWO

Review of Related Literature

Mrs. Elizabeth Whaley is a chalrperson of the English department

of a small public academy in New Hampshire. She encountered problemsu

when she placed Claude Brown's Manchild in the Promised Land on a list
of required readingsfor a course she planned to teach about Black 1it-
erature. A complaint was broughf to her by the mother of one of the
students in the class. The woman clailmed that as a "Christlian and a
mother, she felt that the book was dirty". ©She based her complaint

on the numerous four-letter words in the book which deal with mastur-
bation and describe the boy's experience in "graphlc ghetto terminology".
As the incident progressed the chairman of the school sided with the
parents rather than backing Mrs. Whaley. Tt became evident that his
principélAfear kaé”that other parents would hear of the episode and -
withdraw their children en masse from the school. He ordered Mrs.
Whaley to remove the book from the class. The headmaster had 1little
to say except to advise that all books iIn the school be reviewed for
*potentially damagling™ material. The trustees falled to back Mrs.
Whaley. /Requests for assistance from the New Hampshire Library Coun-
cil were of 1little help. Students from Mrs. Whaley's class read Man-

child "with compassion, tears, 1nsight, wonder and awe... for most

students it was only thelr first or second reading about life in a
black ghetto. Students like to find out about the larger world and they

cry out for such an opportunity". Some parents also read Manchild and

6



they supported Mrs. Whaléy's decision to ﬁse the book. From repo?ts
that reached her some time afier the affair was over Mrs. Whaley learn-
ed of some of those objecting to the book ",.. That it wasn't the four-
letter words which some people in the town objected to so much as it
was the idea that some teacher up there is teaching all year about nig-
gers: (in a nine-week, administration approved mini-course on Black 1it-
' erature)".5 |
Mrs. Whaley's experlence 1s perhaps typlcal of an encounter with
éenéOrship although she 1s an English teacher rather than a media spe-
cialist: The article does not mention the educational background of the
person who objected{to the book,, nor is any information given about
whether she bélonged to a particular religious sect or other special
interest group. Tt is interesting to note that in this case many of the
students agreed with the teacher's decision to use Manchild in her course.
Mr. Kenneth L. Donelson reports the results of a study he made
about censorship by descfibing seven "safe assumptions" about censor-
ship;é His first assumption is that any book or other teaching tool
is a potential candidate for being censored by '"someone, somewhere, and
sometime, and for soﬁe reason”. Some books which Donelson reports hav-

ing been attacked include Loyal Durand's World Geography which was attack-

ed by a patriotic group because it had "too 1ittle nationalism". f&fs
type of objection would be classified as a politiecal objection. A rel-

igious group accused Anne Frank's Diary of a Young Girl of being “ob-

5Elizabeth Gates Whaley, '"What Happens When You Put the Manchild
in the Promised Land?- An Experience with Censorship", English Journal,
May 1974, pp. 61-65.

6Donelson, op. cit., pp. 235-244.



scene and blasnhemous". “Jules Verne 8~Around the World in Eighty Daya_’
was criticized‘by someone becauee it was unfavorable to Mormons. This 7
type of - complaint could fall into elther the religious category or the o
»minority category. '

The book I m Glad I'm a Boy, I'm Glad I'm a Girl was removed from

gemeral circulatiOn in elementary school libraries in one community.

The director of media and materials for the district called the book

"a classical example of sexist 1iterature limiting asplrations"’ The.v?

'decision to remove the ‘book from generalraccess was made by a committee

inoludihg four memhers of the Parent—TeacherfStudehf Association,'two

teachers, one I1ibrarian and three senior high school'studenfs.7 Tﬁis

1s an example of a book beines cansored hecause it wes considered harm—i

Ful to a minority group. This is also an example of internal censorship.
The second assumption that Donelson makes is that an&thing_that‘is.

- new is more likely to eXperience problems than time-worn classles. "Cens ™ .

sors are less 1ikel y tao attzck a teaohwng method which puts studgntsvto
sleen or an idea which is no longer relevant cr = hook covered with a
fhick laver of dust, but even they are not completely e’e " One parent
complained because Love Story was being sold in a high school bookstore,
Non-print materials are coming under increasing criticism as more ofﬁ%%“Le—
‘appearﬂ in school media centers, Nineteen films were with&rawn from one
mediakcenter becduse they were "un-Christian and lead PGOple.to queetion“
'authoripy".’ This is an example of a complaint which would be consldered 7

religious or political.

