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Abstract

This study was concerned with how the media specialist could meet the leisure reading needs of gifted
students. The specific purpose of the study was to find out what categories of fiction academically gifted
students grades four through six choose to read. It was this writer's hypothesis that academically gifted
students read all types of fiction on an equal basis, and there would be no variation among the types of
categories that these students choose to read.

To test the hypothesis, each student with an I.Q. of 130 or above at Westridge Elementary School in
Waterloo, lowa, was given a questionaire to fill out in regard to their interests. Students were given nine
categories from which they could indicate if they choose to read the category often, sometimes, or
seldom. Points were assigned each response and totals added up for each category. In order for the
hypothesis to be accepted, there could not be more than a 20% variation between the most popular fiction
category and the least popular category.

The researcher used the formula of dividing the most preferred category (mpc) by the least preferred
category (Ipc) to find the percentage of the difference. The percent the least preferred category was of the
most preferred category was 40. Hence there was a 60% difference between the two. The hypothesis that
there would be no more than a 20% variation between the two was rejected.

Students revealed definite likes and dislikes favoring humor and disfavoring poetry and folktales. Even
though the hypothesis was rejected the study serves as a model for media specialists in accessing fiction
reading interests of individual students. By using the questionaire, a media specialist can determine
trends or preferences, and assist each student through reading guidance on an individual basis. There
was not enough students in the study to make generalizations as pertaining to grade level, age, or sex.

This open access graduate research paper is available at UNI ScholarWorks: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/grp/3184
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ABSTRACT

This study was concerned with how “the media specialist
could meet the leisure reading needs of‘gifted students. The
specific purpose of the study was to find out what categories
of fiction academically gifted students grades four through six
choose to read. It was this writer's hypothesis that academi-
cally gifted students read all types of fiction on an equal
basis, and there would be no variation among the types of cate~
gories that these students choose to read,

To test the hypothesis, each student with an I.Q. of 130
or above at Westridge Elepentary School in Waterloo, Iowa, was
given a questionaire to fill out in regard: to their interests.
Students were given nine categories from which they could indi-
cate if they choose to read the category often, sometimes, or
seldom. Points were assigned each response and totals added up
for each categoryes In order for the hypothesis to be accepted,
there could not be more than a 20% variation between the most
popular fiction category and the least popular fiction category.

The researcher used the formula of dividing the most pre=
ferred category (mpe) by the least preferred category (lpc) to
find the percentage of difference. The percent ithe least pre-
ferred category was “of the most preferred category, was 40.
Hence there was a 60% difference between the two. The hypoth-
esis that there would be no more than a 20% variation between
‘the two was rejected.

Students revealed definite likes and dislikes favoring
humor and disfavoring poetry and folktales. Even though the
E h%ggtheaia was rejected the study serves as a model for'media

j‘filints in accessing fiction reading interests of individu-

;i students. By using the questionaire, a media specialist

" can determine trends or preferences, and assist each student
through_reading guidance on an individual basis, There was not

"ﬁﬁbﬁgh itudentcrin the study to make generalizations as pertaining
mo‘gf;de‘level, age, or sex.
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Chapter 1

THE PROSLEM

Introduction

Concern for the gifted student in the United

Stites has not been a recent develoovment. is early as
177> Thomas Jefferson advocated special educst
sions as nart of his School Plan for Virzinia. Betwemn
the yeers 1770 to 1900 the Three Track Plan beron to be
utilized in a number of larger school districis.
2is plan schools bezan to ¢roup Lri:hit stuja:iis
torether in order that they might benefit from brosder
gducationsl exveriences. 3By the 1720's there w5 2 Big

H £ ‘

surse of fuaterest in the glfted,B The clogsiesl studles

of Iouls Termon, Genstic Studies of Genlus, voluumes
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neture of intellizence of gifted students. Tn the 1307

due to the economic depression, sci
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The attention pald to zifted studeats by duericon sdu-
cators from the 1930's to the 1250's seeus to hzve
regressed from the atteation paid to gifted students
in the 1220's.

Between the years 1950 to 1360, school districts
in California, Illinois, and New York began to eapna-
size experimental programs and program evaluation.

In 1957 the Russian launching of Sputnik stimulzted

critical controversy over possible educationzal 635

1

From the 1960's to the present, many studies hzve
been conducted dealing with characteristics of tae
z1fted and the 1dentification of the gifted. Strides
nzve been made towards developing curricula for tae
sifted studélts. Yet, 1little attention i1as been iven
in the library science ficld to the developzeat of
vrosrang or policies concerning the gifted.

