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“cold storage” of space for billions of years before its entry, has its outer layerg
recooled by the slow final descent through the lower part of our air. Sy
immediately after falling, a meteorite would feel cool in your hand. '
In all of recorded history, no meteorite fall has killed a human. Animals haye
occasionally been found dead at the scene of meteorite falls, but no human hag
fallen victim — yet. The most interesting near fatality is the case of an Alabamg
woman who in 1954 was injured by a meteorite which crashed through her home,
It ricocheted off of her radio, striking her and bruising her hip. /
In general, the meteorites which strike the earth can be divided into three
classes. The most common type are referred to simply as “stones.” Thy
constitute approximately 92 percent of all falls. Stones are siliate in nature and
usually resemble ordinary terrestrial rocks. For this reason they are se dom
discovered by accident (Claccio, 1983). j
The next largest category of meteorites are “irons,” constituting 6 percent of
all falls. This group is usually disproportionally represented in musew
however, due to the fact that they are so clearly not typical terrestrial rocks. As
result, they are easily recognizable and most commonly sent in for examination.
They are usually 90 percent iron, and about 10 percent nickel, and have a melted
appearance (Claccio, 1983). |
The third type of meteorite is a combination of the first two known as “stony-
irons.” These represent about 2 percent of all falls. As their name implies, they
commonly exhibit small stone pieces set in a matrix of iron (Claccio, 1983)
An estimated 18 meteorites are identified each year (including new falls and
old finds) (Nininger, 1972). However, the recent discovery that Antarctica is a
ideal hunting ground for ancient meteorites has made this estimate obsolete. I
some locations of Antarctica, meteorites are being recovered by the bucket-ful
One of the most comprehensive reports of lowa’s history of meteorite falls i
found in the April 1958 issue of the Palimpsest, a publication of the lowa Historic:
Society. What follows is heavily abstracted from that article by Ben Hur L

The Marion Meteorite

The first meteorite to fall in Iowa within recorded history occurred
February 25, 1847. As an interesting coincidence, on that same date tk
governor of the state, Ansel Briggs, signed into law the establishment of th
state’s first university in Iowa City. However, the important news in that city an
surrounding Johnson County on that date was not the new school, but the loud
explosions and rumbling heard that afternoon.

Actually, the fall site of the meteorite was approximately 22 miles north of
lowa City. Since the closest town was the then county seat of Marion, it has since
been known as the Marion meteorite. |

In a sparsely settled state, less than a decade old, hundreds of pe
surprisingly heard or saw the meteor in its flight. And at least three eyewit
ses actually saw the stones strike the ground. The meteor itself broke up d
flight. Thus, there is no single exact fall site, but rather what is known
“meteorite field,” approximately a mile and a half across. This field was in r
timber country along the Cedar River.
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