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FOOTBALL STAFF~ (319:273-6175]

Head Coath MikeDunbér
Asst. Head Coach/Secondary/Special Teafs * Jeff Zenisok
Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers Jay Niergann
Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line Bret Ingalls
Defensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator Todd Eagen
Running Backs/Academic Coordinator Chris Hedden
Steve Beard Quarterbacks
Wide Receivers Garrick McGee
Assistant Secondary Chris Whitmore
Tight Ends/Assistant Offensive Line Jay Kaiser
Secretary Nancy Scoggins
IMPORTANT DATES

Gateway Football Conference Media Day July 27
Freshmen, Transfers Report August 7
Varsity Report August 10
First Practice August 10
Preseason Media Day August 12
First Day in Pads August 13

IN-SEASON INTERVIEW POLICY
The Northern lowa Athletic Media Relations Office and the
football coaching staff are eager to assist the media with
player and coach interview requests. To help in this
endeavor, it is requested that the media contact the Media
Relations Office for all player interviews. Players also may
be interviewed prior to or directly after practice during the
season. Media can contact the football office directly for
all coaching staff interviews. However, Coach Dunbar has
requested those interviews be held Wednesdays through
Fridays between 11 a.m.and 2 p.m. He also is available at
each Monday’s Press Luncheon. Coach Dunbar or his
assistants may be reached in the football office at 319-
273-6175.

PRESS/PARKING
CREDENTIALS

All requests for credentials should be made at least three
days in advance. Credentials are left at the Northwest
entrance Will Call window of the UNI-Dome. In
accordance with recommendations from the Associated
Press Sports Editor’s Association, complimentary passes
will not be available to the media. Only working press will
be assigned seats in the press box. Those media
representatives wishing to purchase tickets are urged to
contact the UNI-Dome Ticket Office (319-273-6131).
Parking is available in the Wellness/Recreation Center lot
located north of the UNI-Dome. Credentialed names will
be left with the parking attendant. A parking pass is not
required.

PRESS BOX

Northern lowa’s working facilities are located on the east
side of the UNI-Dome. Access is available at either the
north or south end staircases. The press box is reserved for
credentialed sportswriters, radio personnel, statisticians,
team filmers, and home and visiting coaching staff.
Scoreboard and public address personnel also are housed
in the press box.

BROADCASTING

Permission to broadcast must be secured at least two
weeks in advance from the Athletic Media Relations
Director at 319-273-6354. Line installations must be
ordered by the individual station through Randy Hayes,

Wl Voite Servicts Manager, ag]l 9273473, Northem

lowa operates.a regiprocal trade-out"systemn for Gateway '

Football Conference teams, #nd the lines ave available to
non-conférenice opponents for a nominat line charge.

Each station will be allocaféd up to three seats and passes.
The broadcast space is located at the south end of the
press box. Only one visifing station or networ
(designated by the visiting team) will be granted
broadcast space.

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Working space for television film crews is limited,
Cameras for working crews should be set up on the
platform in the stands located just below the press Wox,
while team cameras may be set up in the middle photo
bay area in the press box.

PROFESSIONAL SCOUTS
Professional scouts will be accommodated in the press box
as space permits. Each professional club requiring space
should contact the Athletic Media Relations Office at least
two weeks in advance for credentials. Credentials are not
mailed, but will be left at the Northwest Entrance Will Gall
Window of the UNI-Dome.

PRESS BOX SERVICES

Game programs, flip cards, complete statistics, and pre-
game notes are provided at each Panther game. Two
telephones are available post-game in the press box
working area. A light meal will be served at halftime.

POST-GAME INTERVIEWS
Following the 10-minute cooling off period, Coach Mike
Dunbar and requested players will meet the media in the
Panther Room, located at the northeast corner of the
arena, concourse-level. The UNI locker room is open
following the 10-minute cooling off period. Every effort is
made to have the visiting head coach available for
interviews in the Panther Room following Coach Dunbar.
Final post-game arrangements can be made with the
visiting sports information director and those
arrangements will be forwarded to working media.

PRESS LUNCHEONS /i 157

/Northern lowa head toact Mike Dunbjas or one pfhis mﬂ‘ /
/ willbe inattendance at the weekly Préss Linchieons held /

each Monday at 12 noon on the lowet level of Tally's
Grand Cafe on University Avenue. The Press Luncheorts are
gpert to the public

1999 TRAVEL PLANS

Sept. 4 at McNeese State

Depart Waterloo at 11 a.m. on Midwest Express Chatter.
Arrive 1:30 p.m. at Richmond Suites (318-433-5213).
Return immediately following the game to Waterloo at
1:30 a.m. Sunday.

Sept. 11 at Ohio University

Depart Waterloo at 1 p.m.on Midwest Express Charter.
Return immediately following the game to Waterloo at

1:30 a.m. Sunday.
Oct. 2 at lllinois State

Depart Cedar Falls Friday at 12:30 p.m. on Northwest lowa
Transportation charter. Arrive at 5 p.m. at Radisson Hotel
(309-664-6446). Return Saturday immediately following
the game, arriving Cedar Falls at 11:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 at Southwest Missouri State

Depart Waterloo at 9:30 a.m. on Midwest Express charter.
Return immediately following the game to Waterloo at 7
p.m.

Nov. 13 at Western lllinois

Depart Cedar Falls Friday at 1 p.m. on Northwest lowa
Transportation charter. Arrive Macomb Days Inn (309-
833-5511) at 5 p.m. Return immediately following the

game Saturday, arriving Cedar Falls at 9 p.m.

ON THE WEB

Located at www.uni.edu/athletic/, UNI's athletics home
page offers detailed and timely information about all of
the Panther athletic teams. Updated statistics, game
notes, rosters, schedules, student-athlete biographies and
links to the Waterloo Courier articles are just a sampling of
the information that can be found. Internet webcasts and
fan bulletin boards add to the interactive fun. The web
site is updated daily.

DIRECTOR

games, have one daughter, Nicole.
Justis at Work

Justis at Home

FAX

E-Mail

YOUR HOSTESS — ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS

Nancy Justis is in her 20th year as UNI's Athletic Media Relations Director after serving as the school’s
first fulltime assistant. A native of Cedar Rapids, IA, Justis came to UNI in 1974 after one year as a
reporter for the Fort Collins (C0) Coloradoan. She spent two years in UNI's Office of Public Relations
as an assistant editor and news writer, then moved into sports information in 1976, where she
served as the assistant for three years before being named director. She is a member of the Northeast lowa Chapter of
Women in Communications, Inc., the United States Basketball Writers Association and the College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA). She served as chair of CoSIDA's Career Enhancement Committee for several years and has
received various awards for her publications from that organization. Justis eamed her bachelor’s degree from the
University of lowa in 1973. She served as an assistant venue press chief at the 1984 Los Angeles Summer Olympics and at
the 1987 Pan American Games. She and her husband, Bob, who announces Panther home football and men’s basketball

319-273-6354
319-277-3631
319-273-3602
Nancy.Justis@UNI.Edu
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WIRE SERVICE
Assocfated Press: Chuck Schoffneg P.O,/Box 1741, DesMoimes, IR 50306...1-880-453-2113

NEWSPAPERS

*Cedar Rapids Gazette: J.R.Ogden, Sports Editor, 500 3rd Ave.S.E., Cedar Rapids, IA
52401...319-398-8257, 1-800-397-8258

*Des Moines Register: Sports Editor, P0. Box 957, Des Mgines, IA 50304...1-800-532-1455
(1A Only); 1-800-247-5346 (Out of state)

*Northern lowan: Sports Editor, University of Northern lowa, Cedar Falls, 1A 50614...319-
273-2157

Quad City Times: Sports Editor, P0. Box 3828, 124 E.2nd St., Davenport, IA 52801...319-
383-2220

“Waterloo Courier: Kevin Evans, Sports Editor, P.O. Box 540, Waterloo, IA 50704...319-291-
1466

TELEVISION

KCCI-TV: Heidi Soliday, Sports Director, P.0. Box 10305, Des Moines, IA 50306...515-247-
8811

KCRG-TV: John Campbell, Sports Director, 2nd Ave. at 5th St. S.E., Cedar Rapids, IA
52401...319-398-8391

KGAN-TV: Rod Mackey, Sports Director, P0. Box 3131, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406...319-395-
9081

*KWWL-TV: Bryan Lessly, Sports Director, KWWL Bldg., 500 E. 4th St., Waterloo,IA
50703...319-291-1246

PANTHER FOOTBALL ON FOX

Northern lowa football will be well-chronicled on the

air-waves, including on television on FOX 28 & 40. It
will telecast live the Panthers’ game against
Youngstown State at 3:05 p.m. Oct. 23 as part of the
Gateway Football Conference television package
agreement with Two Win Sports Marketing and will
delay telecast at 9 p.m. UNI's game at Ohio on Sept. 11.. FOX 28 & 40
also will produce Mike Dunbar’s weekly coach’s show, which is part
preview, part promo and part pep rally. The 12 shows will air each
\' Saturday at 11 a.m. The TV voice of the Panthers is Rob Brooks.

"R

Rob Brooks

RADIOS

*KCNZ: Tracey Williams, Sports Director, 721 Shirley St., P.O. Box 248, Cedar Falls, 1A
50613...319-277-1918

*KOEL: Gary Rima, Play-by-Play, 1325 1st St.S.E., Oelwein, IA 50662...319-283-3994
WMT: Ron Gonder, Sports Director, P.0. Box 2147, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406...319-395-0533
*The Radio Group: Kelly Neff, Sports Director, Box 1330, Waterloo, IA 50703...319-234-
2200

MISCELLANEOUS

“Gateway Football Conference: Mike Kern, Assistant Commissioner, 1000 Union Station,
Suite 333, St. Louis, MO 63103...314-421-2268; FAX 314-421-3505; Scoreboard 314-569-
5636

*Northern lowa Media Relations: Nancy Justis, Director, UNI-Dome NW Upper, Cedar Falls,
IA 50614-0314...319-273-6354; FAX 319-273-3602

*Scott Peterson, KOEL Color Analyst: 1410 Pin Oak Dr., Cedar Falls, IA 50613

*These outlets would appreciate receiving the weekly press releases and the football
media guide. Other outlets should receive releases the weeks of competition against
Northern lowa.

LOCAL LODGING

Best Western Starlite Village 274 Washington, Wateroa, 1A 50701..:7-800-903-0009
Econo Lodge, 4117 University Ave., Cedar Falls, IA- 50613...319-274-6931

Excel Inn of Waterlog, 3358 University Ave., Waterloo, 1A 50702..,1,800-367-3935

Haliday Inn-Cedar Falls, 5826 University Ave., Cedar Falls, IA 50613...319-777-2230
Holiday Init Convention Center-Waterloo, 4th & Commercial, Waterloo, IA' 50701...319-233-
7560

University Inn, 4711 Wniversity Ave., Cedar Falls, IA 50613...1-800-962-7784

GATEWAY FAX ON DEMAND

The Gateway Football Conference offers media information via the Sports Systems Services,
Inc., of Ft. Lee, N,J. fax-on-demand service at 201-461-4256. Here is the menu:

Gateway Compgsite Sthedule . . & i s csiiiirimdon o b inmaganivaiod 6091
Weekly RRIBaSR S L2500 . . hath vt e S T S R e 6093
B Ly T R e R [V G RS SR (!
Breaking News SRR, .. T E s e e b e 509D
S [ T e e Yot F A Bl ST e A )
4R R i e i 1

Northern lowa Sports Network personalities, analyst Scott Peterson, left, and Gary
Rima, play-by-play.

Hear all Panther home and away football games on the Northern lowa Sports Network.
Flagship station KOEL-FM (92.3 Oelwein/Waterloo/Cedar Falls), with affiliates KWKY (1150
AM Des Moines), KNOD-FM (105.3 Harlan), KLMJ-FM (104.9 Hampton), KGLO (1300 Mason
City) and KMA (960 AM Shenandoah). UNI'S games will also be available on KOEL's website
at www.KOEL.com, beginning sometime this fall.



PANTHERS GREATNESS
_REMAINS IN THEIR FUTURE |

 Expedtations weré hlgh MNoﬂhem'lowi Paad\et

football in 998, But then again, they re alivays high, Thtiwha‘t

Hias tomeAo be expected frod  programthat hasadvariced to
the 1-AX playoffs seven of the last nine years and las been atop
the Gatéway Football Conférence stanidingsmore ofteh than not.

So when the Panthers posted  7-4 record in 1998 and
misséd post-season play for the second consecative season,
evetyone assoclated with the program was disapgointed, and
nebody more than head coach Mike Dunbar, whe is in onfy year
three as UNI's head coach, fresh on the heels of the Panthers’
storied gridiron tradition.

Plagued by injury, the Panthers recovered to win five
straight games at the end of the year, induding defeating
Gateway champion Westemn lllinois and defending national
champion Youngstown State, but the streak was not good enough
for the 1-AA selection committee.

“| just think the (1-AA) committee has a very, very difficult
time selecting 16 teams from 119,” Dunbar said at the end of the
year. “You lose four games, you're out, period. It doesn't matter
who you play. We lost some games early that we shouldn't have
lost when we had some adversity. We won some maybe we
weren't expected to.

“We had our opportunities,” he added. “We played
extremely well at times, and in other parts in games we didn’t
play as well. Hopefully, it'll show our playérs that you need to
prepare every week. Obviously, we did that the last five weeks.
We played with emotion. The players were disappointed,
especially the seniors, but at the same time, they're proud
because they finished the season with their backs against the
wall and showed a lot of character.”

The Panthers definitely do not have anything to be
ashamed about. They are tied with Alabama, Central College,
Northern Colorado and Ohio State as the 24th winningest team in
all divisions in total number of victories since 1990 with 81 wins.
They are the fourth winningest 1-AA team since 1990 with an 81-
31 record (.723). Since 1989, they are the fifth winningest team
in 1-AA with 89 victories.

Since joining the Gateway Conference in 1985, UNI is 122-
49-1(.712) overall and against Gateway opponents, the Panthers
are 66-16 (.805), leading the league in wins. They have won 26
games in the last three years and are 24-9 in regular-season
games. Those 26 wins ranks fifth in 1-AA in total wins from 1996.
UNI has won or shared the conference title nine in the league’s 14
seasons. Last year’s 7-4 record marked the 10th straight season it
has won at least seven games. That stretch has seen the Panthers
compile an impressive 89-34 record.

All this proves is that UNI can't be dismissed in 1999,
because the Panthers once again will field a team full of offensive
fireworks and defensive intensity.

“I think we have a good nucleus back,” said Dunbar.

wﬁﬂy.wsilbeabkwtakeﬂtmomemmmmmﬁw
ifat we fnisted the (1998) seasen with. We had fvereall good

‘Wwitis ‘at the énd o last year. Thekids that yere involved withthat
'/ \barned a great deal — fightidy throughi Adversity, going

through that fosing streak, bging able to come back and focus on
one garve at a time.

“We have more senjors than we've had in the:past. Last
year, we had 13 seniors total, and of those, only about six of them
played. I just feel good about the retumning experiénce guys and
the key thing for this year's senior class is the development of tie
team chemistry and the leadership they provide. We should be
ahead in terms of the chemiistry of the team and the expectations
and the experience those kids gained because of what happened
last year,” he added. :

The 1999 spring roster listed 15 seniors and 16 juniors.
Included in that group are returning offensive starters, running
back Adam Benge, all-American wide receiver Mike Furrey, split
end Eddie Berlin, quarterback Ryan Helming, flanker Jake Soliday,
offensive tackle Matt Beals, and center Brad Meester; and
returning defensive starters, defensive back Brent Browner,
defensive end Jack Mitchell, linebacker Brandon Rutledge,
defensive back Ryan Doak, linebacker Drew Elmer, nose tackle Tim
0'Neill, and all-American linebacker Matt Pedersen.

The Panthers possibly return two of their top four rushers,
their quarterback, four of their top five receivers, and their top
three tacklers.

On the flip side, any team has areas of concern, and UNI is
no different. The Panthers lack experience in the offensive and
defensive lines, lack depth at running back, and both the punter
and placekicker are gone.

QUARTERBACKS

For the first time since 1992, the Panthers will have a
retuming starting quarterback in junior Ryan Helming. He
started the last nine games of 1998 due to the career-ending
injury to Kent transfer Todd Goebbel. Helming finished the season
6-3 as the starter. In UNI's last five consecutive wins, he
completed 103-of-151 passes for 1,267 yards and nine TDs with
only one interception. On the year, he completed over 61 percent
of his passes for 2,475 yards and 16 TDs with only six
interceptions. He set school records for 49 pass attempts and 56
total offensive attempts against Southern lllinois. He was ranked
26th in the nation in total offense and 18th in pass efficiency.