~ 7Nat Henthoff, "Librarianship and the First Amendment after
Nixon", Wilson Library Bulletin, v. 48 (May, 1974), p. 747.°




Donelson fourth assumption’asserts that censorship can come from
within the school as well as from without. While Donélson obsErves |
that most often parents are . the cause of censorship incidents, his'
research indicates. that "teachers are often real threats to the free-
dom to read"'i The - information gathered from media Specialists in Iowa
,public schools indicates that media sPecialists are also a maJor source
of censorship in schools. . )
| Se;eral national'organizations have been active in trYiné toireéui
.‘late what children read. The National Organization for Decent Literaat
ture has brought pressure on news dealers to stop selling comics.,,The
organization contends that comics contribute to juvenile delinquency.

The Tnternational Conference of Police Associations has brought pressun

on media centers and libraries to remove William Steig s Sylvester and -

 the Magic ‘Pebble from*shelves.on the grounds that it'cOntains mater—

~ ial which is*degrading to policemen. Sendak s En the gh 5; hen has

z_been.défaced in numerous libraries. Organizations of Black pers0ns

have demanded that Helen Bannerman s Bittle Black Sambo be removed

from media centers and libraries. o

. Studies done by the President s Commission on Obscenity and Porno~
"graphy found that members of citizen action groups generally feel that
‘ there is widesPread support from the community for their position.
»They tend to think that others want restrictions placed on material for
~:young people.- The Commission states "It is important to the partici-
pants;to‘demonstratevbelief_in and support for an enduring set of bhasic
values in‘tﬁe‘face-of threatened change"‘\ The'éommissiOn also fotind
" that persons who desired restrictions on materials of‘an exPlicitly sex-t

ual nature were more likely to have "an orientation against freedom



'wlapolitical views differed from their, own. Members of bothegroups were

!10’
of expression generally". In additioh, females t&nd to be more reé7
trictive than males, older pe0p1e more restrictive than younger peopie, '
those with a grade scho6l education mbre restrictive than the high
schooi educated and people who attend church regularly tend to be more
restrictive than those who attend less often.,

The Commission studiad two ad ‘hoe, anti—pornography groups in 1970.

One was 1n the Miduest and the other was in the Southwest.~ The stady

found that oppos tion to these groups "was weak and.poorly organized
‘and tended to bevmotivated bw a civil libertarian viewpoint" Members
| 'of those groups opposing pornography were frequently from rural areas

‘ and they were also "older, more religiously active family oriented
e'politically conservative traditional and restrictive in their sexual
attitudes. They were also more likely to score higher on scales of o
u authoritarianism and dogmatism and to be intolerant of individuals whose

*

:‘mostly middle class and were relatively aetive poiitically‘and sociallyeg

: 8Gommission on Obscenlity and Fornography. The Report of : the

demiSSian‘g_ Obscenlity and Pornography. New York Bantam Books, 1970.




CHAPTER . THREE

Methodology

This study has covered the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975~
1976 school year and was limited to public school in Towa. A written
questionnalre sent to media specialiéts was the priricipal means of
 gathering 1nfoimation. The people were chosen randomly from a list of
persons with the Towa: endotsement‘jh. The 1ist wasipfovided_by the
state Déparfment of Public Instruction. The questionnaire was mailed -
to individuals on Juﬁe 14, 1976 and the respondents were asked to’return‘
“the completed questionnaires by June 25, 1976. A copy of the question-
naire begins on page 22 of the;@ppendix. A copy of the cover letter

sent. with the questionnaire 1s on page 21 of the ﬂppendix.;

11



.CHAPTER FOUR

Analysis gngata

Quéstioﬁnaifes were sent/to 120vindividua1s.' Of this number, 38
were retﬁrned in time to be included in this study. The response rate
‘amounted to 32 per cent. The low response rate was due in part toAthe
fact that some individuals who were sent a questionnnaire had already
left the school for summer vacation and did not recelve questionnaires.
One questionnaire was returned because the addressee was unknown. Be=
cause the lisf used for obtaining names and ;ddresses was not compietely
accuréte, other média.specialists perhaps did not receive the questlion-

