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CHAP'I'lsR ONE 

Introduction 

Censorship of the printed word has been a problem for as long as 

there has been printed material. Since the school media specialist is 

responsible for selecting reading material for use in public schools 

throughout the nation his or her collection will be under continuous 

scrutiny by others. Therefore, the media specialist will want to be 

aware of censorship and how it may affect the material placed in the 

media center. Books as well as non-print material can be the target of 

a censorship attack. Many media specialists with years of experience 

have had some problems with censof3hip. In preparation for a possible 

incident the less-experienced media specialist can benefit by knowing 

something about censorship in the school: how widespread it is, who will 

bring a complaint, common characteristics of the censor, what the censor 

objected to in the material and whether incidents involving censorship 

are increasine. This study will collect data from public school media 

specialists in Iowa to answer these questions. 

Problem 

Tn the past the news media has reported a relatively small number of 

censorship incidents involving a school. These have involved a pa.rent, 

a person in the community or a group who question one or more items in 

the media center. The incidents which are reported generate much contro

versy and receive a great deal of publicity. More common, perhaps, 1s the 

situation where a complaint is brought to the school about material 

1 



fn the media center or in a classroom; such a complaint is usually handl

ed in such a way that the public does not become aware of the situation. 

The goal of this study is to determine how widespread censorship is. 

Hypothesis 

2 

Research for this study covers the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975-

1976 school year. A comparison of the data collected from the two years 

will show that as the media centers become a more important and integral 

part of the school curriculum, their visibility will cause material in the 

centers to become more subject to question. There will therefore be an in

crease in censorship in the schools in the 1975-1976 school year. Research 

will also show that persons in the community who make complaints against 

material have common character1stics, such as religious background, educa

tional level and membership in special interest groups. 

Assumptions 

The professional school media specialist has the responsibility for 

ensuring that students in the schools have a wide range of books to read 

as well as films, records, periodicals and any other aids which can stimu

late thinking and introduce new ideas. The American Library Association 

has formulated a "Library Bill of Rights" which upholds the right of 

minors to have unrestricted use of libraries.1 Professional media spe

cialists recognize that individuals have a right to express their views 

on almost all subjects. This also means that persons shall not be per

mitted to impose their beliefs upon others. As a public employee the media 

specialist cannot let his or her personal beliefs affect selection of 

1American Library Association. Intellectual Freedom Manual, comp. 
by the Office for Intellectual Freedom (Chicago, 1974), part 4, p. 21. 



material for the media center. The media specialist must also avoid 

selecting material to please special interest groups in the community. 

The professional educator must realize that society is changing very 

rapidly and because of the constant input of new ideas there is certain 

to be some controversy about what is taught to the young people of our 

nation and what is available to them to read and study. 

Limitations 

The validity of data collected during this study will be affected 

by several factors. The individuals selected to complete the question

naires were selected at random from a list which contains only personnel 
2 

with a 34 endorsement. There are several other endorsements held by 

--l1brarians and media specialists in the state of Iowa. These people will 

not be represented in this study. The questionnaire used for gathering 

data will not be pre-tested. The two years studied to indicate an in

crease in censorship will not :re sufficient to indicate a long-term 

trend. In studying the censor it will not always be possible for the 

media specialists questioned to describe the person or group who made 

the complaint. He or she may not always know the age, income, religion 

or other information about the censor. The list used for selecting in-

__dividuals is not necessarily accurate nor up to date. The accuracy of 

the results obtained will also depend upon how completely and accurately 

the questionnaires are completed by the respondents. 

Definition of Terms 

The following terms will be used in this study: 

2rowa Department of Public Intruction, Computer Print-Out of the 
List of School People with Media Assignments, 1975-?6, - (Des Moines,Jan-
uary,1976). --- --·-

3 



Censorship: The removal of an item or several items, including books, 

filmstrips, tapes and any other media from open circulation in a school 

media center because they are considered objectionable. The i tern or 

items would then be placed in a restricted-access status or removed from 

the media center. 

Censor: The censor is the person or persons who would attempt to have 

material removed from the media center or placed in a restricted access 

area. 

Internal censorship: Censorship which comes from a source within the 

school structure, such as a student, a principal, a superintendent or a 

school board member or the media specialist is internal censorship. 

