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antibiotic solution. Towards the end of the experiment. 1 ran out of 
antibiotic and many caterpillars died of infection. 

Rearing cecropia moths from eggs, represents a challenge to both student 
and teacher. Much is learned about the mysteries of insect metamorphosis. 
High reproductive , feeding , and mortality rates are observed which are 
characteristic of most insects. Most important of all, this activity shows that 
the cecropia larvae are veritable eating machines that depend upon Iowa's 
forests to keep them alive . Cecropias have the reproductive potential to do 
economic damage if their life cycles were shorter and their mortality rates 
were lower. Thanks to these last two limiting factors they cause no serious 
harm to our forest s. 
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* * * 
Geology Teaching Aids 

The U.S. Geological Survey has compiled two packets of geology teaching 
aids . Teacher's Packet of Geologic Materials is designed for secondary (and 
college) earth science teachers ; Selected Packet of Geologic Teaching Aids_ is 
appropri ate for eleme ntary and secondary teachers of geography , social 
studies, general science, environmental education and oceanography. Request 
your free packet(s) on school letterhead, indicating grade level and subjects 
taught, from : USGS, Geologic Inquiries Group, Mail Stop 907 , Reston , VA 
22092. 

* * * 

When a chemistry teachers tells a joke to his class he expects a reaction. 
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