Thies study attespted to look at the ifted siu-
dent from o media specialist's point of view. The
scove of The study was concerned with the nedla speclal-
1st and how ne or she can neet the lelsure resding
needs of ®he zcadenlically zifted students, srades four

iy Lt 2 -
through six.

wn

Ioid.



Purposg of the Study

Thls wrlter atteunpted to deteraine throuzh thils

study whether or not there were certain preferences

for types of fiction as revealed by acadenically :zifted
students in grades four through six. Aside from re-
lying on scattered requests from indivi Jusl studeats
and literary reviews wrltten by adults, tais study was
desisned to give acadenically gifted students s chance
to indicate thelr own reading interests. If it is
possible to generalize a preference for gpecific cat-
ezories of fictlon that the students indicate they
choose to read, the media specialist may bexin to adjust
ner reading gul dance to better meet the nesds of aca-

denically zifted students.

Problem Statenent

In order to test whether the media specialist
can assist the acadenically gifted student throush the

means of readiang guldance, certain types of fiction

1

catesories were established according to those desiina-

's cat~

0n

ted by May Hi11ll Arbuthnot. 1In using Arbuthzotb

esories as a reference point, the writer of thig paper

EA |

then posed tae following provlem: Asong Lroutizot's

nine categories of fiction, what types of Iiction

categories will =zcadenically zifted elementary siudents



sr:odes four tarough six indicate they will choose to

read?

Hypotaesis

Because acadenlically glfted students nave varied
interests 6, it was hypothesized that they read all
tyves of fiction on an equal basis. The writer of this
paper hypotneslzed that there would be no varlation among
the types of fiction categories that acadeaically
sifted students grades four through six indicate they

choose to read.

Siinificance of Study

The strongest factor for this studsy's signifi-
cance concerns a longltudinal study done »y Paul 4.
Wittty and Harvey Lehman in the 1230's that dealt with
readlng interests of gifted calldrep.Tae Witty-Lehaan
researcn was the only study found se far taat dealt
exclusively with the reading interests of gifted students
from the ages of tea throuzh ei:hteen. Xot only does
the study include readin; interests for studants of
upper elementary zrodes, but it includes very svecific
interests of #1fted students vpertzininag to various types

of fiction.

6James Je Gallar“her, Teac.-ln‘; the Gifted Child
(Boston, N.J.:A11ym and Busen Toe.. 2TEOYT L 9E
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The cholce of ‘Westridge Flementzry School in
Waterloo, Towa was another siganificent factor in the
study. Westridge was chogen to be used in the study
becouse 1t 1s in an economically advsntazsed area, ond
hag been 1dentified by Carolynm Hoffmsn, head of the

Com:lttee for the Glfted in Waterloo,=s one of taree

[0}

elerentary sciools in the city aaviagz =2 hil h »ronortion
of zifted students. The teachers of JWestridge slong
with the consultant, 3ruce Hopkins from the irea Tducs-
tion Agency zvplied for a Federal Grant wiiich would hzve
bezn used to develoy projrauns rFor tanes zlfted.

The Jitty-Leam=n study, altihoush dated, served
as o zulde ond reference point from wiich this writer
conducted_hef study. Yestridge School nad nreviously
besn desiicnnved as a target schoosl for the ifted.
Combining these two factors, tiis . writer iras moére
aszured of reliable findiags wanich will Lhely in meeting
the needs of acadeaically zifted students.

| BDxperts in the fleld such as Guilford, belleve

that zifted students have the votentizl to zssume leader-

A1fted students

(&)

ship roles in society. 3y the time
_become adults, thelr canabllitier should be developed

to thelr fullest potential. If gifted stu‘ents are not

Insplred or motivated, they become dlsillusioned, bored

&

IR



and uproductive. 8chools have responded to the needs

of the gifted by developing curricula, yet 1little h=z

been done on an organized basls by school media snecial=~
ists to meet the lelsure reading needs of gifted students
This study was desiszned to propose a way in which the
needs of these students could be measured by =21llowing
the students to express thelr own readins interests

by mesns of a euestionaire.

Assumntiois

In conducting this study of fiction choices of
acadenically jifted studenats, one major ascumpiion
nust ve zcinowledged. The writer of this paper assuaed
that the gtudent populztion involved in the study was
accurately identiled as scadenically :ifted students.
Beczuse icdentification was Lased on I.4. scores, it

was assumed that all test scores were reliacle snd vall d.

Iiaitations

This study was limited to zcadenically zifted
students in grades four througn six. Students in the

primary grades (kindergzarten through grade three) and

- \(;i( ; i?wi L

.

students in secondary schools were not being consi dered.
The study was congducted with studeats from Jestiridgse
Elenentary School in #zterloo, Iowa. The study, there

fore, cennot we interpreted to represent all girfted



students prades four through slx. To increase tine
external validity, the study would have to be done in
wldely diverse schools in geozraphically distant

dl stricts.