_naire. 2member ‘/x;; sige of the sample is

: quiﬁe‘sm%ii and)therefore)it is difficult to determine any long-term
trends from-tﬁérinformation gathered. | |

Most of the individuals were most cooperative in completing the
questionnaire. Sevefal wrote lengthy deScriptions of incidents they
had had with éensorship and seemed to be happy to have a éhance to share
their views on censorship with someone. Several respondents expressed a
desire to find out the reiults of this study. Others: were interested
in finding out which item;~were involved in the incidents. For a com-
plete breakdown of responses presse- refer to page thirteen for the
"Table of Responses"”.

It would appear from the responses received that the gxeatest ma jor=~

ity of censorship comes from within the school. Of the 38 questionnaires

returned, 21 media speciélists reported at least one censorship incident

12



in their school for the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975-1976 school

year combined. This is a 55 pefébentage rate of incidents. Six inci-
dents were initiated by media specialists in the 1974-1975 school year.
This increased to fourteen in the 1975-1976 school year. This made for
a 133 per cent increase. |

The fblloﬁing table indicates the answers to questions five, seven
and nine on thé“questiohnaife. Group "A" includes the respondents who
were in the same position for the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975-
-1976 school year. Group "B" are those individuals who were in their
pOSitioné only for the 1975-1976 school year. Group "C" includes only
one indiviaual. This person was in the position for only the 1974-1975

school year. There was a total of 31 in Group "A", six in Group "B"

i .
ard one in Group "C".

Table 1

Responses to Questions Five, Seven and Nine from the
Questionnaire Used to Study the Incidence of Censor-
’ ship in Towa Public Schools

Group "A " Group "B " Group I'C "
yes no  yes no yes  noc
Question 5: Did you choose to censor
by removing or restricting an item(s)
from your»library/media center -
: _ .
a. During the 1974-1975 school year 6 25 N/A N/A 0 0
b. During the 1975-1976 school year 14 17 1 5 |n/A N/a
Total number of incidents 20 1 0

V/A indicates that the re5pondent was not in the same position for

that school year.




Table 1 (continued)

TR

ReSpéhses to Questions Five, Seven and Nine from the
Questionnaire Used to Study the Incidence of Censor-
ship in Towa Public Schools

- Question 7: Did anyone  within your school
system (besides yourself) request that you
censor by removing or restricting an item(s)
in the library/hedia center

a. During the 197&—19?5 school year
~ b. During the 1975-1976 school year
Total number of incidents
Question 9: Did any person or group within
. your community/school district request you
to censor by removing or restricting an -
items(s) in the 1ibrary/media center
" a. During the 197h -+975 school year
b. During “the 1975~ 1976 school year

Total number of incidents

broup "AY

Group "B"

»

vGroup’"C“

yes no yes no . yes' ' no
3 28 N/A N/A 0 0
boo27 1 5 N/A N/A
7 1 0

v 27 f/aow/e 0 0
Lo 27 2 4 |.Nfa N/A.
8 2 0

Mme medis crecialist

her school for hoth vears studiasd stated "T would say that any cen-
sorship in 217 1ibrary comes about through selection.

tend to select books and materials that T know would be acceptable

in our communitv".

Time magazine which contained plectures of new fashions for women

"because T was certaln that the rather provocative poses of the

medels would be stolen or varndalized".

that "I placed Tudy Blume's Forever on reserve in my office... T

who reported no Incidents of any kind in

That is, T °

Another media specialist removed an issue of

Another respondént states




felt that the book was too explicit" -
During the 1974 1975 school year three persons other than the
media snecialist within the schan were the originators of censorship
incidents. That number‘rose’to>five during the 1975-19767school year.
This made for a 60 peicent increase: Oneimedia specialist_purchased_ ‘
theepeperback beek'élgggéigg ggpg and g;ve'it to the prineipal to skim

before she placed it on the shelves. The book was never returned to-

the media speclalist. A superintendent at one school had Jaws end>Sum;d
232.92 :Eg iemoved from,tne‘media centef.' His actions were protested
by thev media specia‘li'st.‘ At the request of a parent one prindipal
removed Catch 22° from a media center.

