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All of us who work in education have a heavy
responsibility to inform young people contemplat-
ing career choices about the consequences of their
choice; the preparation needed, the problems and
the challenges, the opportunities and the rewards,
as well as the supply and demand prediction; but
the information must be comprehensive and it
must be accurate.

Following are just a few of the factors relating
to supply and demand that illustrate the complex-
ity of the problem and that point out the dangers
of generalizing:

I. If one looks behind the headlines stating
that there is a teacher surplus, it very quickly be-
comes apparent that the “surplus” does not apply
equally to all specialties within the teaching field
or to all geographic areas.

A. Nationwide shortages exist in the follow-
ing specialties:

1. Early childhood education.

As Dr. Allan W. Ostar, Executive Director of the
American Association of State Colleges and Uni-
versities has pointed out: “How can we talk of a
teacher surplus when perhaps half of our com-
munities are without kindergartens, when the
importance of early childhood education is gain-
ing increased recognition . . . when our rural
and urban schools are woefully inadequate in
meeting the special educational needs of our un-
privileged children?”’ The need for well-educated
teachers of kindergarten and pre-school children
in child-care agencies continues to grow rapidly
as the national economy accepts more and more
married women and mothers of young children in
the work force.

2. Special education. Both local districts
and regional educational service agencies (RESA
units) are encountering difficulty in employing
special education teachers. This applies to teach-
ers of the mentally retarded (secondary schools
are encountering particular difficulty), the emo-
tionally maladjusted and the physically handi-
capped, to special teachers in remedial reading
and speech therapy, and to school psychologists
able to work with both pupils and teachers.

3. Vocational education. There are se-
vere shortages in most vocational areas at both
the high school and post-high school levels; the
shortage will grow even more acute as vocational-
technical schools continue to develop.

4. Science and mathematics teachers.
There are shortages in elementary and secondary
schools in all fields of science and in mathematics.

B. There are teacher
shortages in most spe-
cialties in two types of
geographic areas: (1)
the rural areas, and (2)
the inner city. Suburban
school systems may re-
port a surplus of appli-
cants, but note how rare-
ly either the rural areas
or the inner city core
areas report a plethora
of qualified teachers.

II. Instead of a teach-
er surplus, the situation could better be described
as an opportunity to begin to rectify the cumula-
tive deficit of a generation, and to expand and im-
prove the services of all types of schools. These
deficits exist in Jowa and throughout the nation.
For instance, how many elementary classrooms
are staffed by teachers with less than a bacca-
laureate degree? How many teachers of develop-
mental and remedial reading have not had special
training in reading? How many school systems
have enough trained librarians ? How many school
systems have enough media specialists? How
many school systems have enough trained teach-
ers for the mentally retarded in elementary and
secondary schools, the visually handicapped, the
crippled or physically handicapped or hard-of-
hearing, and the emotionally disturbed? How
many school systems have enough teachers pre-
pared for teaching children or youth from the
inner city?

Dr. M. M. Chambers, generally recognized as
one of the nation’s most astute observers of the
educational scene, in his September 1970 issue
of GRAPEVINE noted an editorial headline that
summed up the situation very well: “No Teacher
Surplus Until Every Child’s Well-Taught.”

III. Pupil-teacher ratios are far too high in
many school districts. If we are to move from
regimented treadmills towards education as a
thoughtful interchange of ideas pupil-teacher ra-
tios must be reduced.

IV. The relationship between economic flue-
tuations and teacher supply and demand has been
well established. During periods of economic ex-
pansion, up to 30% of those trained for teaching
never seek to do so, but they quickly return when
alternative employment opportunities are unavail-
able. Changing economic cycles could quickly re-
verse the current flow and reduce the number of
available teachers.

Dr. Knutson
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1921

Prohibition and women’s suffrage, the League
of Nations and helping Europe recover from the
war were the big issues at the start of the Roar-
ing Twenties. On the ISTC campus, the students
became embroiled in the 1920 presidential election
with Harding-Coolidge and Cox-Roosevelt clubs
formed. The clubs got most of their support from
the coeds for this was the first presidential elec-
tion in which women could vote.

The male-female ratio at ISTC remained
woman heavy with the class of '21 boasting 336
women and only 31 men. The “College Eye” sug-
gested one way to attract more men to the col-
lege—set up a Department of Home Brewing.
But there were strong forces in those times
countering such frivolous suggestions. The Na-
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
held a nationwide essay contest on the following
topics: 1). The Continuing Menace of Wine and
Beer; 2). The Eighteenth Amendment and Law
Enforcement; and foresightedly 3). The Cigarette
and Recent Scientific Investigation.