This study was limited to aczdenically ;ifted
students. The study did not take iato account Xines-
thetically or creatively sgifted students. The subjects
of this study were menvers of an economically =dvantazed
area, cnd fiction choices could dgiffer from students
of other ecomoalc areas. The student povnulstion being

studied was 2 nighly nomogeneous Zroup.

Definition of Terms

In conducting thls study, several terms needed
to be defined. "Acadesically zifted students" were
those who had previously had been 1. entified as such
by the school involved and based on I.Q. scores of 130
or above. The term "reading interest" was operationslly
defined as those tynes of fiction that children revealed
a positive attitude towards, =nd fiction books which
children indicated they chose to read. "Types of fiction"
referred to thue followlng list of types as indicated

by Arbuthnot:7

7May H11l Arbuthnot, Children and sooks (Z1 envi ew,
Illinols:Scott Foresman =nd Comnany, 1072), n. 35.




1. Folktales

2. FPables, myths, epics

5. Humor

4, Poetry

5. Animal stories

6. Realistic stories

T. Adventure tales

&, Pantasy

Ys Historical fiction
The nine categories as described by Arbutiinot are
generalizations. For example, there nzy be 2 combina
of severzl catesgories witnin one book such as awnorous
poetry, or an adventure tale tiat is rezlistvic. The
stusents who filled out the questionaire were azsked to
Saink of each category as belng the mest nromiunen
2lement in the bvook.

In order to clarify tiae findings =nd interpret

: . : . < s )
data, the author defined "variation" of students’ croice
in books. "Vauriation" referred to a twenty nercent or

more difference between the most popular zad least pop-

ular catesory of fiction.



Chapter.2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

The review of related literature focused on
three major topics ranging from general to specific.
Flrst, attemnts vwere made to locate information ahout
research conducte’l under the broad topic of "reniing
interests." This writer chose a brozd retrospective
study to cover thils facet of relatel 1literature.
Becondly, tie writer of this paver trizd to loczte
literature concerned wita sciiool libraries ond thelr
relationsniy to jifted students. Thlirdly, this wrliter
tried to locate literature concerned specificelly with
reading interests as they directly pertsined to ifted
students.

delen Rowinson made an extensive studrs of the
research related to children's interest and to the dev-
elopnental volues of reading.j In the first gection
of her nzper, Robluson #Ad a generzl 1literoture rzview
of resexrch studles concerning reading interests =n

childrear., This section of her noper was nost extencive,

"Helen Robinson, "Resesrch Related to Children's
Interests and to thie Developmentzl Volues of Rezding,"
Iibrary Trends, October 1373, n. (1.

=0
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and contalned much information relevont to thleg neper.

3efore writing on nest studdles of resding inter-

-~

ests. lobinson listed the methods of investisgations uged
to 1dentify children's rezilng interests. Such nethods
have lncluded personal interviews; writte: logs, daries
and inventories; records of library boolks chosen; asking
for children's favorites among selections rezd to thran;
asiwing for reasons for thgir e?ioices a1d/or the aost
interesting episodes or chars cters.ﬂ;

jccording to Robinson, each of these metiiods
nas 1ts limitations. Tnen children are acsxed to chioose
anong two or severcl alterncilves, 1% ig possible thet

helr real choice 1s not represented. hen usging va-

the accuracy of records decends upon the cooveration

siven by the subjlects. Worsover, msny cilildrea do not

cnecked out =way not ve indicotive of what children -

actually read. Anotaer proclem in attesniing to sym-

theslze receurch deslimgulth caildren's interests in
reading is that A ferent inve stors ay naove defined

9
Ibid.
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thelr interest categorles in & fferent W‘ays.lo

Robinson wrote about past research in reading
interest done on the grade levels of preschool, primary,
ml ddle grades, Junior high, and senior high. The level
relevent to the scope of thls paper 1s the middle grades.
The earli%"c studi es done on the middle grades were done
byfernan in 1921 and Washburne in 1°26.1% They revealed
t'r;e dominant reading interests for children zazes nine
through twelve were in the ares of fiction. The diver-
cence of rexding interests of boys and girls which
began 25 a tendency in the later primary grades became
predominant during the middle grades.l2

A nore recent study done by Schulte included
6,538 middle grade pupils from four geographical areas
of the United States. Based on thelr resvonses, the
girl}'(s‘ inventory revealed an interest in realistic
fiction and fanciful tales. The boys revealed an inter-
est in historical fiction, aistory, sclence and nezlth.
Poetry and soclal studies were the least selected cat-

12 )
egorles by both groups.