Four persons or groups requested thatimaterial be censored in the
1974-1975 school year. This number grew to six for a 50 per cent in-
CreaSe in’1975-1976 :here were no organized groups which made a pro-

,test in elther of the years studied. In only one incident d1d more

'than on‘;indiyiduai request removal Or cansor of an item. This habnen-;
ead when several parents obgected to a book.~ Several ministers were in~
volved 1ﬂ-1ncidents.u One respondenx reported that two ministers ine s
.1ated separate ineidents-‘ One incident involved fhe paperback book
:The Sting amd the other involved the book Co Ask Alice.

| ’.There was very iittle information submitted about the people out-
Aside of ‘the school who madé‘compiaints. 4A11 fouf iggidgnts whicH;OCcunj
red in the 1974-1975 school year wene‘gagggts. In the 1975—1976isChool
yesr'fOUr inéidents were initiated by parents and two werefbrought about
through ministers. Too 1ittle information about the~pafents or the'min-zf*

isters was available to be able to draw any valid conclusions. Oné}‘

, parent heppened to be the mayores wife. This" mother obgected to sone
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amet,

ffour—letter words in the - book The History of Comix.m Theee'words el

were contained in only one chapter of the book. The me&ia specia1~';ln*
18t guessed ber age to be. around 35-&0 and stated that "she seems to
““be aocustomed to having hér own way". The mother is the distriet
manager of six‘Head Start areas. She has four children, in grades
four, six _seven and elght. Another parent'ebjéé%ea to ‘the same book
because of the language used in that same chapter. A citizen 'S request”
»form was submitted for the book Sunshine in the 19?5—1976 scheol year.

. This,parent was also a teacher. No other information is given about ;Tv
'the individual. A "concerned mother" about 35 years old obgected to
"the‘hookfgggg because she felt that the language uas bad for Junior, .
ihigh students. During the 1974-1975 school yearja‘tether‘requestedk
.thatvggxg 51951 be removed from the mediaAcenter; The mAh‘w;s'a plum—‘
’ber and wes described es'religious and actime in'hislchnrch; Hisbaée
’was approximately 45-50. The respondent statcd that the man's daugh-"

_ter was "short, fat and not very popular".A Several parents talked to -

the principal and scheol murse about The Cheerleader, saying that 1t -7

placed *£00 much emphasis on sex".

Both ministers involved in incidents were Bible Baptist ministers:
They were both about fortycyears old and white. One was listed in the"‘
Yellow Pages as being “independent and. fundaméntal" He‘wes'theifathe
‘er of several children, the oldest of whom wag twelve. {fhe& all at-
rl"tended a’ different school from the one against which the complaint wasc
made. A graphic summary of this iniormation is included on- pages 26, ‘
27 and 28. . ' |

One media speclalist reported that in 1971 some members of the
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\John Birch Society objected to Hemingway's A Fareuell to Arms whén 1t

was assigned as required reading in an. English class.‘ The group ob- .
» Jjected to the'profanity:in the book.‘ ngle the group was not.successf’
ful formally, the book hasinot,been used,simce then by the teacher. Tn
another year which was not covered by the period iﬁ this study; a-min-
“ister's wife obJected to The Group because she thought her daughter.
would be "too stimulated“ by it. 4 A N . ;

It was originally hoped that complaints against material could be
placed in the four categories listed: religious,”social; political and
minority. From the responses received the majority of objectlons were
for the treatment of the use of sex. This could be either‘a<éocial or .
a religious objection. " Assignment to one category or another was dif-
ficult because of limited information which was avallable.
| Itvhad_also been assumed that some of the new non-print material
- in the,medie‘centere wouldwhave comefundérvattack. No reporte were .-
made-ebOut‘anflobjectiohs to,nom—print material in the queetionnaires/’
' receimed; It can be assumed that'this 1s because few schoolsallow hon-'
print materlal to be tahen home or becadse”ohly "safe" items‘of a;non-
controvereial neture are choser.