External censorship: All sources of complaints which are not internal 

are external. These can come from a parent or parents or from a~specii.1 

interest group in the community~ 

Media specialist: The media specialist is the person who manages the 

school media center and who has the proper credentials to be classified 

as a 11-brarian or media specialist by the state of Iowa. Persons ques

tioned for this study will have the endorsement 34 which is defined by 

the state of Iowa as a "school librarian". The term "media specialist" 

3.s 11sed in this studydf'~a,,~ r ~ ~
School: A building or district served by a media specialist. 

Objections to materials are placed in one of the four categories. 

which are: 

Social: Objections to materials on social grounds can occur when a per

son is threatened by the fast changes in morals, family life and person

al values of our society. 

Minority: The fourth category consists of those who are concerned with the 



portrayal of minorities in the media. Some minorities which could in

itiate co~r1,:dnts agai. nst material in a media center include American

Tndians, Blacks, women, handicapped persons, the elderly, Jews, Cath

olics, Italians and Mexican-America.ns.J • 

Significance 

Censorship of printed material is not new. Restrictions on read~ 

ing material have been in existence since as early as the fifteenth cen

tury when methods of printing became advanced enough so that reading 

material was abundant and large numbers of people had access to it. 

The Constitution of the United States included a guarantee that Congress 

could not make laws limiting individual's rights to free speech. The 

Comstock Act was passed in 1872. This act made it illegal to distribute 

obscene literature through the mail. Federal, state and city governments 

have eriactoo. numerous local ordinances which were aimed at rest:ri:cting,

litera:ty expression. While laws have been aimed at halting the spread 

of threatening material, Paul Blanshard stresses in his booI:,The Right 

to Read, that no laws have yet been passed which prevent individuals 

4 from reading whatever they wish". This is the freedom which the media 

specialist must help protect, 

3Kenneth L, Donelson, "A Few Safe Assumptions about Censorship 
and the Censor", Peabody Journal of . Education, v. 3 (April, 1973), 
PP• 239-240. 

4 Paul Blanshard, The Right to Read: the Battle Against Censor-
ship, (Boston: Beacon Press, 1955)-, P• 34, 

5 



CHAPTER TWO 

Review of Related Literature 

Mrs. Elizabeth Whaley is a chairperson of the English department 

of a small public academy in New Hampshire. She encountered problems 

when she placed Claude Brown's Manchild in the Promised Land on a list 

of required readingsfor a course she planned to teach about Black lit

erature. A complaint was brought to her by the mother of one of the 

students in the class. The woman claimed that as a "Christian and a 

mother• she felt that the book was dirty". She based her complaint 

on the numerous four-letter words in the book which dea}fwith mastur

bation and describe the boy's experience in "graphic ghetto terminology". 

As the incident progressed the chairman of the school sided with the 

parents rather than backing Mrs. Whaley. It became evident that his 

principal fear was that other parents would hear of the episode and 

wtthdraw their children en masse from the school. He ordered Mrs. 

Whaley to remove the book from the class. The headmaster had little 

to say except to advise that all books in the school be revtewed for 

"potentially damaging"· material. The trustees failed to back Mrs. 
<Ji> 

Whaley. Requests for assistance from the New Hampshire Ltbrary Coun-

cil were of little help. Students from Mrs. Whaley's class read Man

child "with compassion. tears, insight, wonder and awe •.• for most 

students it was only their first or second reading about life in a 

black ghetto. Students like to find out about the larger world and they 

cry out for such an opportunity". Some parents also read Manchild and 

6 



they supported Mrs. Whaley's decision to use the book. From reports 

that reached her some time after the affair was over Mrs. Whaley learn

ed of some of those objecting to the book"••• That it wasn't the four

letter words which some people in the town objected to so much as it 

was the idea that some teacher up there is teaching all year about nig

gers: (in a nine-week, administration approved mini-course on Black lit

erature)". 5 

7 

Mrs. Whaley's experience is perhaps typical of an encounter with 

censorship although she is an English teacher rather than a media spe

cialist. The article does not mention the educational background of the 

person who objected to the book~>nor is any information given about 

whether she 'l:i€longed to a particular religious sect or other special 

interest group, 1t is interesting to note that- in this case many of the 

students agreed with the teacher's decision to use Manchild in her course. 