.
101bid., p. o3.
1pi4., p. 85,
12701 4.
13704 4.
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Ashley in a study in 1970, asked students for
dislikes among forty toplcs or genres of literature.
"He found boys disliked love stories, and girls disliked
stories about war, pirates and Wes‘cerns.14 Also in
1970, Melsel and Glass reported on fifth graders library
cholces over a five month period. No assignments were
nade in class, so iuvestigators assumed books with drawn
from the library were of interest to puplils. Coutents
of books were classified into forty-two separate inter-
est areas.  Boys siioi;f‘ed a strong interest in nistory,
geozraphy end blography. Girls showed strong interests
in adventure, humor and fantasy..l5

Robinson summarized her review of studies ddne on
reading interests by reporting the findings of a comnre~
hensive study done by Zimet in 1966. Zimet reviewed
research dealing with cnildren's interests and story
preferences of young children from the 1220's to the
early 1950 's. Zimet noted a conflict of findlnzgs de-
pending upon the methods of investigations used. She
stated the need for the refinenent of evaluation ihnstru-

ments in the studies. Zimet noted that sex

14
Ibid.

o YOTB1 4., p. SO,
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dfferences in reading interests appear early in priamary
grades and become increasingly more promineat through
elenentary and secondary school.l

Robinson's study is important to the scope of this
paper for two reasons. First, it liststhe limitations
of methods of investigation tnat have beea previously
used in measuring reading interests. Secondly, Robinson
nas presented a brief overview of past studies dealing
wWth reading interests of students in the middle grades.

The second majér erbiagl g on Pelat 21 Titerature was
concerned with school libraries and thelr rclationship
with gifted students. In the American Library Associatlon
AL Bulletin, February 1953, there was @ serles of six
articles concerning school libraries and the gifted.

The articles were all written one year =fter the Husclon
lzunching of Sputnik, and with zeneral concern for tne
development of America's best minds to catch up with the
Russlans.

411 articles stresced the urgent need for school 1i-
braries to méet the needs of Aifted students. Frary wuas
the onlz autuor of the six who dealt directly with the
school library and tae gifted eleunentary stu@eﬁf.17

The articles revealed informaticn zbout = echool iibrary

16044 4.

V Mildred Frery, "The Flexentury Scaool Iiors. ., .ad
the Giftel," ALA Bulletin, Februsry 156., p. 100.
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progsrasy for ths c;ifte;l in Tos 4dngeles. Special interest
in non-fiction was expressed by the sifted studeats in-
cluding books on archeology, nigtory of mathenatics and
languages, and chenistry. PFrom informal dlscussion on
fictinon between the children and the librarians, Frary con=-
cluded ~ that children were reading and enjoying ficticn
at their own nze level. éﬂlile thelr readings were advinced
in non=fiction “they are still children =nd relish the
antics of Carolyn Haywoods Fddie. "nd MacGresor's }lss
Pickerell on ner reluctant way to ware."1Y dss Frary

61 d not delve into the reading interests of fiction Looks
as much as she expressed reading interegsts in noa-fiction.
The article dl d not distinguish between intereskts of lower
elenentary srzde students as ovposed to intermedizte grade
level stuijents.

Another article dealing with the school library un

Ha
<

the role of rezading gul dunce was writtenr by ILadley.
"Research indicates th‘ere is an urgentv need to cultivute
within elesentary children a strong degire to read zud
apnreciate ";~7o:‘“t?1x~¢1:111e.rea ding mater :al.“lg It ig-the
librarian's role to find the right book for the ri nt
calld. .Lz;zdley makes the distinction between th'e zct of
reading and the art of readlng. The art of readin; im-

plies a more intensified involvenent than the mere act,

orvta., p. 101

13 - mn . W o
“Winifred C. Tadley, "The Riont Zoo0k," Children,
Jooks, and Readlng ERIC EMT6248, 1274, p. 45,
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The art of reading consists of the anllity to resd litera-~
"ture of power with such syupathy and insight fhat one is
thereby educated for a living. The l.adividual re2ding

sul dance aust place the focus on the child himself. 1In
order to find the right vook for the right child, the
librarian aust know tae childé taéteé, mentality and social
develooiient.

Ladley's article is import:nt to the scone of tinls
naper because 1t clearly defines the role of the school
medla specialist as a catalyst in helping motivate child-
ren to reads Ladley stressed the lmportance in itnowing
tie intellectual, emotional and sOéial bacxgrouand, along
with likes =2nd dlslikes. The funcetion of the schonl medla
specli:list in asslsting students with reading guidance is
appropos to tie underlying nurvose of this paner.