Some»materiéls which have been questioned include Up From Eé!gr;
which'cohtaihs descriptions of sexual acts, profane language~and "not
‘enough emphasis on the rehabilitation of the subgect" Forever ﬁes
'objected to because it was "too ex@ﬂlcit“' A parent complained be-

cause of the language used in the book Foul. " Marriagg, the Family and

Personal Fulfillment was removed from a media center because "t showed

‘ipictures of the positions of sexual relations". The book was placed in

the home economics room to be used with courses on family living.
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A'media Specialist removed Farewell ﬂl liggtlz Tarnished Hero

from the media center because of "... quite explicit sex scenes of both -
a homosexual and heteroSexual nature... the redeeming qualities were

far outweighed by the sexual encounter description".» I Met a Penggin

was removed from am elenentarJ school media center because the media
Specialist the principel and a teacher agreed that the pictures of
small nude boys was in poor taste. \ | :

- Carrie was bought by 2 media sPeciaIist but not: put. on the shelves

because it was "too weird and gory... I could find better hooks in-

stead”. The History of Comix contains & chapter which two parents ob-

&

Jected to because of the 1anguage.'s

Some other titles which were - involved in incidents of censorship

include: Summer of '42, Jaws,. The ‘Group, Sunshine, ﬁ Case of Ra ES The:;

Front Runner, The Cheerleaders, .Beale St., Love: Storx, Slaughterhouse

!iﬁe,,ﬁétch 22, VaIIéy Fofg@, Then égainiMaybe I Woﬂ’t The Launching

,ortjb & AsR Alice and We can t

Summary

Censorship is an issue which will confront many sahool media spe-
cialists. Although the number of questionnaires 'sent out and the res-
ponse rate was 1ow for this study, the results show that a large num-
ber of- media sPecialists who did resPond have experiencad sone type of
censorship during the two years studied.. The majority of censorship
reported ocecurred in grades seven and above. ,Seven respondents Served
grades kindergarten through twelfth'grede.f OnIy three incidents were -

reported which involve elementary mediaicentere.
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Tt had originally been~expected that a comparisoﬁlof'the,tﬁo’school
years studied, 1974-1975 and 1975-19?6 would show an increase in cen-
sorship incidents in the schools.v An examination of responses to the,
questionnaires returned shows that the ‘only significant increase has
come from the media speclalists. Media sPecialists also do somevcen-d
soring in thelr selection process; ‘This statement made by one- respon-
dent reflects the policy followed by many~ | :

"I have discarded books in the past or decided not toi
-order books which have consistent use of foul language or are

too heavily into the drug scene. -Please don't misinterpret

this. We don't censor books because there is swearing or .

vulgar language-- unless the language is too frequent and in-

appropriate. We do have books for students that deal with

drugs and sex-- with a sensitive, intelligent treatment we -

hope! "

~ Research was also expected to show that persons in the community~‘(
who made complaints against material mould have common'characteristics;b
such as religlous background educational 1evel and membership in spe- ‘
cial interest grOups. The few Cases of censorship initiated by perSOns’
or groups in the community are too few to draw any conclusions. ;The”
magority of objections to material were for similar reasons: either
that the language was offensive or the 1tem contained”toosmuchksernal
explicitness. | -

A review of the literaturefon censorship‘invthe SChool media cén;;‘
ters indiCates that there have been few attempts to gather inforMa— |
tion or to study characteristics of the censors. There 1s also little»
researCh‘available on whether or not a child is actually harmed by sees
ing a movie which is very violent or reading a book which is sexually
exPlicit. The President‘s Commission on ObSCenity and Pornography
showed that there was little Jjustification for the belief that expo-

sure torpornographic materials leads to the commission of immoral actSTl
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i h&lédulfé. There is litfle information on the affects of’. pornographic

literature on children. '
‘Conclusion”

Censorship is presont‘ihrméuy Towa schools. Tt appearsvfme com-
ments made by respondeuts to this surVey that média‘specialiéfs oftén
tend to act as censors: through the selection process. As a public em-

| ployee the media specialist must be careful to avold censoring what
students read. It Can be difficult to selectfmedia now when'so manyv
topics are being written about which are highly controversial. Cén-
sorship can also come from many sources~ no person Or group can be sin-u
gled out as a primary source of complaints ‘about material. These com-’
plaints’can come from sources within the school or fromfparento¢of

other individuals or groups outside of the school;. These findings re-
:esent only a- small number of _media. specialists and perhaps a larger

sampliﬁguof individuals would result in more definite trends., N
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SAMPLE COVER LETTER

June 14, 1976
FR 1
Emerson, Towa 51533

Dear Mr. Doe,

T am doing graduate work at the Department of Library Science
at the University of Northern Jowa and as part of my research paper
T wish to determineé. whether cases of censorship in Towa schools
are increasing and how widespread the censorship is. I would also
1ike to find out about the people who attempt to censor.

