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You’ve likely experienced 
something like this before. 

You search for the perfect 
article to complete your 
literature review…

…you find it!

And…





      

Is this the end of the world?

Of course not!



      

Paywalls stop people from 
engaging with your work.



      

Open Access (OA) is the practice of 
making literature more accessible to 
readers by removing cost and access 
barriers. 



      

Some background
Before we had open access to literature, we had open source software. 
Before we had open source, we had shared community resources. 
This is all part of the same history.



      

Why should 
you care?



      

Why?
The public ought to have access to publicly 
funded research. 



      

Why?
OA expands access to information beyond 
those who have the funds to purchase 
subscriptions to every journal.



      

Why?
Open Access puts the power back in the 
hands of researchers and scholars.



Why?
We’ll get into that more in a moment. 

Let’s take a step back. What is this “open access 
thing,” really?



      

Open Access (OA) is the practice of 
making literature more accessible to 
readers by removing cost and access 
barriers. 



      

Open Access (OA) is a business model 
that enables authors and publishers to 
reach a broader audience.



      

Open Access (OA) is a movement 
that advocates for public access to 
information by leveraging the 
affordances of the Internet.



Paths to Open: Share
Even if you published through traditional means, you can 
still make your work open by sharing a copy!
This work is typically supported through: 

• Pre-print archives (e.g. arXiv)
• Institutional repositories (UNI ScholarWorks)
• Other, disciplinary repositories (e.g. PubMed Central)



Paths to Open: Publish
Books, book chapters, and journal articles can all be 
made open access immediately when you publish 
through a vetted OA publisher. 



Paths to Open: Publish
How does that work for the publisher?

To recoup the lost revenue from not charging for access, 
some publishers charge authors a fee for making their 
work open. 



More than 
you know!



More than one 
business model
Open Access is not “pay-to-play” by design. 

Aside from archiving previously published works, 
there are also fee-free models for OA publishing.



“Hybrid” OA
Closed & open content
Typically author fees

Supported by 
subscriptions + fees

American Journal of 
Community Psychology

“Gold” OA
Only open access
Some author fees
Supported by fees

Frontiers in 
Microbiology

“Diamond” OA
Only open access

No author fees
Supported by sponsors

Research in Learning 
Technology

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15732770
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15732770
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/microbiology
http://www.frontiersin.org/journals/microbiology
https://journal.alt.ac.uk/index.php/rlt/index
https://journal.alt.ac.uk/index.php/rlt/index


More than altruistic
OA also increases the 
reach, impact, and 
citations for a work thanks 
to expanded readership.



More than altruistic
For books, having an online Open Access version 
has been shown in increase print sales.



More than research
OA books and journal articles are not just original research.

You can also find Open Access case studies, reviews, poetry 
books, textbooks, and more!



More than you and me
Open access supports your work reaching a wider audience. 

But it also goes beyond that…



“ [Open access] maximizes the profile of my 
research and that of my colleagues. This not 
only impacts my professional career, but also 
helps to improve the scientific profile of my 
graduate students and helps them get off to a 
good start.”

- John Patience, Professor of Animal Science, ISU



More than one 
movement
Open Science… and beyond!



Some might say that “Open 
Access is just a fancy way of 
saying free…”

…but “free” is  pretty great!



So, how do you start?
Check in with your library! 

Ask about UNI ScholarWorks, and get in contact 
with your liaison librarian if you have any questions.



Questions?