Fifth-year senior Brian Andersen is listed as the backup
heading into the fall and is the only other player with any kind of
game experience, though limited. He played in only two games
last year, completing seven-of-11 passes for 80 yards and two
TDs. Falling in behind Andersen are redshirt freshman Billy
Simon, Ohio transfer, freshman Michael Morrison; and
freshmen Brad Sewell and Trent Mausser. Joining the above

/ séasan,” Bunbar nipted, “Rightnow, Ryan fsthe guy unfil proven / /
/! otherwise: He oliously made much beftgr dedisiogs {the fast  /

CAPSULE OUTLOOK

Head Coach: Mike Dunbar (Washington 72)...3rd year at Northern lowa...9th season as head coach, compiling a 68-17-1 overall
mark, including at Central Washington in 1983 and from 1987-91...Named head coach at Northern lowa January 9, 1997, Dunbar came to
the Panthers after five years as offensive coordinator at the University of Toledo...also served coaching stints at Massachusetts (1984-86)
and as defensive coordinator at CWU (1980-82)...Kodak Region | and Columbia Football Association Coach of the Year (1988,'89,90).

Assistant Coaches: Jeff Zenisek (Central Washington ‘83), Asst. Head Coach/Secondary/Special Teams; Jay Niemann (lowa State
'83), Def. Coord./LBs; Bret Ingalls (Idaho '84), Off. Coord./Off. Line; Todd Eagen (Northern lowa‘91), Def. Line/Recruiting Coord.; Chris
Hedden (Heidelberg College '94) RBs/Academic Coord.; Steve Beard (Northern lowa ‘97), QBs; Garrick McGee (Oklahoma ‘96), WRs; Chris
Whitmore (Montana Tech'98), Asst. Secondary; Jay Kaiser (Bethany‘97), TEs/Asst. Off. Line.

1998 Overall Record: 7-4

1998 Conference Record/Finish: 3-3/T3rd
Offensive Formation: Pro Style

Defensive Formation: 4-3

Starters Lost (10): Offense — 4, Defense — 4, Specialists — 2
7, Defense — 9, Spedialists — 2

Lettermen Lost (18): Offense -

Starters Returning (14): Offense — 7, Defense — 7, Specialists — 0

five games). So'he matured; That was peflected in our ability to
fass the football and our ability to mafntain balace in our |
offense and our style of play.

“This is a good group. It gives us an experienced starfing
quarterback in Helming, and an experienced quarterback in
Andersen who's been through the system, and knows what we're
doing and is a very intelligent player. Simon and Morrison are
battling for the third spot.”

RUNNING BACKS

The Panthers lack depth at running back, but the situation
could improve if senior Justin Roberson is healthy enough to
play in the fall. He's been hampered by injuries his entire career
and played in only the first four games last year, rushing for 97
yards on 25 carries. He missed all of spring ball while
rehabilitating his fractured left ankle. He wasn't cleared to begin
full-speed running until July.

UNI loses the services of leading rusher, converted
linebacker Steve Jenkins, to graduation. Jenkins rushed for 829
yards and a team-high six TDs on 174 carries last year.
Sophomore Adam Benge started three of six games and was the
team’s second-leading rusher with 427 yards and five TDs on 108
carries. Junior Walter Randall will be redshirted after tearing
his left anterior cruciate during spring drills. He was the third-
leading rusher with 178 yards and three TDs on 47 carries in
1998.

Benge, Clemson transfer, senior Dymon Adams;
sophomore Levi Lyle and sophomore Phil Wagner, returning
from injury to spring ball, all will see action. Freshman redshirt
Moses Joseph will add depth, while converted strong safety
Michael Gerrell also showed promise in the spring. Gerrell
played running back in high school.

“We need to get healthy,” Dunbar said. “Walter was
having a good spring until his injury, and Benge improved. He
had as good a year as a freshman as you can ask. He's just one of
those guys who needs to continue to get better in the little things
— the protection things, understanding schemes a little bit
better. Dymon has tremendous physical skills, but he missed
some of spring ball with a shoulder injury. We had four different
starters a year ago. We're trying to build overall depth, trying to
teach the system, and trying to stay healthy.”

WIDE RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS

The Panthers are in great shape at the wide receiver
position with all three starters returing from 1998, including
Walter Payton candidate and all-American Mike Furrey, along
with split end Eddie Berlin and flanker Jake Soliday.

Furrey set school and Gateway Conference records in 1997
with his 82 receptions for 1,291 yards. Last year against Western
lllinois, he caught eight passes to break his own season mark. He
finished 1998 with a league-best 86 passes for 1,074 yards. He
now has 2,363 career receiving yards and joins just four other
league players who have gone over the 2,000-yard receiving
barrier.

Berlin’s 65 catches last year ranks fourth on the Gateway
all-time list. He and Furrey became just the second pair of
Gateway receivers to go over 2,000 combined yards receiving in
the same season, finishing with a combined 2,036 yards. In 1997,
the two gained 1,931 yards.

Berlin tied a school record with his 12 catches against
Southern lllinois last year.

Soliday was the team's fourth-leading receiver behind
Furrey, Berlin and the graduated Dorrick Roy with 20 catches for



237 yards. f

“We really return opr-top fourgays at wide out,"said
Punbgr. “Cody DeHaan 4lways has heen thé fonrthguy. He'had
somé injury problems last year, buf e had & gréat winter and
spring, and he healthy. Those top four are sofid a a rock. Eddie
apd Mike have the most catches, but Jake and Cqdy arevight
there. Theyre experienced, they’ve made big plays. What we
need to do is maintain the fact they can contirfue to Iniprove and
do the little things better. They've improved:their 40 times, their
overall strength, so we're excited about this group. Aaron
Bennett is kind of the fifth guy here, although he was injured
most of the spring. Scott Mikkelson has been with us and
knows the system well and continues to improve.”

Even with Roy’s graduation, the staff feels confident at
tight end with the return of junior Justin Nofal, sophomore
Ryan Hannam and senior Mike Poppen. Nofal started two-of-
nine games in ‘97 and four-of-11 last season, while Poppen
started one-of-10 games and Hannam played in only two games
last year.

“Justin has played a lot,” Dunbar noted. “Now’s the time
for him to establish himself as the starter. He started early last
year, had an injury, really came on and played well the last five
games. All these guys have experience. We use a lot of two tight
end stuff, so we need to decide who plays where. Ryan Walter, a
redshirt, we think has tremendous talent, and we moved Kevin
Dorcy from defense to the tight end position, and he has
tremendous athleticism. We had so much talent at linebacker, all
seniors, we wanted to create and improve our depth at tight end,
so we moved Dorcy. We did not sign any tight ends. The top four
guys, we have one in every class, and we like that distribution.
We go four or five deep here and they're kind of our glorified
fullback. This is solid, but we need to continue to gain
experience.”

OFFENSIVE LINE

Only two starters return in the offensive line — senior
center all-American candidate Brad Meester and senior
offensive tackle Matt Beals. One of the primary focuses in the
spring was to develop team depth in this segment. However,
come fall, there still will be competition here to fill the remaining
holes.

“Beals and Meester are solid as a rock,” Dunbar said.
“(Junior guard) Brad Harms needs to play more consistent. We
moved sophomore Chad Setterstrom from center to tackle. He's
50 good. We didn’t want him behind Meester. Next year, we'll
move him back. He's going to be a player. We spent the spring
looking for that fifth guy to develop. Ryan Ozbun and Brodie
Brelsford are redshirt freshmen, who we like a lot. Aaron Buss
and Jon Murray have been in the system, have played some,
now’s their chance. Harms has started some. There’s potential
here, we just have to bring it out of them.”

Other players with potential include sophomore Ben
Buenzow, and sophomores Matt Zehr and J.D. Rieber. Zehre
was moved over from the defensive line and has been making
good progress. Dunbar says he will contribute and compete for
playing time. Rieber will compete for a starting role.

DEFENSIVE LINE

As with the offensive line, the defensive line also was a
priority in the spring in terms of developing experience and
depth. Again, only two starters return here — senior defensive
end Jack Mitchell and nose tackle, junior Tim 0’Neill. Senior
Matt Peterson is listed as the starter at left end heading into
the fall, while redshirt freshman Robert Hamre is tagged at
tackle.

“Two starters are back, S0 percent experience,” Dunbar
said. “Everyone else is somewhat new to the system. Matt has

playéd some, i limfted rolé, Aowits time to step up, He has the
 /oppoctunjty to be a starter, byt he has to'go st and eam it.

Sophomore Londo Thompgon has been m the program two
years, it's time to step up. We need to find out where those kids
are going to fall in terms of depth.

“Rutchinson tranéfer Rashad Bonner, we expect to help
us inside, add depth, but he was slightly injured in the spring,” /
Dunbar added. “Hamre as a redshirt freshman did some good
things on scout teams and developmental scrimmages, Bonwer
had a good winter, got his weight up, is explosive as can be. He
long-jumped 10-7, that's pretty dam good. Aaron Steelespent
the spring rehabifitating his right knee. The other person here is
sophomore Danny Banks, right now playing behind Mitchell.
Out of this mix, we need to find some people who can give us
some depth.”

0'Neill is the top returning tackler of this group, finishing
‘98 as the team’s seventh-leading tackler with 28 solo and 24
assisted stops. He led the team with six tackles for loss. Mitchell
had a team-high six sacks, ranking sixth in the Gateway, along
with 44 total tackles.

LINEBACKERS

Linebacker is the most experienced position on the team,
with all three starters returning in senior all-American Matt
Pedersen, senior Brandon Rutledge and senior Drew Elmer.
Also retuning is senior Andy Morris, who also handles the long
snapping duties. Senior Luke Wilson will end up redshirting
after having his right shoulder operated on again.

“Matt has produced the last two years,” Dunbar said, "so
that’s not a bad place to start. Drew has played very steady.
Moving into his senior year, he understands what we're going to
do, and Brandon played very well for us a year ago. He's certainly
a talented young man. Those three are excellent, they've had
great winters, their strength’s up, their speed’s down, so this is a
strength of our team.”

Pedersen led the team and was seventh in the Gateway
with 79 solo and 54 assisted tackles, Elmer was third with 39 solo
and 42 assisted tackles, while Rutledge was ninth-high with 20
solo and 25 assisted stops.

“Freshman Nate Smith is a backup right now with Luke
out. He's a very physical kid, and sophomore Adam Vogt
continues to get better and better and we think he has a great
future. Those top six are pretty solid. Freshman Justin Cox has
continued to gain in size and freshman Zach Hall down the road
has some potential. Freshman Carlos Dallis is playing behind
Pedersen heading into the fall.

“But it’s critical for us that we not only realize the
tremendous experience and strength at linebacker, but that we
build the depth for the future. We like the people behind the five,
but we need to get them experience,” Dunbar added.

DEFENSIVE BACKS

Dunbar feels the secondary is in the best shape since he’s
been at the Panther helm, despite the loss of Tyree Talton, who
was drafted by the Detroit Lions in the fifth round, and the move
of Michael Gerrell to running back.

“I like the people back there,” Dunbar explained.
“Sophomore Brent Browner came on and had a great second
half of the season last year and is a retuming starter. Junior Ryan
Doak is a returning starter. Senior Tyler Powell has experience
and played a great deal last year. Junior Regi Vettraino, when
he wasn't hurt, was involved in special teams and had a great
spring, moving into the starting spot for now at strong safety.
Those four give us a nucleus of people who have played. They
haven't all started in the secondary, but the three as no. 1 now
have been a big part of our secondary a year ago and should add.

“We brought in Nebraska transfer, junior Jerome
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/ Pcﬁmn, and i€ has talerit, Hes fistédas the starfer at left

coimer, and we think hell be a real factgr; David Gunn camein/
from junior colfege:(North Dakota Stage Collegerof Science) to #d
depth and exglerience, thugh he migs¢d some time in the spfing
due to injury.

“There'll be great competition still and we just need'to get
it sorted out,” Dunbar added. “We like the overall depth here —
it’s as strong as I've seen it (at UNI). The seqondary is a toligh
place to play in modern football. There’s a fot of stress on the
kids, and we think we have quality candidates with athleticism.”

Doak was the team’s second-leading tackler last year with
110 total stops, incuding 45 solo and 65 assisted tackles. He also
ranked 10th in the league in tackles.

KICKING GAME

“If you're looking for lack of experience, here it is,” Dunbar
said. “This is an area we have to deal with.”

Punter Randy Hall graduated after averaging 39 yards last
season, while kicker Julio Guzman has transferred after making
eight-of-13 field goals and 32-of-34 extra points. Walkon Matt
Malausky and receiver Mike Furrey handled the punting in the
spring, while Buena Vista transfer Chase Young did the kicking.

“We signed a high school kid (Derrick Frost) who we
anticipate will come in and compete, that’s why we signed him,”
Dunbar added. “We looked at (other) transfer guys and high school
kids, and we came to the condlusion that (Frost) was very talented.
We'll continue to evaluate Matt and Chase. This is an area that has
to be started at point A and evaluated all through spring and into
the fall. | have a real concern for the overall development of our
kicking game. None of them are experienced.”

Detroit Lions draftee Tyree Talton handled most of the
kickoff returns a year ago, averaging 27.5 yards, while Furrey is
back to return punts after averaging 10 yards last season.

SCHEDULE

UNI's 1998 schedule was ranked the seventh toughest in
1-AA by the NCAA News, and there’s nothing to say that the 1999
slate won't be looked upon in the same light despite having to
schedule two Division Il schools. The Panthers had difficulty
filling their last open slot. UNI opens with two games on the road
— at 1-AA perennial power McNeese State, which UNI lost to in
overtime last year,and at 1-A Ohio University. It hosts 1-AA
independent Cal Poly for Homecoming, with the remainder of the
schedule taken up by an increasingly balanced Gateway
Conference roster.

“The schedule is tough, that’s nothing new,” Dunbar said.
“McNeese State and Ohio both will be great challenges for us.
Look at the Gateway Conference. We learned a year ago, the
conference is a show-up every Saturday. You better be ready to
play. You make mistakes, you get beat. | think it's a great league.
It's a very balanced league. Everybody's improving, and | think it's
going to be a real dog fight. As usual. But | think we're going to
be a good enough football team that we're certainly going to
show up.”

Ryan Helming
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**Northern lowa was onfy 3-3 at'home {n 1998, the

worst home record since the 1988 team undér Earle
Bruce finished 2-3 at home and 5-6 overdll. Last
year’ first home game really was not at hgme at all,
however, since the Panthers had to play their opener
at Waterloo’s Memorial Stadium becauge the UNI-
Dome’s new roof was not yet completed. The result
from that game was a 20-17 foss in overtime to
highly-ranked McNeese State. Other home losses
were to Southwest Missouri State and lllinois State.
That gives the Panthers a three-game home winning
streak.

The Panthers had a 25-game overall home
winning streak heading into the 1992 1-AA semifinal
game against Youngstown State. The Penguins
snapped the streak with their 19-7 win on December
12. Prior to a September 24, 1994, loss to McNeese
State, UNI had won 29 straight regular-season g
games in the Dome dating back to the 1989
season when it lost 22-14 to Mankato State in
the first game of the year.

UNI is 114-29 (.795) in the UNI-Dome.
Prior to 1998, the Panthers had two consecutive
undefeated seasons in the Dome.

**UNI has been the top Division | program in

the state of lowa since 1985, compiling a 122- K%

49-1 record (.712) since helping to found the
Gateway Conference football division.

The Panthers are tied with Alabama, [

Central of lowa, Northern Colorado and Ohio
State as the 24th winningest team in all
divisions in total number of victories since
1990 with 81 wins. They are the fourth =
winningest 1-AA team since 1990 with an 81-
31 record (.723). Since 1989, they are the fifth-
winningest team in 1-AA with 89 victories
behind Youngstown State’s 100 wins, Dayton
with 99, Georgia Southern with 93 victories, and |
Delaware, which also has won 89 games, but
has three fewer losses than UNI.
**Since joining the Gateway Conference in
1985, UNI is 122-49-1 (.712) overall. Against
Gateway opponents, the Panthers are 66-16-0 (.805),
leading the league in wins.

UNI has won 26 games in the last three years
and is 24-9 in regular-season games. Those 26 wins
ranks fifth in 1-AA in total wins from 1996, behind
Montana’s 30, Western lllinois’ 29, and Florida A&M’s
and Youngstown State’s 27.

**UNI's 1998 schedule was ranked the seventh
toughest in 1-AA by the NCAA News. The slate
included one 1A team, four games against 1-AA Top
25 opponents and two games against 1-AA teams
not ranked at game time but ranked at some other
time during the season. UNI's 10-6 win over Western
lllinois snapped the Leathernecks’ 11-game
conference winning streak. The Panthers still hold
the league record for consecutive Gateway wins at

13, bccomplished from 1993+95.

*%The Panthers placed ‘second 4n the Gateway
Conference in 1997 and tied for third in' 1998,
breaking a string of seven straight shared or outright
titles. - In all, UNI has won or shared the
conference title nine times in the lgague’s 14
seasons. UNI's 1998 7-4 record marked the 10th
straight season it has won at least seven games. That
stretch has seen the Panthers compile an impressive
89-34 record.

UNI began 1998 0-3 in the Gateway for the first
time in league history. The Panthers now are 35-5 in
home Gateway games, with the three losses prior to
last season occuring in 1988.

**UNI is 1-4 in overtime games after losing 20-17
to McNeese State in the second game last year. The
Panthers are 1-1 at home in OT and 1-2 under Coach

Mike Dunbar.