Mr, Kenneth L. Donelson reports the results of a study he made 

about censorship by describing seven "safe assumptions" about censor-
.6 

ship. His first assumption is that any book or other teaching tool 

is a potential candidate for being censored by "someone, somewhere, and 

sometime, and for some reason". Some books which Donelson reports ha v

ing been attacked include Loyal Durand's World Geography which was attack-

ed by a patriotic group because it had "too little nationalism". ~is 

type of objection would be classified as a political objection. A rel

igious group accused Anne Frank's Diary of ~ Young Girl of being •"ob-

~lizabeth Gates Whaley, "What Happens When You Put the Manchild 
in the Promised Land?- An Experience with Censorship", English Journal, 
May 1974, pp, 61-65. 

6 Donelson, op. cit., pp. 235-244. 



scene and blasphemous". Juies Verne 'a.Around the ~- 1n Eighty :Qays 

was criticized by someone because i.t was unfavorable to Mormons. This 

type of·Oomtlairit could fall into either the religious category cir the 

minority category. 

The book I'm Glad I'm~ Boy, I'm Glad I'm~ Girl was removed from 

general ·circulation in elementary school libraries in one community. 

The director· of media and materials for the district called the book 

"a classical example of sexist literature limiting aspirations". The 

decision to remove the book from general access was made by-a committee 

including four members of the Parent-Teacher-Student Association, two 

teachers, one librarian and three senior high school students. 7 Thi::; 

it an example of a book 7:-Pi co,:,' c.snsor<?d because it W2.S consir:ie:red D'-1,1'.1'/l-

-"'uJ to "' rr,inority f::!'OUp. This :is also c1n 8X'1:nple of internal censorship. 

The S8con~ "'.ssumpt.:l.on tha.t Donelson makes is that anything that is 

8 

. new is more likely to experience problems than time-worn classics. ''Cen:.. ., 

\ 

sors ;G'8 less likely to att-::ck a teach~ ne method which puts stude,,t;s to 

s1ee'D.or 2.'1 5rlea ,,h1ch is no loneer re1eve>.nt or ?. book covered with a 

thick layer o-f' dust, but even they are not complelel;r safe." One parent 

complained because Lov~ Story was being sold in a·high school bookstore. 

Non-print materials are coming under increasing criticism as more or'¥~ 
appear~ in school media centers. Nineteen films were withdrawn from one 

media center because they were "un-Christian and lead people to question 

authortty". 'Ibis is an example of a Complaint whiCh Would be considered 

religious or political. 

7Nat Henthoff, "Librarianship and the First Amendment after 
Nixon"; Wilson Library Bulletin, v. 48 .(May, 1974), P• 7°47. 



Donelson' -fourth assumpti9n asserts ·that. censor:5hip can come f;oom;, 
a • • -, - ' 

that most often parents are the cause Of, cens6l'lship incidents, his 

research indicates that "teachers are often real thr.eats to the free-

dom to read". The information gathered from med;a specialists in I6:wa 

.public schools indicates that media.specialists are also a major source

of censorship in schools, 

Several national organizations have beeri active in trying t.o regu-

late what 6hiid.reJI read. The National Organization for Decent Litera~ 
' , 

ture ha~, 'brought pressure on news dealers to stop selling oom1~s. The 

organization contends that comics contribute to juvenile delinquency. 

The International Conference of Police Associations has brought pressµr

on media ce'nters and lil5raries to remove William Steig's Sylvester and 

the Magic Pebble frbm·shelves on the grounds that tt contains mater-

- J.ai ~h~,~•i&rdeg±-ading to policemen. Sendak_•~~-12! the Nigpt· Ig:tchrm, nas 
. . ' -: . ' '-:"~.:i. ,: ; ' : • • • . " .• 

been d~f~ded in numerous 11 braries. . Orgartiza,..:1.ons:. ¢,l Bla6k,~ parsons ' • 
. - .,- . . . . ., -. ., '· , .... 

haw· demarded.: that Helen Bannerman's Little Black Sambo be removed 

from media centers and libraries. 