The third major empnasis on related literzture con-
cerns information on reading interests as directly pertain-

ing to gifted stulents. Iimner supplied an znnotated

Pl bliography in the Gifted Child Quarterly for books she
would recoinend for g1fted fifth and sixta xrazde students.qo
On the 1list, only six flction books were mentioned along
wita tuirty-cix non-fiction books. T .re was ¢ urief

phrase explaining the content of eachh vook. Ho mention

20311 da Timper, "Suszestions of Books for the Glfted
Children in PLfth and Sixth Grades," Glfted Child Quarterly
Sunmer 1971, pp. 123=-126.
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was made of how or why Iimper came to tie conclusions that
these bo ks should be read by gifted children.

nald Cushenbery in his book Reading and the Gifted

writes ™ the degree of reading interests is a criteria

to be considered in determining giftedness."21 In his
béok, Cushenbery included a reading interest inventory
designed by himself which he says has been used with a
high degree of success. While Cushenbery made no attempts
to rank categories or preferences of reading choices, he
dl d make the followlng generalizations about the students
who have filled out his inventory:

l. Books read will be secured from two or more
sources.

2. There will be evidence that a larger than
average nunber of vooks have been read and

. that they have been rezd coanpletely.

3. A wide variety o& books on a nunber of subjects
will be indicated.

4. Other pleces of information will suprort the
1dea that the respondent eajoys both fuggtion-
al and lelsure time reading activities.

Cushenbery's book is relevanifo this paper because
h-e eapnasizes the importance of finding out rezding in-

terests of zifted students.

21]TDnald C. Cusnenbvery, Readlng zngd the Gifted Child
(8pringfield, Illinols: Charles C. fhomas publisher, 137%),
P. S. o

22 ~
“rna.

r
G
S
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The most important study dealing with the readng
interests as expressed by gifted students was conducted
by Witty and Lehman.23 Thals study was longlitudinal and
used the same population three times over a period of
elght years. The average age of the children at the time
of the first study was 10%. For the second study the aver-
age age was 15§, and for the third study the average age
was 17%.

Among the findings of thg children's reports, 1t was
noted that gifted girls consistently read more than ooys.
However, the boys read more magazines and newspapers than
A d the glrls. During the eight year study there was a
mariked chénge in the reading interests of both boys and
#lrls. Iuring the first study boys preferred adventure
novels, mystery and sclence stories. The top three cate-
goriéstﬁfeferred in the last study by boys were advénture,
romance, and sclence storles. 1In the first study, sirls
preferrzd romance, novels of home and scnonl 1life, and
adventure novels. 3y the time of the last studj, eanh2cls

had shifted to pnoetry, romance novels, and stort ctories.

-

23

Paul Witty and Harvey Lehn:n, "A Study of the
Reading and Readlng Interests of Gifted Children," Journal
of Genetic Psychology, June 1332, pp. 473-433.

24111 4.
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The author of thils p:per must recognize this extensive
study done by Witty and Leiman in the iBBO's as the only
study avalillable deaiingkexclusively with reading interests
of gifted children. The oriszinal study along with two
follow-up studies of the same calliren traced tohe interests.
and attempted to drsw natterns and co:clusions. A y

Due to the-long time that has elapsed since 13531,
there is no way of k?owing how valid and relizble thils
study 1s 2s 1t apnlles to gifted children grades four
through six in 1377. The books listed in the tables zre
not annlicable today. ™Popular fiction titles have changed
much in forty vears. Children of tod2y would have di {fi-
culty understanding the categories tuat Wittty 2a4 Letinan

olve for the tywes of books.

Helen  Robinson gave.a retrospective view.of re- -
search conducted that wss related to reaiing interests
and mentioned limitations to tune nethods of l1awvestigation
used in such stud es. ALA Bulletin of reorusry, 125c
coatained a series of six zrticles Zealing with thehgifted
studeats and thelr relztionship to school lioraries. Only
one of the ALA articles dealt directly wlith elenentary
students. Much of the information was outdated and written

in reaction to the Russlan launching of Zputuii.
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Ladley, in her zrticle defined tie role of the schnool
librarian as a person who offers readinz guidance to the
ind vl qual student, and who develops in students the
art of reading.

