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A Teacher’s Gift
Kevin Smith, DPM PhD

Dean-College of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

Professor of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
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❖ BA Biology – University of Northern Iowa
 
❖ DPM – Des Moines University

❖ Assistant Professor of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

❖ MS Leadership – Drake University

❖ Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs
❖ Associate Professor of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

❖ PhD Higher Education Administration – University of Nebraska

❖ Professor of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
❖ Dean College of Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

BIO
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Childhood

 



Think about a great teacher in your life

❖ Recall someone who had a significant (positive) impact in your life?

❖ How would you describe that person?

❖ Why do they stand out in your memory?

❖ How about significant (negative) impact?

❖ Great Teachers ________



Think about a great teacher in your life

❖ Effective teachers inspire rather than inform!

❖ “Who” they are and “how” they teach is often more important than 
“what” they teach
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❖ Coach

❖ A private tutor

❖ A person who instructs or trains a performer or team

Coach Big Mike
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❖ Compassion: concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others.

❖ Accountability: taking responsibility for actions.

❖ Role Model:  a person looked to by others as an example to be imitated.

❖ Encouragement: action of giving someone support, confidence,
    or hope.

❖ Discipline: a set of practices that help individuals stay focused
    on achieving their goals. 

Coach Big Mike
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The Gift
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Coach



10

Coach
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High School/College
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❖ Individualized instruction

❖ Needs of students

❖ Scientific inquiry 

❖ Pedagogy

❖ Informal learning

❖ Relay feedback

❖ Evaluate themselves

Mr. Riter
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High School/College
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❖ Compassion

❖ Accountability

❖ Role Model

❖ Encouragement 

❖ Discipline 

Coach Big Mike



15

❖ Individualized instruction

❖ Needs of students

❖ Scientific inquiry 

❖ Pedagogy

❖ Informal learning

❖ Relay feedback

❖ Evaluate themselves

Mr. Riter



Thank You
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