Yes, it was the year of the shimmy and the
speakeasy, and a “College Eye” editorial accused
College Hill of succumbing to the general “moral
let-down” following the war. Dancing was a seri-
ous moral issue debated at length in the pages
of the “Eye.” One anti-jazz article stated:

There’s somethin’ about saxophones and
trap drummin’ that lures us on t' reckless-
ness and license. Somehow we don’t seem t’
care what becomes of us while a jazz orches-
tra is rattlin’ an’ gruntin’ an’ shriekin.’ We
fergit home an’ mother, unless mother hap-
pens t’ be in the crowd. We dance with peo-
ple we never heard of before an’ we lounge
about like a sorceress on the Nile.

12

The student body an

The shimmying sorceresses from ISTC had
a wide variety of fashions to choose from. Fur-
trimmed suits were new and popular as were
dresses with “puffings and rufflings.” Middy
blouses were the height of fashion and on their
feet the fashionable flappers wore either high

boots or oxfords with spats.

Not only was the “customer always right” in
1921, but the Miller Shoe Co. brought in a Chi-
cago foot specialist to give free examinations and
advice to ISTC foot sufferers. Those missing the
specialist could rest their feet at an Empress
Theatre movie—perhaps Charlie Chaplin in “The
Kid,” Mary Pickford in “Suds,” or “Terror Is-
land” starring Harry Houdini. Theatregoers and
other students were angered when streetcar rates

were raised from 5¢ to a dime and vowed to walk
downtown.

The 1920-21 school year began with the acqui-
sition of a new health service. The first ISTC
Homecoming was established by the student
council and the 225 returning grads danced to

the music of the Mason City Metropolitan Orches-
tra.

Pep meetings of the times featured snake
dancing out of the auditorium, platoon marching
down 23rd street, completing a square to Presi-
dent Seerley’s home for a speech. Roger “Dodge”
Wilson was head cheerleader and admitted that
he got his nickname “cuz I'm always dodging the
girls.”

There were fourteen Literary Societies in 1921
and taffy pulls were a favorite activity. The men
of the Philomethean Society spent their time de-
bating whether TC men should make dates in the
college library, with the affirmative winning unan-
imously.

3{acu|hr in May, 1921
The Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. were still the

largest organizations on campus holding joint
meetings every Sunday night and 10 minute
watch services each morning. The groups’ social
committees provided the students with entertain-
ment throughout the year including “cozies” and

auto trips to “See der Heights.”

Led by captain Lawrence “Mon” Whitford and
halfback Don Harschbarger, the Tutor football
team had a 5-2-1 record. In those pre-Astroturf
days, playing Dubuque was a little tricky for the
Dubuque football field “had a decided slope north-
ward which gave a tremendous advantage to the
team going down hill.”

In spite of different fads and fashions, the
classes and students of 1921 were much like
those today. Students worked hard for grades—
“B’s” were not good, “M’s” were better, and they
assembled between classes at the Crossroads to
read the notes on the bulletin boards.

The perennial problem to the college coed, per-
haps particularly burdensome to the lively flap-
per, was set down to the tune of “My Country Tis
of Thee” by some enterprising ’21 student:

“Campused”

Oh, Bartlett Hall of thee,
Dread place of prisonry,

To thee I cling ;

Place where I'er must go
Despite the luring show,
Or pretty dance-e-o

In Waterloo.

My constant abode thee,
Gone is my liberty,

Of thee, I moan,

Left to thy fireside drear,
Thy little porches dear,

e . . L vv
IOWASTATE TEACHERS COLLEGE “;«.”E}rﬁ 2 N e

I must be ever near—
“CAMPUSED.” I groan!

1931

Campus life during the Depression took on a
more serious tone than in those carefree days of
the twenties. ISTC President O. R. Latham
opened the school year by advising students:
“Guard your health, Save your money, and Re-
solve to master your work."”

The school’s financial secretary, Benjamin
Boardman, was a bit more emphatic about money
matters, warning the students, “If you write a
bad check or forge a check, we will be on your
trail ’til the day of your death, and if we don’t
get you, we will hand the evidence to St. Peter
and he will collect the penalty.”

President Latham didn’t think much of the
car and spent many of his Sunday afternoons
taking long walks south of Cedar Falls. With his
golf club for a walking stick, he climbed over
fences, crossed creeks, checked out the crops
and meditated on school problems.

In spite of the hardtimes, the coeds remained
fashion conscious, stopping in at The Prudent
Peggy Shop on the hill. Midi skirts were the style
as were “leg o'mutton” sleeves, peplums, wrap-
around turbans and ribbon hats. Fur-trimmed
coats, boleros or alligator slickers were adver-
tized for “rumble-seat wear.” Hair was gen-
erally bobbed or marcelled, the latter obtainable
at the Butterfly Shop for a dollar. For an eye-
brow arch, coeds had to patronize the Vanity
Beauty Shop.

A number of hot campus issues raged during
the school year. Student Stanley Wood, the
“Inky” of the weekly “College Eye” column, “The
Line,” indicted the college ventilator system for

13
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