Helen Linmper, in her suggested list of books,
nentioned six fiction books for gifted fifth and sixth
araderss Criteria for selection of these books were
not mentioned. Cushenbery stressed the importance of
rnowing the reading interest of gifted students, and
went so far as to develop hls own readlng interest
inventory. The study by Witty and Lehman was conducted
three tinmes over an elght year period‘using the same
population of zifted students. This study was completed
in 1334, and there} is no way of knowing how relevant
the findings are today.



| Chapter 3
'METHO 20I0GY

§e1 géﬁon of gub ject ,

"~ Westrl dge Flenentary School was chosen for this
study because the students wefe from a homogeneous group,
and from an economically advantaged area. Ixr. Steve
Holbrook, Director of the ILvision of Research for the
Waterloo ?u‘élic Schools, #nd Mr.: Bruce Hopkins, Consultant
for the Gifted from the Area Education Agzency have
previously 1 dentified the school as having =2 nigher
proportion of gifted students than other elementary
schools in {the city. The selection of gifted students
;at” Wéét;‘i dge Elementary School was made on the basis of
I.Q. scores as reported in the students' cuwanulative
lr;ec’or;dts. The entire population of gifted studente in

fourth, fifth =and sixth grades was used in the study.

ta-Gathering Instrument

Academi cally gifted students of Westridge #l enen-
tary School grades four through six, were glvem a question=-
alre on which the students could indicate the ty'ées of

fiction in which they were interested. . At the top
of the questionaire there was &« personal data section

- =20~
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for the studen‘ts to fill out. In this section, students
were asked to supply tfleir ;;mesj, ageS, sex and grade
levels. Below the personal data section, the nine
Arbuthnot fiction cat egories were typed in a vertical
column. Categories were further clarified and defined
according to Arbuthnot's explanations so students would-
be able to readlly d stinguish amonzg the categories.
Besl de each catezory, the students were asked to check
one of the following:

"Choose often"

"Choose sometimes"

"Choose sel dom"
A copy of the‘ data-gathering instrument is located at

the end of thls paper 1n the appendix.

Erocedure for Gathering Data

In order to obtain permission to use Westridge
Elementary School in Waterloo, Iowa, Dr. Steve Hol=-
brook, Ilrector of the Dlvision of Research in Waterloo,
along with Mr. Recce, Principal of Westridge, was
contacted. Ir. Holbrobk gave written consent to conduct
the study, and Mr. Reece gave verbal consent. A cévar
letter introducing the purpose, hypothesis, and pro-
cedure for adzninistering the Questionalre was sen’.t
to Mr. Kelly, fifth grade teacher, and Mr. Reece, prin-

cipal,
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A copy of the tdver letter ie:;iiobat\‘e&:zajtath e.end of
’tﬁita 1paperadh 'Lthmappm |
Oummulative records were searched by Mr. Kelly
to locabe all -wtudente with I.Q's of 130 or above.
Thén each acadenically gifted stugent‘ was giVétl a copy
of the questlonaire by the fifth grade teacher, Mr: Kelly,
“awdcasked %o mark their responses. . -After allisheeds were
in, the researcher tabulated the data, and analyzed the

results,



Chapter &
ATALYSIS OF THE DATA

Tae data for thls study wss analyzed by the fol-
lowing combination of narration cnd tables. Breakdowns
in the ponulation were made accordng to a2ge, grade
level z2nd sexs At Westridge Elementary Schooi in Water-
loo, Towa there was a total of seven acadenically zifted
students grades four through six.who . took part in the
study. There waé one fourth grader, two fifth g¢raders,
and four sixth graders. The ages of the students ranged
from ten years, one monthf‘to twelve years, three months.
There vwcs a2n uneven dlstribution of sexes with five
acles out-numbering the two females who filled out tie
questionaire. Table 1, Student Population, will further

clerlfy the breakdowns of personal dats.

ablé 1

Student Popwlation

Ase Grade gex .
11 yr. 10 mo. 6 femzle
10 yr. 10 ‘mo . 5 fencle
11 yr. 7 @o. 6 nsle
11 yr. < 40, 6 male
12 yro 3 mo. 6 nzle
10 yr. 11 wo. 5 aale
10 yr. 1 mo. 4 nele

2%
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In order to analyze the preference for fiction
categories that the children responded to, a system-
atic nﬁmerical procedure Was used. ‘First, the researcher
used a blank questioniare and tallied all responses
to the fiction détégories by the seven students on a
composite sheet. Secondly, each tally was assigned é
numerical value according to how vositive the respbnse
was. For eacﬁ'response mafked "choose often," three
soints were assizned. For each Tresponse marked "choose

n

sonetimes,” two points were assigned. For each response

marked "choose seldOm,d one point was assigned. To
find the composite score for each fiction category,
th e number values for each response were added to-
Zether.

The category of humor’was most preferred, and
the categories of folktales and poetry were least
preferred. In Table 2, the fiction categories are listed
in ranx order of preference along with the total nuamber
of points each category recelved from the composite
scores. In Chart 1, the fiction categories afe listed
in rank order of preference along with total number
of points,_and have been revealed graphically.