Studies done by the President•s·comm~ssion on Obscenity and Porno

graphy .found that m'embers of citizen: action groups generally feel that 

thera .. is widespread support frorii the communit,Y for their position. 

· They tend to think that others want restrictions placed, on material for

youhg -people. The Commission states "It is important to the partici

pants 'to demonstrate belief in and support for an enduring set of basic

values :!rt the face of threatened change". The Commission also. found 

that persons who desired restrictions on materials of_an explicitly sex:.. 

ual nature were more likely to have "an orientation against :freedom 

: 

· 



or expression generally••.. fn addit1ofl. fe~~ies • dihd to ,1;)¢ more. :r~b, 

tricti ve than males, older people mot-e ~stricti ve than yciunger people, 
. :,,-·- . 

those with a grad~ school 'education 'nib:te re~trictive:'thart 'the high 

school educated a_nd :peop1e who·a.ttend 'church regularly _tend to be:more 

restrictive than.those -wt,io attend less often. 

The Commission' _studJe1 two ad hoc. anti~por110graphy groups in. 1'970• 
--;:,,•.-~" 

- • 

found th~t op~itton\,o these groups "was weak and poorly o~ga~ized 

and terided to be mofi1 va:tkd by a cl v,-t libertarian viewpoint n, Members 

of' those ·groups opposing pornography were frequently from rural a:reas 

-·and they were also "older, more religiously active, family oriented, 

politically conservatj,.va, traditiona_l and restrictive in their sexual 

attitud~s. 
. . . . 
'Ibey were also more likely to score higher on scales.of 

. . 
a4thoritarianism and dogmatism and to be intolerant of individuals whose 

, , -,po11 tlcal views differed from thel:t, ?1m. 

mostly middle class and 

8 ,. . Commission on Obscenity and_ Pornography. ~ Report !?[_: ~ 
•· 9'6nissiGn ..w,~Obscenity and Pornography. New York: Bantam Books, 1970. 

10 



CHAPTER THREE 

Methodology 

This study has covered the 19?4-1975 school year and the 1975-

1976 school year and was limited to public school in Iowa. A written 

questionnaire sent to media specialists was the principal means of 

gatheri_ng information. The people were chosen randomly from a list of 

persons with the Iowa: endorsement J4. The list was provided by ~ne 

state Department of Public Instruction. The questionnaire was mailed 

to individuals on June 14, 1976 and the respondents were asked to return 

the completed questionnaires by June 25, 1976. A copy of the question

naire begins on page 22 of the ;1ppendix. A copy of the cover letter 

sent w1 th the questionnaire is on page 21 9f the ,#:ppendix i 

11 
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· CHAPTER FOUR 

Analysis of Data. 

Questionnaires were sent to 120 individuals. Of this number, 38 

were returned in time to be included in this study. The response rate 

amounted to 32 per cent. The low response rate was due in part to the 

fact that some individuals who were sent a questionnnaire had already 

left the school for summer vacation and did not receive questionnaires. 

One questionnaire was returned because the addressee was unknown. Be• 

cause the list used for obtaining names and addresses was not completely 

accurate, other media specialists perhaps did not receive the question

naire. :H should alS"0-8Q.. :remembered that~ size of the sample is 

quite small and;thereforeJit is difficult to determine any long-term 

trends from the information gathered. 

Most of the individuals were most cooperative in completing the 

questionnaire. Several wrote lengthy descriptions of incidents they 

had had w:Hh censorship and seemed to be happy to have a chance to share 

their views Ort censorship with someone. Several respondents expressed a 

desire to find out the results of this study. Others were interested 
~.7 .. 

in finding out which items were involved in the incidents. For a com-

plete breakdown of responses-:-p3..eaoe refer to page thirteen for the 

"Table of Responses". 

It would appear from the responses received that the great9~~ major

ity of censorship comes from within the school. Of the 38 questionnaires 

returned, 21 media specialists reported at least one censorship incident 

12 



in their school for the 1974-19?5 school year and the 1975-1976 school 

yea.r combined. This is a _55 pe1(centage rate of incidents. Six incl-
.._" 

dents were initiated by media specialists in the 1974-1975 school year. 

increased to fourteen in the 1975-1976 school year. This made for 

a 133 per cent increase. 

