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HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Steven Aukstakalnis and

David Blatner, Silicon
Mirage: The Art and
Science of Virtual Reality
(Berkeley: Peachpit Press,
1992). ISBN 0-938151-82-
7. In the computer
technology called
“virtual reality,” the
screen is a headset and
goggle device (shown
above) and commands
are transmitted by
wearing a glove. The
observer’s sensation is
not that of passively
watching a scene, but of
being immersed in and
moving around on a
stage that appears to be
virtually real. How does
it work? What does it feel
like? And where is it
likely to lead us? This is
an illustrated overview
of the possibilities in a
field that will probably
mushroom %

MARGARET ATWOOD
(Bluebeard s Egg):
In the spring, at
the end of the
day, you should
smell like dirt %

e e ]

COMPTON MACKENZIE (Poor Relations):
She was a well preserved woman
and reminded John of a crystallized
pear; her frosted transformation
glistened like encrusted sugar
round a stalk, which was repre-
sented by a tubular head-ornament
on the apex of the carefully tended
pyramid; her greeting was sticky %

AS SOON AS I got up to give my
lecture [in October 1975 at New
Mexico State University at Las
Cruces), 1 was seized with violent
diarrhea pains—a nightmaresituation
come true! It seemed to me that I kept
onsaying confused sentences, though
luckily some of the lecture hung to-
gether. No one seemed to have no-
ticed. | even pulled myself together
sufficiently to do well in answering
questions after the talk. Then of course
everything delayed my getting to a
lavatory. People asking for auto-
graphs, the ones too shy to get up in
front of theaudience asking their little
private questions. There was some
difficulty in finding a lavatory. Then
when the chairman did take me to
one, NOT IN USE was written across
MEN on the door. We found another
and as soon as I got into it an elderly
gentlemen emerged from one of its
stalls and said, “Didn’t I meet you
twenty years ago? Now where wasit?
What did you speak about, etc.” |
said, “Excuse me, I'll speak to you
afterwards, outside” and dashed into
the place he had left.

STEPHEN SPENDER (British poet) in John
Goldsmith, editor, Stephen Spender:
Journals 1939-1983 (New York: Random
House, 1968), pp. 310-311 %
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