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Mammen: A Critical Evaluation of Study Habit Inventories

A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF STUDY HABIT
INVENTORIES

IRENE MAMMEN

Out of a list of 60 items having to do with study habits and
study conditions, as are used in certain tests, 44 related to high
or low-grade-average categories. Fifty-five per cent of the items
were found to differentiate boys only while 26.1 per cent differ-
entiated girls only. Approximately 10 per cent were equivalent in
placing the two sexes and about 10 per cent operated in an oppo-
site way. There is some evidence that good study habits are more
important in college than in high school for attaining good grades.
The study also suggests the need for an evaluation of all ques-
tionnaire techniques for determining study habits and indicates
separate treatment of the sexes in developing a primary criterion.

DEPARTMENT OF PSsycHOLOGY,
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PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF A TEST FOR
BIOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

RicHARD SCHWEET AND A. R. LAUER

A test, composed of 140 items, including names of men and
terms associated with biology, was given to 65 undergraduate
students with various majors and 25 graduate students in zoology.
The undergraduates’ records were analyzed to ascertain the effect
of giving the test, with and without time limits, to comparable
groups.

On the basis of data obtained, a revision of the test was made
using 100 select items. This revision was given to 18 graduate
and 33 undergraduate students. Correlation of odd versus even
items for the separate groups yielded reliability coefficients of
-+ .90 after correction for length. A correlation of r, 4 .53 was
obtained between the final examination grades of nineteen persons
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