The following table indicates the answers to questions five, seven 

and nine • on the· questionnaire. Group "A'" includes the respondents who 

were in the same position for the 1974-1975 school year and the 1975-

1976 school year. Group "B" are those individuals who were in their 

positions only for the 1975-1976 school year. Group "C" includes only 

one individual. This person was in the position for only the 1974-1975 

school year. There was a total of 31 in Group "A", six in Group "B" 

and one in Group "C". 

Table 1 

Responses to Questions Five, Seven and Nine from the 
Questionnaire Used to Study the Incidence of Censor

ship in Iowa Public Schools 

13 

Group "A" 
yes no 

Group "B" Group "C" 

Question 5: Did you choose to censor 
by removing or restricting an item(s) 
from your library/media center 

a. During the tG74-1975 school year 

b. During the 1975-1976 school year 

Total number of incidents 

6 25 

14 17 

20 

yes no yes no 

N/i': N/A 0 0 

1 5 N/A N/A 

1 0 

~ 
N/A indicates that the respondent was not in the same position for 

that· school year. 



Table 1 (continued) 

Responses to Questions Five, Seven and Nine from the 
Questionnaire Used to Study the Incidence of Censor

ship in Iowa Public Schools 

.Question 7: Did anyone'within your school 
system (besides yourself) request that you 
censor by removing or restricting an item(s) 
in the library/media center 

a. During the 1974-1975 school year 

b. During the 1975-19?6 school year 

Total number of incidents 

• Question 9: Did any person or group within 
: J6ur coinmuni ty /school dlstrict request you 
to censor by removing or restricting an· 
items ( s) in the 1i brary /media center 

a. Du:ting the 1974-1975 school year 

b.~ During ··the 1975-1'976 school year 

Total number of incidents 

I 

Group .,A'' 
yes no 

3 28 

4 27 

7 

4 27 

4 27 

8 

Group "B" 
yes no 

N/A N/A 

1 5 

1 

>r/A N/A 

2 4 

') ,_ 

heT sch:::ioJ f'or roth years studi2:'l ,,+a+.ed "T would say tl-13,t any cen

sorship ~n 011
"' 1:i1',_.2.,..y comes about, through selection, That is, I 

tend to select books an..d materials that T know would be acceptable 

in our commun1ty". An..other l'r.edia specialist removed an issue of 

Time magazine which contained pictures of new fashions for women 

"because T was certain th2_t the rather provocative poses of the 

models would be stolen or va,:dalized". Another respondent states 

that "I nlaced Tpry Blu'n8 's F'or>?vs:,:- on reserve j n rn~r c!'fice •.. T 

14 

Group "Ct• 
yes no 

0 0 

N/A N/A 

0 

0 0 

N/A N/A_ 

0 



'felt that the book was too explicit"'• 

During the 1974-1975 school.year thre~ persons other than the 

media s-pecialist within the.school were the originators of censorship 

.incidents.· That number rose to five during the 1975~1976 school year. 

This made for a 60 pe:tctent increase. One media specialist. purchased . 

the paperback book -~ Case !?f Ra~ and gave it to the principal to skim 

before she placed it on the.shelves. The book was never returned to 

the media specialist, A superintendent at one school had Jaws and Sum-

mer of •42 removed fror.i the media center. His actions were protested 

by the media specialist. At the request of a parent one principal 

removed Catch 22 from a media center. 

Four persons or groups requested that material be censored in the 

1974-1975 school year. This number grew to six for a 50 per cent in

crease in 1975-19?6.. There were no organized groups which made a pro

.t'est. in. either., of t~l)e years studied. In only one incident did more 
...';. 4f . ', :. i ·~ •.•. ' •• '.,.: "i -.~ •• , 

 \hitn'.·o~e'.·i'nd1yidua1 r~quest removal· br censor of an item. This happen-

,,ad.when several parerrt:s objected to a book. Several ministers were in

~6l;ed1 in, i~~idents.'·~·· One resp0,nden.t re~rted, that ·two ministers int-
, __ _ 