In order to test the hypothesis that there would
be no variation among the types of fiction categories
that acadenically gzifted students grades four through

six choose to read, the researcher had to compute the

percentage of difference between the most preferred



and the least preferred category. If the hypothesis

were to be accepted, there could not be more than a
twenty percent difference between the most nreferred
category aﬁd the least vreferred category. Any wider

gap than the allowed twenty percent margin would signify
definite preferences: for some types of flction categories

over others.,

Table 2

Piction Choices in Order of Preference

Fiction category Total points

meorl............‘.....‘....‘..Q'.....‘.'...‘.......'.20

Adventure storieSeeececccececsecececssensesascscsscssnald
Animal StOTrl eSececeecececeoneccscocsossccrcsacsnsscsscssld
PanNtaSFeeeeenoereestacacestsasessasssnssssscasssncessseald
Realistic storilcceesceseeseessacnscscscsscsasscacnassoanald
Pables, myths and leqends........,.........,......1....14
Historical fictiofeeeeesseecessacaacncncesssvenaasoccsacl?d

FolktaleSe*\-...-..,...................a....-.....ﬁ..o..08

Poetry‘...l....‘ﬂ‘.'.'ii....I.....0.....'..‘...'........8
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The most popular category, humor, had a total of
twenty points. The categories of folktales and poetry
ti ed for the least popular categories scoriné elght points
each. The researcher then used the formula of divl ding
the most preferred category (mpc) by the least preferred
category (lpc) to find the percentage of difference(%).
Using the formula., the researcher then computed the
following: (lpc) = (mpe)=___ %

8 = 20 =,40 or 40%
The percentage 61‘ the least popular category of fiction
was 40 percent of the most popular category of fiction.
The variation between the most popular and the least
popular catezories was 60 percent. Not only did the
variation exceed the twenty percent 1limit, but dd so
by a variation of three times that amount.

The hypothesis that there will be no variation
among the categories of fiction that acadenically gifteéed
students grades four through six choose to read was re-
jecteds The total possible points for each category
in the study was 21. The lowest possible points for
each category was seven, The students in this
stuady caime very close to both extremes in indicating
thelr fiction choices. The seven students revealed

some very evlident preferences.
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The category of humor recelved a near perfect séore
of twenty points, followed closely by the category

‘oi' adventure with nineteen points. On the other

end of the scale, students revealed some evident in-
dlcations of categories they seldom choose to read.
Both categories of folktales and poetry cazie Very near
to the lowest possible point total. Among Arbuth-
not's nine categories of fictigy, there was a wkde
spread of poiﬁt totals. The greatest point span
occurred vetween the category of historiczl fiction
and the two lowest categories, folktales and poetry.

A five point spread indicates taat there is 2 couasider=-
anle 61.8111{‘6 or lack of interest in the cate;ories

of folkxtales and poetry. Seven of the nine categories
received 2 total qf thirteen noints or above.

There was not eough students in the study to
make a comparison of choices of categories of fiction
as pertaining to sex. There were only two females as
opposed to five males who completed the questionalire.
There was little difference among fiction choices by
sexs Bolh females indicated humor and adventure
stories as categories they choose most often. The
only dlstinguishable difference between the males and

the females is that females indicated a strong
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interest in animal stories while males indicated a

mo derate interest in the same. One could hypothesize
that a high interest in animal stories may represent
the popularity of horse books checked out by the
females in the school. At this point it cannot %e
determined 1f this represents any differences between
the sexes, o;‘ 1s merely coincidental, or if it repre-
sents a differeice in interest. It would be an inter-
esting hmo.thesj.s to pursue. 30th males and femzales
Indicated 1ittle interest in folktales and poetry.

In order to make comparisons of reading interests
between the sexes, a larger population containing

a more equal ratio of male to female should he

studl ed.



Conclugions and Recommendations

The hypothesis that there will ve no variation
among cholces of fiction categories that academically
gifted students grades four[through six indicate they
choose to read, was rejected,. Even thouzh the hyvothecls
was disproved, the study 1s useful to the school nedla
speclalist. The result of this study can be used by the

medla speclalist at Testridge Zleuzentary School as che

3

asslists each Indivi dual student in rexding zul dance.