**UNI's double overtime loss to Western lllinois in
1997 and the 20-17 loss in overtime to McNeese
State last year have been the only times this decade
when the Panthers surrendered a halftime lead
(UNI led 9-0 at WIU and 7-0 against MSU). Prior to
that, UNI had a 53-0 regular-season record when
leading at the half.

**|n the history of the Gateway, UNI has more one-
point wins (six) in league games than any other
league member. UNI is 6-3 in league one-point
games.

**The Panthers dropped out of the Sports Network
Top 25 poll for the first time in 1998 the week of
October 10. They remained unranked in the Top 25
polls until being ranked 25th at the end of the regular
season by both the Sports Network and ESPN/USA

Today after winipfng five straight games tofimish the
season. The Panthers had been ragked in a Division
TAK poll, either the NCAA's or the Sporfs Network
pofl, since Septembet 24, 1990, a sfting of 9
consecutive polls, the longest streak in the nation,
until dropping out of the ESPN/USA Today poll the
week of November 3,1997.

**UNI is 82-35 (.701) against 1999 opponents.
**This year’s captains are senior center Brad
Meester and senior linebacker Matt Pedersen.
**Several Panthers should be considered as all-
America candidates, including two-time all-
American wide receiver Mike Furrey, all-American
center Brad Meester,and UNI's top returning tackler
and first team all-conference pick, linebacker Matt
Pedersen.

**Fifteen different players were named to 1998 all-
conference teams, including five first-
teamers. Returning all-conference players
include first-teamers, receiver Mike Furrey,
offensive lineman Matt Beals, center Brad
Meester, and linebacker Matt Pedersen;
second-teamer, receiver Eddie Berlin;
| honorable mention pick, quarterback Ryan
Helming; and all-newcomers, running back
Adam Benge and defensive lineman Jack

L Mitchell.

**Preseason all-conference candidates
should include offensive lineman Matt
1| Beals, wide receiver Eddie Berlin,
B quarterback Ryan Helming, defensive back
Ryan Doak, and linebacker Drew Elmer,
besides Furrey, Meester and Pedersen, to
name a few. Beals was a first team selection a
year ago, Berlin was a second team pick,
Helming was honorable mention. Last year’s
returning  All-Newcomer picks include
running back Adam Benge and defensive
lineman Jack Mitchell.
**UNI's tandem of Mike Furrey and Eddie
Berlin became just the second pair of
Gateway receivers to go over 2,000 combined
yards receiving in the same season in 1998. The
two finished with 2,036 combined yards. In 1997, the
two gained 1,931 yards.
**The Panthers set or tied 15 school records in
1998, five UNI-Dome records and two Gateway
records.
**|N| had Gateway Players of the Week selected
four times in 1998, three times by Don Hansen's
National Football Gazette, induding one National
Spedial Teams selection; and one ESPN/USA Today
Defensive Player of the Week.
**Defensive back and return specialist Tyree Talton
was drafted by the Detroit Lions in the fifth round.
**Two current football players competed in track last
spring — nose tackle Tim 0'Neill and defensive
tackle Robert Hamre.



**UNI plays 1A Ohio Wgiversity Tor the first time on
September Tith. The Pantliers have had some
success against current 1A teams, They are 0-1
agdinst Bowling Green State (1947),0-4 against
Central Michigan (last game in 1970), 0-1-1 against
Colorado State (last game 1926), 4-5 against Eastern
Michigan (last game 1998), 1-12 against lowa (last
game 1997), 2-14-3 against lowa State (last game
1996), 3-0 against Kansas State (last 1989), 0-1
against Minnesota (1987),0-1 versus UNLV (1975), 2-
1 versus Northern lllinois (last 1964), 0-1 against
Oklahoma State (1990), 0-1 against Pittsburgh
(1988), 4-11-2 against Western Michigan (last 1949)
and 0-1 against Wyoming (1993).

Most of the success has come in the last 13

years, with a 6-8 mark against 1A teams since 1985.
**UNIis 49-44-7 in season openers and 6-3 in the
last nine years. UNI defeated 1A Eastern Michigan in
last year's season opener, and opens at 1-AA
perennial power McNeese State September 4th this
year.
**The Panthers ended the 1998 season ranked in
the top 50 nationally in 1-AA in seven individual
categories. Ryan Helming was ranked 18th in
passing efficiency and 27th in total offense, Mike
Furrey was ranked fifth in receptions per game, 18th
in receiving yards per game and 31st in punt returns;
Eddie Berlin was tied for 24th in receptions per
game, Randy Hall was 50th in punting, and Tyree
Talton was 11th in kickoff returns.

As a team, the Panthers were 63rd in rushing,
15th in passing, 18th in total offense, 50th in scoring
offense, 35th in rushing defense, 46th in pass
efficiency defense, 42nd in total defense, were tied
for 16th in scoring defense, were 46th in net punting
and punt returns, 10th in kickoff returns, and tied for
85th in turnover margin.

**UNI made great strides defensively last season,
even though the record remained the same from
1997. In 1997, UNI was ranked 86th in net punting,
40th in kickoff returns, 102nd in rushing defense,
95th in pass efficiency defense, 104th in total
defense, and 101st in scoring defense. Last year's
numbers are given above.

**Team awards handed out at the annual banquet
included senior defensive end Erik Nelson as the
MVP, center Brad Meester was named Best Blocker,
junior linebacker/snapper Andy Morris was named
Special Teams MVP, and senior defensive end Scott
Meredith was given the Stan Sheriff Award,
bestowed upon the player who is most inspirational.
Senior running back Steve Jenkins was given the
Tape Can Award, given to the player by the training
staff who uses the most tape throughout the season.
**All but one of last year's games was played on
artificial turf in 1998, with the one exception the
McNeese State game played at Waterloo’s Municipal
Stadium before the UNI-Dome’s roof was completed.

Over the past eight years, E

UNI is 7-13 on natural [EEcaes
grass, induding 0-4 in §
1997 and 0-1 in 1998, §
and 22-8 on artificial
surfaces on the road. P
Three of UNI's games in
1999 will be played on
natural grass — at
McNeese State, at Ohio,
and at Western lllinois.

**The Panthers have
three new staff
members in receivers coach Garrick McGee, assistant
secondary coach Chris Whitmore and tight ends and
assistant offensive line coach Jay Kaiser. 1998
defensive coordinator Denny Schuler now is a
secondary coach at Stanford, defensive back coach
Paul Haynes is the secondary coach at his alma mater,
Kent, and
quarterbacks
coach  Ryan
Huzijak?}
currently is in
the corporate [y

office with the %-
Chicago White g '
Sox. Several
returning |
assistants have |
been assigned
new positions
or have taken §

Matt Beals

on additional

responsibilities.

*UNI  said

goodbye to 13 s
seniors  in —
19938, Adam Benge
including

quarterback Todd Goebbel, injured in
the second game of the year and lost
for the season; all-American defensive
back and return specialist Tyree
Talton, wide receiver Nate Ludwig, a
workhorse on special teams; defensive [~ o
back Terrance Malone, leading rusher |
Steve Jenkins, punter Randy Hall, |
defensive tackle Dempsey Miller,
defensive end Scott Meredith,
offensive tackles Brian Billick and
Nate Zehr, offensive guard Brian
Beck, defensive end Erik Nelson and
tight end Dorrick Roy. Other familiar
names not returning to the team
include placekicker Julio Guzman and
linebacker Greg McKinstry.
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Bacus, Bfandt * DL’
Banks, Daniel DE
Beals, Matt or
Berge, Addam (]
Bennett, Aaron L
Berlin, Eddie SE:
Boehlke, Jason  LB/DL
Boeve, Addam S
Bohner, Ross oL

Bonner, Rashad )}

Brelsford, Brodie or

Browner, Brent (¢}
Buenzow, Benjamin  0G
Buss, Aaron 06
Cargle, Charles WR
Cox, Justin 0LB
Dallis, Carlos 0LB
DeGoei, Travis DT
DeHaan, Cody WR
Deike, Ben oL
Doak, Ryan FS
Dolash, Jake DE
Dorcy, Kevin TE
Elmer, Drew ILB
Frost, Derrick K/P
Furrey, Mike WR
Gerrell, Michael RB
Gunn, David (8

Gustafson, Chris LB
Hall, Zachary OLB
Hamre, Robert DT
Hannam, Ryan TE
Harms, Brad 06

Harraway, Adrien S
Helming, Ryan QB

Herndon, Jamal DB
Hilton, Brannon WR
Jansen, Justin FS
Joseph, Moses RB
Lyle, Levi RB
Malausky, Matt P
Martin, Matt QB
Mays, Marlus WR
McCorison, Kyle LB
Meester, Brad 0C

Mikkelsen, Scott SE
Mitchell, Jack DE

Mitchell, Matthew DE/LB
Morgan, Terrell DT
Morris, Andy LB
Morrison, Michael QB
Murray, Jonathan 0C
Nath, Tony DE

Nofal, Justin TE
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Marion, A (Cedar Rapids Regis)
Lincoly), E (Southeast]
Watgfldo, IA (East)

Des Maines, IA (Saydel)

Anjkeny, IA (Ankeny)

Des Moines, IA (East)

Yrbandale, 1A (Urbandale)
‘Germantown, Wl (Germantown)
Doon, IA (Central Lyon)

Story City, IA (Roland-Story)
Kansas City, KS (Washington/
Hutchinson)

Perry, IA (Perry)

Davenport, IA (North)

Readlyn, IA (Wapsie Valley)
Parkersburg, IA (Aplington-
Parkersburg)

Joliet, IL (Joliet Township)
Harlan, IA (Harlan)

Columbus, OH (Beechcroft)

Sioux City, IA (North)

Orange City, IA (MOC-Floyd Valley)
Marshalitown, A (Marshalltown)
Lincoln, NE (Southeast)

Laurel, IA (East Marshall)

Grove City, OH (Grove City)

Cedar Falls, IA (Cedar Falls)

St. Louis, MO (Clayton)

Hilliard, OH (Hilliard/Ohio State)
Crawfordville, FL (Wakulla/Kentucky)
Billings, MT (Skyview/North Dakota
State College of Science)

Gallup, NM (Gallup/Nebraska)
Burlington, IA (Burlington)
Bloomfield, IA (Davis County)
St.Ansgar, IA (St. Ansgar)
Grundy Center, IA (Grundy Center/
lowa)

Columbus, OH (Northland)
Springfield, MO (Kickapoo)
Columbus, OH (Marion Franklin)
Indianola, IA (Indianola)
Grinnell, 1A (Grinnell)

Glenview, IL (Glenbrook South)
Keota, IA (Keota)

Manchester, IA (West Delaware)
West Des Moines, IA (Valley)
Kansas City, MO (North Kansas City)
Altoona, Wl (Altoona)
Parkersburg, IA (Aplington-
Parkersburg)

Dike, IA (Dike-New Hartford)
Redondo Beach, CA (Redondo
Union/lowa State)

Waupaca, Wl (Waupaca)
Milwaukee, W! (Greenfield)
Riceville, IA (Riceville)

Kenton, OH (Kenton/Ohio)

Clear Lake, IA (Clear Lake)
Estherville, 1A (Estherville-Lincoln
Central/lowa Lakes/NIACC)
Overland Park, KS (Blue Valley
Northwest)

95
47
29

Pantazis, Jotn
Pederseh, Matt

Petersgn,Jerore /(B /

Petgrson, Matt/ | DE
Poppen, Mike, / . TE
Powell, Tyler FS

Rhone, Dedrick B

Rice, Josh TE

Richtsmeier, Brad WR/DB
Rieber, Joseph or
Roberson, Justin RB
Rutledge, Brandon  OLB

Schmidt, Nate LB
Setterstrom,Chad 0T
Simon, Billy QB
Smith, Nathan ILB
Soliday, Jake SE
Steele, Aaron NT
Stimmel, Chris ]
Swanson, Matt TE

Szymanski, Gordon LB
Tecklenburg, Aaron  DE

Thomas, Edward oL

Thompson,Londo  DE

Tierney, Casey LB
Vettraino, Regi SS
Vogt, Adam 0LB
Wagner, Phil RB
Walter, Ryan TE
Young, Chase PK
Zehr, Matt 06
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5-10
5-10
63
63

61
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230
175

210

20
155
260
215
218
205
267
180
2
184
255
185
239
205
240

275

231
210
197
219
194
212
193
278
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Davéngort, I (ssamption), /|
Overland Parig ¥S (BlugVaifey W) /
fowa Gity, IA{lty) | / §
Rudson, 1A [Hudson) /

Baton Rouge, LA (Part Allen/
Nebraska}

Cedar Falls, IA (Cedar Falls)
Geneseo, 1L ().0.Damall Senior):
Plains, KS (Southwestern Heiglits/
Gardep City)

Surinyville, CA
(Homestead/Hutchinson J§)
Cedar Rapids, IA (Linn-Mar)

Cedar Falls, IA (Cedar Falls)

lowa Falls, IA (lowa Falls)
Davenport, IA (North)

Tama, IA (South Tama/lowa State)
Waterloo, IA (East)

Northfield, MN (Northfield)
Massillon, OH (Massillon Jackson)
Clive, 1A (Des Moines Dowling)
Mansfield, OH (Mansfield)

Gary, IN (Merillville)

Tiffin, IA (Clear Creek Amana)
Dayton, A (Ogden)

Downers Grove, IL (North)
Marshalitown, 1A
(Marshalltown/lowa)

Cleveland Heights, OH (Cleveland
Heights)

Apple Valley, MN (Burnsville)

Alta Vista, IA (New Hampton)
lowa Falls, IA (lowa Falls)
Manchester, IA (West Delaware)
Fayette, IA (North Fayette)
Charles City, |A (Charles City)
Johnston, IA (Johnston/Buena Vista)
Fort Dodge, IA (Senior)
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' Harraway, Adrien

Adams, Oymogl

Berlin, Eddi¢
Furrey, Mike
Gunn, David

Browner, Brent
Wagner, Phil
Peterson, Jerome
Mitchell, Jack

Andersen, Brian
Morrison, Michael
Helming, Ryan
Simon, Billy
Gerrell, Michael
Vettraino, Regi
DeHaan, Cody
Rutledge, Brandon
Roberson, Justin
Joseph, Moses
Malausky, Matt
Benge, Adam
Powell, Tyler

Dallis, Carlos
Herndon, Jamal
Hall, Zachary
Young, Chase
Stimmel, Chris
Smith, Nathan
Lyle, Levi

Schmidt, Nate
Tecklenburg, Aaron

Poppen, Mike
Pedersen, Matt
Doak, Ryan
Gustafson, Chris
Setterstrom, Chad
Morris, Andy
Nath, Tony

Vogt, Adam
Cox, Justin

Elmer, Drew
Harms, Brad

Buss, Aaron
Meester, Brad

Brelsford, Brodie
Muray, Jonathan
Buenzow, Benjamin
Thomas, Edward

Rieber, Joseph
Beals, Matt
Zehr, Matt
Ozbun, Ryan
Dorcy, Kevin
Swanson, Matt
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R8

1
WR
(B

8
R8
(¢}
DE

Q8
Q8
QB
Q8
RB
S
WR
oLs
RB
RB
P
R8
FS

oLB
DB
oLs
PK
B
ILB
RB
ILB
DE

TE
oLs
FS
LB
or
I8
DE

OLB
OLB
I8

or
or

06
TE
TE

60

60
510
58

58
5-8
5-8
64

6-0
60
6-2
6-3
59
6-2
5-1
6-0
59
59
1

51
5-10

59
5-10

5-10
5-10
6-1
6-3

6-2

6-2
6-2

6-1
6-0

6-2
6-1
6-3
6-5

64

e o8 5

6-3
6-5
6-3

6-3
6-3

bR

231
)]
185
165

177
194
183
253

202
202
213
180
189
197
184
218
215
190
203
M9
175

195
175
213
193
185
2
219
205
240

230
21
194
20
267
20
228

219
297
220
283

280
292

281
268
275
275

260
277
278
257
22
239

Sr.
SK:
I

Sr.

So.
Sr.
I
I
Sr.

Fr.
I

Fr.