• iated separate· inc1d.ents·. •• One inc.ident involved the ~:perba.ck book 

The·Sting arid the other involved the bo<>k:Co Ask Alice. 
·- ,· -.-----

There was very little information submitted about the people out-

side of the school who made complaints. All four 1!!£.lfl-ents which oc  

red in the 1974-1975 school year were ~s. In the 197.5-1976 school 

year four incidents were initiated by parents and two were brought about 

through ministers, Too little information about the parents or the min-· 

isters was available to be able to draw any valid conclusions. One. 

parent heppened to be the mayor's wife. This mother objected to some 



t·our-letter words in the book The Hl~f:t>n'. gi Co~i;x. "_ni~e ~~s 
 were· contained in oniy one.chapter of the ·.book·. :: Tfle:·"medli spe«iiai"" 

1st guesSed her age to ',be.a.t-otind.,35-40 arrl stated that"·..-she se·ems· t'.o 

be accustomed to hafirig· he-r own way". The· moth~r is : the disftfo':f •• 
. . 

manager of six Head Start areas. She has :four children,. Tn: grades, 

four, six, seven and•eight. Another parent t,b~~o.to_the same.book 

because of·the language.used in that same chapter.· A citizen's request 

form was submitted. for the book Sunabine in the 197.5-1~6 sctfool y~ar. 

This -parent was also a teacher. No_bther information i~gfven about 

• the individual. A "concerned mother" about 35 years oid objected to 

the book ·Jaws because she felt that the langUage w~s bad for junior 

high students. During the 1974-1975 school year a father requested_ 

.tha.t Love Story be removed from the media center. The man was a plum

ber and was described as religious and active in his church, His age 

was approximately ?1,5-50. ,The respondent stated that \}le 1iran's daugh-' 

ter #as "short, fat and riot very ·popular". Several, p~ents ta'lked~tc/ :. 

the principal and school .nurse about The Cheerleader, say'tng that it 

placed ... too much emphasis on sex". 

Both ministers involved in incidents were Bible Baptist.ministers, 

They were both about forty years old and white. One was listed in the 

Yellow Pages as being "independent and fundAm.ihtal 0. He was the fath

~r''of several children, the 'oldest of .whom was twelve. • They all at

tended a'different scfiool from the one against which the complaint was 

made. A graphic summary ·or this inforination is· included on pages 26, 

27 and 28. 

One media specialist reported that'in 1971 some members of the 
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John Birch Society objected to Hemingway•·s A Farewell to Abs. wh~n H 
' ---------,---

was assigned as requir~d reading in an.English class_. The group ob- , 

jected to the p:rofanity in the book. Wqile the group was not success

ful formally, the 1::>ook has not been used since then by the teacher. In 

another year which was not covered by the pertod in this study, a min

ister's wife objected to~ Group because she thought her daughter 

would be "too stimulatedt1 by it. 

It was originally hoped that complaints against material could be 

placed in the four cat~gories listeds religious, social, political and 

minority. From the responses received the majority of objections were 

for the treatment o:f the use of sex. This could be either a social or 

a religious objection. Assignment to one category or another was dif

ficult because of limited information which was available. 

It had also been assumed that some of the new non-print material 

•• in the media centers. wo:uld:have come ·under attack. No reports wera: 

made abou,t any· objections to non-print material in the qut=,stionnaires. 

received. It can be assumed that this is because few school.sallow non

print material to be taken home or because only "safe" items of a-non

controversial nature are chosert. 

Some !'laterials which have been questioned include Q£ From~, 

which contains descriptions of sexual acts, profane language and "not 

enough emphasis on the .rehabilitation of the subject". Forever was 

objected to because it was "too ,ex_pl;i'Cii.:,"''.. A paren:t COJ!lplained be

cause of the language used in the book Foul .• Marria&:, the Family~ 

Personal Fulfillment was removed from a media center because "it showed 

pictures of the positions of sexual relations". The book was placed in 

the home economics room.to be used with courses on family living. 
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'rom the media ~ent'~r because of " ... quite explicit sex scenes of both 

a homosexual and heterosexual .nature ••• the.rede~mirtg qualities were 

far outweighed by the sexual encounter descr.iption". 1 Met ~ Penguin 

was removed from am ele:nentary school media center because the media 

specialist, the principal arld a teacher agre~d that the pictures of 

small nude boys was in poor taste. 

