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ACT Results for the 1999 Graduating Class

Earlier in the Fall, the ACT results for the Waterloo and Cedar Falls schools were
published in the Courier. The NU results were not available at that time.

The following article summarizes the test results for our Spring 1999 graduates
who took the ACT Assessment on national test dates during the 1996-97, 1997-98 or
1998-99 academic years. We have also included the five year state and national
summary for your review.

As you look at these results, you will note that the state and national averages tend
to remain constant, moving one or two tenths of a point per year. The NU results tend to
show greater swings from year to year. This is a factor of the number and ability range of
individuals taking the test. Each year, thousands of students take this examination

throughout the State of Iowa and throughout the nation. Over the past five years, we
have tested only 42 to 51 students each year. Also, in some schools, only those
individuals planning to go on to college take the exam. At NU, we encourage all of our

students to participate. These two factors account for the “bouncing” of our scores within
the five-year range.

Number of Students | English Math Reading | Sci Reas | Composite
Taking the Test
NU High
1994-95 | 42 23.2 21.9 23.5 23.1 23.0
1995-96 51 21.9 21.2 23.6 23.2 22.6
1996-97 46 22.2 22.1 22.3 22.8 22.5
1997-98 46 23.2 22.4 23.7 22.4 23.0
1998-99 44 21.8 21.9 22.9 22.8 22.5
Iowa
1994-95 | 22,665 21.3 21.2 22.1 22.1 21.8
1995-96 22,662 21.4 21.3 22.2 22.3 21.9
1996-97 23,709 214 21.5 224 22.4 22.1
1997-98 24,233 21.5 21.9 22.3 22.4 22.1
1998-99 24,829 21.5 21.6 22.2 22.1 22.0
Nation
1994-95 945,369 20.2 20.2 21.3 21.0 20.8
1995-96 924,663 20.3 20.2 21.3 21.1 20.9
1996-97 959,301 20.3 20.6 21.3 21.1 21.0
1997-98 995,039 20.4 20.8 214 21.1 21.0
| 1998-99 1,019,053 20.5 20.7 21.4 21.0 21.0
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