* HOMETOWN (High School)C)

Columbys, OH (Nowatid)
Fletcher,NC

(Rolierson/Ellsworth/ Clémson)
Utbandale, 1A (Urbandale)
Bilhiard, OH (Hilliard/Ohfo State)
Billings, MT (Skyview/North Daksta
State College of Science)
Davenport, IA (North)

Fayette, IA (North Fayette)

Baton Rouge, LA (Port Allen/Nebraska)
Redondo Beach, CA (Redondo
Union/lowa State)

Marion, IA (Cedar Rapids Regis)
Kenton, OH (Kenton/Ohio)
Springfield, MO (Kickapoo)
Massillon, OH (Massillon Jackson)
Crawfordville, FL (Wakulla/Kentucky)
lowa Falls, IA (lowa Falls)

Orange City, IA (MOC-Floyd Valley)
Tama, IA (South Tama/lowa State)
Davenport, IA (North)

Glenview, IL (Glenbrook South)
Manchester, IA (West Delaware)
Ankeny, |A (Ankeny)

Plains, KS (Southwestern Heights/
Garden City)

Columbus, OH (Beechcroft)
Columbus, OH (Marion Franklin)
Burlington, IA (Burlington)
Johnston, IA (Johnston)

Tiffin, IA (Clear Creek Amana)
Clive, 1A (Des Moines Dowling)
Keota, IA (Keota)

Waterloo, |A (East/Upper lowa)
Marshalitown, IA
(Marshalitown/lowa)

Geneseo, IL ().D. Darnall Senior)
Hudson, IA (Hudson)

Lincoln, NE (Southeast)

Gallup, NM (Gallup/Nebraska)
Northfield, MN (Northfield)
Riceville, IA (Riceville)

Estherville, IA (Estherville-Lincoln
Central/lowa Lakes/NIACC)
Manchester, IA (West Delaware)
Harlan, IA (Harlan)

Cedar Falls, IA (Cedar Falls)
Grundy Center, IA (Grundy Center/
lowa)

Parkersburg, IA (Aplington-
Parkersburg)

Parkersburg, IA (Aplington-
Parkersburg)

Perry, IA (Perry)

Clear Lake, IA (Clear Lake)
Readlyn, IA (Wapise Valley)
Cleveland Heights, OH (Cleveland
Heights)

lowa Falls, IA (lowa Falls)

Des Moines, IA (Saydel)

Fort Dodge, IA (Senior)

Overland Park, KS (Blue Valley NW)
Grove City, OH (Grove City)
Dayton, IA (Ogden)

82 Mikkelsén, Scott’ '/ '/ /SE/ 1510/
8 Sofidag, Jake [ISEL 61
84 Walter, Ryan [1TE 64
85 Rice: Josh T /65
86 Bennett, Agron fLo58
87 Nofal, Justin/ TE . 64

89 Hannam, Byap T 63

90 Bonner, Rasiad T 60
971 Hamre, Robert DT 64
92 Thompspn,Llondo  DE  6-2
93 Dolash,Jake DE 63
95 Peterson, Matt DE 64
97 0'Neill, Tim NT 51
98 Banks, Daniel DE 63
9 Steele, Aaron NT 5-10
PRONUNCIATION KEY

Dymon Adams — DI-mun
Brandt Bacus — BACK-us
Adam Benge — BEN)

Jason Boehlke — BELL-key
Adam Boeve — BOOV-ee

Ross Bohner — BAAN-er
Rashad Bonner — Rah-SHOD
Benjamin Buenzow — BEN-z0
Aaron Buss — BUS

Travis DeGoei — De-G0O-ee
Ben Deike — DIKE-ee

Mike Furrey — FUR-ee

Michael Gerrell — JER-el
Robert Hamre — HAM-mer
Ryan Hannam — HAN-um
Jamal Herndon — Ja-MALL
Scott Mikkelsen — MICK-el-sen
Terrell Morgan — Tur-REL

Tony Nath — NAATH

Justin Nofal — NO-fall

John Pantazis — Pen-TAZE-is
Mike Poppen — POP-en

Brad Richtsmeier — RICH-myer
Joseph Rieber — RY-ber

Chris Stimmel — STIM-mel
Gordon Szymanski — Szee-MAN-ski
(asey Tierney — TEER-ney

Regi Vettraino — Vay-TRON-o
Adam Vogt — VOTE

Matt Zehr — ZEER

258
231
23
244
280
220
255

" (.’ 'HOMETOWN Migh Scheol/JQ)

St 7 Dike, IA (DikeNew Hartiprd)
Jr. ©/ Mansfield/QH (Mansflefd)
Fr. | Charles Gity, 1A (Chégles City)
So. / ' Cedar Rapids, I (Lifa-Mar)
Jr.  DesMéires, IA (Eakt)
Jr. Overland Pack,K$ (Blue Valley.
Northwest)
So.  St.Awmsgar, IA (5t. Ansgar)
Jr. Kansas City, KS
(Washingtop/Hutchinson)
Fr.  Bloomfield, IA (Davis County)
So.  AppleValley, MN (Bumsville)
Jr. Laurel, IA (East Marshall)
Sr. . Cedar Falls, IA (Cedar Falls)
Jr.  Davenport, |A (Assumption)
So.  Waterloo, IA (East)
Fr.  Gary,IN (Merillville)

NORTHERN
FOW-A
FOOTBALL




[END 0!" SPRINE ERILLSJ

1 599 PRESEASHN DEPTH CHIIRT

OFFENSE

3 Eddie Berlin** I 60 192

E 86 Aaron Bennett ) 4 58 180

TomKehe fr 51 169

/) Matt Beals*** Sr. 65 277

L 65 Brodje Brelsford ~ Fr. 6-4 281

61 Aaron Buss* I 6-5 280

L 79 Ryan Ozbun Fr. 6-4 257

68 Ben Buenzow So. 6-4 275

63 Brad Meester***  Sr. 6-4 292

67 Jon Murray /4 6-4 268

60 Brad Harms* I 6-3 283

R 78 Matt Zehr Fr. 6-3 278

51 Chad Setterstrom  So. 6-4 267

75 J.D.Rieber* So. 6-3 260

87 Justin Nofal** /A 6-4 248

89 Ryan Hannam* So. 6-3 234

47 Mike Poppen** Sr. 6-2 230

15 Ryan Helming™*  Jr. 6-2 213

n Brian Andersen***  Sr. 6-0 202

16 Billy Simon Fr. 6-3 180

28 Adam Benge* So. 51 19

2 Dymon Adams Sr. 6-0 231

4 Levi Lyle So. 6-0 219

4 Mike Furrey** Sr. 5-10 185

19 Cody DeHaan** /4 5-1 184

F L 83 Jake Soliday** I 6-1 184
*Letters Earned

K 37 Chase Young So. 5-10 193

25 Matt Malausky So. 51 203

4 Mike Furrey** Sr. 5-10 185

n Brian Andersen***  Sr. 6-0 202

15 Ryan Helming**  Jr. 6-2 213

16 Billy Simon Fr. 6-3 180

LE:
NT-
DT
RE:
SAM:
MIKE:
WILL:
(B:
SS'
FS:
(B

SPECIALISTS

KR:
PR’
LS

'DEFENSE

Matt Peterson™** ~ Sr. 6-4 244
Londo Thompson~ S0 6-2 pE|
Tony Nath Sr. 6-0, 28
Tim 0'Neill** . 511 280
Aaron Steele Fr. 5-10 255
Robert Hamre Fr. 6-4 258
Rashaad Bonner  Jr. 6-0 265
Jack Mitchell* Sr. 6-4 253
Danny Banks® So. 6-3 220
Brandon Rutledge* Sr. 6-0 218
Adam Vogt* So. 6-4 219
Justin Cox Fr. 6-2 217
Drew Elmer** Sr. 6-1 220
Andy Morris™** Sr. 6-1 230
Nate Smith Fr. 6-1 2
Matt Pedersen***  Sr. 6-0 221
Carlos Dallis Fr. 59 195
Zach Hall Fr. 6-0 213
Jerome Peterson U, 5-8 183
Chris Stimmel So. 5-10 185
Jed Hemann So. 5-1 183
Regi Vettraino**  Jr. 6-2 197
Adrien Harraway . 5-1 190
Hector Guerra So. 5-10 186
Ryan Doak™** I 6-2 194
Tyler Powell* Sr. 5-10 175
J.V.Williams Fr. 6-2 196
Brent Browner*  So. 5-8 177
David Gunn 3 5-8 165
Charles Clark . 5-10 181
Jerome Peterson  Sr. 5-8 183
Mike Furrey** Sr. 5-10 185
Eddie Berlin** 3 6-0 192
Mike Furrey** Sr. 5-10 185
Cody DeHaan** /3 5-1 184
Eddie Berlin** . 6-0 192
Drew Elmer** Sr. 6-1 220
Robert Hamre Fr. 6-4 258
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mantle as Northem lowa’s head feotball
coaclt on January 9, 1997, he bad the
daunting task of replacing Terry Allen, who
had stamped his own legacy on the Panther
gridiron program by catapulting the (ats
into the 1-AA playoffs seven straight
campaigns.

It's one thing taking over a losing
program. It's quite another accepting the
reins of a program that had won or shared
seven straight conference titles. Considering
Allen and Panther football had been almost
synonomous since Allen played for UNI, was
a graduate assistant, then a fulltime
assistant, before moving up to the head
position, Dunbar had large shoes to fill.

“We are trying to,and hopefully always
will, respect the tremendous tradition that
Coach Allen and (Darrell) Mudra and (Stan)
Sheriff and everybody else has built here,”
Dunbar has said. “We want to honor that
tradition, but | have to coach what | know in
the way | know it.

“| think the bottom line is that the kids
want a chance to compete and they want a
chance to win. It isn't Mike Dunbar or Terry
Allen. UNI has a great program and great

*‘When Mike Dunbar assumed the

tradition, and it's just Ay turn to try and
keep it going.”

Dunbar, his staff and the players
almost pulled out the Panthers’ eighth
straight Gateway Conference title and
subsequent trip to the 1-AA playoffs in his,
first season despite the trials and
tribulations of transition, but a fluke play in
the closing seconds of requlation - at
Western lllinois and the eventual loss in
overtime dropped UNI to second place in
the league at the end of the year. A 7-4
overall record wasn't enough to propel it
into the playoffs.

A second consecutive 7-4 record also
was not good enough in 1998, with the
Panthers finishing 3-3 in the Gateway,
tying for third place. With the team losing

and I'm even more excited now to
have the opportunity to lead this
program with such great tradition.”

appointment as Northern lowa’s
head football coach.

Name: Michael L.Dunbar

Born: Dec.31,1948

Age: 50

Hometown: Galesburg, IL

Education: BA Washington, 1972, MA Pacific Lutheran, 1979;
Also attended Michigan State from 1967-71

Career Record: 68-17-1,8 years

UNI Record: 14-8-0, 2 years

Honors: Kodak Region I, Columbia Football Association Coach
of the Year, 1988, 1989, 1990

College Coaching Experience:

1980-82, Defensive Coordinator, Central Washington
1983, Head Coach, Central Washington

1984-86, Offensive Coordinator, Massachusetts
1987-91, Head Coach, Central Washington

1992-96, Offensive Coordinator, Toledo

1994-96, Assistant Head Coach, Toledo

Mike Dunbar, at the time of his |/

1997-Present, Head Coach, Northern lowa

its starting quarterback for the year late in
the second game, it took a few games for the
new signal caller to get on track. The fact
the Panthers won five straight games to end
the campaign, including defeating league
champion Western lllinois and defending
national champion Youngstown State, was
overlooked by the selection committee.

“Sitting there at 2-4, to finish the
season with five straight wins is just a
tribute to this senior group and the
leadership,” Dunbar said at the end of the
season. “We kind of had to struggle through
some adversity early in the season with
some injuries and changes in our team. It
took us awhile to regroup, but once we did,
we really played well. We (were) playing
hard-nosed, emotional, intense, and
executing well — UNI football.

“When we lost our quarterback, | think
we had to reestablish the chemistry and
leadership of our team. Other people had to
step up and assume a more aggressive role,
more of a leadership role. A big group of
upperclassmen stepped forward when their
backs were against the wall. They've been
through this tremendous tradition and pride

12

that UNI has, and they kind of made up their
minds they were going to go and finish this
thing right.”

Dunbar’s third year just might be the
charm. Afterall, he knows all about losing
and winning, and making losers into
winners. His career record now is 68-17-1,
with a 54-9-1 mark compiled in six seasons
at NAIA Central Washington, ranking him
first in winning percentage (.852) at the
time among active NAIA head coaches.

Prior to being named head coach in
1983, he served three years as the Wildcats'
defensive coordinator. Before his arrival as
an assistant, (WU had won a total of only
four games in three seasons and was
considered one of the worst programs in the
Northwest. In 1980, his first year as an
assistant, the team finished 1-8 overall, then
the program was turned around.

Dunbar’s tenure at (WU was
interrupted after his first year as head coach
when he left in 1984 to take the offensive
coordinator position at Massachusetts, a
spot he held until 1986. UMass had been a
perennial loser and was 3-8 in ‘84, then

S



8 910
1989 10-1-1

_ NAIA Playoffs
1 1990 1-1-0 NAIA Playoffs
1991 9-1-0 NAIA Playoffs
Central Washington: 54-9-1,Two No. 1 National Rankings
1997 7-4-0
1998 740

Northern lowa: 14-8-0

Dunbar at Northern lowa

Team w L
(al Poly 1 1
Eastern Michigan 1 0
lllinois State 1 1
Indiana State 2 0
lowa 0 1
Mankato State 1 0
McNeese State 0 2
Southern lllinois 1 1
Southern Utah 1 0
Southwest Missouri State 1 1
Stephen F. Austin 1 0
Western lllinois 1 1
Winona State 1 0
Youngstown State 2 0

Bowl. It was ranked in all three majgr polts
— 22nd by UPI,24th by AP and 24th by
CNN/USA Today. The Rockets set 21
offensive schoel records, induding most
points and most rushing TDs, and the team
finished second in the MACiin total offense
after leading the league the previous year.

Panther fans haven't lost the wide open
offensive style and attacking defense
under Dunbar which has brought
thousands to their feet in the UNI-Dome
under previous regimes. He has great
respect for both sides of the football.

“I'm a great believer in balance in the
offense,” Dunbar has said. “We're not going
to be three yards and a cloud of dust. We're
going to spread the field and we're going
to go after people. Balance to me means

finished with 7-4 and 8-3 records the next
two campaigns. He then made the trek back
across the country to (WU, where he was
head coach from 1987-91. In 1992, he was
named offensive coordinator at Toledo and
was promoted to assistant head coach in
1994.

While at (WU, his teams earned two
no. 1 national rankings, made the playoffs
six times and, in 1991, extended a reqular-
season win streak to 40 games, finishing 9-
0. In fact, the Wildcats were ranked among
the NAIA Top 20 each year during Dunbar’s
tenure. Three straight years (1988,89 and
‘90), he was named the Columbia Football
Association Coach of the Year, as well as
Kodak’s Region | Coach of the Year.

(WU led the CFA in scoring, total
offense, passing and net punting in 1991,
while the total offense and scoring averages
ranked second in the nation.

Toledo, on the otherhand, was 36-18-2
during Dunbar’s five years as an assistant.
The 1995 squad was 11-0-1 overall, won the
Mid-American Conference title and defeated
Nevada 40-37 in overtime in the Las Vegas

you throw the ball on first down, you don't
wait until it’s third-and-10.

“We're going to be an attacking-style
defense. We're going to mix even and odd
fronts. I've coached quarterbacks and I'm
going to do things that bother quarterbacks.
| don’t want the quarterback to be able to
come out of the huddle and sit there and
know what the defense is in. We're going to
disquise coverages, we're going to move
some people around, we're going to be an
attacking, aggressive, get-up-field defensive
football team.

“| think the greatest team stat is
turnover ratio. It's the one stat that | am
concerned about...I've always approached
the game, no matter where I've coached,
basically the same. | think it's a matter of
building a solid foundation for your
fundamentals...| consider myself a teacher
and an educator. My classroom just happens
to be on the football field.”

Dunbar earned a bachelor of science
degree from Washington in 1972 and a
master of arts degree from Pacific Lutheran
in 1979. He was an assistant at PLU from
1976-78 and head baseball coach at Puget
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Sound from 1979-80 beforg joining the (WY
staff for the first time.’ He coached the
quarterbyacks, running backs and wide
receivers at PLU. In his three seasons; the
Lutes went 20-9 overall.

He graduated from Lakes High School
in Tacoma, WA, in 1967, lettering in football,

basketball and baseball. He played
defensive back and was a pitcher at
Michigan State and also played baseball at
Washington. After receiving his B.A. from
Washington in 1972, he received his
master’s in school administration from PLU
in1977.

Immediately following graduation
from UW, he taught and coached in the
Clover Park School District in Tacoma, where
he continued to teach after joining the PLU
staff. He also was an assistant baseball
coach in 1981 and head baseball coach in
1982 and ‘83 at CWU.

Dunbar was born December 31, 1948,
in Galesburg, IL. He and his wife, Linda, are
the parents of two children, Troy, 19, and
Lori, 18.
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JEFF ZENISEK
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH
SECONDARY/SPECIAL TEAMS
COORDINATOR
(3RD SEASON)

No stranger to head coach

Mike Dunbar, Jeff Zenisek
joined his former coach as
wide receivers assistant in
1997, was promated to
assistant head coach last year,
and will coordinate the
secondary and special teams
this season.

Zenisek played offensive
center at Central Washington in 1980-81, earning all-
district honors and the team’s Best Block Award in 1981.
Dunbar was an assistant for both of those squads.

Prior to arriving at UNI, Zenisek spent five seasons
as head coach at CWU, compiling a 35-17-1 record. His
teams finished second four times in the league race, and
he led the Wildcats to a 10-3-1 mark in 1995 and a share
of the NAIA Division Il national title, sharing with Findlay
(OH). In all, (WU qualified for the NAIA national
tournament twice. In addition to reaching the title game
in 1995, the team reached the quarterfinals in 1993
before losing to eventual national champion Pacific
Lutheran.

