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An Empirical Study of the Effect of 
Normalizing Data 

By c. C. COLLINS A'.'iD A. R. LAUER 

ABSTRACT 

The problem of normalization of data is frequently discussed in 
the literature but few studies have been made to determine the 
actual effect produced when normalized and non-normalized data 
are compared. 

In this study two types of distributions were studied in which 
correlations are made between certain data with and without cor

rection for skewness and kurtosis. 

The correlations, plots and curves of the material, and the changes 

created will be presented and discussed. 

It would seem that in most cases the benefits of normalizing data 
are hardly worth while since curvilinearity and breaks in d<Jta induce 
sources of error which compensate for any benefits derived. 
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