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NORTHERNJIOWA

Head Coach Patten and His Six Returning All-Americans

1977-78 Wrestling
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Returning All-Americans

Gary Bentrim
142Pounds Senior Cedar Rapids, la.

Won his second straight NCAA Division |l title at 142 pounds
last March ... will be gunning for his third straight cham-
pionship this year ... copped his second straight title at 142
pounds in the North Central Conference meet ... posted a 6-4
dual meet record and 14-5 mark overall after sustaining a
shoulder separation at the beginning of the season ... state
champion at Jefferson High School in Cedar Rapids . .. placed
third in junior Olympics and recorded 98-8-1 record during his
prep career married to the former Candi Koutny and the
couple has a young daughter, Jennifer 4 ... Major - Industrial
Arts

Dave Prehm
118 pounds Junior Eagle Grove, la.

Came on strong at the end of the season to place sixth in the
Division |l finals for All-American status ... placed third at 118
pounds in North Central Conference championships ... went
10-6 in dual meets and garnered a 12-10 mark overall
wrestled the ‘toughies’ last year and had close losses to the
likes of NCAA runnerup Ken Bellmard of Augustana a two
year letterman ... will be looked upon for needed points
was a three-year lettermen while a prep at Eagle Grove High
School was captain of his team his senior year Major -
Art Education

Jeff Melvin
126 pounds Junior Evergreen Park, lil.

One of the toughest competitors on the team ... capped an
excellent season with a fifth place finish in the Division Il cham-
pionships placed second in the North Central Conference
finals with a one-point loss to Mark Anderson of North Dakota
State has his sights set on winning both the NCC and
Division Il titles posted an 11-7 dual meet record and 13-9
overall a two-year lettermen finished prep career at
Evergreen Park High with 123-16-4 mark was named team
captain his senior year and MV in three years at Evergreen Park

led his squad in total takedowns .. .near falls and escapes
Major - Business




Keith Poolman
167 Pounds Junior Clarion, la.

Created excitement every time he took to the mat ... the
most aggressive wrestler on the Panther team ... gained All-
American honors with a fourth place finish in the Division Il
finals . .. back for a shot at his third straight North Central Con-
ference title after copping the 167 pound title last year and as a
freshman ... also placed fourth in the Division |l finals as a
frosh ... posted an excellent 9-3-1 record his first year as a
Panther and went 15-3-1 in dual meets and 22-4-1 overall last
season ... started the season by beating highly-touted
freshman Mike DeAnna of lowa 14-13 . . . earned all-conference
and All-District as a prep at Clarion High School . .. Major - Un-
decided

Dick Briggs
150 pounds Senior Cedar Rapids, la.

Returning All-American at 150 pounds where he placed
fourth in the Division Il championships ... captured the North
Central Conference title at 150 pounds with an easy 10-2 win
over the No. 2 seed Mark Reimnitz of North Dakota State ...
went 10-5 in dual meets and 17-9 overall . .. one of the hardest
workers on the team . .. brother of assistant coach Don Briggs
... a three-year lettermen for the Panthers ... was metro and
conference champion while a prep at Cedar Rapids Jefferson

. also a member of school's 1974 state championship mat
squad ... was only one of four freshmen to letter three years
ago

Bruce McClure
134 pounds Senior Morning Sun, la.

Was a fourth-place finisher in the Division Il finals two years
ago at 134 pounds . . . posted a 6-3 dual meet mark before suf-
fering an injury against the University of Kentucky which
sidelined him much of last season ... a two-year letterman . ..
finished fourth in the North Central Conference finals two years
but looking for a better finish this season . . . posted a 3-3-1 rec-
ord as a freshman at 126 pounds and a 13-9-1 record overall . ..
will be looked upon for leadership this season ... runnerup in
the state high school tournament both his junior and senior
years ... posted an excellent 101-7 record while a prep at
Morning Sun ... valedictorian of his senior class ... Major -
Biology



Panther Sketches
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Jim Balvanz Jeff Billerbe§k : Curt Braby

Jim Balvanz, 134 pounds, Jr., Cedar Rapids, la. ... will battle with Bruce McClure for
the top spot at 134 pounds this year ... hard-nosed and a tough competitor ... one of
the more aggressive wrestlers for the Panthers ... was awarded letter last year as a
sophomore . .. makes the 134-pound weight a very solid part of the Panthers . . . Major -
Accounting

Jeff Billerbeck, 150 pounds, Sr., Reinbeck, la. ... could see considerable duty for the
Panthers at 150 pounds his tall, lanky frame allows for good leg wrestling . .. one of
the stalwarts that has stuck it out for four years . .. earned honorable mention all-state
in football and placed second in state high school meet at 112 pounds ... Major - In-
dustrial Arts