Zenisek was Dunbar’s defensive coordinator at (WU
and also coached the defensive backs for two years prior
to being named head coach. He also served two seasons
at (WU (1982-83) and two at Washington State (1984-85)
as a graduate assistant. Prior to joining the CWU staff in
1990, he was the head coach at Orcas Island High School
in Eastsound, WA, from 1986-90, where he also served as
athletic director and head girls basketball coach.

Born February 8, 1959, in Riverton, WY, he grew up
in Dubois, WY, graduating from Pinedale High School in
1977. Besides football, he also lettered in basketball and
track. He eamed all-conference honors as a linebacker
and was named team captain and best blocker. He played
one season at Wenatchee Valley College and one season at

Mt. Hood Commanity College before enraliing at CWU.
Zenisek has coached five UNI ali-conference
pelections, induding second-team all-American Mike
Furrey.
Zenisek and his wife, Robin, have an eight-year-old
daughter, Jordan.

THE ZENISEK FILE

Education:
B.A. (Central Washington University, 1983
M.A. Central Washington University, 1984

College Coaching Experience:
1998 Northern lowa
Assistant Head Coach/Wide Receivers
1997 Northern lowa
Wide Receivers
1992-97 (entral Washington
Head Coach
1990-97 Central Washington
Defensive Coordinator
1984-86 Washington State
Graduate Assistant
1982-84 Central Washington
Graduate Assistant

BRET INGALLS

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR
OFFENSIVE LINE COORDINATOR
(3RD SEASON)

Prior to joining Coach Mike
Dunbar’s staff, Bret Ingalls
spent two years as offensive
coordinator and offensive line
coach at the University of
Louisville. In 1995, one of his
tackles was named all-
American by Football News,
College Sports and the
Associated Press.

Ingalls joined the Louisville staff after spending the
1994 season as offensive line coach at Eastern Michigan,
and was promoted to offensive coordinator following the
team’s seventh game of the year. The team averaged 36.6
points and went 4-0 the rest of the season.

Prior to his stint at
EMU, he was running
backs coach in 1989 and |
1993, offensive line
coach from 1990-92 and
offensive coordinator
from 1992-93 at San
Diego State. All-
American Marshall Faulk,
the nation’s leading
rusher in 1991 and 92,
was coached by Ingalls.
Faulk went on to play for §
the Indianapolis Colts.
SDS played in the 1991
Freedom Bowl.

His first coaching
job was at Idaho,
assisting with the

]

Junning backs from 1986-88, the offensive line from
1984-85 apd the defensive backs as aspudentagsistant
from 1982-83. The Vandals were the Big Sky £gnferente
champions in 1982,'85,'87 and '88.

At UNI, he has coached seven all-conference playeys,
including honorable mention all-American Andy Pattee,
and second-team all-American center Brad Meester.

Ingalls is a 1984 graduate of Idaho. He was a two-
year starter at running back at Wichita State from 1979-
81,and also played at Colorado one year.

Born August 19,1960, in San Jose, CA, he graduated
from Snohomish, WA, High School where he earned all-
America honors. A multi-sport athlete, he also
participated in basketball and baseball.

He and his wife, Diana, are the parents of two sons,
Samuel and Jack.

THE INGALLS FILE

Education:
B.A. Idaho, 1984

College Coaching Experience:
1997-Present Northern lowa
Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line
1995-96 Louisville
Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line
1994 Eastern Michigan
Offensive Line
1992-93 San Diego State
Offensive Coordinator
1989,1993 San Diego State
Running Backs
1990-92 San Diego State
Offensive Line
1986-88 Idaho
Running Backs
1984-85 idaho
Assistant Offensive Line
1982-83 Idaho

Student Assistant




JAY NIEMANN
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR
LINEBACKERS
(3RD SEASON)

Jdy Niemann made the
Journey from Des Moines, IA,
to Cedar Falls to take over
coaching the Panther
B defensive secondary after

| spending the previous eight
| seasons at Drake University.
He moved over to coach the
| linebackers last season, and
" this year, he has been
promoted to defensive coordinator and still will oversee
the linebackers.

Niemann was the defensive coordinator and
secondary coach for the Bulldogs. Drake defenses had top
10 1-AA rankings in rushing defense, total defense, scoring
defense and pass efficiency defense from 1994-96.

From 1987-88, he served as graduate assistant at
Washington, where he also worked with the defensive
backs. While there, UW played in the 1987 Independence
Bowl against Tulane.

In 1986, Niemann was a volunteer assistant
working with inside linebackers at Washington and was
elevated to fulltime responsibilities with the outside
linebackers for the Sun Bowl game against Alabama. And
in 1985, he was the inside linebackers coach and
coordinator of special teams at Western Washington.

Under his direction in 1997, comerback Tyree Talton
was named first team all-conference:and honorable
mention all-American. In total with the Panthers, he has
coached two all-conference selections and two all-
Americans

Raised in lowa, Niemann is a 1979 graduate of Avo-
Ha Community High School in Avoca. He was a first team
all-stater in 1977 and ‘78, a two-time all-conference pick
and was selected team captain for the lowa Shrine Bowl
All-Star team in 1979. He also lettered in basketball, track
and baseball.

He received his bachelor’s degree in physical

THE NIEMANN FILE
Education:

B.A. lowa State University, 1983

M.A. Western Washington University, 1987

College Coaching Experience:
1998 Northern lowa
Linebackers
1997 Norther lowa
Secondary
1989-97 Drake
Def. Coordinator/Secondary
1987-88 Washington
Graduate Assistant
1986 Washington
Volunteer
1985 Western Washington
Linebackers/Coord. Special Teams
1983 lowa State
Student Assistant

. education from lowa Statei;! 1983 and wasa lefteraran at
./ inebacker for the Cycloneg from 1979-82. He went on to

réceive his master’s fromWestern Washjngton in 1987,
Niemann and hislwife, Lou Ann, are the parents of
two sons, Benjamin, age four; and Nicholas, almost two,

TODD EAGEN
DEFENSIVE LINE
RECRUITING COORDINATOR

(8TH SEASON)
The only holdover from Terry
Allen’s staff, Todd Eagen is in
his eighth season as an
assistant with the Panthers.

Eagen played defensive
end for Northern lowa from
1986-90. A four-year
letterman, he was selected
honorable mention all-
conference his junior year and to the second team his
senior year. He also was a team co-captain and co-MVP
his senior year, after setting a school record for most sacks
in a single season with 14.

He previously has assisted with the Panther tight
ends, in addition to the defensive line. Tight end Matt
Harken received first team all-conference honors and was
named honorable mention all-American by the Sports
Network and Football Gazette in 1994. In all, Eagen has
coached five all-conference selections and three all-
Americans.

A graduate of Oskaloosa (IA) High School, he was a
two-time all-conference pick and a second-team all-stater
asa senior. He also was a state champion in the shot put
and a top-ranked wrestler. His father, Terry, was a
successful head coach at both Harlan (IA) and
Marshalltown (IA) High Schools, while his sister was a
member of the United States handball team which played
in the Atlanta Summer Olympics.

He was born January 18, 1968. His wife’s name is
Val.

THE EAGEN FILE

Education:
B.A. Northern lowa, 1991

College Coaching Experience:

1997-98 Northern lowa
Defensive Line

1996 Northern lowa
Tight Ends

1995 Northern lowa
Defensive Ends

1994 Northern lowa
Tight Ends

1992-93 Northern lowa
Student Assistant
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' CHRIS HEDDEN

RUNNING BACKS/ACADEMIC
COORDINATOR

(3RD SEASON)
- - - Chris Hedden is no
stranger to'head coachMike
Dunbar. He came to UNI in
1997:in charge of the tight
ends and assisted Bret Ingalls
with the offensive line. Last
season he moved to the
running backs, where he will
coach this year along with the
additional duties of academic

coordinator.

He was a graduate assistant at Toledo in 1996,
aiding the wide receivers, supervising and directing the
defensive scout team and coaching the special teams.

Prior to his position at Toledo, he spent one year at
Division Il Tiffin University as the offensive line coach, and
prior to that assignment, was the outside linebacker coach
in 1994 and the offensive line coach in 1993 at Tiffin
Columbian High School in Tiffin, OH, where he was an all-
state offensive guard. He graduated in 1990.

Hedden also played two years of football at Ashland
University before graduating with a degree in secondary
education from Heidelberg.

In his two years with the Panthers, he has coached
two all-conference performers.

He was born October 21, 1971.

THE HEDDEN FILE

Education:
B.S. Heidelberg College, 1994

College Coaching Experience:
1998 Northern lowa
Running Backs
1997 Northemn lowa
Tight Ends
1996 Toledo
Graduate Assistant
1995 Tiffin University
Offensive Line




GARRICK MCGEE
WIDE RECEIVERS
(1ST SEASON)

Garrick McGeess in his
first season with the Panthers
and is in charge of the wide
receivers. He'sa 1996
graduate of the University of
Oklahoma. Under head coach
Gary Gibbs, he was named the
Big Eight Offensive Newcomer
of the Year by the coaching
staff in 1994. He was one of
only three Big Eight quarterbacks to top the 300-yard
mark when he passed for 308 yards against Kansas State.

In 1995, he played for Howard Schnellenburger and
currently stands as U0’s all-time single-season leader in
pass attempts and completions. He finished second on
the single-season list for yardage (1,909) and total offense
(2,014). He ranked fourth in the Big Eight and 43rd
nationally in total offense.

Prior to transferring to Oklahoma, McGee played at
Northeast Oklahoma A&M in 1993, where he received
honorable mention JUCO all-American honors. He was
rated one of the top five players in the country by several
recruiting services. He set a single-season passing record
when he completed 133-o0f-254 passes for 1,998 yards
and 15 TDs. He also rushed for 484 yards and nine TDs.
The team was ranked third in the country at the end of
the season with a 10-1 record and was ranked first in
scoring offense (43.3 avg.) and total offense. McGee
ranked first nationally in total offense.

McGee redshirted in 1991 at Arizona State, winning
Scout Team Player of the Year. In 1992, he started two-of-
four games played, completing 24-0f-42 passes for 487
yards and three TDs.

He's a graduate of Booker T.Washington High
School in Tulsa, 0K, where he played for his father. He
passed for more than 3,000 yards and rushed for more
than 1,500 his final two prep seasons, eaming all-City and
all-state honors both years.

At the time of his UNI appointment, he was
entering his fourth year as assistant football and track
coach at Langston University. He served as special teams
coordinator and wide receivers coach, in addition to
assisting in track and serving as NFL scout liaison and
head equipment manager. He also coached the
quarterbacks in 1997 and was defensive back coach in
1996, when the team finished first in the nation at the
NAIA Division | level in pass defense.

THE MCGEE FILE
Education:

B.A. University of Oklahoma, 1996
A.A. Northeast Oklahoma A&M, 1993

Collegiate Coaching Experience:
1998 Langston University
Wide Receivers/Special Teams Coordinator
1997 Langston University
Quarterbacks
1996 Langston University
Defensive Backs

McGee also has coached at various dinics and
served as an assistant on Eddfe Robinson's staff at the
1996 Freedom Bow! All-Stag¥lassic at Texas Stadium.

He was born April 6,1973.

STEVE BEARD
QUARTERBACKS
(3RD SEASON)

Steve Beard exchanged
his pads for a coaching shist
two years ago. After coaching
the tight ends his first two
seasons, he is in charge of the
quarterbacks this year,a
position he is quite familiar
with.

He was a first-team all-
Gateway pick for UNI in 1996
after completing 197-of-360 passes for 3,433 yards and
26 touchdowns his only year as the starter. A co-captain,
he ranked first in the league in passing efficiency and total
offense and was second in the nation in passing and 14th
in total offense.

He served as a backup his first three years in a
Panther uniform. He also was a pitcher on UNI's baseball
team and helped to lead the Panthers to their highest
Missouri Valley Conference finish in history, placing second
behind Wichita State.

A native of Woodstock, IL, he was taken in the 38th
round of the amateur baseball draft by the Montreal
Expos out of high school. He was a two-time baseball
MVP, and a three-time all-conference and all-area pick. He
also led his team to two consecutive football playoffs.

Beard coached second-team all-Gateway pick tight
end Dorrick Roy last season.

He was born January 26, 1974,

THE BEARD FILE

Education:
B.A. Northern lowa, 1997

Collegiate Coaching Experience:
1997-98 Northern lowa

Tight Ends

JAY KAISER

ASST. OFFENSIVE LINE
TIGHT ENDS

(1ST SEASON)

Jay Kaiser joins the
Panther staff after serving as
the tight ends coach and
recruiting assistant at
Northwest Missouri State the
last two years. He was head
offensive line coach at
Bethany College from 1995-
96, and was an assistant line
coach at Bethany from 1993-
94. He also has served as assistant strength and specialty
coach at NMS.
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NMS was natioal chiampion in 1998, bemng the
TirstDvision Il team tb go 15-0. Beshany was a NAIA

Division 1) natianal playoff team in 1993 and from 1995- /|

96, NMS ranked firstin the country,n scoring and third iy
passing in 1998, while Bethany was fanked first in scoring,
passing and total offense in 1995and ‘9.

Kaiser coached two all-conference tight ends at
NMS, and seven all-conference and two ali-America
linemen in two years at Bethany.

He received his master’s from NMS in 1998 and his
undergraduate degree from Béthany in 1997. He'sa 1992

THE KAISER FILE

Education;
MS. Northwest Missouri State, 1998
B.A.  Bethany College, 1997

Collegiate Coaching Experience:

1997-98 Northwest Missouri State
Graduate Assistant

1995-96 Bethany College
Offensive Line

1993-94 Bethany College
Assistant Offensive Line

graduate of Liberal High School in Liberal, KS.

CHRIS WHITMORE
ASSISTANT SECONDARY
(1ST SEASON)

Chris Whitmore comes to
Northern lowa from NAIA
Division | Montana Tech in
Butte, MT, where he has been
the linebackers coach, video
coordinator and computer
technician since 1996.

MT was Frontier
Conference champions in 1996
and 97, and a national championship finalist in’96 and
quarterfinalist in ‘97. From 1996-98, the team led the
league in scoring defense and in 1998, ranked sixth in the
nation in rushing defense.

Whitmore played outside linebacker for Tech from
1993-96, eaming all-conference honors as a sophomore.
He was injured before his junior year. He graduated in
1998.

He played outside linebacker for the 1992 Montana
High School AA state champion, Charles M. Russell High
School in Great Falls, MT.

He was bom July 30, 1975.

THE WHITMORE FILE

Education:
B.S. Montana Tech, 1998

Collegiate Coaching Experience:
1996-98 Montana Tech
Linebackers

f



JIM KRAMER
STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING

(3RD SEASON)

Jim Kramer, a 1989
graduate of Wisconsin-
laCrosse, joingdd the UNI
department in July of 1997 &
the Pantheys’strength coach.

At the time of his
appointment, he had been an
assistant director of player
development since 1995 for
the Georgia Tech Athletic
Association and strength and conditioning coach from
1993-95. He also served as an assistant strength and
conditioning coach at Appalachian State from 1990-92.

Other professional experience includes serving as
the intern strength and condition coach at the United
States Olympic Training Center from August through
December 1989 and as a volunteer in that position at
Wisconsin-LaCrosse.

A native of Platteville, WI, he received his master's
in exercise science from Appalachian State in August of
1993. He was the 91kg champion at the American
Weightlifting Championships in 1996 and was a National
Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA) Challenge
Scholarship recipient. He was an NAIA Acadmic All-
American wrestler at UW-LaCrosse and was a member of
that school’s 1985 NAIA national championship football
team.

He's a certified level 1 Olympic weightlifting coach
and a certified strength and conditioning spedialist. He
was named the 1999 Missouri Valley Conference
Professional of the Year and was a 1999 NSCA Strength
and Conditional Professional of the Year Nominee.

He's married to the former Kimberly Hollister.

VICKI MELNICK

ACADEMIC ADVISOR
(2ND SEASON)
— Vicki Melnick joined the

ﬁ SO Panther staff in November off

) S 1977 as Athletic Academic

| Advisor. Her résponsibilities
include coordinating academic
services for over 400 Panther
student-athletes and serving
as liaison to UNI Academic
Advising Services, and to the
Director of the Center for

Academic Achievement.

She also sits on the UNI Compliance €ouncil, the
Academic Advising Council, and the Intercollegiate
Athletics Advisory Committee.

Prior to joining the UNI staff, she was an athletics
academic services intern at the University of Utah for one
year, from July of 1996 to July of 1997. Her primary
responsibilities included serving as academic advisor for
the men’s golf, men’s and women's track and cross country,
and men’s and women’s skiing teams.

She was an assistant athletic academic advisor at
Western lllinois from 1994-1996, and a Compliance Office
volunteer with the Leathernecks from January through
May of 1996.

Melnick earned her master’s degree from WIU in
1997 and her bachelor's from Michigan State University in
1991. She was a graduate assistant in the WIU physical
education department from 1994-96 and was a substitute
teacher from 1992-94.

She’s a member of the National Association of
Academic Advisors for Athletics, Phi Kappa Phi National
Honor Society, and the National Association of Collegiate
Women Athletic Administrators.

