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I neglected my appearance. I took long, lonely
walks. Barbers standing in their doorways on
the Bowery would beckon to me, trying to
persuade me to submit to a haircut. Jeeringly
they would say “For nothing.” Smart-alecky
kids would stop me in my most withdrawn
moments and ask, “Hey, where's the nearest
barber shop?” Bewildered, I would look around
to find one, much to their amusement.

Raphael Soyer, Diary of an Artist (Washington, D.C: New
Republic Books, 1977), p. 208.
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...Robert Frost's overquoted justification of form (free
verse as tennis “without a net”) sounds too inorganic. A
net, unlike the throb of lung or loin, is not part of our
living protoplasm. Worse, the net metaphor treats form as
separable from content. But artistic creativity is not an
either-or between content and form. Nor is it mechanical
compromise (50-50 or 80-20) between these alternatives.
The achieved poem or other art work is both alternatives
full and both at the same instant. To be 100 percent form,
yet 100 percent content, is an unmathematical miracle: its
parts are greater than the sum of its wholes. Meanwhile
the sterile formalists discredit form by playing the net
without the tennis.

Peter Viereck, “Strict Wildness: The Biology of Poetry” in Poets
and Writers Magazine (May/June 1988), pp. 10-11.
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