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Annual Report of the lowa Academy of Science 1976-77

ROBERT W. HANSON#*

¢y
PREFACE

This report continues the practice of writing a running history of the
Academy on a year-to-year basis, begun in 1975. The reports of
committees are kept on file in the Academy office and are not pub-
lished; however, this report includes all legal necessities such as con-
stitution and bylaw revisions, election results, and financial statements.
The rest of the report covers the essence of all Academy committee
activity and Board action.

REVIEW OF ACADEMY ACTIVITY IN 1976-77

On April 22, 1976, Dr. Willard Poppy of the University of Northern
JTowa was installed in absentia as the new president, replacing Dr. Paul
Meglitsch. (Dr. Poppy was unable to attend because of a death in his
family.) Earlier in the day, at the Annual Business Meeting, Dr. Lois
Tiffany of lowa State University was announced as president-elect —
the first woman in the Academy’s history to hold that office. The two
new directors elected to the Board were David L. Fagle of Marshall-
town Community Schools and Margaret Watson of Simpson College,
replacing Ruth Siemer of Coe College and Lois Tiffany. Dr. Donald
Pilgrim was re-elected as Treasurer for a term of three years under the
revised constitution extending the term of that office.

The roster of committees was completed by the new president by the
time he took office. All committees and other leadership personnel are
listed at the end of this report.

Board of Directors

The new Board of Directors met for the first time on June 11, 1976, at
the Tall Corn Towers Restaurant in Marshalltown. The main topic of
the meeting was discussion and approval of the budget for 1976-77.
Other matters that were taken up at that time included the question of
copyrighting the Proceedings (a matter which has been discussed
during several Board meetings but which was finally settled at the April
9, 1977, Board meeting; the possibility of conducting regional
seminars with the AAAS as co-sponsor dealing with such topics as
energy, land use, health care ethics, water resources; and scientific
advice to state government. No action was taken at the time on these
items but as a result of decisions made at the June Board meeting, a
great deal of work was accomplished in the area of encouraging high
school students and teachers to submit proposals for grant funds from
the Academy to support appropriate research or investigative activity at
the high school level.

At that first Board meeting the Board decided that it should
recommend that the Farm Committee become a standing committee,
and since that time a bylaw to that effect was approved by the Board and
presented for vote of the membership at the April 1977 business
session, along with several other bylaw revisions.
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Joint meetings with other state academies were discussed and general
plans were made for such meetings in the future. (It is interesting to note
that at least two other of our neighboring academies have proceeded
with joint meetings.) It is possible that within the next two years a joint
meeting involving South Dakota and Nebraska will be planned and
scheduled in western Iowa as a fall meeting.

Income from the Academy’s farm is an important part of the
Academy’s assets, and the Board decided that the amount of farm
income that can be used for general Academy operating expenses be
limited to $16,000 in 1976-77 and that the rest of the farm income be
maintained as a reserve, part of which can be drawn upon by the Farm
Committee for making capital improvements to the farm both to the
land and to the buildings. The Board went on record, however, of not
putting any more money into the improvement of the farm house. The
tenants have nothing to do with the operation of the farm, and the cost of
maintaining the house takes almost all of the rent that is collected. The
Board sees some advantage in having someone living in the house even
though the tenants have no formal caretaker responsibility for other
buildings on the farm.

A new associate editor for social sciences was appointed — William
Klipec from Drake University. A new associate editor for zoology was
under consideration but the acceptance was not official until fall. That
new associate editor is Nixon Wilson of the University of Northern
Iowa. In the spring of 1977 a new associate editor for geological
sciences was appointed — Dr. Richard Baker of The University of
Iowa.

On recommendation from the Membership Committee a straw vote
on some suggested constitution revisions dealing with changes in
membership categories was conducted in the fall by way of an en-
closure with the first dues statement. The Membership Committee and
the Board of Directors studied these proposed revisions in the light of
the straw vote during the winter months and the resulting proposed
constitution revisions included with the election mailing in March were
approved by the membership with few dissenting votes. (These
revisions appear at the end of this report.)

The budget for 1976-77 involving $44,584 of disbursements was
approved. Included in the budget was an $8,000 state appropriation for
the Proceedings and $16,000 from farm income.

One of the major items taken up by the Board at its second meeting on
November 6, 1976 was a proposed indexing project that was included
as a second-level in the request for a state appropriation for the 1977-79
biennium. The Publications Committee and the Executive Director had
explored in depth the question of whether, in fact, there was a need for
such an index and, if so, whether it should be computer-generated or
whether it should be a manual index. Correspondence with qualified
persons in the indexing field provided the Board with enough informa-
tion to make a decision to propose a manual index of the Proceedings on
the condition that the appropriation from the state were sufficient to
cover the cost during the next two years. Not only did we not get an
appropriation for the indexing project but because of a freakish mis-
interpretation of our appropriation request, the Governor’s budget
included only 56% of what we have been getting the last several years.
(The Governor’s staff admitted that an error was made in putting this
low figure in the Governor’s budget and we expect to make up for it in
1977-78.)

A policy on charges to authors of articles in the Proceedings was
developed by the Publications Committee and approved by the Board at
its November meeting. That policy was circulated widely as a tentative
policy subject to revision.
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