TERRY NOONAN
DIRECTOR OF SPORTS
MEDICINE

(16TH SEASON)

Terry Noonan was named
athletic trainer 14 years ago
after serving as interim head
trainer for one year. Prior to
that, he had served as
assistant trainer at UNI since
1983.

From 1979-81, he was a
graduate assistant at UNI and
then spent the next two years
as a physical fitness instructor at Hawkeye Community
College in Waterloo, IA. From 1981-83, he also served as
trainer for Columbus High School in Waterloo.

He has been a nationally certified athletic trainer
for 17 years and is licensed as an athletic trainer in the
state of lowa. He has served as an examiner for the NATA
BOC certification exam and has been a member of the
NATA District V Board of Directors for five years. He
recently was elected the President of District V, which is
comprised of Missouri, Kansas, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Oklahoma, Kansas and lowa. He has served as
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Nevwsletter Editor of Distyict V for the fast thyee years.

/' Noonamhas bieen active inl the lowa Athfetic
Trainers Socety and hag served ag the sectefary-treasugér,
president-elect and president.

Noonan received his backelor’s dégree in recregtion
administration from Loras College in 1978, his master’s
from Eastemn Kentucky in 1979 and completed additional
graduate study in physical education with an emphasis in
athletic training from UNI in 1981.

His wife’s name is Jeri, and the couple has'one son,
(asey, 15.

STEVE NURSE
EQUIPMENT MANAGER
(6TH SEASON)

Steve Nurse was named
UNI Equipment Manager in
August of 1993. At the time of
his appointment, he had been
assistant manager at Menards
Hardware Store in Omaha, NE,
since February of 1993. Prior
to that, he had been an
assistant manager for Eby’s
Athletic Co.in Council Bluffs,
1A, and was a store manager for Pro Sports in Fairfield, IA.

No stranger to UNI, Nurse was an assistant
equipment manager for the Panthers from 1984-88. He
received his bachelor’s degree in community recreation
from UNI in 1988.

He is a member of the Athletic Equipment
Managers Assoc., received the lowa Bar Association’s
(Citizenship Award and has been a counselor at UNI's boys’
basketball camps.

His wife’s name is Lori, and the couple has two
children — Rachel, 4, and Andrew, 1.

DR.JITU KOTHARI

TEAM DOCTOR

Dr. Kothari has been the
Panthers' orthopedic surgeon
for the past 16 years.
Specializing in Sports
Medicine, he practices at both
Allen and Covenent Hospitals
in Waterloo, IA,and is a
founding member of the
Cedar Valley Medical
Specialists, a specialty group

of over 50 physicians.

He is a native of India. He received his medical
degree from Baroda Medical College in his native country.
He did his orthopedic training in Wichita, KS.

Dr. Kothari is married and lives with his wife,
Harshida, and three children in Waterloo.
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WALTEB Pll YTON L'IINDIDATE

||/ /MIKE FURREY

by Eric Pratt, Northern lowa Media Relations
Student Assistant

Three years ago, Mike Furtey seemed to fiave
the football market comered. He had just cempleted
a fulfilling high school career and landed a walk-on
spot at tradition-rich Ohio State in his native state.
Furrey was playing the game he loved in front of
family and friends at a school he always had
admired. On paper, it was a hometown success story
that couldn’t be scripted much better.

Looks can be deceiving, though, and Furrey
soon found himself searching for more. He was
forced to play the waiting game as a Buckeye
underclassman, paying his dues as only a
spotty contributor. Furrey’s patience was
wearing thin, and time suddenly was
becoming a valuable commodity. Rather than
climbing the ladder at OSU, he felt it was in his
best interest to look elsewhere for immediate
playing time. Without any guarantees, Furrey
took the biggest risk of his career and
transferred to Northern lowa before the start
of the 1997 season.

Furrey was starting over, more or less,
and UNI was ground zero. He left everything
behind and decided to pull the trigger on the
gamble of a lifetime.

Jackpot.

Furrey’s golden leap of faith has
transformed him into one of the more prolific
receivers in the college game today. Leaving
the high-profile atmosphere at 05U behind

shattered his own benchmark forrecoptions in 2
season with 86, adding 1,074 yards and 10
touchdowns to his fast-growing career totals. He
again was named first-team gll-Gateway and
second-team all-American. In just 22 games, he has
moved within eight catches of former Panther star
Dedric Ward, now playing for the New York Jets, for
first place on UNI's all-time receiving list.

The numbers and accolades are flattering to
Furrey, but they don’t mean much to him if the
Panthers aren't winning. UNI has missed out on the
Division 1-AA playoffs in each of his two years,

tile, e added. *That's what we/fe trying to

accomplish this year. Obviously, e want to wit the
fateway and get (back) into the playoffs, but we're

onfy going to worry about the game ahead of us for
each particular week. Everything else will take care
of itself.”

Fuyrey also hopes to take on more of a
leadership role as one of the 17 seniors on this year’s
squad. He notes that a good balance of talent and
chemistry will take the Panthers a long way.

“We're all getting along and picking each
other up more than ever,” he said. “A lot of guys put

in some great efforts this spring, and | think
we really came along as a group. The key is
to keep things positive and continue to work
toward our goals.”

Furrey credits the coaches for giving
him a push in the right direction, but insists
they can only do so much. Eventually, he
thinks, the responsibility falls on the
individual to succeed.

“We're all adults now,” he said. “The
coaches put us in a position to reach our
potential, but in the end, it’s up to us. You
have to keep a level head and have
confidence in yourself.”

Furrey doesn't shy away from the
possibility of playing football professionally.
He's keeping his options open until the
season is over, at which time he will take the
necessary steps toward taking his game to
the next level.

“My priorities are here first and

may have seemed risky at the time, but looking
back, he now knows the right choice was made. He
has resurrected his career with the Panthers, and
now finds himself back on top.

“Sometimes you don’t get everything you
want, and everything works out for the best
anyway,” Furrey said. “I'm really happy | came (to
UNI). It's been a great ride, and | wouldn't trade the
experience for anything.”

Furrey’s single-season numbers are almost
startling. In 1997, he made an instant name for
himself by catching a school- and Gateway
Conference-record 82 passes for 1,291 yards and
seven touchdowns. He was a first-team all-
conference selection, made the league’s All-
Newcomer team, and was a second-team all-
American pick.

Not to be outdone as a junior last fall, Furrey

leaving plenty of room for improvement.

“If the numbers aren’t helping the team win,
it's kind of a moot point,” Furrey said. “To me, it’s all
about contribution. I just happen to play a high-
profile position that tends to single players out. I'm
more interested in winning as a team than anything
else.”

In order for the Panthers to return to
postseason play, Furrey knows the team must re-
adjust its goal and stay more on track.

“We kind of got caught up in coming from
behind last year,” he said. “Instead of playing game-
by-game, we had our sights set on the broader
picture. Then, we dug ourselves a hole early and
started thinking how many wins it would take down
the road.

“A football team should take it one game at a
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foremost, but | am thinking about it (pro
ball) every day,” he explained. “Afterall, the end of
my college career is just months away. | can't ignore
the opportunities that may come along.

“I'll contact some friends from Ohio State that
have gone through the whole process, as well as the
quys here. That's down the road, though. For now,
we've got some unfinished business to attend to.”

Furrey’s career has taken many different twists
and turns, but he knows no matter what happens,
he has the support of his family as a guiding light.

“The support of my family has been critical,”
he said. “They’ve been instrumental in my
development as a player and as a person. | can't
imagine making any choices or taking any steps
without them by my side every step of the way.”



/

*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE

DYMON ADAMS
On¢ of the
fastest

ayers on

the squad.

Practjced in

Senior*RB | the spring

60231 | after
Fletcher,NC g:’r:‘sfemng

Roberson HS o,
Ellsworth/Clemson Listed behind

Adam Benge

at tailback heading into the fall

Clemson: Originally signed with Clemson in February of 1996.
Reentered in January of 1998. Went from obscurity to second-
team tailback by the end of spring. Carried the ball 141 yards on
26 carries in spring game, setting a school spring game record for
yards. Rushed for 50 yards in 18 carries in 1998 regular season.
Ellsworth Junior College: All-American, all-conference in
1997.

High School: Graduate of Roberson HS. Rushed for 1,786 yards
and 17 TDs on 309 carries as a senior, a 5.8 average. Gained 4,110
all-purpose yards in career. ACC region choice by Bluechips
Magazine. First-team Eastern North Carolina as a junior and
senior. Tom Lemming All-Mid-Atlantic choice. All-state. Ranked
as #14 player in North Carolina by SuperPrep. Ranked among the
top 25 backs in the South by the Plyler Report.

Personal: Born Dec. 18, 1976. Majoring in Communications.
Enjoys working out and playing with his dog. Most inspired by
his mother because “she pushed me to the top and she was a
strong woman’ Competition inspires passion and intensity.

BRIAN ANDERSEN

Listed as the
backup
behind Ryan
Helming
heading into
Senior*Quarterback | the fall.
6-0"202 | 1998:
Marion, 1A Began as the
Cedar Rapids Regis ol
quarterback
and moved
up to backup
with injury to Todd Goebbel. Played in only two games,
completing seven-of-11 passes for 80 yards and two TDs with non
interceptions. Also rushed three times for a minus-seven yards.
Saw action against Cal Poly and saw most of his action in the
final game against Winona State, completing seven-of-10 passes
for his 80 yards.
1997: Played in only one game, attempting no passes in the
second game of the year against Mankato State.
1996: Saw little action.
1995: Redshirted.
High School: Earned three letters in basketball and two each in
football and baseball. Played in the state basketball touament
two years. lowa Newspaper Assoc. honorable mention all-state
and played in the lowa Shrine Bowl. First-team all-Mississippi
Valley in football, all-Metro; honorable mention all-Metro in
basketball. Received Regis' Coaches Award in football in 1994.
Wendy’s National Heisman Nominee. Co-captain in both football
and basketball. Led the conference in passing his senior year.
Personal: Son of Steve and Karen Andersen. Enjoys all outdoor
activities, sports and bowling. Born Dec. 12, 1976.
Passing Att-Com-Int Yards TDs Long

1998 1n-7-0 80 2 30
Rushing Att Yards TDs Long
1998 3 7 0 6

Listedas the
backap at
right epd
behind Jack
Mitchell
Sophomore*DE | tieading into
63220 | the fall.
1998:
wm::::; Playeg in al}
11 games,
primarfly on
spedial
teams. Recorded four solo and two assisted tackles. High game
two tackles versus Cal Poly.
1997: Redshirted. ;
High School: Earned four letters in football and basketball,
earning all-Metro and honorable mention honors. Played in the
1995 state basketball tournament, and on Gus Macker and AAU
teams. Recorded 60 tackles, nine quarterback sacks and five
fumble recoveries in two years.
Personal: Born Jan. 29,1979. Son of Emell and Tammy Banks.
Majoring in Architectural Drawing and Design.

Defense  Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF  FumRec
1998 4 2 0 0 0 0
*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
MATT BEALS
Probable
starter at
weak tackle
heading into
the fall. One
Senior*0T | of two

6-5"277 retuming
Des Moines, 1A | startersin

the offensive
Saydel S line.

1998:

Starter.

Preseason all-conference and first-team all-conference at end of
season.

1997: Primary starter at guard. Honorable mention all-
conference.

1996: Hampered by knee injuries with an ACL.

1995: Redshirted.

High School: Eamed three letters each in football and track.
Second-team all-state, first-team all-district. Played in the lowa
Shrine Bowl. MVP his senior year.

Personal: Born Dec.6,1976. Son of Bill and Anne Beals. Pre-
med major. Enjoys fixing things and playing SEGA.

*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
ADAM BENGE

Listed as the
starter
heading into
the fall.
1998:
Sophomore*TB | Services
511*191 | called upon

Ankeny,1A | beginning in

Ankeny HS | the fourth
game due to
other

injuries.
Missed the last two games because of a shoulder sprain. Despite
starting only three-of-six games played, team's second-leading
rusher with 427 yards and five TDs on 108 carries. Season-high 140
yards against Youngstown State and also had 101 yards in his first
game at Stephen F. Austin. Tied a school and Gateway record with
four rushing TDs against YSU and tied a school mark with 24 points
in a game, also against YSU. Also caught 12 passes for 121 yards,
with a season-high eight catches for 89 yards against Indiana State.
Don Hansen's Football Gazette 1-AA Regional Player of the Week for
his effort against YSU. Named to the league’s All-Newcomer Team.
High School: Participated in football and track. First-team Elite
All-State running back, all-state defensive back, state runnerup in
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ong jump.
Personal; Born Déc. 15,1979, Son of Randy and Magaie Benge.
Enjoys dfawing and plaging sports.
Rushing No ' Yards Avg s /  Long
1998 108 42 49 5 5
Receiving No = Yards Avy T0s ' Long
1998 12 nm 10.1 0 25
AARON BENNETT
Listed as a
backup at
splitend
behind Eddie
! Bertin
Junior*SE | heading into

5-8"180 | the fall.
Des Moines, IA | 1998:
EastHs | Playedinall
11 games,
but

sparingly,
and saw most of his action on special teams.

1996-97: Saw limited action.

1995: Redshirted in 1995.

High School: Earned two letters in football and three each in
basketball and track. All-conference in basketball. First-team all-
conference, all-ity, all-Metro and fifth-team all-state in football.
Leading kick returner in conference.

Personal: Born Feb. 24,1977. Son of Darrell and Vicki Bennett.
Majoring in business finance. Enjoys fishing, golfing, lifting
weights and running.

*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
EDDIE BERLIN

Obvious
starter at
split end
heading into
the fall.
Junior*SE | 1998:
6-0%192 | Team’s
Urbandale,IA | second-

Urbandale Hs | leading
receiver with

65 catches

for 962 yards
and four TDs. Season-high 12 catches for 187 yards at Southern
Illinois, tying a school record for catches in a game. His 65 catches
ranks fourth on the Gateway all-time list. Ranked third in the
league and 25th in the nation in receiving yards per game (87.5),
third in the league and 24th in the nation in receptions per game
(5.91) and ninth in the league in all-purpose running (87.5).
Second-team all-conference.

1997: Started seven-of-11 games. Team's second-leading
receiver with 46 catches for 640 yards and a team-high eight TDs.
Season-highs included eight catches for 100 yards against
Mankato State and six catches for 154 yards against Southwest
Missouri State. Tied a team single-game high with two TDs
versus SMS and Southern Utah. Ranked fourth in the league in
receptions per game and yards per game. Returned four kickoffs
for a 14.5 average. Honorable mention all-conference and named
to the All-Newcomer team.

1996: Redshirted.

High School: All-conference, third-team all-state defensive
back, team MVP. 4A state high jump champion and long jump
runnerup finisher. Ran on state 4x100 team. Shrine Bowl
selectee. Basketball all-conference, member of lowa Junior Select
AAU team, team captain. Baseball pitcher. Earned four letters in
track, three in baseball and two each in basketball and football.
Personal: Born Jan. 14,1978. Son of Bruce and Carla Berlin.

Receiving No Yards Avg TDs Long
1997 46 640 139 8 48
1998 65 962 148 4 78
Kickoff RetumsNo  Yards Avg s Long
1997 4 58 15 0 25



Listed asthe
backup to
Robert
Hame at
tackle
Junior*DT | heading into
6-0*265 | the fall.
Kansas City, ks | Practiced in
Washington HS the spring

; after
Hutchinson College transferring

from

Hutchinson JC.

Hutchinson: Honorable mention all-Jayhawk Conference.

High School: Earned prep letters in football, track and wrestling.
First-team all-conference, second-team all-Kansan.

Personal: Born July 5,1977. Son of Darlene Struggs and Ricky
Brown. Majoring in criminology. Enjoys playing video games.
Inspired most by his mother because “she went through a lot to
raise me.” Enjoys competition because of the possibility of
“dominating the other person.”

BRODIE BRELSFORD
Listed behind
Matt Beals at
weak tackle
heading into
the spring.
Freshman*0T | 1998:
6-4*281 | Redshirted.
Perry, 1A | High
Penys | Schok:
Earned three
letters each
in football
and basketball and two in track. Honorable mention all-state and
first-team all-conference in basketball and team captain. Two-
time all-district, third-team all-state and honorable mention lowa
Newspaper Assoc. in football.
Personal: Born Jan. 2,1980. Son of Mike and Susan Brelsford.
Majoring in Business. Enjoys hunting.

BRENT BROWNER

Probable
starter at
right comer
heading into
the fall.
Sophomore*(B | 1998:
5-8*177 | Started nine-
Davenport,IA | of-11 games.
North HS | Recorded 24
solo and 12
assisted
tackles, two
tackles for loss, and had one forced fumble and one deflection.
Season-high eight tackles against lllinois State.
1997: Redshirted.
High School: Earned letters in football, track and soccer. All
state in track.
Personal: Son of John and Shirley Browner. Majoring in
computer science. Nicknamed “B.B. Brownie” Enjoys pets, running

and playing Play Station.
Defense  Solos  Assts  Int  Sacks FF PD
1998 4 12 0 0 0 1

Listed
behind
Aaron Buss
and Ryan
Ozbun at
SOP"IOW@’OG weakguam
6-4*215 | heading into
Readlyn, 1A | the fall.
Wapsie Valley HS | 1998: Jaw
limited
action.

