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Opinion
Dear Readers,
We read with great interest the item in the Gazette on Friday, September 12.
It began with these very words: “Two Agriprocessors employees were found with more than a dozen falsiﬁed birth
certiﬁcates and Social Security cards in a vehicle....by Fayette
County Sheriff’s deputies.”
This is a most telling assessment of how present Agriprocessors management are hiring only legal residents.
It is a strong judgement against Jacobson Employment
Agency. They were hired to screen all workers.
It does make one wonder who at the plant, working in the
plant or associated with the plant ever tell the truth? Truth
seems to be what they want it to be.
As a man named Pilate once asked, “What is truth?”
Sincerely for real truth,
Rev. Richard Gaul, Rev. L. Paul Ouderkirk
Dear Postville Herald-Leader:
In the waning weeks of the Bush Administration, new regulations have been proposed that severely threaten access to
family planning services.
Bush and his HHS Secretary, Mike Leavitt, say that abortion and refusal rights are the issue, but this is simply a ruse in
their plan to attack contraception. There are already plenty of
laws on the books that protect the conscience rights of health
care professionals so why the need for more regulations?
Clearly, the new rule is a last attempt by the administration
to obstruct family planning and contraception for millions of
American families that depend on federally funded family
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planning services.
The effects of these regulations are numerous as they expand the power of ideologues to refuse to provide even basic
information, counseling and referrals for important health care
services. The broad and vague terms of the rule means that
family planning providers can no longer guarantee their patients access to the full range of comprehensive family planning services.
Ninety percent of Americans support access to contraception, but President Bush and Secretary Leavitt don’t seem to
care. Instead, they’ve bowed to the wishes of far right extremists intent on diminishing sound public health policy. In his
attempt to protect refusal rights, Bush has begun an unconscionable war against mainstream American family planning
contraception. They must be stopped.
For many women and men in Northeast Iowa these regulations could dramatically affect their ability to obtain reproductive health care. I consider the ability to obtain contraceptives from a health care provider one of the most basic services
provided. It could be devastating; ﬁnancially, emotionally, and
physically, for some individuals to be denied what is considered a basic health care service if these proposed regulations
are passed. Restricting access to family planning services is
ridiculous and is not the way to achieve the universal goal of
reducing the number of unintended pregnancies and the need
for abortion in this country.
If you are concerned about losing your ability to obtain
contraceptives from your health care provider please take action. Contact your member of Congress, Capitol switchboard
202-225-3121. The only way to make your voice heard is to
use it!
Sincerely, Lori Egan
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By Grace-Marie Turner
When it comes to government spending and America’s health care system, it’s rare to hear
good news. But according to a recent report, the Medicare Prescription Drug Beneﬁt is costing
signiﬁcantly less than originally estimated.
According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) which administers the
Medicare program, the average monthly premium for the standard Medicare drug beneﬁt will
cost seniors $28 in 2009. That’s 37 percent lower than the $44 a month legislators predicted
when the program was created in 2003.
While there was a great deal of criticism initially about adding a drug beneﬁt to Medicare,
Congress established a new model through an unprecedented partnership between private insurance plans and this public program. Participants can enroll in private drug plans offered by
private insurers, but with oversight from Medicare ofﬁcials.
Instead of the one-size-ﬁts-all model typical of government health insurance, the Medicare
drug beneﬁt offers a wide range of choices. Seniors typically can choose from among 20 or
more plans in their regions, including Medicare Advantage plans that integrate drug and medical coverage into one health plan.
Participants pick their own plan, based on their medical needs and coverage choices. Insurers compete for the business of seniors by offering the most generous beneﬁts they can for the
most affordable price. Many plans have sought market advantage by offering coverage in the
dreaded “donut hole” so seniors aren’t exposed to their full medical bills once they hit the coverage gap that Congress designed.
Competition and consumer choice are working to bring costs down. This is a testament to an
essential truth of health reform: The market works.
CMS also reports that the total cost of the Medicare drug beneﬁt in 2009 will be $46.4 billion -- substantially less than the initial estimate of $74 billion. And the 10-year cost estimate of
the program has been revised down from $634 billion to about $395 billion - saving taxpayers
almost $240 billion over original estimated costs.
Unbelievably, some lawmakers are pushing to abolish the Medicare drug beneﬁt and replace
it with a new system that would eliminate this competition and curtail enrollees’ choices.
A bill recently introduced by Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH), for instance, would scrap the
successful drug beneﬁt program, even though it has an 85 percent approval rating from seniors.
Instead, Rep. Kuchinich’s bill would allow Medicare to institute price controls on drugs and
allow seniors to import drugs from abroad, despite the fact that imported meds easily could be
fake, counterfeit, or contaminated.
This effort is dangerous and ignores the Medicare drug beneﬁt’s successes. The CMS report
shows that private competition can bring down health costs while giving seniors more choices.
Hopefully, both Sens. Barack Obama and John McCain are paying attention.
Grace-Marie Turner is president of the Galen Institute, a non-proﬁt research organization
focusing on free-market solutions to health reform. She can be reached at P.O. Box 320010,
Alexandria, VA, or at turner@galen.org.

Diversity Council

human rights and values of
immigrants and their families

munity and caused hardship
and suffering for both immigrant families and other
members our small town, we
ﬁnd it imperative to make a
public statement about the
need for comprehensive immigration reform.
We support the following:
1. work permits as a beginning for a path to citizenship for those immigrants
who are working in this country and who have followed
our laws while here
2. consistent enforcement
of workplace safety laws
3. recognition of basic

4. border protection policies that are consistent with
humanitarian values
5. improvement in our
trade policy with Mexico and
Central America so that their
economies can thrive and
provide the necessities of life
for their citizens
The political system has
failed to deal with the basic
human rights of immigrants
as well as demand for labor in
our country. We ask our political leaders to take action
this fall.
Approved: August 21,
2008
Submitted by Merle Turner, 520 Wilson St , Postville,
IA 52162
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