-

{

Once tihe reaiing interests of each student are revezled,
yhe mediz speclallst nes a reference point to start Irom
inmwhich shie can ennance and develop the Interests the
student already tas. Not only can the media epeciellist

use as 2 reference point the types of fict;on;students
raveal tihey choose to read aost often, but. he

or -she .may oe acle to develop greuater interdgtc ia those

categories of filction that studeats reveal they scldom

cnoose to read. Through Treading zuldence and gelection

e

of materlials, the medla specizlist may heln to diversify

the interests of these narticular students By enhancing .
thelr apprectation of voetry =nd folktales.
This quegtionaire zay ve used in other sciiools by

medla speclalists to deterzmine the reading interests of
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gifted students. Using the quostion ire for eacn student,
the media specialist may e able to determine 2ny trends
or preferences among the gifted pqpulation within‘his/her
scuool. The media specialist can also use this question-
alre to ass qt eedt student through reading uuiawnce on
bt o
a personalized naeis. Not only could such a questioazire
De used to acguess reading interests of gl fted students,
but could also be used with otixer students in the scuool
to deteruine taelr preferences of fiction catepries.
quveﬂ taoush the results of tae study mny de iadica-
tive of readins iInterests of acs: emlcally sifted students
2t Jestridie Zlenentary School in JWeterloo, Iowa, “theys
cannot =2nd ghould not be generalized to be the reaxiing
interests of 211 scadericzlly sifted students srad:s
four torouszh six. Reading intereste may vary with seo-
rannlcal locztion, etanic background, and »revious ex-
posure of sifted students to cutesories of fiction.
In order to .ua<e any genéralizations the questione=
alre sioould ve siven To 2 mucih larger =nd aore
geneousg popul=ztion of students from i fferent Jeo _ranile
cal locations in tae country. Sevexr students filliang out
a question=ire is aot 2 large enoush gzuple of

to reveal zny trand. Ials study should not be coasi dered
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to be a representation of reading interests of all
gifted students,

There was a strong dominence of sixth graders
£111ing out the questionaire, only two fifth graders,
and one fourth grader. This population was too
scanty aniuneVen to allow conclusions to be drawn
about reading interests and grade level. Any -
conclusions pertaining to reading intereét and the
sexes cannot be made until there are more students
of an equal ratio who fill out the quéstionaire.
Five males and two fenzles are not s large enough

sample to draw any conclusions.
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Name

Age

Sex male female

1

Grade

year months

DMrections: Below are llsted nlne categories of fictlon books
~along with a brief explanation of each category. Place an
"x" in the column which indlcates how often you choose that
category of fiction. If you have any questions regarding
this questionalre, please ask your teacher for help.

Categories

Choose
0ften

1. FOLKTALES- falry tales and tall
tales handed down through the
ages : ,

Choose hoose
Sometimes jSeldom

2. FABLES, MYTHS, EPICS-

fables- short storlies with a
moral '

myths- storles about super-
natural belngs to explaln
natural events v
eplcs- a long poem or liter-
ary work about heroric '
characters

3. HUMOR- funny stories

4., POETRY- verse

5. ANIMAL 3STORIES- stories centered
around animals as pets or in
the wild

6. REALISTIC STORIES- stories of
family 1life that seem as 1f
they could happen

7. ADVENTURE TALES- storles with
much actlion and suspense

8. FANTASY=- stories'of nake-
bell eve or sclence fiction

9. HISTORICAL FICTION- storles
about the past based on fact




COVER LZETIER
March 20, 1376

Mr. ieece, principal

Mr. Yelly, toeacher
destridie ¥enentaty 3chonl
3010 Ausoborough

7aterloz, Iowa

Jenr Sirs:

At the Unlvereity of orthern Iowa, I am C
workin_ on uy daster's Iegree in Iiorary 3coienc
nart of gradustion reguirerents, I am writing = devnart-
nental paper on reading interests of =mcedenically iftead
students grades four throuzh six.

e purdoose of this study is to find out what cate-
cories of fiction books aczdenically ifted stulent:
choose to read. The tynes of categories I am using as a
reference noint 2zve been tazken from May Hill Arbuthunot's
Children aad Books, 1272 edition.

According to James Gallagher, suthor of the book,
Teachingz the Gifted Child , interests of wifted children
are aany-<ci ded 2nd spontaneous. It is ay hynothecis
that reading interests of acadenically 2ifted stuidents
grades four through =ix are many-slded, and that stulents
read 211 tynes of iction on an egusl basis.

Each student at “estri ize Zlenentary with 2n I.Q.
of 130 or ebove will be given a questionsire to 111l out
in regards to thelr interests. Mr. Xelly, fifth zrade
teacher nas consented to adninister all questionalres
dquriang reading class, and then zive them tzck to me to
analyzee.

In order for the hypothesis to be accerted, there
must not be more than a 20 nercent varistion Dbeteen tine
most popular fiction category ani the least popular
fiction cateory. If thereis a grezter than 20 mercent
variation it will indicate definite prelcerences for coume
categories over others. "

If you have any guestlions or comanents about this study
or procedure for gathering data, do not hesitate to con-
tact me. Anprovzl hes alrendy been iven by IDr. Holbrook
to procecd uith thigs study. Ihank you for your coenseration.

urreatly
e. As

Sincerely,

Kathy Xelly
213 Zlmwoc d
“Waterloo, Towa.
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