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IT'S FASCINATING
that Guy Davenport,
as refined as they
come, came from an
artless town in Upper
South Carolina called
Anderson. His father
worked for Railway
Express. Maybe this
is why he never
learned to be a host
or 4 guest, why he
kept his own com-
pany and sat in the
parlor after a slap-up
breakfast of a peanut
butter sandwich on
light bread and a cup
of instant coffee?

JOUATHAN
WILLIAMS

“Farewall 1o My One and
Only Kissin® Cousi Cuy
Mattison Davenpart, 17 on
The Juigan Sociisty
el

Ballast Quarterly Review Volume 20 Number 3
Spring 2005. Copynight & 2005 by Roy R
Behrens, editor, publisher and art director ISSN
1083-5789. E-mail <ballast@netins.net>

BALLAST is an acronym for Books Art Language
Logic Ambiguity Science and Teaching, as wel|
asadistant allusion to Blast, the short-lived
publication founded during World War | by

Wyndham Lewis, the Vorticist artist and writer

BALLAST is mainly a pastiche of astonishing
passages from books, magazines, diaries and
otherwritings. Put differently, it is a journal
devoted to wit, the contents of which are
intended to be insightful, amusing or thought
provoking.

The purposes of BALLAST are educational,
apolitical and noncommercial, It doesnot carry
advertisements, nof is it supposed 1o be
purchased orsold. It is published approximate-
ly every three months, beginning in the fall
{more or less) and ending in the summer.

Tosubscribe to BALLAST orto order a gift
subscription, simply send in a mailing address
and five first class U'S postagestamps for each
single issue desired. |n otherwords, to receive
BALLAST forane year (four issues j, we ask

that each reader contribute a total of twenty
genuine unused postage stamps Do not send
postage meter slips, nor do we accept orders by
phone or e-mail. When subscribing, self-adhe-
sive stamps are preferred Short of that, send
good-looking, antique or unusual stamps. In
general we do not accept requests from outside
the lL.S.

We are creatures of habit; given a blank we can't help tryirg to fill it
in along lines of customary seeing or saying. But the best poetic lines
undermine those habits, break the pre- off the ~dictable, unsettie the
suburbs of our routine sentiments, and rattle the tracks of our trains

of thought.

HEATHER MCHUGH in Peter Turchn, Maps of the Imagmation: The Weiter as Cartographer
San Antonio TX Triity Umiversity, Press, 2004, p 74

ES COLENM N
Freud's mother-
1n-law routine
always had them
laughing.

I love the story

of when the young

belle of the blue

grass who had just

barely survived his course

on ancient civilizations came
up to professor davenport
during a cocktail party

at one of the

horse farms outside Lexington
and said professor davenport
you're the most over-educated
marl |'ve ever met

JOMATFAN WILLIAMS on The Jaigon
Sociity wehsite
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All subscriptionsto BALLAST (including gift

subscriptions ) must be mailed to the following
address:

BALLAST Quarterly Review
Attn: Hired Hand

2022 X Avenue

Dysart, lowa 522249767

BALLAST is published in a limited edition

and back issues are not.generally available.
However, any issue may be xeroxed to provide
copies to others, butthe copies must never be
altered orsold. Rarely do we use unsolicited
submissions, but readers are always welcome
ta send offbeat material, verbal or visual, of the
sort that the journal might publish. Original
material must beu_p_hdtly labeled as such
Material that is not original must clearly make
note of itsauthor and source. All submissions
are unpaid, and unsolicited material will not
be returned unless accompanied by a stamped
self-addressed envelope.

BALLAST does not have a budgst as such.

For all its many years, it has operated at a
deficit. Such losses are currently offset by
contributions fromenlightened subscribers and
genefous deductions from the paycheck of the
Hired Hand. If anyoneis foolishly philanthropic
( foolish because such gifts are surely not 1ax
deductible), we will sometimes accept a check

BALLAST has a collaborative affiliation with
Leonardo: Journal of the International Satiety
of Arts, Sciences, and Technology (MIT Press).
As 4 result, some of its book reviews are
regularly reprinted either on the Leonardo
Reviews website at <http.//mitpress2. mit
edu/e-journals/Leonardo/Idehtml> or in the
printed version of that magazine.

A FRIEND of mine—a girl called Jacqueline—
worked ina poetry library in London that Ivar
Cutler used to visit, She became good friends
with him, and went round to his house for tea
a few times, She was pretty young, and pretty
attractive as well. | think she was a little
gauche, thoroughly charmed by the literary
excitement of it all, and didn't realize he was
maybe a little more amorous than she gave
fiim credit for.

She described the scene to me of how
she rejected him outright because he was just
an old man. She said: "Why would | possibly
be romantically interested in you?" And he
replied: "You see me just as an old man, but
I'm looking at you with the same eyes that |
had as a young man.*

ALEX KAPRANOS it ‘ivor, My inspication” in The
Guardion (Friday, 15 Aptil 2008, p. 9).

FOR THIS issue,

we are especially
grateful 10
WILLIAM
DRENTTEL, a noted
book designer, and
an editor for the New
York-based design
Blog called Design
Observer. It was he
who first suggested
a memoir on Guy
Davenport, wWith

the result that an
earlier version of the
essay printed here
appeared initially on
that blog

Our indebtedness
continues 1o our
friend, British artist
LES COLEMAN,
whaose cryptic
sayings have
enriched this and
eatlier [ssues

We also appreciate
the efforts of the
POBLIONATHAN
wiLLiams, a Black
Mountain College
alum, whose web-
site for The Jargen
Society we visitad
tecently and found
not only his memoir
about Guy Davenport
{his longtime friend),
but also a selection
of brief and hilarious
extracts from the
writings of others

A few of those are
reprinted in this issue
of BALLAST

NOTE

The stippled pen and
ik drawing o bhe cover
of this Msue is Iy Guy
Davenport wid was
etiginally tsisd an this
cowes ol The Geogriply
of the tmagination
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