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I WORKED
with Freud

in Vienna. We
broke over the
concept of
penis envy.
Freud felt that
it should be
limited to
women.

WOODY ALLEN
Zelig

[BRITISH
HUMORIST]
Peter Cook

once did a sketch
in which, dressed
as [Greta] Garbo,
he was filmed
touring the streets
in an open-topped
limousine
shouting through
a megaphone, “I
want to be alone.”

ALAN BENNETT
Writing Home (New
York: Picador, 2003),
p. 562.

Ballast Quarterly Review Volume 21 Number

2 Winter 2005-06. Copyright © 2006 by Roy
R. Behrens, editor, publisher and art director.
ISSN 1093-5789. E-mail <ballast@netins.net>.
Website <http://bobolinkbooks.googlepages.
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BALLAST is a periodical commonplace book,
the title of which is an acronym for Books Art
Language Logic Ambiguity Science and Teach-
ing, as well as a distant allusion to BLAST, the
short-lived publication founded during World
War | by P. Wyndham Lewis, the Vorticist artist
and writer. BALLAST is mainly a pastiche of
astonishing passages from books, magazines,
diaries and other writings. Put differently, it is
ajournal devoted to wit, the contents of which
are intended to be insightful, amusing or
thought provoking.

The purposes of BALLAST are educational,
nonpolitical and noncommercial. It does not
carry advertisements, nor is it supposed to be
purchased or sold. It is published approximate-
ly every three months, beginning in the fall
(more or less) and ending in the summer.

To subscribe to BALLAST or to order a gift sub-
scription for someone else, simply send ina
mailing address and five first class US postage
stamps for each single issue desired. In other
words, to receive BALLAST for one year (a
series of fourissues), we ask that each reader
contribute a total of twenty genuine unused
postage stamps. Do not send postage meter
slips, nor do we accept orders by phone or
e-mail. When subscribing, self-adhesive
stamps are preferred. Short of that, send
good-looking, antique or unusual stamps. In
general we do not accept requests from out-
side the US.

ANON
Don’t tell my

ALTHOUGH HIS architecture was
completely thought out in advance,
structured, seen by him in his mind
before it was built, Le Corbusier loved
accidents in his architecture. Sometimes
he loved mistakes in the construc-

tion. I would often have to beg him

not to tell the contractors. He loved
accidents—that which could not be
foreseen—which introduced an element
of randomness in the formal order and
disrupted its organization.

ANDRE WOGENSCKY Le Corbusier’s Hands
(Cambridge MA: MIT Press, 2006), p. 76.

mother I'm in
politics—she
thinks I play
the piano ina
whorehouse.

MARK TWAIN

The difference
between the right
word and the
almost right word
is the difference
between lightning
and the lightning
bug.
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