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SCIENCE BULLETIN 

SCIENCE BULLETIN 
Issued Monthly. Entered as seco nd 

c lass mai l matter at the post- office, 
Cedar Falls , Iowa, unde r the act of 
August 24, 1912. 

A r are opportunity is offered to 
a ll teach ers of science in Iowa 
next month. The American .Asso­
ciation for the Advancem ent of 
Science w ill hold its a nnual m eet­
ing in Des Moines from December 
27 to J a nua r y 2. This organization 
is the gr eatest organization of sci­
entis ts in America with a member­
ship of over 18,000. Incl uded in 
its membership a r e scientists of in­
ternational r eputation in a ll fields 
of science. This will be the sec­
ond time in th~ history of the or­
ganization t h at it has met in Iowa. 
In 1 872, it m et in Dubuque. It is 
not likely to come to Iowa again 
soon. 

At this meeting you will have 
the opportunity to h ear a nd see the 
greatest scientists in America, m en 
who are making his tory in scien ce. 
The president is Dr. Millikan, a 
man of international reputat ion in 
ph ysics a nd the recipient of t h e 
Nobel prize in science a few years 
ago. The retiring president is Dr . 
Henry Fairfield Osborn, the emi­
nent American paleontologist, who 
is well known to any one who is 
interested in t he field of organic 
evolution. He will give his presi­
dential a ddress at this meeting. 

While many of the a ddresses and 
papers in the sectional meetings 
will be of a t echnical nature as 
t hey are r eports of recent r esear ch 
in the various fields of science, yet 
there will be addresses of a more 
popula r nature which will be of in­
terest to a ll interested in science. 

One is impressed a·t one of these 
meetings with the tremendous 
a mount of research in science that 
is in progress a nd with the fact that 
a teacher · of science will soo n be a 
back number in his fie ld unless he 
is continually alive professionally. 
You owe it to yo urself and to your 
pupils to att end these meetings a nd 
get the inspiration from h earing a nd 
seeing t h ose -who a r e m a king hi s­
tory in science. 

SCIENCE MINDED 
Ch emistry 

·when we a re trying to be "air 
minded " and "peace minded" wh y 
not go a li ttle further a nd be 
· 'science minded"? The aeronautic 
fie ld has as its champion , Colonel 
Lindberg; the Peace F ederation has 
as i ts ch a mpion, Ishbell McDonald ; 
but where is the youthful ch a mpion 
of the fie ld of ch emical science? In 
this day of scientific advancement, 
a champion is surely needed to 
bring t h e achievement of ch emical 
science to the people. Someone has 
said, "Science is the Creator's chest 
of tools. H uman progress is man' s 
learning to use these tools ." 

It seems to me, if I may offer 
m y personal opinion , that too few 
men ever have the opportunity of 
gaining knowledge in the use of this 
chest of tools . It is true that we 
teach the fund a mentals of chemi­
cal scien ce in the. institutio ns of 
higher education and sometimes in 
t h e high school , but is chemical 
science so difficult that we are jus­
tified in distributing the funda­
mentals of t his science to only a 
few who h appen to have t h e a d­
va ntage of go ing to institutions of 
higher learning or to a high schoo l 
offering courses in the ch emical sci­
ences? 

What one generation learns in 
college, the n ext generation learns 
in high school, or perhaps even in 
the elementary school. Radiology, 
a science difficult for the adult 
mind to gr asp, is mastered very 
readily by the youthful mind. 
Trigonometry, once taught only in 
college, is now being taught in the 
senior high school and wil1 soon 
have its place in the junior high 
school curriculum. 

The child plays with the toy of 
t h e times. Grandad, when a small 
boy, played with a toy fashioned 
after Noah 's ark. Dad, when a 
boy , pl ayed with a toy fashioned 
a fter the h orse and buggy. We 
played with a toy fashioned after 
the a utomobile or the locomotive, 
but the boy of today plays with a 
toy fashioned after the tri-motor 
aero plane, the submarine, or the 
Graf Zeppelin. The progress of a 
nation is m arked in t he attainments 
of its youth. 

Many individuals have done a 
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