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be fumigated. Hydrocyanic gas is an 
e ff ective fumigant as it des troys a ll 
stages of this insect. Carbon bisul­
phide is also effective especially for 
single rooms and for chests and 
closets. 

Most housekeepers do not recog­
nize the adults of the carpet beetle , 
two species of which are ver y com­
mon pests. As with the clothes 
moths, it is the larvae which do the 
damage. They attack carpets, par­
ticularly those which are fastened 
clown , and almost any sort of dried 
animal substance such as feathers 
and stuffed or dried useum speci­
mens. 

The l ittle black and white beetle, 
about one-eighth of an inch long, 
with an irregular red line clown th e 
middle of the back, is the more 
common species. It is also known as 
the "buffalo bug." The larvae are 
brown in color, about one-fourth of 
an in ch long, and covered with long 
brown hairs . 

Infested carpets should be hung 
in the sun a nd well sprayed with 
g,a soline. A change .from carpets 
to hardwood floors and rugs is h e lp­
ful. 

Although the bedbug as a hou 0 P 

hold pes t is rapidly disappearing , it 
i s still sufficiently plentiful to be in­
cluded in thi s lis t. The so-called b ed­
bug found so commonly in the nests 
of swall ows is not . a true bedbu g 
and r a rely atta c){:s man. 

Th e co mmon bed bu g is ab ou t one­
fif t h of a n inch long , ova l , very flat , 
vil e s m elling , a nd redd ish -brown in 
color. Its b ite is r eally a puncture 
as its mouth is ada pted only for 
pier cing and suck in g . Ther e is no 
real proof that it transmits disease 
by m eans of its bite . 

It la ys its eggs in crevices of bed- _ 
steads and other furniture , unde r 
seams in m a ttresses , and perhaps 
und er wall pa per . The eggs hatch in 
a bout a week and the young bugs 
ll evelop into adults in approximately 
six weeks. sca rcity of food may 
greatly prolong this period. 

The adults hide during the day 
and sally forth only at night to feed 
upon the unwary' sleeper. According 
to Herrick , they prefer hum a n blood , 
but will feed upon mice , do gs, cats, 
or domesti c fowls. 

On account of their scarcity of 
hiding places , iron bedsteads are 
preferab le to wooden ones. Kerosene 

squirted into their hiding p laces is 
an effective remedy. Fumigation 
with ·hydrocyanic gas is also very 
effective. 

Several other species of insects 
often invade houses and are occa­
sionally of great harm and anno y­
ance to people, bu t space will not 
permit of their discussion. Among 
these may he mentioned several 
k inds of ants, par ticu larly, the little 
red ant, one or two species of mos­
q u itoes , at least two species of hu­
man lice, and two or more kinds of 
fleas. Of the latter, the clog flea a11d 
cat flea are most common. 

ROY L . ABBOTT. 

A CLASSIFIED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF REFERENCES FOR GENE~AL 

AGRICULTURE 
(Continu ed from December) 

Agriculture 

III. FORAGE CROPS 
A. Legumes. 

1. Alfalfa vs. Timothy Hay. Ill. 
Bul. 1 46. 

2. Feeding Farm Work Horses. 
Ill. Bul. 1 5 0 . 

3. Make Alfalfa Sure. Wis. 
Bul. 349. 

4. Clover vs . Alfalfa for Milk 
Production. Ohio Bul. 327. 

5. Wisconsin's Opportunity with 
Alfalfa. Wis .. Bul. 374. 

6. Alfalfa Management in Iowa. 
Ia . Bul. 137. 

7. The Value of Legumes on In­
dia na Soils. Ind. Bul. 2 2 6. 

8. Minerals for Livestock. Wis . 
Bul. 350. 

9. Soy Beans for Iowa. Ia. Bul. 
228. 

10 . Experiences , in Handling 
Sweet Clover. Ill. Bul. 285. 

11. Soy Bean Production in Ill i-
nois . Ill. Bul. 31 0. 

12. Grow Alfalfa in Iowa. Ia. 
Ext. Service Bul. 120 . 

13. Essentials of Alfalfa Produc-
tion. Mo. Circ. 17 5. 

14. Curing Alfalfa . Mich . Ext. 
Service Bul. 35. 

15. Alfalfa Aids Progress in 
Minnesota. Minn. Special 
Bui. 104. 

16. Importance of Clover. Ill. 
Ext. Gire. 36. 

(To be continued.) 
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