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A Little Clearer, Please 
I Editnr"s i\'otP: Th (' follou•in g artirl(' conlains conin1 Pnls lry ti/(' dir('rtnr 
of Th e Rirthdu,· /'arly ,l 

by Jim [ada 
L"nd e r~tancl th a t you a n · df'a lin g with an autho r who cla ims that 

to wa tch hi s play. The Rirthday Parly is to wat ch somr thin g like "a 
wPase l und r r th f' tabl e.' " That d one. yo u sh ould br preparrd to dip rnur 
to o ts ies int o th e a hovr menti o ned co ncoction . so kindl y writt f' n bY 
1-l aro lcl Pinte r. 

E ight a udil'n ces. prr pa red or no t. came to the un w ilin g of Pint r.r 
las t Febr ua ry in L \'l 's S tudi o Thea tre' , The react ion was mixe d. a~ 
reYi e1, ,- fr om pn·vious p rod ucti ons o f th e plm· h a d p ro mi sed . P a tro ns 
f'iith f' r l01ed ii o r were fasc-i na !r d h1· it, Some hated it a nd grf' w a ng ry. 
whilf' o th e rs fin a ll y sto ppC' cl tn-in g to g ivr it a ny mea nin g a nd jus l 
wa tched . OK, 

~ ow. thi s is what th ey wc· n ' wa tchin g. A rund own seas ide r eso rt 
is !h e p/aa - ac- tu a ll y th e fro nt roo m- fo r a ll three ac ts. The place is 
run hy '.\l f'g a nd P r tey Boles a nd th r Y ha ve o nt' lodgPr. S ta nl ey W eb be r . 
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Stanky is a down and out rr r lusr ; l\Teg is sca tter brained and dotes 
on Stanlry; Petry is old . l'\rar by li,·rs Lulu- a somew hat prornca tivr. 
not particularly sharp chirkic. The other two characters are Goldberg 
and :\lc-Cann. probabl y Jewish and Iri sh. in that order. and probably 
wry ev il. 

!\one of thr sr peo ple ca n ro unt mental health as one of thrir shin
in g qualities. They are Pinte r people. and they are for crd into com
muni ca tin g in a g iven. enclosed area- a room . This fa scinates Pinter
hrin g ing people togeth e r in de fin ed areas. He sres drama dewloping by 
looking at a door. Who will come in? What will they do? A person 
comes in a nd meets another a l read,· there--what wi ll happen? Their 
past and future arc not in volvcd--ihose are out the re. The Birthday 
Party dea ls with th ese characters and what each does. and what happens 
to each. a nd that's about it. With those imposed cond itions. there isn't 
mu ch o f a beginning, or much of an end ; just what yo u see . 

A few words about the actors--th ey did just fine. It is diffi cult to 
go into a play like thi s with six totall y unde fin ed characters in an un
de fin Pd situ ation . They had to put mea t on Pach charactPr' bones- Pight 
after they found tho~ hones. As for the dirrcto r, goll y, I don 't know. 
You li ve with thi s big fat question ma rk of a script for so long and learn 
to love it until yo ur thi ghs swea t and th en it's ove r. Well. th at's tou gh 
poo l. 

Anyway, if Pintrr sou nds like an interestin gly cheeky fe ll ow. read 
o r sre The Birthday Party , or Old Tim es, or Th e Ca retakn , etc. You 
really should because he i . Rut--don't r-.;pect good guy;- and bad guys 
o r tlw hea,·ir st o f me:-:-age~ or symhols--or for th a t mattn. cymbals. 
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