Carrie was bought by a media speciaH.st buf not put on the shelves 

because it was "too we~:td and gory.... ! c~uld ff-nd. better books in

stead". The History of ~ .. contains .a chapter whfoh two parents ob-

jected to because of the language. , 

Some other titles which were,involved in incidents of censorship 

include1 Summer of '42, Jaws,Th~ ·croup, ,Sunshine, A Case of Rapa, The ..

Front Runner, The Cheerleaders,.~~••, tove:::Story, Slaughterhouse 

't,~f~~t,ch .~• ValI~~'Jl'o:fge, .The~. Aga~n..MayJ» 1 Wott·'t, The Laundhing 
.'-,."i. ___ i~ ~-,;_c.,' ! :;,-;2',";~·-·~ "',t~.' ,, .. -.. -'. :. /-~'•-~- M / .• .:' 1 ~-. • 

:~:~'lsrileag~, ,Noith::Da.lla,if "'.)i,.o~.,::.S<)· Aslt A]J.ce and we· Can't 
------:---- • - .:,: :..<a' I - - --

1ri1a ~··~ 

: C:e~?fship"i~ an ·1ss~e which will confront .many sch~ol media spe

ciaU.sts. Ai though the number of questionnaires sent out and the res-

ponse rate was low for this study, the results show that a large num·-

ber of 7media speoial:Lsts who did re·spond have experienced some type of 

censorship during the two years studied. The majority of censorship 

reported occurred in grades seven and above. Se'lten respondents served 
. . 

grades kindergarten through twelfth grade •. Only three incidents were 

re-ported which involve elementary media'centers. 



It had originally beenexpectep. that a comparison of the two school 

years studied, 1974-1975 and 1975-1976 would show art increase.in cen

sorship incidents in the schools~ An examination of responses•: to- the 

questionnaires returned shows that the only significant increase has 

come from the media specialists. Media specii3.lists also do some cen-
' . 

soring in their selection 'Focess. This statement made by one·respon-

dent reflects the policy followed by many: 

"I have discarded books in the past oi- decide'd riot to 
order books which have consistent use of foul language or are 
too heavily into the drug scene. Please don't misinterpret 
this. We don't censor books because there is swearing.or 
vulgar language-- unless the language 1s too frequent and in
appropriate. We do have books for students that deal with 
drugs and sex-- with a sensitive, intelligent treatment, we· 
hope! " 

Research was also expected to show that persons in the community 

who made complaints against material would have common characteristics, 

such as religious background, educational level and ~eropership in.spe

cial interest groups. The fef cas~ri;' of censorship initiated.by :pers-ons 

or groups in the community are too 'few to draw any conclusions. The 

majority of objections to material were for similar reasons: either 

that the language was offensive or the item contained ·too much sexual 

explicitness. 

A review of the literature on censorship in. the school media cen

ters indicates that there have been few attempts to gather informa~ 

tion or to study characteristics of the censors. There is also little 

research available on whether or not a child is actually harmed by see

ing a movie which is very violent or reading·a book which is sexually 

explicit. The President's Commission ort ObScenity and Pornography 

 showed that there was little justification for the belief that expo

sure to pornographic materials leads to the commission of immoral acts .. 
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. by adults. There is Ii tt!e. info:rmation on tne affects ,of·. pornographic 

literature on children. 

Conclusion 

Censorship is present in many Iowa schools. It appears from com

ments made by respondents to this survey that media specialists often 

tend to act as censors through the selection process. As a public em

ployee the media:special:1.st mus't be careful to avoid censoring what 

students read. It can~ difficult to select media now when so many 

topics are being written about which are highly controversial. Cen-
sorship can also come from tnany sources; no person or group can be sin

gled out as a.primary source of complaints about material. These com-· 

plaints can come from sources within the school or from parents.or 

other individuals or groups outside of the school. These findings re-

J:~$egt .only a,., sma.ll .number of. media .. specialist.s and perhaps a larger 
-? ,,:: ' t.. . ',( • 

'~r,li~ .pf i~d.111-idtlals wo~ld r~sult in m6;e ~~finite trends. 
~•-"'•· ~", ~." '•··'""' • ,·~· 
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SAMPLE COVER LETTER 

Dear Mr. Doe, 

June 14, 1976 
RR 1 
Emerson, Iowa 51533 

I am doing graduate work at the Department of Library Science 
at the University of Northern Iowa and as part of my research pa.per 
T wish to determine whether cases of censorship in Iowa schools 
are increasing and how widespread the censorship is. I would also 
like to find out about the people who attempt to censor. 