1997:

Redshirted.

High School: Earned two letters each in football and basketball
and one in baseball. Played for the third-place state basketball
championship and Class 1A District 5 champs. 1996 preseason
all-state Des Moines Register, first-team all-district, Most Valuable
Lineman in District 5, first-team all-state Des Moines Register, Des
Moines Register Elite Team, first-team lowa Newspaper
Association, USA Today honorable mention all-American. 1995
all-district, third-team all-state Des Moines Register, honorable
mention lowa Newspaper Association.

Personal: Born Oct. 28, 1978. Son of Rich and Brenda Buenzow.
Majoring in biology. Hopes to be a zoologist or field biologist.
Nicknamed “Big Ben. Enjoys hunting, fishing, rollerblading and
hanging out with friends.

AARON BUSS
Probable

starter at
weak guard
heading into
the fall.
Junior*0G | 1998: Listed
6-5*280 | behind Matt
Parkersburg 1A | Beals at
Aplington- weak tackle

Parkersburg HS Comig out
of spring

drills. Saw

limited action.

1997: Saw limited action.

1996: Redshirted.

High School: Earned three letters each in football and
basketball. First-team all-state, district MVP, first-team all
district, first-team all-district in basketball. Played for the 1993
(lass 1A football championship team, the 1994 AAU sophomore
basketball championship team and the 1995 AAU three-on-three
18-under championship basketball team.

Personal: Born Nov. 14,1977. Son of Mark and Jackie Buss.

JUSTIN COX

Listed
behind
Brandon
Rutledge
and Adam
Sophomore*0LB Vogt at the
6-2"217 | SAM position
Harlan,1A | heading into
Harlan Community | the fall.
Hs | 1998: Saw
limited

action,

recording two tackles against Winona State.

1997: Redshirted.

High School: Eamed three letters each in football, basketball
and track and two in baseball. Played for 1995 state football and
baseball champions. 1995 state track participant and 1996 Drake
Relays. Shrine Bowl selection. Wendy’s High School Heisman
Trophy nominee. Football: 1996 first-team all-state receiver Des
Moines Register, second-team lowa Newspaper Association; 1996
first-team Western lowa defensive back and second-team all-
Southwest lowa receiver, 1995 second-team all-state and all-
Southwest lowa receiver. 1996 honorable mention all-Southwest
lowa and first-team all-Area in baseball. Two-time honorable
mention all-conference in basketball. Three-time all-Area in
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track. Jn 1995, caight 32 passes for 598yards and seven TDS, In
1996, 18 receptions for 695 yards and sewen Tl)s,one rushivig T0;
one interception resum for 1D, 38 tackjes.

Personal: Born Aug. 3,1978. Son ofTerry andTerri Cox.
Defense  Solos  Assts Int | Sacks FF PD
1998 1 1 0 0 0 0

CARLOS DALLIS

Listed
bechind Matt
Pedersen at
the WILL
position
Freshman*OLB | heading into
5-9%195 | the fall.
Columbus, OH | 1998:
Beechcroft H | Redshirted.
High
School:

Earned three

letters in football and two in track. Central District All-Star, Big
33, participated in state playoffs. Team was city champion. All-
City, All-District, second-team all-Ohio, received the Cougar Heart
Award, Super 25 Columbus Dispatch. Recorded 65 tackles, two
sacks, six tackles for loss, three interceptions, caused five fumbles,
had two fumle recoveries and four deflections.

Personal: Born Feb. 12,1980. Son of Sandra Dallis. Majoring in
Criminal Justice. Nicknamed“Los” Enjoys weightlifting, running
and playing video games.

CODY DEHAAN

Listed
behind Mike
Furrey at
the H-Back
position.
Junior*WR | 1998:
5-11*184 | Started one-
Orange ity 1A | of-nine

: games
MOC-Floyd Valley HS <Py
Caught one
pass for 15
yards against Southwest Missouri State. Also returned four punts
for an 11-yard average, with a longest of 27. Also recorded one
solo tackle on special teams.
1997: Started one-of-11 games, catching five passes for 28
yards. Best game of two catches for 15 yards against McNeese
State. Also saw action on special teams, recording two tackles
and one fumble recovery.
High School: Earned four letters in football, three each in
basketball and baseball and two in track. Two-time football all-
district choice, second-team all-state in 1995 and first-team in
1996, team captain, captain of the 1996 Northwest lowa Review
Team, two-time team MVP. Career 90 catches for 1,337 yards, 48
punt returns for 720 yards, 32 kick returns for 710 yards, eight
interceptions, 17 TDs — all school records. State runnerup in
basketball in 1995, played in the football playoffs in 1994 and 96,
Shrine Bowl selection, state track qualifier in 1995.
Personal: Born Dec. 27, 1978. Son of Doug and Kathy DeHaan.
Majoring in Business.
Receiving No  Yards Avg TDs Long

1997 5 28 5.6 0 8
1998 1 15 15.0 0 15
PuntReturns No  Yards Avg Ts Llong
1998 4 44 10 0 27



*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
RYAN DOAK
Regains
strting fole.
1998:
Team's
second-
Junior*FS | leading
6-2*194 | tackler with
Lincoln, NE ';g :Oi?s ::g
5!
Southeast HS tackles. ABS
recorded one
sack, two
tackles for loss, two forced fumbles, one fumble recovery, three
deflections and one interception. Started all 11 games. Season
high 14 tackles against both Southern lllinois and Western
lllinois. Ranked 10th in the league in tackles.
1997: Started eight-of-10 games. Team's second-leading tackler
with 39 solo and 60 assisted tackles, along with one tackle for
loss, two forced fumbles, one deflection and one interception
returned for 55 yards. High game of 17 tackles against Western
lllinois. League’s eighth-leading tackler.
High School: Eamed three letters each in football, basketball
and baseball. All-conference receiver and safety as a junior and
all-conference safety as a senior. All-city Defensive Player of Year,
all-Super State Defensive Player of Year. Shrine Bowl selection,
Down-Under United States Football All-Star Classic, played in
state football and baseball tournaments. Passed for 1,350 yards
and rushed for 400, while leading the state in interceptions with
six. Also had four fumble recoveries and 112 solo tackles.
Personal: Born Aug. 18,1978. Son of Mark Doak and Katie
Foster. Majoring in pre-engineering and psychology. Father
played professional football for the Washington Redskins and
Cleveland Browns. Enjoys hunting and fishing.
Defense  Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF
1997 39 60 1 0 i 1
1998 45 65 1 1 2 3

KEVIN DORCY

Moved from
linebacker
over to the
tight end
position in
Sophomore*TE | the spring
6-3*222 | because of
Grove City, OH | the strength

: of the
Cuids 43 linebacker

position.
1998: Saw

limited action.

1997: Redshirted.

High School: Earned three letters each in football, basketball
and track. First-team all-conference, all-district, special mention
all-state. Played in the 1996 state football playoffs for a team
ranked second in the state. Averaged 30.4 yards per reception.
Recorded 226 tackles, five sacks and five interceptions.
Personal: Bom June 11,1978. Son of Jack and Deena Dorcy.
Majoring in Secondary Education. Enjoys hunting, fishing and
water sports.

*__k'l.i.-smn CANDIDATE
DREW ELMER

1§ expected
to rétain his
starting role
at the MIKE
position.
Senior*ILB | 1998:
61220 | Team's third:
Cedar Falls, 1A | leading

tackler with
Cedar Falls HS 39 5ol and

42 assisted
tackles, two
sacks, three tackles for loss, and two fumble recoveries. Season
high 13 tackles against Youngstown State. Second-team
academic all-conference. Started all 11 games.

1997: Started 10-of-11 games. Team’s sixth-leading tackler with
22 solo and 41 assisted tackles, two tackles for loss. High game of
11 tackles against Youngstown State and Souther Utah.

1996: Saw limited action.

1995: Redshirted.

High School: Earned two letters each in football and track.
Played in the state football playoffs in 1994. State shot put
qualifier in 1995. First-team all-Missouri Valley Conference and
second-team all-stater.

Personal: Born April 2, 1977. Son of Clark and Tricia Elmer.
Majoring in Criminology with a minor in Spanish. Named to the
Dean's List in 1997. Nicknamed“Drew”

Defense  Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF PD

1997 2 4 0 0 0 0
1998 39 42 0 3 0 0
*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
MIKE FURREY

An obvious

hold on his
H-Back
position.
Needs only
Senior*H-Back | nine more
5-10*185 | catches to
Hilliard,OH | surpass
Hilliard HS | Dedric

Ohio State | Ward's
Gateway-

and school

record 176 career receptions.

1998: Preseason all-conference, all-American. Team's leading
receiver with a school- and conference-record 86 catches,
breaking his own mark of 82, for 1,074 yards and a team-high 10
TDs. Season-high 10 catches against both lllinois State and
Indiana State, with a season-high 162 yards against Cal Poly on
eight catches. Also returned 20 punts for a 10.0 average, with a
long of 30. In addition, rushed six times for 52 yards, with a long
of 16,and a season-high 20 yards against Winona State. Ranked
first in the league and fifth in the nation in receptions per game
(7.82), second in the league and 18th in the nation in receiving
yards per game (97.6), fourth in the league in all-purpose
running (120.5), third in the league and 31st in the nation in punt
returns (9.9) and was tied for seventh in the league in scoring
(5.5). Joins just four other Gateway players who have gone over
the 2,000-yard career receiving barrier. Joined with current
Panther Eddie Berlin to become just the second pair of Gateway
receivers to go over 2,000 combined receiving yards in the same
season. Associated Press second-team all-American, third-team
all-American by The Sports Network and honorable mention all-
American by Don Hansen'’s National Weekly Football Gazette.
First-team all-conference.

1997: Team's leading receiver in 1997 after transferring from
Ohio State, setting school and Gateway Conference records for
receptions (82) and yards (1,291). Caught seven TD passes. High
game of 10 receptions versus lowa and Indiana State and 183
yards against Youngstown State. Also tied a team high with two
TD receptions against Mankato State and Indiana State. Also
returned nine punts for a 16.2 average and seven kickoffs for a
15.1 average. Had a team-high five punt returns for 87 yards
against Southem lllinois and 203 all-purpose yards against
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Yolngstown State. Also'carried the ball twice for sevenryards.
Firstteam all-conference, nanied to the Jedgue’s all-Newcomer
Team:. Named the league’s Special Tearas Player of the Week
following the SIU game and Offensive Player of the Week
following the Indiana State game. Ranked first in the conference
and third in the nation in receptions per game (7.45), first in the
conference and fourth in the nation in receiving yards per game
(117.36) and second in the conference and 215t in the nationin
all-purpose running (140.91). Secopd-team all:American by the
Associated Press, ESPN/SportsTicker and The Sparts Network and
third team by Don Hansen's Football Gazette.

Ohio State: Reserve wide receiver after walking on in 1995.
Played a total of 20 minutes in nine games, almost all on special
teams. Broke the fifth metatarsal in his right foot in the spring of
1996.

High School: Earned 10 letters total, including three in football.
First- team all-Ohio pick as a senior, catching 33 passes for 636
yards and 12 TDs. First-team all-district and all-conference.
Personal: Born May 12, 1977. Son of Tom and Karen Furrey.
Majoring in General Studies. Older brother Matt played four years
of baseball at Ohio State, graduating in 1966. Enjoys
woodworking and playing golf and basketball.

Receiving No  Yards Avg s Long
1997 82 1291 15.7 7 80
1998 86 1074 125 10 49
Punt Returns No Yds Avg s L6
1997 9 146 16.2 0 55
1998 20 19 10.0 0 30
Kickoff Returns No Yds Avg Tos 6
1997 7106 151 0
MICHAEL GERRELL
Switched
from
defensive
back to
running
Junior*Tailback | backin the

5-9*189 | spring to
Crawfordville, FL | shore up the
Wakulla HS | backfield

Kentu 1998:
dy Started one-

of-11
games. Recorded 17 solo and 16 assisted tackles, one forced
fumble, one fumble recovery and one deflection. Season-high
seven tackles against Indiana State. Also returned six kickoffs for
a14.2 average, long of 19.

Kentudky: Played in seven games in 1997, primarily on special
teams, recording two solo tackles. Redshirted in 1996.

High School: Started at comerback as a sophomore, free safety
as a junior and linebacker as a senior. Led team in tackles as a
senior with 112. Also two-year starter at tailback, gaining 1,153
yards and scoring 13 times as a senior — 2,200 yards and 20 TDs
his last two years. Honorable mention all-state, first-team all-
district, team MVP. Won Tallahassee Democrat Player of Week
honors twice. Second-team all-Big Bend as a junior and senior.
Rushed for 969 yards and 11 TDs on 123 carries and led team in
tackles as a junior. Played in the Florida North-South All-Star
Game in 1996. Three-year starter in baseball, ran track two years.
Wrestled one year. District and regional champion in the 100-
meter dash with a personal-best 10.7 seconds. Second in the
district in the 200 meters, posting a record time of 22.34 seconds.
Batted .372 as a senior and .405 as a junior and led team in
stolen bases. Scholar-Athlete of the Year in 1996. Participated
two years in ROTC.

Personal: Born Jan. 20, 1978. Son of Mary Marks and Mark
Gerrell. Majoring in Marketing. Enjoys water skiing, running and
playing all sports.

Defense  Solos  Assts  Int  Sacks FF PD
1998 17 16 0 0 1 1
Kickoff RetumsNo  Yards Avg Ts long
1998 6 85 14.2 0 19
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i
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DAVID GUNN

Listed behind
Brent
Browner at
right corner
heading into
Junior*(B | the fall.
5-8*165 | Practiced in
Billings,MT | the spring
Skyview HS | after
North Dakota State | transfering.

; North
Coll
ollege of Science Dakota

State College of Science: Two-time all-region, Region XI
Outstanding Defensive Back, 98 team MVP.

High School: Earned three letters in basketball and two each in
football and track. Team was state Class AA champ in 1996. All
conference football, basketball and track, all-state in track.
Personal: Born Dec.4, 1979. Son of Emmitt and Anita Gunn.
Majoring in Marketing and Psychology. Nicknamed “Gunner”
Relative of Todd Day of the Bostin Celtics. Enjoys watching movies
and playing hoops. Most inspired by his mother. Enjoys
competition because of the challenge of matching skills with
other top athletes and seeing how he compares.

ZACHARY HALL

Playing
behind Matt
Pedersen and
Carlos Dallis
atone
Freshman*OLB | outside
6-0"213 | linebacker
Burlington, 1A | spot heading
Burlington HS | into the fall.
1998:
Redshirted.
High
School: Earned two letters in football. Third-team all-
conference, Burlington Hawk Eye “Prep Athlete of the Week"
President of Varsity Club, Student Council and Mentoring Program
member, Student School Board representative.

Personal: Born May 24,1979. Son of Bob and Pamela Bulmahn
Majoring in Psychology. Enjoys writing, camping and traveling.
Nicknamed “Zac”

ROBERT HAMRE

Probable
starter
heading into
the fall.
1998:
Freshman™DT | Redshirted.
6-4"258 | High
Bloomfield, 1A | School:
Davis County HS | Earned four
letters each
in wrestling
and track
and three in football. All-stater in all three sports. Placed second
in the state in the shot put and was a state wrestling qualifier.
Personal: Born Jan. 23, 1980. Son of Harold and Beatrice Hamre.
Majoring in Industrial Technology. Nicknamed “Hammer’

RYAN HANNAM

Listed behind
Justin Nofal
heading into
the fall.
1998: Saw
Sophomore™TE | fimited
6-3"234 anion’
St.Ansgar,1A | catching two
St.Ansgar HS | passes for 39
yards against
Winona
State.

High School: Earned four letters each in football, baseball and
track and three in basketball. Three-time all-district in the
defensive line.

Personal: Born Feb, 24, 1980, Son of Paul and Lowana Hannam,
National Hongr Saciety member, participatesin Big Brothers/Big
Sisters.

Receiving No  Yards Avg T0s  tong

1998 2 k] 195 1 30

BRAD HARMS

Probablg
starter at the
strong guérd
spot.
1998:
Junior*0G | Played
6-3"283 | primarily
Grundy Center,IA | behind Nate
Grundy Center | Zebr.
lowa 1997: Saw
limited

action,
High School: First-team all-state, Des Moines Register Elite
team, 1995 Bluechip all-region, all-conference, district most
valuable offensive lineman and punter. Shrine Bow participant.
Also competed in track.

Personal: Born Aug. 18,1977. Son of Greg and Maxine Harms.
Majoring in Business.

ADRIEN HARRAWAY

Backing up
Regi
Vettraino at
strong safety
heading into
Freshman*SS | the fall.
511190 | 1998:
Columbus,0H | Redshirted.
Northland HS | High

letters each

in football and baseball and one in basketball. Two-time all-City,
first-team all-district, honorable mention all-Ohio. Eleven
interceptions his last two years, six TDs, 60 tackles.