You have been chosen by random selec¢tion’to participate’in this
survey. T would appreciate your taking the time to complete the
enclosed questionnzire and" returning it 4n the enclosed envelope by
June 25, 1976. : : , -

A1l renlies will be kept confidential. Thank you for your
cooperation and help in this study.

S4pcerely, , ., ,’,,
Janeﬂ'lbbets

| /énet Tibbets"



SAMPLE QUESTTONNAIRE

1. What is the approximate enrollment of your school?

2. What is the approximate population of your school district or community?

3. How long have you been in your present position?

L, what grades does your library/media center serve?

The following definitions will be used for the remainder of this question-
naire: '

Censorship: When-an "ttem or'items (books “films, “fllmstrips, records, ete.)
are removed from a library/media center or placed in a restricted access
area because it was felt that jt/they contain material inappropriate for the
intended users. This decision may be made by the librarian/media special—
ist or someone else. :

Person within the school system: Librarian/media specialist, teacher,
principal, superintendent or the school board or a member -of- the school
board, etc. : '

Person/group within the eomnunity or School’distriet:EAnybedy~iﬁ the com-
munity or school district not within the school system.

Please answer the followihg questions as completely as possible; If
‘you were not in the same position for the 1974-1975 school year answer only "
for the 1975-1976 school year. :

5. Did you choose to censor by removing or restricting an’item(s) from
your 11brary/media center:

~a. During the 1974-1975 school year?

b. During the 1975-1976 school year?

6. If the answer to 5a or 5b is yes, please explain your action and the
reason for your action. TInclude title(s) of the item and the reason
you chose to censor it. TIf more space is needed please use.the re-
verse slde of thils paper. -




7. Did anyone within your school system (besides yourself) request ‘that you R
censor by removing or restricting an 1tem(s) in the library/hedia cen~ -
ter:

a. During the 197&-‘1975 ‘school year?

b. During the 1975-1976 school year?

8. Tf the answer to 7a or 7b is yes, please give the position of the person(s). .
who made the request. Include the title(s) and describe the objections.
If more space is needed please use the reverse side of this paper.

9.-Did any person or group within your community/cchool district request
that you censor by removing or restricting an item(s) in the library/-
media center:

a. During the 1974-1975 school year?

b. During the 1975-1976 school year?

10. If the answer to 9a or 9b is yes, please describe the person or group's
objection to the item(s) and how the request was handled. Please in-
clude title(s) of material. If more space is needed please use the
reverse side of this paper.
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11. Please provide any information you can about the person(s) or group from
question 10 (f6r example, approximate age, occupation, membership in a
speclal interest group, religion, etc.).

12 If a group(s) made the request for censoring please describe the group
(name philosophy, size etc.).

13. Tf you have any comments please include those.
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Plgure 1

Comparison of censorship cases initiated by media specialists for the
school year 1974-1975 and the school year 1975-1976.
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Six incidents occurred during the 1974-1975 school year. This increas-
ed to fourteen in 1975-1976.



Figure 2

Comparison of censorship cases ¥nitiated by a person or persons within
the school system besides the media specialist for the school year 1974-1975

and thf5§g§ool year 1975*1976.
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Three incidents occurred during the 1974-1975 school .
increased to five in 1975-1976. ’ yoar. That number



Compariso
community or school district for the school
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Pigure 3

n of censorship cases initlated by a person or group in the

year 1974-1975 and 1975-1976.

2e

incidents

School year

1974-1975

School year
1975-1976

Four incidents occurred during the 1974-1 school
increased to six in 1975-1976, 975 ool year. That number
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