Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science
Volume 43

Annual Issue

Article 119

1936

A Study of Creative Imagination in Artistic Expression
William A. McCloy
State University of Iowa

Copyright ©1936 Iowa Academy of Science, Inc.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias

Recommended Citation
McCloy, William A. (1936) "A Study of Creative Imagination in Artistic Expression," Proceedings of the
Iowa Academy of Science, 43(1), 324-324.
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol43/iss1/119

This Research is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI ScholarWorks. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science by an authorized editor of UNI
ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

McCloy: A Study of Creative Imagination in Artistic Expression
324

IOWA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

[VoL. XLIII

Art Judgment Test and from Goldstein's Art in Everyday Life.
In both experiments the gain of the experimental over the control
group in aesthetic judgment was significant.
Aesthetic analysis was tested by a series of questions designed
to reveal the child's understanding of the composition of Marc's
painting "Red Horses." Classification of these responses revealed
a decrease in the number of responses indicative of a comprehension of the picture as naturalistic representation and an increase
in the number indicative of a comprehension of the picture in
terms of aesthetic qualities following Experiments III and IV.
However, original compositions, painted preceding and following Experiments III and IV, and scored in terms of an average
of the ratings of ten judges, disclosed no significant difference
between final mean scores of experimental and control groups.
In conclusion, simple explanation of elementary principles of
art has been shown to increase the ability of elementary school
children on aesthetic judgment and aesthetic analysis tests. The
effect of training in the principles of art upon production should
be further investigated.
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In this investigation of the nature of artistic expression, creative
imagination is studied through the medium of a model stage, appreciation of colored slides, and imaginative insight by abstract
paintings.
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The purpose of this experiment was to investigate the characteristic development of the perception of a painting for both
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