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Senior Thesis Project: Creating a Textual Performance Piece Vi
Karen Pitcher
Introduction: Spring 1998

When posed with the challenge of creating a senior thesis project, I was boggled as to
what to do. As an English major, I knew my options were very open, and I was determined to
make this project one that I would enjoy throughout my senior year. In order to do so, I had to
broaden my scope to include not only an element of my major, but also components of my
communications minor and my first major, theatre. In order to do this, I turned to oral
interpretation, an activity that involves dramatic interpretation of texts written by others. In this
format, I knew I would be able to combine all three elements of interest to create a project that
would be enlightening and enjoyable for all involved.

Once I had decided on the format of my project, I immediately turned to Dr. Karen
Mitchell, an assistant professor in the department of communication studies. She had been my
professor during my sophomore year when I was a student in her Oral Interpretations course.
We met a couple of different times to discuss the possibilities for my performance. Immediately
we decided that the piece should be something I do alone rather than with a large cast; after all, it
was my thesis to present, plus working alone would be easier for me to do during a busy senior
year. Together, we decided that my piece should focus on a real personality rather than a
fictional character, and after a session we narrowed my candidates down to Janis Joplin and
Virginia Woolf. Both people were intriguing to me; I loved Joplin’s music of the 1960s and
found her biography to be as interesting as her lyrics, while Woolf had always been a mysterious
figure in English literature. I began to take a closer look at the woman that I would have to

become in my performance. After a while, I decided that it would be more beneficial for me to
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