Curt Braby, Heavyweight, Fr., Maloy, la. ... nicknamed ‘Tiny’' this 260 pounder will
come in as a top prospect at heavyweight ... honorable mention All-American while a
prep at Mt. Ayr High School where he copped the state championship title ... named
most outstanding wrestler his junior and senior years ... Major - Elementary Education

Ken Gallagher, 142 pounds, Fr., Waterloo, la. ... One of the most highly recruited
preps out of the lowa high school ranks ... State champion at 145 pounds last winter

.. posted an 83-22 career mark while a prep at Waterloo Columbus ... named most
valuable wrestler his junior and senior years . .. freshman with very good potential . ..
Major - Business

Joe Gormally, 177 pounds, Sioux City, la.. . . Another highly-touted freshman. . .comes
in as one of the top candidates at 177 pounds for the Panthers ... state high school
champion at 185 pounds last winter . .. placed third and fifth respectively at 167 pounds
while a prep at Sioux City East . .. also, all-state guard in football ... Major - Sociology

Paul Herder, 126 pounds, Jr., Monroe, la. Will push Jeff Melvin for the top spot at
126 pounds . .. figures to add depth to light weights this season ... a three-time con-
ference champion while a prep at New Monroe Community High School |.. posted an
85-15-1 record in his four years there . .. placed fifth in state in '73 and '74 seasons . ..
Major - Biology

Joe Gormally A Ken Gallagher l"au| Herder
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Bob Knipp Kevin Kurth
Bob Knipp, 190 Pounds, Fr., Waterloo, la. ... Patten beat out many schools by recruit-
ing this highly-regarded lowa high school prep ... a fourth place finisher in the state
high school tournament at 185 pounds last winter and placed second at 167 pounds his

junior year ... while a prep at Columbus ... played on state championship football
team ... Major - Undecided

Roger Knutson, 167 pounds, Soph., Stewartville, Minn. ... Showed he has the poten-
tial for being a strong competitor when he wrestled twice at heavyweight . .. had an ex-
cellent prep career at Stewartville, Minn. by posting a 65-19-2 record ... was high
school All-American and named all-conference three years in a row . .. Major - Biology

Kevin Kurth, Hwt., Soph., Tama, la. . .. Will do battle for the top spot at heavyweight . . .
placed second at heavyweight in Class AA in 1975 while a prep at South Tama High ...
named to all-conference and all-district first teams ... placed fourth in USWF Greco
Open meet last summer . .. Major - Physics

Nolan Meggers, 126 pounds, Sr., Hudson, la. ... With three years' experience under
his belt, Nolan is vying for 126-pound duty ... had excellent prep career at Hudson
where he was sectional champion in 1974 at 119 pounds, conference champion in 1973
and runnerup in 1974 ... makes 126 pounds a very solid weight for the Panthers ...
Major - Industrial Arts

Rick Morkel, 142 pounds, Fr., Waterioo, la. ... An incoming freshman with excellent

potential ... Capped a fine career at West Waterloo with a 34-2-0 record ... Won the

Big 8 Conference 132-pound title in 1976 ... Elected captain his junior year ...
'... Major - Undecided.

Kirk Myer, 190 Pounds, Fr., Algona, la. ... A freshman with a bright future ahead of
him as a Panther ... a three-sport lettermen for Algona High School ... Major - Un-
decided

Craig Poolman, 167 pounds, Soph., Clarion, la. ... wrestled sparingly last year as a
freshman . .. brother of Keith . .. posted 82-18 record as a prep at Clarion High School
... elected captain his senior year ... with more experience and mat-maturity. will add
depth to upper weights this season ... Major - Business Administration

\ ,‘I

Kirk Myer

U W Y ‘.
Rick Morkel Craig Poolman
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Mark Reese, 142 pounds, Soph., Comanche, la. ... With one year behind him, Mark
knows the competition is tough in and around the North Central Conference ...
sophomore who wrestled in just one dual meet last year but regarded as fine prospect
... posted fine 102-20 record in his prep career at Comanche High ... named all-
conference his senior year . .. Major - Marketing

Mike Sells, 150 pounds, Soph., Cedar Falls, la. . .. Former lowa state champion at 145
pounds now in sophomore year at UNI . . . a hard worker, needs more experience to de-
velop the good ability he has ... could be a pleasant surprise for the Panthers this
season . .. Major - Physical Education

John Steffen, Hwt., Soph., Eldridge, la. ... Wrestled behind the now graduated Bob
Leonard last year ... at 6-6, 275 pounds, ‘Gentle Ben’ could be the No. 1 man at the
heavyweight spot come this season . .. asophomore with good potential . .. must learn
to use his weight to his advantage . . . Major - Undecided

Ed Walters, 190 pounds, Jr., Bettendorf, la. ... Saw some action last year behind Ed
Herman ... lettered in both wrestling and football while a prep at Bettendorf High ...
needs more mat experience to develop his skills ... Major - Physical Education ...

