
UNI ScholarWorks, the university's 
institutional repository, has reached 

6 million global downloads!



UNI instructor use of free textbooks 
has saved our students  

more than $2.4 million to date!



Semillas: 
Elementary Spanish I
Free textbook

Giovanni Zimotti (UI) 
Rachel Klevar (UI)
Eden Jones (UI)
Gabriela Olivares-Cuhat (UNI)

Initial cost savings to students: $65,000 per year
Finalist: 2024 Open Education Awards for Excellence 
(Significant Impact category)

Funded by: Regents OER Grant Program, Governor's 
Emergency Education Relief Fund

https://pressbooks.uiowa.edu/elementary-spanish-i/


Student article downloaded 
84,000 times! 

Upreti, P. (2015). Factors 
affecting economic growth in 
developing countries. Major 

Themes in Economics.



UNI instructor use of free textbooks 
saves our students  

more than $480,000 per year!



Public Administration: 
The Essentials
Free textbook

Jayme Renfro

Initial cost savings to students: $14,000 per year

Funded by: UNI Textbook Equity Mini-grant 
Program



Methods of Teaching 
Early Literacy
Free textbook

Nandita Gurjar (formerly from UNI)
Sohyun Meacham (UNI)
Constance Beecher (ISU)

Initial cost savings to students: $52,200 per year

Funded by: Regents OER Grant Program, Governor's 
Emergency Education Relief Fund

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/teachingearlyliteracy


Graduate research paper 
downloaded 70,500 times! 

Hesse, L. (2017). The effects 
of blended learning in K-12th 

grade students.



Comprehensive Musicianship: 
A Practical Resource
Free textbook with accompanying workbook 
& supplement

Randall Harlow
Heather Payton
Jonathan Schwabe
Daniel Swilley

Initial cost savings to students: $33,640 per year

Funded by: Regents OER Grant Program, Governor's 
Emergency Education Relief Fund

Volume 2 
forthcoming!

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facbook/520/
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facbook/519/
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/comprehensivemusicianship/


Graduate research paper 
downloaded 51,000 times! 

Barron, L. (2010). Divorce and 
its effects on the 

development of children.



Critical Writing about 
Literature
Free textbook adaptation

Erika Bass

Initial cost savings to students: 
$5,847 per year



Communication for College, 
Career, and Civic Life
Free textbook

Ryan McGeough 
C. Kyle Rudick 
Danielle Dick McGeough
Kathryn Golsan

Initial cost savings to students: $82,000 per year

Funded by: Regents OER Grant Program, Governor's Emergency 
Education Relief Fund

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/funcomm/
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/funcomm/


Student essay downloaded 
53,000 times! 

McDonald, L. (2008). Duality in Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde, The picture of Dorian Gray, 

and "Dionea".
Recipient: Languages & Literatures 

Student Writing Award of Excellence.



Media & Power
Free textbook

Bettina Fabos
Chris Martin
Cate Palczewski

Preview available. Forthcoming 2025!

Initial cost savings to students: $4000 per year

Funded by: UNI Textbook Equity Mini-grant 
Program



Thesis downloaded 
32,361 times! 

Tolle C. M. (2014). The 
economic impacts of annual 

community festivals.



Graduate Research Project 
Guide
Free textbook

Sei-Young Lee (UNI)
Siyon Rhee (Cal State)

Initial cost savings to students: $21,700 per year

Funded by: UNI Textbook Equity Mini-grant 
Program

https://manifold.open.umn.edu/projects/graduateresearchproject
https://manifold.open.umn.edu/projects/graduateresearchproject


College of Education  
2 million downloads! 



Elements of Creative Writing
Free textbook

Jeremy Schraffenberger
Grant Tracey
Rachel Morgan

Initial cost savings to students: $19,050 per year

Funded by: UNI Textbook Equity Mini-grant 
Program



Open Access Faculty Publications 
357,200 downloads! 



Technology in Language 
Education
Free textbook

Penny Wang

In development. Forthcoming 2025!

Initial cost savings to students: $5,500 per year

Funded by: UNI Textbook Equity Mini-grant 
Program



Feedback  
Australian Researcher! 

“Being able to easily access 
such seminal research from 

your institution is a wonderful 
thing!”  Iowa Academy of 
Science Journal article.



Grant Writing: The Essentials

Free textbook

Jayme Renfro

In development. Forthcoming 2024!



Cornerstone
Free textbook

Nikki Harken
Deb Young
Sadé Barfield
Scott Bredman

Initial cost savings to students: $116,940 per year

https://manifold.open.umn.edu/projects/cornerstone2nd
https://manifold.open.umn.edu/projects/cornerstone2nd