You have been chosen by random selection'·,to participate" in- this 
survey. T ~ould appreciate your taking the tim~ to compl~te Jhe 
enclosed questionnaire and ret1.1rning it in the enclosed envelope by , 
June 25, 1976. 

All replies will be kept confidential. Thank you for your 
cooperation and help in this study. 

cerely,~ 

anet Tibbets 
Janet Tibbets



SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. What is the approximate enrollment of your school? 

2. What is the approximate population of your school district or community? 

3. How long have you been in your present position? 

4. What gr.3.des does your library/media center serve? 

The following definitions will be used for the remainder of this question
naire: 

Censorship: Whenc-an • item or· items (books, films, 'filmstrips, records, etc.) 
are removed from a library/media center or placed in a restricted access 
area because it was felt that lt/they contain material inappropriate for the 
intended users. This decision may be made by the librarian/media special
ist or someone else. 

Person within the school system: Librarian/media specialist, teacher, 
principal, superintendent or trye ~chool board or a member .of the school 
board, etc. 

Person/group within the community~ school district: Anybody th the com
munity or school district not within the school system. 

Please answer the following questions as completely as possible. If 
you were not in the same position for the 1974-1975 school year an~wer only 
for the 1975-19?6 school year. 

5. Did you choose to censor by removing or restricting·an·item(s) from 
your library/media center: 

a, During the 1974-1975 school year? 

b. During the 1975-1976 school year? 

6. If the answer to 5a or 5b is yes, please explain your action and the 
reason for your action. Include title(s) of the item and the reason 
you chose to censor it. If more space is needed please use the re
verse side of this paper. 



7. Did anyone within your school system (besides youi:'self) request that you 
censor by removing or restricting an 1tem(s) in the library/media cen- . 
ter: 

a, During the 1974-1975 school year? 

b. During the 1975-1976 school year? 

9. Tf the answer to ?a or 7b is yes, please give the position of the person( s) 
who made the request., Include the title (s) and describe the objections. •. 
If more space is needed please use the reverse side of this paper. 

9.Did any person or group within your community/school district request 
that you censor by removing or restricting an item(s) in the library/ 
media center; 

10. 

a. During the 1974-1975 school year? 

b. During the 1975-1976 school year? 

If the answer to 9a or 9b is 
objection to the item(s) and 
elude title(s) of material. 
reverse side of this paper. 

yes, please describe the person or group:'s 
how the request was handled, Please in-
If more space is needed please use the 



11. Please provide any information you can about the person(s) or group from 
question 10 (f6r example, approximate age, occupation, membership in a 
special interest group, religion, etc.). 

12. If a group(s) made the request for censoring please describe the group 
{name, philosophy, si~e etc.). 

-------------------------

13. Tf you have any comments please include those. 



Figure 1 

Comparison of censorship cases initiated by media specialists for the 
school year 1974-1975 and the school year 1975-1976. 
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Six incidents occurred during the 1974-1975 school year. This increas
ed to fourteen in 1975-1976. 



Figure 2 

Comparison of censorship cases jjnitiated by a person or persons within 
the school system besides the media specialist for the school year 1974-1975 
and thr

5
school year 1975-1976. 
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Three incidents occurred during the 1974-1975 school year. That number 
increased to five in 1975-1976. 



Figure 3 

Comparison of censorship cases initiated by a person or group in the 
community or school district for the school year 1974-1975 and 1975-1976. 
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Four incidents occurred during the 1974-1975 school year. That number 
., increased to six in 1975-1976. 


	Censorship in Iowa Schools
	Recommended Citation

	Censorship in Iowa Schools
	Find Additional Related Research in UNI ScholarWorks
	Abstract

	tmp.1699999255.pdf.GYzNf