Ken Wilkins, 142 pounds, Jr., Cedar Rapids, la. ... The hardest worker on the team,
Ken could work himself into some considerable wrestling duty this season ... posted
30-10 record during his prep career at Cedar Prairie . .. elected captain his senior year
... figures to add depth at 142 pounds this season ... Major - Physical Education . ..

Steve Wilkinson, 142 pounds, Soph., Charles City, la. ... Saw some varsity duty last
season ... garnered a 48-12 overall record while a prep at Charles City ... awarded a
Panther letter last year as a freshman ... placed third in the state high school tourna-
ment at 138 pounds his senior year ... bigger things are expected this year ... Major -
Undecided

Mark Woltz, 167 pounds, Soph., Waverly, la. ... A sophomore who was state champion
at 155 pounds for Waverly his senior year . .. piled up an impressive 91-15 record in his
prep career . .. will add depth to middle weights this season . .. named All-American as
a prep his senior year . .. Major - Accounting

o

: ‘ L ~ - :
Ken Wilkins Steve Wilkinson
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Mike Woodall Kevin Finn Ed Sheakly

Mike Woodall, 150 pounds, Jr., Eagle Grove, la. ... Started out strong for the Panthers
last season until a knee injury hit him in January ... leg injury held him out his freshman
year ... received his first Panther letter last year ... was understudy to NCAA Il cham-
pion Ken Snyder ... runnerup twice in state high school meet for Eagle Grove ...
healthy Woodall could make waves . . . Major - Elementary Ed.

Kevin Finn, 134 pounds, Jr., Waterloo, la. ... A top candidate for 134-pound duty this
season ... posted 65-25 overall record as a prep at Waterloo Columbus ... placed
fourth in state high school meet at 126 in '74 ... elected captain his senior year ...
Major - Physical Education

Ed Sheakly, Manager, Sr., Cedar Falls, la. ... A vital member of the Panther wrestling
team, ‘Shakes’ received a Panther letter for his duties last season . .. handles all equip-
ment and other odds and ends ... does some wrestling on the junior varsity level ...
Major - Business Education

1977-78 MAT MAIDS — Front row (L-R) Mary Agena, Valorie Carison, Cindy Waish, Marcia
Rellihan, Nancy Dill, Cathy Streck, Linda Burke, Sue Johnson. Middle row (L-R) Karla Hartogh,
Vicki Eikenberry, Debbe Hughes, Barbie Doll, Pam Strohman, Renee Vitzthum, Sara Sanderson,
Rita Claeys, Betty Hocken. Back row (L-R) Leslie Kelson, Kara Shriver, Vickie Pueppka, Janice

Goodman, Andrea Gunderson, Laurel Hammes, Donna Claeys, Kelly Kolsrud, Della Stuart. (Not
pictured Kathy Dewitt, Sandy Gerard, Deb Knight, Diana Smith).
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1977-78
PANTHER WRESTLING SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME

Nov. 10 VARSITY-ALUMNI MEET Cedar Falls, 1A ~ 7:00 p.m.
18 at Minnesota Quadrangular Minneapolis, MN  4:00 p.m.
26 at Northern Open Madison, WS All Day
Dec. CLEVELAND STATE Cedar Falis,IA 7:30 p.m.
UNIINVITATIONAL Cedar Falls, IA  All Day
at lowa lowa City, IA 7:30 p.m.
at Western lllinois Bettendorf
High School 7:30 p.m.
PANTHER FREESTYLE UNI-Dome All Day
at Midlands Tournament Evanston, IL All Day
Minnesota, Wyoming Minneapolis, MN 7:30 p.m.
at lilinois Yorkville, IL 7:30 p.m.

IOWA STATE UNI-Dome 7:30 p.m.
MOORHEAD STATE Cedar Falls,|IA  7:30 p.m.
NORTH DAKOTA STATE Cedar Falls,IA  7:30 p.m.
MANKATO STATE Cedar Falls, IA  7:30 p.m.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY Cedar Falls,IA  7:30 p.m.
ska-( 7:30 p.m

gs, ¢ 7:30 p.m.
Sioux Falls, S 7:30 p.m.
Cedar Falls, IA  2:00 p.m.
at North Central Conference Meet Nebraska-Omaha
All Day
at Southern lllinois Carbondale, 7:30 p.m.
NCAA DIVISION Il
CHAMPIONSHIPS All Day
NCAA Division | Championships
All Day
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