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Parents who are thoughtfully con-
cerned about the welfare of their children
will be the first to subscribe to the prin-
ciple that teaching is a profession. And
where teaching, because of low standards,
has not merited professional status, these
parents will be in the vanguard working for
improved conditions—especially seeking
means of employing professionally-quali-
fied teachers. For these parents feel deeply
that good teaching is not merely good baby
sitting. They “know” that the profession-
ally-qualified and thus the professionally-
minded teacher must have a preparation
which matches the importance of his work.
These thoughtful parents can hardly con-
ceive of anything more important than the
education and welfare of their children.

The logic back of any thoughtful efforts
to improve the status of teaching goes
something like this: While some unenlight-
ened people still rely upon the unsolicited
advice of neighborhood busybodies and
medical quacks, when emergencies arise
most of us look for the very best trained
doctor in the community. In some instances,
we even fly our children to distant cities in
order to get expert specialized treatment.
By our actions we designate medicine as a
profession. Nor do we want a college grad-

12

uate with no particular training in law to
handle our legal cases. And we implicitly
assume that the bridges over which we
drive our cars, the elevators in which we
soar with mercurial speed to the top floors
of skyscrapers, and the airplanes in which
we fly have been designed by competent
engineers who have had intensive and
thorough training in the profession of en-
gineering.

Yes, we believe that the physical health
of our children, justice in the courts, and
safe transportation are of great importance.
We testify to this belief by seeing to it that
our doctors, our lawyers, and our engineers
have the competencies and the professional
training necessary to do their work with

Teaching 1S

“All who have meditated on the art of governing man-
kind have been convinced that the fate of empires de-
pends on the education of youth.”

—Aristotle

efficiency and integrity. At this point, how-
ever, it seems apropos to ask the question
“Are not well-developed children as dear
to parents and essential to the American
way of life as the services provided by the
medical, legal and engineering profes-
sions?” If the answer to this question is
“Yes,” it seems reasonable to work toward
the time when all who teach our children
and youth will be required to meet the
standards of a recognized profession.
Characteristics of the Teaching Profession
There are three basic considerations that
characterize teaching as a profession:

a Profession

By Guy Wagner

(1) The young people entering teaching
will be screened in terms of native ability
and personality. (2) These young people
will be given a liberal education and cul-
tural experiences which will fit them to take
their place among the educated of the com-
munity. (While formal classwork and other
college experiences may not be the sole
way of achieving this level of culture and
general education, they should give assur-
ance that this goal is attained.) (3) These
students will have specialized work which
is designed to develop the attitudes, in-
sights, understandings, and techniques

ISTC’s Campus Laboratory School
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