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ASTRONOMY BULLETIN 

THE 1992 SPRING SKY 
April to June 1992 

Figure 1: On the night of April 21 and the morning of April 22, it may be 
possible to see meteors of the Lyrid meteor shower. The meteors will 
appear to originate or radiate from above the constellation Lyra. Figure 
1 shows the approximate location of this radiant. Unfortunately, the 
Moon, which rises at 12:11 a.m., is in a waning gibbous phase and is 75 
percent illuminated. Once the Moon rises it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to see all but the brightest meteors. On a clear dark night, 
approximately 15 meteors per hour may be seen. 

Cassiopeia 

'\_-. ·. 

Cygnus . 

Figure 1 
April 21, 1992 

11:30 PM 

Iowa Science Teachers Journal/Winter 1991-92 

Meteor Radiant · 

19 



Andromeda 

-....:...7 

_,/ · 1 
P,g~--·~·. ·---~ !\ 

J. J Moon O -.lCapricomus 

Pisces 
. / 

20 

·A_) 
/ ■ 

· Mars 

Figure 2 
April 26, 1992 

5:45 AM 

Cygnus 

~ 

o-....._ 
Delphinus 

Figure 3 
May 4, 1992 

2:00 AM 

· Saturn · j 
<~ 

Iowa Science Teachers Journal/Winter 1991-92 



Figure 2: Approximately 30 minutes before sunrise on April 26, the 
Moon, Saturn, Mars and perhaps Mercury may be visible. The Moon 
will be illuminated 36 percent. Saturn will be located about 7° to the 
right of the Moon. Mars will be directly east approximately 11° above the 
horizon. Seventeen degrees to the lower left of Mars, very near the 
horizon, is the planet Mercury. Binoculars may be necessary and would 
certainly improve your chances of seeing these planets in the morning 
twilight. The Sun will rise at 6:17 a.m. 

Figure 3: On the night of May 3 and the morning of May 4, it may be 
possible to see meteors of the Eta Aquarid meteor shower. The meteors 
will appear to originate or radiate low on the eastern horizon, from 
above the constellation Aquarius, at 2:00 a.m. Figure 3 shows the 
approximate location of this radiant. Fortunately, the Moon is new and 
will not interfere with meteor observing. On a clear dark night, about 20 
of these meteors per hour may be seen. 

Figure 4: Early in the morning on May 10, Saturn and Mars will be 
visible. Saturn can be found in the constellation Capricornus, about 23° 
above the horizon. Mars is in the constellation Pisces and can be found 
about 45° to the lower right of Saturn. Mars will be close to the horizon, 
so binoculars may be necessary to see it. Sunrise is at 5:59 a.m. 
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Figure 5: On the night of May 10, the Moon and Jupiter are high in the 
southwest in the constellation Leo. The Moon is illuminated 67 percent. 
Jupiter is approximately 9° to the upper right of the Moon. 

Figure 6: The Moon, Saturn, and Mars will be visible low in the 
southeast before sunrise on May 25. The Moon is illuminated 43 per­
cent. Saturn is 25° to the right of the Moon. Mars is only about 5° above 
the horizon, approximately 33° to the left of the Moon. Binoculars may 
be necessary in order to view this planet. Sunrise is at 5:46 a.m. 

Figure 7: On the night of June 5, the Moon is illuminated 30 percent. 
Jupiter is located in the constellation Leo approximately 16° above the 
Moon. 
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