Personal: Born Nov. 28, 1979. Son of Andre Harraway. Majoring
in Business. Enjoys playing sports and drums.

RYAN HELMING

Will retain
his starting
role, the first
time in six
years the
Junior*QB | Panthers
6-2"213 | havea
Springfield, MO | returning
Kickapoo HS | starting
quarterback.
1998: Took

over the
starting duties in the third game of the year after the career-
ending injury to Todd Goebbel. Completed 190-of-310 passes for
2,475 yards and 16 TDs with only six interceptions. High game
390 yards passing on 28-0f-49 attempts in his first start at
Southern lllinois. The 49 attempts was a scholl record, and his 56
total offensive attempts against SIU also was a school record.
Completed a season-high 33 passes versus Indiana State, when
he had 10 consecutive completions. Had four TD passes against
Winona State. Finished the season 6-3 as the starter. In UNIs last
five straight wins, completed 103-of-151 passes for 1,267 yards
and nine TDs with only one interception. Rushed 58 times for a
net 10 yards, scoring twice. Ranked third in the league in passing
average per game (225.0), third in the league and 26th in the
nation in total offense (225.8), second in the league and 18th in
the nation in pass efficiency (141.5). Honorable mention all-
conference.

1997: Played in all 11 games, primarily as the holder, but did
carry the ball four times for 10 yards. Did not attempt a pass.
1996: Redshirted.

High School: First-team Southwest Missouri Coaches team, all-
conference, all-district, second-team all-state, USA Today
honorable mention, all-academic in football. Set school single-
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 Season and careef pagsing yardage whilg shrowing for over 3,200

yards with 27 T0s in two seasons, USA Tolay McPanalds alf-
American nominee, Bass-Pro all-tournantent, alf-district, all-
cbnference, all-academic, second-tea all-staté and all-Ozark in
basketball. Three-time AAU nationaf brasketbalkparticipant.
Honorable mention all-conference and all-academic in baseball.
Plaged second in the high jump inthe conference and district.
National Honor Society, Principal’é Honoe Roll, Who's Who Among
High School Athletes.

Personal: Born Dec. 14,1977. Son of George and Patty. Helming.

Majoring in Computer Science,
Passing Att-Com-Int Yards T0s Long
1998 310-19-6 2475 16 78
Rushing At Yards Avg s Llong
1997 E 5 13 0 15
1998 58 10 02 2 7
MOSES JOSEPH
Battling for
playing time
at tailback.
1998:
Redshirted.
Freshman*TB | High
59190 | School:

Glenview, IL | Participated
Glenbrook South HS | in football,
basketball
and track.

All-
conference, second-team all-Prep, team captain, two-time state
track qualifier, Shrine Bowl selectee. Member of Future Leaders of
Chicago, Walk of Fame.

Personal: Born March 28, 1980. Son of Moses Joseph. Majoring
in Political Science. Member of a musical group called “Nine”
Nicknamed “MoTown’’ Enjoys baseball card collecting and
singing.

LEVILYLE

Listed behind
Adam Benge
and Dymon
Adams at
tailback.
Sophomore*TB | 1998: Saw
6-0"219 | limited
Keota, IA | action.
Keota HS | Carried the
ball eight
times for 38

yards, scoring
once, against Winona State.

High School: Eamed letters in basketball, baseball, football and
track. First-team all-state tailback, 1997 Shrine Bowl selection,
held school single-game rushing record of 326 yards. Team was
1995 state champ. Two-time state track qualifier in the 400 low
hurdles.

Personal: Born Oct.8,1978. Son of Trent and Joy Lyle. Majoring
in Biology and Secondary Education. Nicknamed “Czonka” Chief
ambition is to motivate others with his actions on the field.
Inspired by his mother, because she eamed her master’s degree
while raising her family, and his father, because he is the hardest
worker he knows. Enjoys competing for the satisfaction of
winning as a team. Enjoys working on the family farm.



Top punter
heatling irtta
the fall,
teplacing the
graduated
Sophomore™P | Randy Hall.
5-11"203 | 1998: Saw
Manchester,|A | no action.
West Delaware HS | High
School:
Earned two
letters in
football. First-team lowa Newspaper Assoc., second-team Des
Moines Register, honorable mention BFS Magazine.
Personal: Born Nov.21,1979. Son of Dave and Bev Malausky.
Majoring in Business Management. Nicknamed “Mojo’ Enjoys
lifting weights and being with friends. Enjoys the competition
because of the feeling of accomplishment.
*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE

BRAD MEESTER

Little doubt
he will not
retain his
starting
. position for
Semo:" 0C | the fourth
(_*4 292 | consecutive
Parkersburg, |A year. 1999
Aplington-

co-captain.
Parkersburg HS | 1998:

Started all 11

games.

Preseason all-conference. All-American Farm Team, unanimous
all-conference, third-team all-American by The Sports Network
and the Associated Press, second-team all-American by Don
Hansen's National Football Gazette, Gateway All-Acacemic, GTE
District VIl academic, 1-AA Athletic Director’s Assoc. Academic All
Star, team's Best Blocker.

1997: Started all 11 games. League’s Offensive Lineman of the
Week following the Southwest Missouri State game. First-team
all-conference, first-team all-academic. Preseason honorable
mention all-conference and Dean’s List.

1996: Second-team all-conference and named to the Gateway's
All-Newcomer team. League’s Offensive Lineman of the Week
following the lllinois State game.

1995: Redshirted.

High School: Earned letters in football, basketball, track and
baseball. Team was football state champion in 1993. Two-time
all-district linebacker and first-team all-state lineman in 1994.
Personal: Born March 23,1977. Son of Kenneth and Rhonda
Meester. Majoring in Business Management. Nicknamed "Meat"

SCOTT MIKKELSEN

Playing
behind Jake
Soliday at
flanker
. heading into
SeniorFL | the fall.
5-10°178 | 1998: Saw
Dike,1A | little action
Dike-New Hartford | 1997: Saw
Hs | little action.
Dean’s List.
1996: Saw

little action.

High School: Eamed four letters each in baseball and tennis and
three each in football and basketball. All-conference in football,
tennis and basketball. Team MVP in football, tennis and
basketball.

Personal: Born March 20, 1977. Son of Carolyn and Morris
Mikkelsen. Majoring in Finance. Enjoys playing golf, fishing,
reading and listening to music

|

Expected to
retain his
starting role
atright end
heading into
Senior*DE | the fall.
6-4"253 | Team's sixth
Redondo Beach, (A | leading
Redondo Union HS retum[ng
lowa State tackler.
1998:

Team'’s 10th-

leading tackler with 21 solo and 23 assisted tackles. Team-high
six sacks, two tackles for loss, three forced fumbles, two
deflections, one interception. Season-high eight tackles against
Youngstown State. Tied for sixth in the league in sacks. Named to
the league’s All-Newcomer Team

lowa State: Recorded eight tackles, one for loss and one fumble
recovery in 1997. Appeared in seven games in 1996, finishing
with nine tackles, including four tackles and causing a fumble at
Baylor and three tackles against Kansas. Redshirted in 1995.
High School: Defensive MVP of Ocean Conference as a senior.
Played both ways, eaming all-area honors from the Los Angeles
Times. All-conference as a junior. Two-year starter. Earned three
letters each in football and basketball and one in wrestling.
Personal: Born Aug. 25, 1977. Son of David and Judi Mitchell.
Majoring in Sociology.

Defense  Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF PD
1998 n 3 1 6 3 2

ANDY MORRIS

Playing
behind Drew
Elmer at the
MIKE
. position
Senior*IL8 | heading into
6-1°230 | the fall.
Riceville, IA | 1998:
Riceville HS Returned to
action
following his
injury,
playing a backup role at linebacker, on special teams and serving
as the long snapper. Played in all 11 games, recording five solo
and two assisted tackles. Gateway honorable mention all-
academic, team Special Teams MVP.
1997: Missed all of the 1997 spring and fall seasons due to a
knee injury.
1996: Served as UNI's snapper and recorded only one tackle.
Second team academic all-conference.
1995: Saw limited action.
High School: Eared four letters in baseball and three each in
football, golf and basketball. Two-time first-team all-state
offensive lineman, second-team all-stater in baseball at first base.
Participated in the 1993 state Class A football championship and
in the 1995 small schools East All-Star Baseball team.
Personal: Born Aug. 25, 1976. Son of James and Gail Morris.
Majoring in Construction Management.
Defense  Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF PD
1996 1 0 0 0 0 0
1998 5 2 0 0 0 0
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o
ind Brad
Meester
feading intp
the fall.
Junior*0C | 1998: Saw

6-4"268 | limited
Clear Lake, IA | action at
Clear Lake HS | weak tackle.
1997; Saw
limited

action.

High School: Earned three letters each in football and wrestling
and two in track. All-state lowa Newspaper Association, all-state
Des Moines Register, two-time all-district, co-captain, 1996 Shrine
Bowl selection, three-year starter.

Personal: Son of Chris and Becky Murray. Enjoys all water and
winter sports.

TONY NATH

Fighting for
playing time
atleftend
behind Matt
Peterson and
Senior*DE | Londo
6-0"228 | Thompson
Estherville, 1A | heading into
Lincoln Central HS | the fall.
lowa Lakes | 1998: Saw
North lowa Area (C | |imited

action.

Junior College: Played at lowa Lakes as a freshman and North
lowa Area (C as a sophomore. Two-time first-team all-region.
High School: Four-sport athlete, earning letters in football,
track, basketball and baseball. Two-time all-conference,
honorable mention all-state.

Personal: Born Feb.13,1978. Son of Larry and Gloria Nath.
Majoring in Health Promotion. Enjoys playing Nintendo. Enjoys
playing sports because he gets to know a lot of people.

JUSTIN NOFAL

Listed as the
starter
heading into
the fall.
. 1998:
Junior“TE | Started the
6-4"248 | first four
Overland Park,KS | games, then
Blue Valley NWHS | slowed by an
injury, but
played in all

11 games.

Caught six passes for 88 yards and one TD. High game two
catches for 27 yards versus Youngstown State.

1997: Started two-of-nine games, catching two passes for 35
yards, longest of 18.

High School: Earned letters in both football and track. All-
Metro, all-Sunflower and all-Johnson County tight end, all-EKL
tight end and defensive end, Offensive Player of Year. Team went
10-1 and lost semifinal game in state playoffs. Caught 29 passes
for 434 yards, 15.3 yards average, and nine TDs as a senior.
Personal: Born April 7, 1978. Son of Barbara Roberts. Majoring
in Computer Engineering. Enjoys lifting weights.

Receiving No ¥ds Avg Ds 16

1997 2 35 175 0 18

1998 6 88 u7 1 7



Probabje
Starter
heaqmg into
the fall.

1998:
Junior*NT | Team's

5-11°280 | seyenth-
Davenport,IA | {eading
Assumption HS | tackler, with
28 solo and
24 assisted
tackles.
Three sacks, team-high six tackles for loss, one forced fumlle, one
fumble recovery, three deflections. High-game nine tackles
against Indiana State. Started 10-of-10 games played.
1997: Started 10-of-11 games. Team's seventh-leading tackler
with 33 solos and 29 assisted tackles, four sacks, tying for a team
high 11 tackles for loss, one forced fumble, one fumble recovery
and two deflections. Season-high 10 tackles against Youngstown
State and Cal Poly.
1996: Attended the University of lowa fall of 1996.
High School: Earned a total of nine letters in football, track and
wrestling. 1996 Shrine Bowl MVP on defense. First-team all
conference, all-Metro and second-team all-state linebacker. Co-
captain, three-year starter and led team in tackles two years.
Personal: Born June 30, 1978. Son of James and Terrie 0'Neill.
Majoring in Health Promotions. Nicknamed “Kirby’ after
baseball’s Kirby Puckett.

Defense Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF PD
1997 33 29 0 4 1 2
1998 28 24 0 3 1 3
RYAN OZBUN
Playing
behind Aaron
Buss at weak
quard
heading into
Freshman*0G (hespn’ngl
6-4*257 | 1998:

Overland Park,KS | Redshirted.
Blue Valley NW HS High
School:
Eamed three
letters each
in football and track. First-team all-EKL, all-Johnson County,
Kansas ity Star all-Metro, Sports Connection Magazine all-Metro,
Class 6A all-stater, All-Sun Country, Shrine Bowl selection, team
captain. Set the school record for the squat with 515 pounds.
Member of Young Life, FCA, Habitat for Humanity, City Union
Mission.

Personal: Son of Gene and Shannon Ozbun. Majoring in
Education.

*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
MATT PEDERSEN

Will retain
starting
position.
1999 co-
captain.

Senior0LB | 1998:
6-0"221 | Team's
Hudson, A | leading
Hudson HS | tackler with
79 solo and
54 assisted
tackles with

two sacks and two tackles for loss. One fumble recovery, two
deflections. Season-high 19 tackles versus Youngstown State.
Ranked seventh in the league in tackles. Preseason all
conference, all-American. First-team all-conference, second-team
all-American by the Associated Press, honorable mention all-
American by Don Hansen'’s National Football Gazette. Second-
team Gateway all-academic, 1-AA Athletic Directors Assoc.
Academic All-Star.

1997: First-team all-conference, second-team all-academic,
second-team all-American by Don Hansen's Football Gazette,

“hird teany alk-American by The Sports Network. Led teamin

tackles with 71 solos and 60 assisted, team-high ‘11 sacks, six
tackles for loss, one forced fymble and four deflections. Season-
high 16tackles against Western lilinois. Ranked first in the
conference in tackles and ded for first in sacks. League’s
Defensive Player of the Week for play against Southern lllingis
and Indiana State and Don Hansen's Football Gazette Co-National
Player of the Week against Indiana State.

1996: Played in eight games, recording 12 tackles, including
eight solos. Also had one forced fumble. Missed the last five
games of the year because of a dislocated elbow. Season-high
three tackles in each of the St. Cloud State and McNeese State
games.

1995: Redshirted.

High School: Earned four letters in baseball, three each in
football and track and one in wrestling. Played in the football
state championship. First-team all-district, first-team all-state,
district Most Valuable Back, Des Moines Register Elite Team, lowa
Prep lllustrated's Defensive Player of Year. Set school records for
single-game tackles (31), season tackles (198), career tackles
(431) and points in a season (176). 1994 state qualifier in the
4x100 meter relay. 1993 second-team all-conference in baseball.
Personal: Born April 26, 1977. Son of Sven and Kay Pedersen.
Majoring in marketing. Nicknamed “Matt Bob’

Defense Solos  Assts Int  Sacks FF PD
199 8 4 0 0 1 0
1997 n 60 0 1n 1 4
1998 79 54 0 2 0 2
*ALL-STAR CANDIDATE
JEROME PETERSON
Expected to
start at left
corner
heading into
the fall.
Senior8(B | Nebraska:
Baton Rouge, LA | School’s
Port Allen HS | 10th-best
Nebraska | all-time 40-
yard dash
time (4.42)
and held the

defensive back position record for the 40-yard dash. Did not play
the final five games of the 1998 season. Recorded only one tackle
for the season. Started the first three games at left corner in
1997, then moved to right side to back up all-Big 12 pick Ralph
Brown. Played in nine games and recorded 10 tackles. Had four
deflections and one interception against Central Florida. Had a
career-best six solo tackles against UCF and one deflection.
Played in the 1998 Orange Bowl, but had no tackles. Was a
backup at right corner in 1996, playing in nine games. Recorded
six tackles, including three solos. Season-best two tackles and his
lone deflection against Kansas. Played in the Orange Bowl
against Virginia Tech, but did not have any tackles. Redshirted in
1995. Chose NU over Tennessee, Louisiana State, Texas A&M and
Mississippi.

High School: Played only two seasons at Port Allen. Earned
three letters in football and track and two in powerlifting.
Rushed for 1,600 yards his junior year, gaining 410 yards and
eight TDs on 17 carries in one game. State runnerup in the 100
Meters as a senior with a time of 10.56 and anchored the statge
championship 4x100- and 4x200-Meter Relays. As a senior,
rushed for 2,200 yards and 29 TDs. Rushed for more than 200
yards in six games, including a season-high 304 yards. Bluechip
Illustrated’s All-American team as a RB. Also played in the
secondary. Returned three kicks for TDs as a senior and five as a
junior. Offensive MVP, second in the state with 35 TDs. Louisiana
Sportswriters Assoc. first-team all-stater as a senior after eaming
second-team honors as a junior. Won the Class 3A state
championship for his weight division in 1993 and 1994 in
powerlifting.

Personal: Born April 28,1976. Son of Winnifred Jackson.
Majoring in Sociology. Nicknamed“).P.” Enjoys playing video
games and listening to music. Most inspired by his mother
because she always stays positive and is very caring. Enjoys
playing sports because it’s always been a part of his life and it
brightens his day. Originally from Oakland, CA.
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Listed as the
starter at left

end bea?ln
mto thefall
Senior*DE Phy inall
6-4"244 | 1 g;?nes,
Cedar Falls. fA pnmnly on
Cedar Falls HS | special
teams.

Recorded five
solo tackles

with one sack. Season-high three tackles against Cal Poly.
Honorable mention academic all-conference.
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