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trumpet] to her reighbor, an
Italian Duke, who gallantly filled
it with green peas from a dish
which a footman was handing to
him at the same moment; and at
one of her balls in London she
left it on the piano, where it was
mistaken for an ash-tray, so that
when the Prince of Wales took
her in to supper and addressed
an opening remark to her, she
immediately covered him all over
with cigarette-ends.

Edward Marsh, A Number of
People: A Book of Reminiscences
(New York: Harper and Brothers,

1939). p. 138
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Highly Recommended: Steven Heller and Gail' Ander-
son, Graphic Wit: The Art'of Humor in Design (New
York: Watson-Guptil. 1991). This' is a: field guide to
visual wit (not:to be confused with humor), the
insightful or puzzling perception of things, which
usually leads to surprising resultsi The text and visual
examples present a typology-of graphic wit, including
puns; parodies, caricature; pictorial typegraphy. and
many more. [t ends with a series of informal interviews
with about a'dozen designers and lllustrators (some: of
whom subscribe to BALLAST), including Paul Rand;
Paula:Scher, Rick Vallcenti, Steven Gudrnaccela, and
Elwood Smith.
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sharpen the skates. I have to go
visit the chamber of commerce.

Euphemistic ways to excuse
oneself in order to go to the

Below: Prepara-
tory drawing by
Gary Kelley for
the forthcoming
book-length
version of The
Necklace by
Guy de
Maupassant
(Mankato, MN,
and New York:
Creative
Education; and
Stewart Taboori
and Chang

bathroom (Spring 1992)).
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