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Several graduate Social and Clinical Psychology students at UNI 
were well represented this past academic year at numerous events 
and authored poster presentations at the Annual College of Social 
& Behavioral Research Conference in April. Students also attended 
the 2013 Midwestern Psychological Association Conference in May 
where eight students presented research on related topics.

The following is a list of the UNI presentation titles and authors 
featured at the Midwestern Conference, graduate students in bold:

• The Impact of Deployments and Separations on Military Romantic 
Relationships-Darrina Bledsoe, Helen C. Harton

• Perception of Infidelity in Emotionally Dissatisfying Relationships-
Abigail Harris, Neal Pollock, Beth Siegel, Helen C. Harton

• The Effects of Distracters and Student Ability on Test Performance-
John E. Kiat, Asha Ganesan, Ai Rene Ong

• How to Increase Survey Response Rates and Participant Research-
Wayva Lyons, Danielle Stuck, Helen C. Harton

• Language as a Social Reality: The Infantilization of Women-
Chelsae R. Huot, Helen C. Harton

• Are We Who We Think We Are? Self-Report Measures as Predictors 
of Behaviors-Tess Garceau, Brooke Ammerman, Danielle Stuck

• The Effects of Political Orientation, Involvement and Media 
Exposure on Perceptions of Race and Religion in Political 
Campaigns-Allie Thompson, Paden Goldsmith, Carol Tweten, 
Alexia Farrel

• Does Race Matter as Much if You Are Rich? The Effects of Political 
Orientation, Target Race and Target Status on Punishment 
Ratings-Alexia Farrel, Carol Tweten, Paden Goldsmith, Allie 
Thompson

• Social Reactions Upon Disclosure of Sexual Assault: Does Victim 
Acknowledgment Matter?-Brooke Ammerman, Helen C. Harton

Several students continued on to doctorate programs including 
Ross Jacobucci, enrolled in the University of Southern California’s 
Quantitative Psychology Program, Brooke Ammerman at Temple 
University in the Clinical Psychology Program and Abbie Harris at St. 
Louis University for Social Psychology.

Several graduates accepted employment nationwide. Darrina 
Bledsoe, Clinical Psychology graduate and Spring 2013 Graduate 
Commencement speaker, accepted a position with Rosewood 
Ranch Centers in Arizona, specializing in treatment for eating 
disorders. Neal Pollock is employed as the Assistant Field Supervisor 
at UNI’s Center for Social and Behavioral Research and Sara 
Richardson is currently employed at Exceptional Persons, Inc. Ashley 
Zellhoefer, Clinical Psychology graduate, works as a Mental Health 
Counselor within the PMIC unit at Lutheran Services on the Beloit 
campus in Ames. Adam Livengood, a Social Psychology graduate 
now teaches at Hawkeye Community College and Jon Pedersen 
is working at Winona State University as an assessment and data 
coordinator. Amanda Thompson is working as an Academic Support 
Specialist at Kirkwood Community College. Congratulations to all 
the graduate psychology students!

PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

STUDENT UPDATES

Thinking About Graduate School (TAGS) 
Students have many opportunities at 
the conclusion of their undergraduate 
years, and pursuing graduate studies 
are often considered by UNI students. 
The 7th Annual Thinking About 
Graduate School (TAGS) was held 
on Wednesday, September 25 in 
the Maucker Union Ballroom from 
3:15-4:30pm. More than 150 students 
attended the event to have their 
questions answered and to visit faculty representing nearly two 
dozen UNI graduate programs. Dr. Michael Licari, Dean of the 
Graduate College, welcomed participants, and was followed by 
Dr. Shoshanna Coon’s presentation entitled, “The Ins and Outs of 
Applying to Graduate School.” A faculty panel, composed of Dr. 
Jennifer Waldron, Health, Physical Education and Leisure Services, 
Dr. David Saunders, Biology, Dr. Kimberly MacLin, Psychology, 
Dr. Cynthia Juby, Social Work responded to questions submitted 
by students prior to the event. Students learned valuable 
information about the application process, composing personal 
statements, and how to develop experiences that will strengthen 
their resumes. TAGS was an excellent opportunity for potential 
graduate students to learn strategies to develop a strong graduate 
application. The TAGS presentation and printed material are 
posted on the Graduate College website at www.grad.uni.edu. The 
8th Annual TAGS is scheduled for September 23rd, 2014.

GRADUATE STUDENT INFORMATION MEETING
The Graduate Student Information Meeting was held Wednesday, 
August 28 in anticipation for the 2013-14 academic year. The event 
successfully offered valuable resources and information for both 
new and returning graduate students. One hundred and fifty 
graduate students were welcomed by President Bill Ruud and Dr. 
Michael Licari, Dean of the Graduate College. Students enjoyed 
the opportunity to meet with participating university departments 
and organizations during the Resource Fair portion of the event. 

Dr. Chris Cox, Dean of the Rod Library, presented research tips for 
graduate students including an update on the library’s technology 
resources and unique collections and archives. The meeting 
concluded with a graduate student panel who answered questions 
and offered insight into life as a UNI graduate student. 





To submit articles for consideration in the UNI Grad Student 
News contact gradlife@uni.edu. With any questions or 

concerns feel free to contact the Graduate College staff 
listed below.
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Dr. Michael Licari

Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and  
Dean of the Graduate College

michael.licari@uni.edu

Dr. Shoshanna Coon

Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs

shoshanna.coon@uni.edu

Susie Schwieger

Director of Graduate Student Life

susan.schwieger@uni.edu

Lisa Steimel

Secretary IV, Assistantships and Scholarships

lisa.steimel@uni.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DEADLINES
For important information on Graduate College events and deadlines visit the Graduate College website at www.grad.uni.edu. 

NEW LOOK FOR THE GRADUATE COLLEGE DISPLAY CASE
Next time you are in, stop by the Graduate College office at 110 
Lang Hall to check out the new display case. The new design 
highlights faculty members and outstanding graduate students 
recommended by the faculty for inclusion in the display. 
Outstanding Graduate Alumni and the winners of the 2013 
Graduate Student Symposium, Thesis and Dissertation Award 
Recipients, and Graduate Faculty Award Recipients are currently 
featured. Alumni were asked three questions that focused on their 
time at UNI. Alumni provided insight into why they chose UNI for 
their graduate education, some of the highlights of their graduate 
education, and what the impact of their education at UNI has had 
on them professionally. 
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janet.witt@uni.edu

Cheryl Nedrow

Secretary II

cheryl.nedrow@uni.edu

Anthony Roth

Graduate Assistant for Online Publication and Marketing

rothaad@uni.edu

Scotti Hagensick

Graduate Assistant for Online Content

schonsaa@uni.edu

RaeAnn Swanson

Graduate Assistant for Graduate Professional and 
Community Development

swansraa@uni.edu
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